LR sRE L
PEEY R A Bt gL o E kL
Dr. The Honorable Dato Seri Paduka Sir Ti-Liang Yang

B the Rotarian headed the Chinese Hong Kong Red Cross for 12 years
By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#«c2) (Rotary China Historian)

1 November 2023

Dr. The Honorable Dato Seri Paduka Sir Ti-Liang Yang ( £ 1§ 4 #£ & 2.) (30 June 1929 — 24 June
2023), Kt, GBM, SPMB, HonLLD (PolyHK), HonDLitt (HKU), HonLLD (CUHK), FCIArb, LLB (UCL),
J.P., was a senior Rotarian who served the Rotary Club of Hong Kong (% i% # #:4+) as its 49th President
in 1983-1984, when he was a Justice of Appeal. Yang was the son-in-law of another senior Rotarian,
The Honourable William Ngartse Thomas Tam (3722 + £+ ), O.B.E., J.P., who was a charter member
of The Rotary Club of Hong Kong in 1930, and later served the Club as President in 1936-1937.

The Hong Kong Red Cross (HKRC) was formerly a branch of the British Red Cross Society since 12
July 1950. Commencing on 1 July 1997, upon the Government of the People’s Republic of China’s
resuming the exercise of sovereignty over Hong Kong and the establishment of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region, the HKRC has changed its affiliation to become a highly autonomous branch of
the Red Cross Society of China. Its full official name being “The Red Cross of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region of China” (¥ #+ 2 £ {r® 4 &4 %] (75 % 2+ F ¢ ) and its accepted short title
being the “Hong Kong Red Cross (Branch of the Red Cross Society of China)” (4 &&=+ F ¢ —*¢ R
L eag)

Sir Ti-Liang Yang was elected to serve HKRC as her Chairman in 1998-2012; and subsequently,
Yang was elected to a higher position as the Society’s President in 2012-2018 before his total retirement
after 12 years of service.
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Education in Legal Studies

Sir T. L. Yang has been the Chief Justice (7 /# #% % # /5 /& =~ & ¥ ) of the British Crown Colony
Hong Kong in 1988-1996. He was the first ethnic Chinese to hold this most senior post in the Judiciary,
second only in status in the Colony to the Hong Kong Governor.

An ethnic Cantonese but was born in Shanghai (_} /%) on 30 June 1929, Yang attended St. John’s
Middle School (same foundation as St. John’s University) in his early years. From 1946 to 1949 he read
law in the Soochow University School of Law (4 £ < # ;# # ) located in Shanghai. This was the first
comparative law school in Asia, and actively cultivated comparative law and the international law
professionals. Due to the Chinese Civil War, Yang moved very briefly to Hong Kong in 1949 before
graduating, where he stayed at St. John’s Hall (forerunner of St. John’s College, Hong Kong University).

Later Yang studied at University College London (UCL) in England, where he obtained his Bachelor
of Laws degree (LL.B.) in 1953. He was called to the Bar at Gray’s Inn in 1954. Yang was made Honorary
Bencher of Gray’s Inn in 1988. A prominent member of the UCL Laws alumni community, he was
appointed Honorary Fellow of UCL in 1989 and President of the Bentham Association in 1991. Yang
was also Research Fellow of the Rockefeller Foundation in 1963-1964, in the University of London. He
was admitted Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators in 1990.

Judicial Career

In the British Crown Colony Hong Kong, in June 1956, Yang was offered a post as magistrate, which
he accepted, and, in 1963, he was promoted to senior magistrate. Yang was acting District Judge from
1964 to 1968. During that period, he was chairman of the Kowloon Disturbances Claims Assessment
Board. And following the 1967 Leftist Riots, he also presided over the Compensation Board. In 1968,
he was appointed District Judge of the Victoria District Court and was made a member of the Chinese
Language Committee and president of the Legal Sub-Committee in 1970. Yang was, for a brief period
in 1971, acting Puisne Judge.

In 1972, Yang was appointed Commissioner of Inquiry into the Rainstorm Disasters. On 17
February 1975, he presided over the watershed corruption trial of Peter Fitzroy Godber, a former
Kowloon Deputy District Commissioner of the Royal Hong Kong Police Force. Yang sentenced him to
four years’ imprisonment after a six-day trial. That same year, Yang was promoted to a judge of the
High Court of Justice of the Supreme Court of Hong Kong. In 1976, he chaired the Commission of
Inquiry into the Leung Wing-sang Case in which a police station sergeant, Lau Cheong-wah, allegedly
induced Leung with HK$10,000 to confess to wounding another person. In 1980, Yang was chairman
of the Commission of Inquiry into the apparent suicide of Police Inspector John MacLennan.

Yang was appointed a Justice of Appeal in 1981 and, six years later, Vice-President of the Court of
Appeal. In March 1988, Yang was appointed Chief Justice of the Hong Kong Supreme Court following
recommendation of Governor Sir David Wilson (3 /& &4 2 & & L ). According to customary
practice in the British Commonwealth, Chief Justice of Hong Kong would also become Chief Justice of
Brunei Darussalam. Yang’s predecessor, however, Sir Denys Tudor Emil Roberts ( % & pF & 21 ),
continued to serve as Chief Justice of Brunei Darussalam after his retirement. Sir T. L. was instead
appointed President of the Court of Appeal of Brunei on 24 May 1988 until 1992.

Service in Community Affairs

In his professional sphere, Yang has been in the forefront of contributors to the development of the
law in Hong Kong through his membership of the Law Reform Commission. In the course of the last
quarter of the previous century he has chaired with distinction public inquiries commissioned by the
Government into a number of complex and sensitive issues of concern to the community. He led the
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Territory’s Judiciary in its preparations for the transfer in 1997 of its sovereignty to China and the
implementation of the Basic Law, in the planning for which he has served as a member of the Hong
Kong SAR Basic Law Consultative Committee.

Yang was appointed a Non-Official Member of the Executive Council soon after the establishment
of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government on 1 July 1997. During his tenure in the
Council, he was chairman of the Exchange Fund Investment Ltd. from 1998 to 2002 and was
responsible to the management of the Tracker Fund of Hong Kong. From 1999 to 2004, he was also
chairman of the Independent Commission Against Corruption Complaints Committee.

Service to Youth

Other than the Red Cross, Yang has been actively involved in the work of many organizations
concerned with youth in Hong Kong. He was President of Against Child Abuse (F# i+ £ # 52 # ¢ ) (1982-
1986); President of the Scout Association of Hong Kong (% & 3 & i ¢ ) (1988-1998); Patron of the
Hong Kong Society for the Rehabilitation of Offenders (% i& & % ¢ ); Vice-Chairman of the Hong Kong
Sea Cadet Corps (4 i& % ¥  # H), etc.

Service to Higher Education

Yang’s major service to the community has undoubtedly been made in the area of education. He
has been active in the governing bodies of institutions of higher learning ever since 1970, having served
on the Board of Governors of Hong Kong Baptist Co11ege (% /&% ¢ Z =), on the Board of Trustees of
Chung Chi College of the Chinese University of Hong Kong (% & ¢ <~ < £ 4 A #12), first as a member
and then as Vice-Chairman, and on the Council of this University. He has also served on the Court of
the University of Hong Kong (4 & + %) since 1979. In view of this experience and of the high esteem
in which he was being held, he was invited by Government to serve on the University and Polytechnic
Grants Committee (* 5 2 3 1 &7 F#* % f ¢ )---the body for the planning of higher education in
Hong Kong, first as a member in 1978 and then as its Chairman in 1981-1984. During this period of
years have seen many changes for higher education in Hong Kong---It has undergone two
comprehensive reviews and then entered a period of rapid expansion, as evident from the establishment
of the City Polytechnic of Hong Kong (3 &+ # 3 1 # ), the institution of degree courses at the Hong
Kong Polytechnic (3 %321 4 [x), the change in status of Hong Kong Baptist College into a subvented
organization, the establishment of the Dental School at Hong Kong University, and of the Medical
Faculty as well as the Part-time Undergraduate Degree Programmes at the Chinese University of Hong
Kong, and also the hard-won recognition of the importance of academic research, for which the support
level was being increased. It would be hard to imagine all these developments without seeing the
moving spirit of Yang in them, and he surely should be remembered when present efforts to expand,
diversify and modernize high education of Hong Kong finally come to fruition some time in future.

Carried on his “Vocational Service” in supporting the higher education, Yang was also an honorary
lecturer in the Department of Law of the University of Hong Kong during the 1970s. Later, Yang served
as Chairman of the Council of the University in 1985-2001, and then Pro-Chancellor in 1994-2001. In
2000, during his Pro-Chancellorship, he was designated by the University to investigate the Public
Opinion Programme Disputes. In 2006, he served as an honorary professor of Social Sciences at the
Open University of Hong Kong (3 i& = # + §). Yang also served the Chinese University of Hong Kong
(CUHK) since 2009 as Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Law School, and Honorary
Professor of Law. Named after Yang, the “Sir TL Yang Society” (1§45 #£ & L & ¢ ) is a society for
students organized by CUHK LAW. The Society arranges an array of activities and social functions to
assist students in their academic and professional development.
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Chief Executive Election

The 1996 Hong Kong Chief Executive election was held to select the first Chief Executive of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region which term started from 1 July 1997 after the Chinese
resumption of sovereignty over Hong Kong from the British rule. It was selected by the 400-member
Selection Committee installed by the Government of the People’s Republic of China (¥ # 4 & % {rR]).
In early 1996, Yang tendered his resignation to Hong Kong Governor Chris Patten (4 & 35 %) 2% ) in
order to clear the way for his candidacy in the first ever Chief Executive election. In addition, he
renounced his British citizenship and wrote a letter to Queen Elizabeth II to give up his knighthood.
Before the election, he organized a series of campaigns, including visiting public housing estates, and
travelled on the Mass Transit Railway system for the first time in his life. On 11 December 1996, the
small-circle Election Committee selected Mr. Tung Chee-Hwa (& i #), a shipping magnate, over Yang

to be Chief Executive. The vote was 320 to 42.
Retirement Years

After retiring from the Hong Kong SAR Executive Council (3 i 4 %/ {7 5¢ % {7 52 € 3&) (1997-2002),
Yang spent much of his time teaching English grammar and etiquette. In September 2003, he hosted
a Radio Television Hong Kong radio programme, “Yang Ti-liang Mail Box” (1§ 429 = 12 44), teaching
English grammar and answering questions on his website. The show ran until September 2017.

Sir Ti-Liang Yang passed away on 24 June 2023 at the age of 93. His family held a memorial service
in the morning of October 14th at St. John’s Cathedral in Central. The contributions of Sir Ti-Liang
Yang to Hong Kong are to be found in fields ranging from the formulation of policy in law and order,
through the development of tertiary education, to the welfare of the young people of the Territory.

Honours

In recognition to his prominent services and contributions to the community and members of the
public, Yang has been honored in many ways, including some of them listed here:

1984 Conferred Doctor of Laws Degree (honoris causa) by The Chinese University of Hong Kong (%
EP 2 AEERZEE L)
1988 Invested Knight Bachelor by Queen Elizabeth II, United Kingdom.

1990 Conferred The Most Honourable Order of the Crown of Brunei (SPMB), First Class, by Sultan of
Negara Brunei Darussalam

1991 Conferred Doctor of Letters Degree (honoris causa) by The University of Hong Kong (3 & +~ &
K5 NN

S
1992 Conferred Doctor of Laws Degree (honoris causa) by The Hong Kong Polytechnic (% j#2 1 ¥
WA HE L)

F
1992 Decorated the highest honour Gold Dragon Award ( £ % %> % ) by Chief Scout, Hong Kong
Governor Sir David Clive Wilson (f#2: 7 & - ), The Scout Association of Hong Kong.

1998 Decorated “Asia-Pacific Regional Award for Distinguished Service to International Scouting” by
the World Organization of the Scout Movement.

1999 Decorated Grand Bauhinia Medal (G.B.M.) (* % #7# 3 ) by the Hong Kong Government for his
remarkable contribution to this Special Administrative Region of China.
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Service Above Self

1956—1963
1963
1963—-1964
1964-1968
1966
1967
1968-1975
1970
1971
1972
1975—-1981
1976
1980
1980

1981-1987

1981-1984

1985-2001
1987-1988

1988-1996
1988-1993

1988-1998
1994—2001
1997—2002
1998—-2002
1998—2012
1998—2012
1999—2004
2005—2023

Magistrate

Senior Magistrate

Rockefeller Foundation Research Fellow, University of London

Acting District Judge

Chairman of the Kowloon Disturbances Claims Assessment Board

Chairman of the Compensation Board

District Judge

Member of the Chinese Language Committee and President of the Legal Sub-Committee
Acting Puisne Judge

Commissioner of Inquiry into the Rainstorm Disasters

Judge of the High Court, Hong Kong

Chairman of the Commission of Inquiry into the Leung Wing-sang Case

Chairman of the Commission of Inquiry into Police Inspector MacLennan’s Case
Member of the Law Reform Commission and Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Law
Relating to Homosexuality

Justice of the Court of Appeal, Hong Kong

Chairman of the University and Polytechnic Grants Committee

Chairman of the University of Hong Kong Council

Vice-president of the Court of Appeal, Hong Kong

Chief Justice, The Supreme Court of Hong Kong

President of the Court of Appeal of Brunei Darussalam

President, The Scout Association of Hong Kong

Pro-Chancellor of the University of Hong Kong

Unofficial member of the Executive Council, Hong Kong SAR Government

Chairman of the Exchange Fund Investment Ltd

Unofficial Justice of the Peace for Hong Kong

Chairman, The Red Cross of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of China
Chairman of the Independent Commission Against Corruption Complaints Committee

Chairman of the Executive Committee of the School of Law of the Chinese University of

Hong Kong / Honourary Professor of Law

2012-2018

President, The Red Cross of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of China
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THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG

Congregation 1991
Sir Ti-Liang Yang
Doctor of Letters honoris causa

Sir Yang Ti Liang has been the Chief Justice of Hong Kong since 1988. He is the first Chinese to hold
this most senior post in the Judiciary, second only in status in the Territory to the Governor. Born in
1929, Sir Yang was educated at Soochow University Law School in Shanghai and at University College
London where he was a Rockefeller Fellow in 1964. He was called to the Bar at Gray’s Inn in 1954. He
was appointed to the High Court in 1975, having previously served as a Magistrate and District Judge.

Sir Yang has been actively involved in the work of many organisations concerned with community
affairs in Hong Kong. He is President of the Hong Kong Scouts Association and the Society Against
Child Abuse, Patron of the Hong Kong Society for the Rehabilitation of Offenders and Vice-Chairman
of the Hong Kong Sea Cadet Corps. He served from 1981 to 1984 as Chairman of the University and
Polytechnic Grants Committee, the body for the planning of higher education in Hong Kong and is
currently the Chairman of the Council of the University of Hong Kong. He is also an honorary lecturer
in the Faculty of Law of the University.

In his professional sphere Sir Yang has been in the forefront of contributors to the development of the
law in Hong Kong through his membership of the Law Reform Commission. In the course of the past
quarter century he has chaired with distinction public inquiries commissioned by the Government into
a number of complex and sensitive issues of concern to the community. He now leads the Territory’s
Judiciary in its preparations for the transfer in 1997 of its sovereignty to China and the implementation
of the Basic Law, in the planning for which he has served as a member of the Basic Law Consultative
Committee.

The contributions of Sir Yang Ti Liang to Hong Kong are to be found in fields ranging from the
formulation of policy in law and order, through the development of tertiary education, to the welfare
of the young people of the Territory.

In recognition of his achievements in all these fields, the University has resolved to confer upon him
the degree of Doctor of Letters honoris causa.



1977 # 4 7 ——F B F FR2[RZ P IFHPEFrE R 2R3 5 < 52 28 G s s o
April 1977--- Ti -liang Yang, a Hong Kong High Court judge, and Lord Denning, Master of the Rolls (right),
presided over a moot in the Department of Law, University of Hong Kong. (Photo: Hong Kong University)

PR B AR 19851984 & B 1E T G B At AL
Justice of Appeal Ti-liang Yang served
the Rotary Club of Hong Kong as President in 1983-1984.



1992 & 7% 9P —BFAEEF ARG BB PHERL 774 47
BHEBAA (R ERTERE IS fELE - E(F 28 )84 -
9 July 1992---Administered by The Chief Justice Sir Ti-liang Yang, The Supreme Court of Hong Kong,
Mr. Chris Patten (right) took the oath and to be installed as the last (the 28th) Governor
of the British Crown Colony Hong Kong. (Photo: SCMP)

1995 &2 EEREFY:  FEF - DERFHSZFFHESL () 87 FRABRED FE KR -
Sir Ti-liang Yang (centre), Hong Kong’s first ethnic Chinese Chief Justice,
at the opening of the Legal Year in 1995,
inspecting the Guard of Honour at Edinburgh Place. (Photo: SCMP)



1995 # 11 % 12 p —%2= Bl e &p pP BfcT s §MEFT G 2] FHpEEL %/;*4—7:/%7
12 November 1995 -- Remembrance Sunday at the Cenotaph, Central,
Chief Justice Sir Ti-liang Yang lays a wreath. (Getty Images)
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1995 # 124 4p —F B A2 FPHEELLFEFTEFEHEFZTE -
4 December 1995 -- Sir Ti-Liang Yang, Chief Justice,
speaking at the Hong Kong Business Summit. (Getty Images)
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1995 # —F 5 Fibh = Fh FYwR- HEF T FHE#E (%5 3)
FAEL LG L FHEFEL  FEL LG FELEFEICEAL
AT ERERPHAEL (2L F) (BFEFLFFRAIL o F 5§ B M7t 1991-1992 % B 42 £ )
1995---The top 3 leaders of Hong Kong Scouting were encircled by a group of outstanding Scouts: (right to left)
Sir Ti-liang Yang, President of The Scout Association of Hong Kong; The Chief Scout Mr. Chris Pattern,
Governor of Hong Kong; Dr. Chau Cham-son, Chief Commissioner of Hong Kong Scouts (waving left hand)
(Chau was also a senior Rotarian who was President 1991-1992 of Hong Kong Rotary Club). (Photo: SCMP)

Ui prs- L 3 1994 # 1 2001 & #2% § 5 < B LR
Sir Ti-liang Yang served as
Pro-Chancellor of the University of Hong Kong from 1994 to 2001.
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2016 #——F =L FE gL FHPEELLEZRGF o (L e /Bl RzE: T4 mfpsg ZAFwd, o
2016---Sir Ti-liang Yang, President of the Hong Kong Red Cross,
inviting devoted people to “Bond with Blood, Go for Humanity”. (Photo: Hong Kong Red Cross)
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%?\*{«% BAH BB
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Z AGE

ChamQ 1 8. Companion@ /8, NowriousP 11 8, A8

22003 &5 2017 & » [Fefprad AT r## ((ﬁéﬁfﬁf Bf) da
A GET TR lf-’{& Fp=fis 3 &~ rﬂ@pjé
S EFET A S (P L) KRES o *ff{’/;f P p R LG -
In 2003-2017, Sir T. L. hosted a Radio Television Hong Kong radio programme, “Yang Ti-liang Mail Box”,
teaching English grammar and answering questions on his website.
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