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Coat-of-Arms of the Hong Kong Urban Council, 1935-1999

Logo of the Urban Council, 1973-1999

The Urban Council (4 & # #< % ) was first established as the Sanitary Board (3 /&:% /% /&) in
1883 in the British Crown Colony Hong Kong. 1In 1887, a system of partial elections was established,
allowing selected individuals to vote for members of the Board. On 1 March 1935, the Sanitary
Board was reconstituted to carry out the work which remained much the same until the Pacific War
broke outin 1941. The Board was renamed the Urban Council in 1936 when the government passed
the (Urban Council Ordinance Cap.101) , which gave legal motive to the already expanding range
of services provided by the Council.

After the Second World War (including the Pacific War theatre) ended in 1945, the Council
returned to its pre-war form but without any elected members. The work of the Sanitary
Department (7% /% ¥ ) of the government began to separate out from the Medical and Health Service.
On 28 May 1946, the Council met for the first time after the Imperial Japan’s occupation (1941-1945)
of the colonial Hong Kong. It was given power to carry out all its old duties---cleaning, burying the
dead, running bath houses and public lavatories, hawker control---as well as some new ones, such
as the use of bathing beaches throughout Hong Kong.

Only in May 1952 did elections return to the Urban Council. Two members were elected.
Later in 1952, the number of elected members was doubled, their terms of office extended to two
years, and the franchise enlarged.



By April 1956 half of the members of the Urban Council were elected, but by a minority of the
population. A voter had to be at least 21 years of age, to have lived in Hong Kong for at least three
years and to be qualified in at least one of 23 categories, which included educational qualifications
(School Certificate Examination or equivalent), be a juror, salaried taxpayer, or a member of certain
professional organizations. More details can be found in Schedule 1 of the { Urban Council
Ordinance, Cap.101) . Itwasestimated thatin 1970 there were 250,000 eligible voters and in 1981
the number had increased to 400,000 — 500,000.

In the 1960s, the duties of the Urban Council continued to multiply. The modern or the
“second generation” City Hall (4 i# ~ ¢ ¥ ) in Central was opened in 1962, followed by the first
multi-storey market in Jardine’s Bazaar (4 #) , Causeway Bay (4F 48:%), in March 1963.

In 1973, the Council was re-organized under non-government control. It was given financial
autonomy, which meant the budget could be planned without the approval of the Legislative Council
(4 & 272 k). It was also no longer primarily in charge of housing. From then onwards, there
were no government officials on the Council and both the chairman and vice-chairman were elected
among the 24 members. At the time, the Council was unique in consisting solely of members of
the public.

In the 1960s, the Council proposed that its jurisdiction should be expanded to encompass the
entire Colony, but this was not accepted. The Urban Services Department (USD) (7 sc® 5% %)
already provided services in the New Territories (#7 % ¥ ) despite the Council not having jurisdiction
there. In 1979, the New Territories Services Department (#7 % # 7z % ) was created (within the
Urban Services Department) as a dedicated unit to take up these responsibilities.

In 1986, Regional Council (% % 7 7z k& ) was set up to serve the New Territories (excluding New
Kowloon), analogous to the Urban Council. The New Territories Services Department, separated
from the USD, was re-organized to form the Regional Services Department (% # # 5<% 7% ) as the
executive arm of the Regional Council.

In 1994, the Council became fully elected based on universal and equal adult suffrage.

After the transfer of sovereignty on 1 July 1997, the Council’s name was changed to Provisional
Urban Council, consisting of members of the pre-handover Council, and new members were
appointed by the Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (% & 4 %] 7 5)c ¥
77c£ 7). The Hong Kong SAR Government then announced that the councils would be abolished
in 1999. The Urban Council was dissolved on 31 December 1999 as planned. Within days of the
dissolution of the Council, its distinctive symbol was systematically removed from public sight.

Duties and services

The Urban Council provided many services to the Hong Kong people over the years. The
Urban Services Department was the executive branch of the Council to implement policies and
services. In 1997, it had about 16,000 employees, according to its published leaflet of (Service
Promises). The Council’s services included: recreational venues and activities, libraries, museums,
cultural and entertainment venues, ticketing, wet markets, hawker registration and control,
cremation, street cleansing, issuing licenses, and operating abattoirs. The Council also held the
authority of the Liquor Licensing Board (iFy# 4 ).
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Arts and culture

The Urban Council played a significant role in the artistic and cultural development of Hong
Kong. It also managed the Urban Council Public Libraries system in Hong Kong Island and
Kowloon which, upon the dissolution of the municipal councils, was merged with the Regional
Council Public Libraries to form Hong Kong Public Libraries.

Cultural events

The Council held the Festival of Asian Arts (7 7+ £ j#¥4") every year since 1976. The Council
also sponsored the Hong Kong International Film Festival (4 & & *% & # &), which took place
annually mid-year and which gave Hong Kong people a rare chance to see a range of international
film making, as well as Chinese films. The Independent Short Film and Video Awards were
founded in 1993.

Museums

The Hong Kong Museum of Art (% /& # jt¥4&) regularly exhibits Chinese and Western art and
frequently arranges art exchanges with overseas countries. The Hong Kong Museum of History (%
% At ¢ 1 ¥ 47), once housed in Kowloon Park (4 #¢ = §]), records local history and oral tradition.
It is now located at Chatham Road (7% #ig) in Tsim Sha Tsui (%« #/#2). The Hong Kong Space
Museum (3 & ~ % 4) presents shows in the Space Theatre and exhibitions on astronomy, nature
and space exploration with IMAX techniques.

Arts groups

The Council directly financed and often even managed many local arts groups. In 1983, at “An
Evening With the Council’s Performing Companies”---one of the events in the Urban Council
Centenary Celebration---the then-council chairman Hilton Cheong-Leen (5 7 #) said, “Together
with the Government, the Urban Council is committed to the development of the arts in Hong Kong.
We aim to do so at the professional level so that gifted Hong Kong citizens can develop their artistic
potential. We also aim to make available to all members of the community a wide range of artistic
performance for their enjoyment and appreciation. And in the not too distant future we hope to
see Hong Kong recognized as a major international centre of the performing arts.”

The Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra (3 i » % @) was established in 1977, under direct financial
support and management by the Urban Council.

The Hong Kong Repertory Theatre (% i 3% /5] ®) was also founded in 1977 and was directly
financed and administered by the Urban Council. It aims to promote and raise the standards of
the theatrical “stage play” drama in Cantonese in the territory with professional actors, directors,
playwrights, administration, training and production.

The Hong Kong Dance Company (% i# # k>®) was established in May 1981, and was at one
time directly administered by the Urban Council. It aims to combine classical and folk traditions
of China with contemporary international awareness. These groups were later taken over by the
Leisure and Cultural Services Department (& % % < it ¥ 7% % ) when the Urban Council was
dissolved. In 2001, the groups were privatized and became limited companies, but still receive
funding from the government.



Recreation and sport

The Council operated sports grounds, parks, indoor games halls, and public swimming pools.

Sanitation

The Council was responsible for street cleansing, refuse collection, and pest control. It
operated refuse collection points, public toilets and bathhouses, and was responsible for rubbish
bins throughout the urban area. It was also responsible for the control of hawkers, issuing hawker

licenses and operating hawker bazaars.

The Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra 7 # @ # /&

The Hong Kong Dance Company 7 & # #%/%]
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Sanitary Board Members % & %% & ik B

Dr. The Honourable Roberto Alexandre de Senna Fernandes de Castro Basto

FE R 2R E <& A 1930-1933/1933-1936 (% :E )
Sanitary Board Unofficial Member 1930-1933/1933-1936 (elected)
B i AL LBk AL R
Active Member, Rotary Club of Hong Kong

LI A
Dr. The Honourable Sir Tsun-Nin Chau

Kt, CBE, OStJ, HonLLD (HKU), MA (Oxon), LLB (Oxon), JP

FERZEE TR 1929-1932 (£ =)
Sanitary Board Unofficial Member 1929-1932 (appointed)
B B3 EAL B R
Active Member, Rotary Club of Hong Kong



AR RZET T &EA 1922-1931 (£ =)
Sanitary Board Unofficial Member 1922-1931 (appointed)
A B AL BAL B
Active Member, Rotary Club of Hong Kong

Dr. The Honourable Li Shu-Fan
HonLLD (HKU), FICS, FRCS, FCCP, MBBS (Edinburgh), JP

FERZEE T &R 1932-1937 (i)
Sanitary Board Unofficial Member 1932-1937 (elected)
B3 A 1938-1939 & B ALE
President 1938-1939, Rotary Club of Hong Kong
{ET BHEBALLAEALR 1954 &
Charter Member 1954, Rotary Club of Hong Kong Island West
REHdh% 96 2 % 1947-1948 & R 2. %
Rotary International Governor of the 96th District 1947-1948
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B 4 B2

Dr. The Honourable Sir M. K. Lo, Kt, CBE, HonLLD (HKU), JP

FAERZET S %A 1929-1932 (xiE ) /1932-1937 (£ =)
Sanitary Board Unofficial Member 1929-1932 (elected) / 1932-1937 (appointed)
3 ik 1934-1935 & BALE
President 1934-1935, Rotary Club of Hong Kong

1
Dr. The Honourable Sir Henry Edward Pollock

Kt, HonLLD (HKU), KC, QC, JP

FE BT XA 1903-1906 (£ =)
Sanitary Board Unofficial Member 1903-1906 (appointed)
B B AL I TRAL A
Active Member, Rotary Club of Hong Kong
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Dr. The Honourable Ts’o Seen-Wan, CBE, HonLLD (HKU), JP

FAERZET TXE 1918-1929 (£ =)
Sanitary Board Unofficial Member 1918-1929 (appointed)
Ak mApAEA R 1930 &
Charter Member 1930, Rotary Club of Hong Kong
A B4 At 1932-1933 £ B A+ £
President 1932-1933, Rotary Club of Hong Kong

Urban Council Members 4 i+ sc & 2 B

Dr. The Honourable Roberto Alexandre de Senna Fernandes de Castro Basto

B FChRZET TR A 1937-1940 (i)
Urban Council Unofficial Member 1937-1940 (elected)
B B 3% A AL R
Active Member, Rotary Club of Hong Kong
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The Honourable Peter Chan Chi-Kwan

W pe ik B 1969-1983/1983-1986/1986-1989/1989-1991 ( & :E )
Urban Council Member 1969-1983 /1983-1986/1986-1989/1989-1991 (elected)
TR F Ak 1972-1973 & BALE
President 1972-1973, Rotary Club of New Territories, Hong Kong

W ki ik B 1965-1983/1991-1995 (£ =)
Urban Council Member 1965-1983/1991-1995 (appointed)
Wk @R 1983-1986 & (£ = & 7 iF)
Vice-Chairman of Urban Council 1983-1986 (appointed & elected)

W gk AR 1986-1989/1989-1991 & (£ = & 7 i)
Chairman of Urban Council 1986-1989/1989-1991 (appointed & elected)
1 A WAL B AL R
Active Member, Rotary Club of Kowloon, Hong Kong
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The Honourable Lawrence Fung Hing-Lun, JP

W e khik B 1976-1983/1983-1986/1986-1987 (£ =)
Urban Council Member 1976-1983 /1983-1986/1986-1987 (appointed)
BB At 1973-1974 & BALE
President 1973-1974, Rotary Club of Hong Kong

G T L

The Honourable Fung Hon-Chu, CBE, JP

Wopch AT & A 1960-1966 (£ =)
Urban Council Unofficial Member 1960-1966 (appointed)
B BT WA 1954-19550 & B A4 K
Charter President 1954-1955, Rotary Club of Hong Kong Island West
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Dr. The Honourable Sir Kenneth Fung Ping-Fan
Kt, CBE, KStJ, HonDSocSc (HKU), HonLLD (CUHK), JP

Tk MAET TR A 1951-1960 (£ =)
Senior Unofficial Member of the Urban Council 1951-1960 (appointed)
4 kit 1949-1950 & B ALE
President 1949-1950, Rotary Club of Hong Kong
R 3 i 345 = % 1961-1962 # & %%
Rotary International District 345 Governor 1961-1962

TR

Dr. The Honourable Hu Fa-Kuang
GBM, CBE, HonDSocSc (HKCityU), BSc (SJTU), JP

WWEXESE

kiR B 1973-1983/1983-1984 (£ i)
Urban Council Member 1973-1983/1983-1984 (appointed)
B b AL TLBAL R
Active Member, Rotary Club of Hong Kong
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The Honourable KWOK Chan, CBE, KStJ, JP

W gk by <3k A 1950-1957 (£ =)
Urban Council Unofficial Member 1950-1957 (appointed)
BB imit 1951-1952 & B AL &
President 1951-1952, Rotary Club of Hong Kong

i+

AR L

Dr. The Honourable Philip Kwok Chi-Kuen
SBS, DSc (Harvard), MSc (Harvard), BSc (MIT), JP

W pchik B 1980-1983/1983-1986/1986-1989 (£ i= )
Urban Council Member 1980-1983 /1983-1986/1986-1989 (appointed)
4 et mAat 1980-1981 # B AL&
President 1980-1981, Rotary Club of Hong Kong
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The Honourable Li Tse-Fong, BA (HKU), JP

FxHoprh Rty vk A 1939 72100 (£iT)
Bk AT TR 1940 # 30 -1941 E 12 0 (£ =)

Acting Urban Council Unofficial Member July-October 1939 (appointed_
Urban Council Unofficial Member March 1940 - December 1941 (appointed)
B B 3% A AL R
Active Member, Rotary Club of Hong Kong

BpArE L
Dr. The Honourable Lo Kwee-Seong
CBE, HonLLD (HKU), BA (HKU), JP

Bk AT TR A 1962-1966 (£ =)
Urban Council Unofficial Member 1962-1966 (appointed)
T BHEBALIAEALR 1954 £
Charter Member 1954, Rotary Club of Hong Kong Island West
B BT B A 1960-1961 & R ALE
President 1960-1961, Rotary Club of Hong Kong Island West
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B 4 B2

Dr. The Honourable Sir M. K. Lo, Kt, CBE, HonLLD (HKU), JP

W gk 2R E <& A 1946-1951 (£ =)
Urban Council Unofficial Member 1946-1951 (appointed)
4 kit 1934-1935 & B AL E
President 1934-1935, Rotary Club of Hong Kong

Lo S

Dr. The Honourable Sir Rogerio Hyndman Lobo
Kt, CBE, HonLLD (HKU), JP

B FChRZET kA 1965-1978 (£ i)
Urban Council Unofficial Member 1965-1978 (appointed)
A RAEEALR
Honorary Member, Rotary Club of Hong Kong
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W gk 2R E <& A 1957-1961 (£ =)
Urban Council Unofficial Member 1957-1961 (appointed)
B kit 1964-1965 & B ALE
President 1964-1965, Rotary Club of Hong Kong
R 3 5 345 = % 1967-1968 # & %%
Rotary International District 345 Governor 1967-1968

ZRIER =1

Dr. The Honourable Arnaldo de Oliveira Sales
GCIH, GBM, CBE, HonDSocSc (HKBU), JP

Bopch AT & A 1957-1973 (£ =)

Urban Council Unofficial Member 1957-1973 (appointed)
Wopch R 1973-1981 # (£ 1= & FiF)
Chairman of Urban Council 1973-1981 (appointed & elected)
4 kAt 1965-1966 & B AL &

President 1965-1966, Rotary Club of Hong Kong
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FA2 AT

The Honourable Shum Choi-Sang, SBS, OBE, JP

W rch& B 1974-1983/1983-1985 (£ i)
Urban Council Member 1974-1983 /1983-1985 (appointed)
A B AL I BRAL B
Active Member, Rotary Club of Hong Kong

HazkyE L

Dr. The Honourable Maria Tam Wai-Chu
GBM, CBE, HonLLD (CUHK), LLB (London), JP

W ki B 1979-1983/1983-1986 ( %% )
Urban Council Member 1979-1983 /1983-1986 (elected)
vk @k A E AR
Honorary Member, Rotary Club of Tolo Harbour, Hong Kong
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The Honourable William Ngartse Thomas Tam, OBE, JP

W gk by <k A 1936-1940 (£ =)
Urban Council Unofficial Member 1936-1940 (appointed)
{ A EAEAE R 1930 &
Charter Member 1930, Rotary Club of Hong Kong
BB imit 1936-1937 & BALE
President 1936-1937, Rotary Club of Hong Kong

BET &L

Dr. The Honourable Sir Shiu-Kin Tang
Kt., CBE, KStJ, HonLLD (HKU), JP

Bk AT &R 1937-1941 (£ =)
Urban Council Unofficial Member 1937-1941 (appointed)
B i 4 ik LBAL R
Active Member, Rotary Club of Hong Kong
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ER A

Dr. The Honourable Wilson Wang Tze-Sam
OBE, HonLLD (CUHK), BSc (HKU), JP

Wk by w3k A 1961-1970 (£ =)
Urban Council Unofficial Member 1961-1970 (appointed)
BB RH A 1959-1960 & B ALE
President 1959-1960, Rotary Club of Hong Kong Island East

T AT YL

The Honourable Benjamin Wong-Tape, OBE, JP

W gk 2R E <3k R 1936-1941/1946-1950 (£ =)
Urban Council Unofficial Member 1936-1941/1946-1950 (appointed)
A EF A AAARLE 1931-1932 &
Charter Secretary 1931-1932, Rotary Club of Hong Kong
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Dr. The Honourable James Wu Man-Hon
OBE, HonLLD (HKU), HonDEng (HKPoly), BSc (Eng) (Sun Yat Sen), JP
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W gk by <k R 1968-1973 (£ =)
Urban Council Unofficial Member 1968-1973 (appointed)
Bk L %A 1957-1958 & B ALK
President 1957-1958, Rotary Club of Hong Kong Island East

7R FE LA ]

Urban Council Centenary Garden
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Logo of the Regional Council, 1986-1999

The Regional Council (% #* # 7z % ) was a municipal council in Hong Kong responsible for
municipal services in the New Territories (excluding New Kowloon). Its services were provided by
the Regional Services Department, the executive arm of the Regional Council. Its headquarters
were located near Sha Tin Railway Station () = 48§ 2.

Technically, only Hong Kong Island, Kowloon, and New Kowloon were within the purview of
the Urban Council. But the Urban Services Department, the executive arm of the Urban Council,
began servicing the New Territories with its establishment in 1953.

Following public consultation, a Provisional Regional Council was established on 1 April 1985
under the auspices of the colonial Hong Kong Government, to provide for the New Territories what
the Urban Council did for Hong Kong Island, Kowloon and New Kowloon. Like the Urban Council,
the Regional Council was created in 1986 as an elected body comprising representatives from
constituencies and district boards.

In 1986, planning began for the Council’s headquarters building. Until permanent premises
were built, departments of the Regional Council were scattered around various buildings in Tsim
Sha Tsui. A site was selected near Sha Tin Town Centre and construction began in April 1989. It
was opened on 27 September 1991 by Hong Kong Governor Sir David Wilson (% i .5 2 f; & 1)
and Lady Wilson. The building consisted of a low block, housing the council chambers, alongside
a 20-storey tower home to the various units of the Regional Services Department. The building
was designed by Peter Keeping, a senior architect of the Architectural Services Department (i # % ),
and cost HK$200 million. The entrance is guarded by two marble lions made in Beijing (#* ».).
Today the building is the headquarters of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.

After the transfer of sovereignty on 1 July 1997, the name was once again changed to Provisional
Regional Council, consisting of members of the pre-handover Council, and new members appointed
by the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Chief Executive Tung Chee-Hwa (3 i& 4 %] (7 5/ %
f7rck T &1 #). The Council was dissolved on 31 December 1999 together with the Provisional
Urban Council under the then-Chief Executive’s plan to streamline and centralize municipal services
as part of his government policy reforms. The functions of the two councils were replaced by two
newly established government departments, the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department ( &
¥ %8 2 %) and the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (& % % <~ i* % 53+ %).

The archives of the two municipal councils are held by the Hong Kong Public Libraries, and are
available online in digitized form.
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The green area indicates the servicing territory of the Regional Council
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Advertisement of the Regional Council on the public bus which runs in the New Territories.
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Regional Council Members % % % #c/ 3% R
RAFT TR

The Honourable Benton Cheung Yan-Lung, CBE, OStJ, BA (Sun Yat Sen), JP

TR RE S FTh 2 A 1985-1986 (£ ix)
Chairman of Provisional Regional Council 1985-1986 (appointed)
%wEH FThH AR 1986-1995 (£ ix)
Chairman of Regional Council 1986-1995 (appointed)
AT A AEAL R 1969 &
Charter Member 1969, Rotary Club of New Territories, Hong Kong
AR F A 19711972 & BALE
President 1971-1972, Rotary Club of New Territories, Hong Kong

AT T

She

The Honourable Ho Sun-Kuen, JP

TR RS Fchik B 1985-1986 (%:E)
Provisional Regional Council Member 1985-1986 (elected)

TR R A 1986-1989 (xiE) / 1991-1995 (£ =)
Regional Council Member 1986-1989 (elected) / 1991-1995 (appointed)
FTh A AAEAE R 1969 &

Charter Member 1969, Rotary Club of New Territories, Hong Kong
T A A 1976-1977 & B ALE
President 1976-1977, Rotary Club of New Territories, Hong Kong
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TRINE e

The Honourable Tony C. N. Kan, SBS, PCLL (HKU), LLB (London), JP

% BB Jehik B 1989-1991/1995-1997 (% iE)
Regional Council Member 1989-1991 / 1995-1997 (elected)

T RE S sch A 1997-1999 (iF)
Vice-Chairman of Provisional Regional Council 1997-1999 (elected)
Vm Ak 1993-1994 & R AL E
President 1993-1994, Rotary Club of Shatin, Hong Kong

HiFsm < Te L

The Honourable Daniel Lam Wai-Keung, SBS, BBA, JP

%W E W FchiR R 1991-1995 (F %)
Regional Council Member 1991-1995 (ex-officio)
B W FThH AR 1995-1997 (F %)
Chairman of Regional Council 1995-1997 (ex-officio)
TR RS FThRE 1997-1999 (F %)
Provisional Regional Council Member 1997-1999 (ex-officio)
Y E H AL AR
Honorary Member, Rotary Club of Channel Islands, Hong Kong
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FlagEd

Dr. The Honourable Lau Wong-Fat, GBM, OBE, HonLLD (CUPSL), JP

TR RE T Fohik B 1985-1986 (4§ %)
Provisional Regional Council Member 1985-1986 (ex-officio)
%W FT kiR B 1986-1997 (F %)
Regional Council Member 1986-1997 (ex-officio)
Tl R3S 5ok A A 1997-1999 (F %)
Chairman of Provisional Regional Council 1997-1999 (ex-officio)
TR B Ak R B
Honorary Member, Rotary Club of New Territories, Hong Kong

24 Rk R
The Honourable Gilbert Leung Kam-Ho, BSocSc (CUHK)

B P Fc kiR R 1991-1993 (%:E)
Regional Council Member 1991-1993 (elected)
7 4% Ak 1989-1990 & &AL £
President 1989-1990, Rotary Club of New Territories, Hong Kong
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Pfod A T W1

The Honourable W. Ping Leung, FCCA, JP

T B W Fc kiR R 1995-1997 (%:E)
Regional Council Member 1995-1997 (elected)

TR R Fehik R 1997-1999 (i)
Provisional Regional Council Member 1997-1999 (elected)
< 3 Ak 2006-2007 £ B AEE
President 2006-2007, Rotary Club of Tai Po, Hong Kong

3 %% A

The Honourable Johnny Wong Chi-Keung, LLM (London), LLB (London)

B H Fc kiR R 1995-1997 (X:E)
Regional Council Member 1995-1997 (elected)

TR RS Fchik R 1997-1999 (%:E)
Provisional Regional Council Member 1997-1999 (elected)
SR EARLIAEAL R 1991 #

Charter Member 1991, Rotary Club of Tai Po, Hong Kong
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Refuse collection services provided by the Regional Service Department
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Mobile library service operated by the Regional Council
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