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The Rotary wheel design, a gear-like symbol, represents the core values and global reach of 

Rotary International.  It symbolizes civilization, movement, and the collective action of Rotarians 

working to create positive change.  The 24 cogs and 6 spokes of the gear design further emphasize 

the wheel’s role as a functional tool, representing the organization’s commitment to service and 

progress.  The initial design, sketched by Montague Bear in 1905, was a simple wagon wheel with 

13 spokes.  This design evolved, with the current gear-like wheel adopted in 1923, featuring 24 cogs 

and 6 spokes.  The design has been updated in 2013 (see the emblem at top right) to appear more 

modern and dynamic, but the core symbolism remains the same. 

Symbolism: 

The wheel represents several key aspects of Rotary: 

 Civilization and Movement: The original design, a wagon wheel, symbolized the progress and 

advancement of civilization.  

 Service Work in Action: The gear design signifies the practical, hands-on work that Rotarians 

undertake to address community needs.  

 Collective Action: The wheel’s interconnected components represent the power of collaboration 

and the impact that can be achieved when individuals work together.  

 Global Network: The wheel’s global reach signifies Rotary’s worldwide presence and its 

commitment to connecting communities and cultures.  

 《Service Above Self》The wheel embodies Rotary’s core principle of selfless service.  

Keyway: 

In 1923, a “keyway” was added to the hub of the wheel to represent the individual Rotarian member, 

who is the key to the organization’s functioning.  

Colours: 

The official colors, blue and gold, were adopted in 1929 and further enhance the wheel’s visual 

identity.  (see the emblem at top left) 
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