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Eminent Hong Kong Rotarians honored with Knights Bachelor

By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#xl=2) (Rotary China Historian)

1 November 2015

The insignia of a Knight Bachelor devised in 1926

The title of Knight Bachelor is the basic rank granted to a man who has been knighted by
the monarch but not inducted as a member of one of the organized orders of chivalry; it is a
part of the British honours system. The award originated in the Middle Ages. Knights
Bachelor are the most ancient sort of British knight (the rank existed during the 13th-century
reign of King Henry III), but Knights Bachelor rank below knights of chivalric orders.

Criteria

Knighthood is usually conferred for public service; amongst its recipients are all male
judges of His/Her Majesty’s High Court of Justice in England. It is possible to be a Knight
Bachelor and a junior member of an order of chivalry without being a knight of that order;
this situation has become rather common, especially among those recognized for
achievements in entertainment.

Honorifics and post-nominal letters

A man who is knighted is formally addressed as “Sir [First Name] [Surname]” or “Sir
[First Name]” and his wife as “Lady [Surname]”.

Knights Bachelor may prefix “Sir” to their forenames, and wives of Knights may prefix
“Lady” to their surnames. There are no post-nominal letters associated with the honour nor
can it be awarded to women. (They are appointed DBE --- Dames Commander of the Order
of the British Empire, instead.)



Insignia

Until 1926, Knights Bachelor had no insignia which they could wear, but in that year
King George V issued a warrant authorizing the wearing of a badge on all appropriate
occasions by Knights Bachelor; this badge (see photo on Page 1) is worn on the left side of the
coat or outer garment (see Kenneth Fung’s photo). Measuring 2+38 inches (60 mm) in
length and 1+38 inches (35 mm) in width, it is described in heraldic terms as follows:

Upon an oval medallion of vermilion, enclosed by a scroll a cross-hilted sword belted and
sheathed, pommel upwards, between two spurs, rowels upwards, the whole set about with
the sword belt, all gilt.

In 1974, Queen Elizabeth II issued a further warrant authorizing the wearing on
appropriate occasions of a pendant badge (see photo on Page 3), slightly smaller, and in
miniature. In 1988, a new certificate of authentication, a knight’s only personal
documentation, was designed by the College of Arms.

Equivalence

There is no female counterpart to Knight Bachelor. The lowest knightly honour that
can be conferred upon a woman is Dame Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire (DBE), which is one rank higher than Knight Bachelor (being the female
equivalent of KBE or Knight Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire,
which is the next male knightly rank above Knight Bachelor).

Only citizens of the British Commonwealth realms can be created Knights Bachelor;
people of other nationalities are generally made honorary KBEs.
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Dr. The Honourable Sir Shouson Chow (% % € & 2)

HonLLD (HKU), JP

A B AL B AL B
Active Member, Rotary Club of Hong Kong

Sir William Woodward Hornell (& % & 1)

CIE, HonLLD (HKU), MA (Oxon)

3B At 1930-1932 & & £]AEAL &
Charter President 1930-1932, Rotary Club of Hong Kong



Dr. The Honourable Sir Harry Fang Sin-Yang (= « 2§ & 2.)

GBM, CBE, HonDSc (HKOU), HonDSocSc (HkPolyU), HonLLD (CUHK), HonLLD (HKU),
MCH.ORTH, FRACS, FACS, FRCPE, FRCSE, MSc (Liverpool), MBBS (HKU), JP

A BT ALK E AR
Honorary Member, Rotary Club of Hong Kong

Dr. The Honourable Sir Kenneth Fung Ping-Fan (/5 % %* & 2.)

CBE, KStJ, HonDSocSc (HKU), HonLLD (CUHK), JP

A B A 1949-1950 & RALE
President 1949-1950, Rotary Club of Hong Kong
R 4% 85 345 + % 1961-1962 &= & %
Rotary International District 345 Governor 1961-1962
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Dr. The Honourable Sir Robert Hormus Kotewall (% gk & 2)

CMG, HonLLD (HKU), JP

A B AL I BRAL B
Active Member, Rotary Club of Hong Kong

Dr. The Honourable Sir Man-Kam Lo (% < 4} § 1)

CBE, HonLLD (HKU), JP

BB A 1934-1935 & B ALK
President 1934-1935, Rotary Club of Hong Kong
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Dr. The Honourable Sir Rogerio Hyndman Lobo (% i# & 21)

CBE, HonLLD (HKU), JP

ER Sl P
Honorary Member, Rotary Club of Hong Kong

The Honourable Sir Alasdair Duncan Atholl MacGregor (% 72 3 & 1

CStJ, KC, MA (Edinburgh), BA (Oxon)

A BT AL K R AR
Honorary Member, Rotary Club of Hong Kong
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Dr. The Honourable Sir Henry Edward Pollock (3 % & 2)

HonLLD (HKU), KC, QC, JP

B B e AL LR AL B
Active Member, Rotary Club of Hong Kong

Dr. The Honourable Sir Run Run Shaw (#R:ig £ & 2)

GBM, CBE, HonD (Zhejiang), HonLLD (Oxford), HonDBA (PolyHK), HonDLitt (HKBC),
HonDHum (SUNY), HonDSc (CityPolyHK), HonDLitt (Sussex),
HonDSocSc (East Asia), HonDSocSc (CUHK), HonLLD (HKU)

1 A Fik 1966-1967 & B AL E
President 1966-1967, Rotary Club of Kowloon, Hong Kong
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7 March 1978 -- Run Run Shaw was invested Knight Bachelor by Queen Elizabeth II at
Buckingham Palace, London. Accompanying were Lady Lily Shaw (right), and daughter Dorothy Shaw.

The Honourable Sir William Edward Leonard Shenton

% B H AL AL AL R /2 E 1930
Charter Member & Director 1930, Rotary Club of Hong Kong


https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw234262/Sir-William-Edward-Leonard-Shenton?LinkID=mp140916&role=sit&rNo=0

Dr. The Honourable Sir Shiu-Kin Tang (8% & & §- 1)

CBE, KStJ, HonLLD (HKU), JP

A B AL I BRAL B
Active Member, Rotary Club of Hong Kong

Dr. The Honourable Dato Seri Paduka Sir Ti-Liang Yang (4 -1 4 8- 1)

GBM, SPMB, HonLLD (PolyHK), HonDLitt (HKU),
HonLLD (CUHK), FCIArb, LLB (UCL), JP

% B Ak 1983-1984 & BRALE
President 1983-1984, Rotary Club of Hong Kong
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Knights Bachelor in Chronological Order

(1) 1924 — Sir Henry Edward Pollock
(2) 1926 — Sir Shouson Chow
(3) 1931 -- Sir William Woodward Hornell
(4) 1933 -- Sir William Edward Leonard Shenton
(5) 1935 — Sir Alasdair Duncan Atholl MacGregor
(6) 1938 — Sir Robert Hormus Kotewall
(7) 1948 -- Sir Man-Kam Lo
(8) 1964 — Sir Shiu-Kin Tang
(9) 1971 -- Sir Kenneth Fung Ping-Fan
(10) 1978 -- Sir Run Run Shaw
(11) 1984 -- Sir Rogerio Hyndman Lobo
(12) 1988 -- Sir Ti-Liang Yang
(13) 1996 -- Sir Harry Fang Sin-Yang

The Buckingham Palace, London, United Kingdom
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