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Sir Harry Fang Sin-Yang -- “Father of Rehabilitation’
By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#=c2) (Rotary China Historian)

10 August 2017

An honorary member of the Hong Kong Rotary Club (% /% # #:4+), Dr. The Honorable Sir Harry
Fang Sin-Yang (= « & & 1), Kt, GBM, CBE, HonDSc (HKOU), HonDSocSc (HkPolyU), HonLLD (CUHK),
HonLLD (HKU), MCH.ORTH, FRACS, FACS, FRCPE, FRCSE, MSc (Liverpool), MBBS (HKU), JP (2 August
1923 — 24 August 2009), was a renowned orthopaedic surgeon as well as a founding member of The
Hong Kong Society for Rehabilitation (HKSR) (% &4k & ¢ ) in 1959, and President 1980-1984 of the
Rehabilitation International (&% 42 % 4 ¢ ) — the first Asian held this leadership.

Fang was widely known as the “Father of Rehabilitation” (4 % 2. < ) in Asia. During his life, he led
the HKSR’s campaign for the welfare of people with disability, fostering equal opportunities and
changing the public’s opinion about them. Fang also raised funds for constructing specialist hospitals
and promoted the development of rehabilitation locally and internationally, and in the Chinese
mainland. His contribution was enormous and far-reaching, making him a role model in the field of
rehabilitation and a lead extraordinaire. He lit up the lives of many during his life.

Fang was a Rotarian of many parts---devoted husband and loving father to his extended family; a
distinguished medical practitioner; a visionary pioneer and leader in rehabilitation services; an upright
statesman and politician; and a humanitarian who worked tirelessly for the disadvantaged and disabled.
He was a man of high virtue and integrity, a great leader who had devoted his lifetime to the rights,
welfare and health for the public-at-large especially for those with special needs.

Proudto be lg%\ a Rotarian
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When RI meets RI
This is a short report published on the October 1980 Issue of (The Rotarian) magazine:

5 »

Representatives of two “R.1.’s” greeted one another on 27 June 1980, in Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Canada. Dr. The Honourable Harry Fang (left) (Member of Hong Kong Rotary Club), incoming
president of Rehabilitation International, and Rolf J. Klarich, President-Elect of Rotary International,
were attending the 14th World Congress of Rehabilitation International, where President-Elect Rolf
presented, on behalf of 1979-1980 Rotary International President James L. Bomar, Jr., a Rotary
International Presidential Citation to Rehabilitation International.

Rotary @ Rehabilitation
International

Rehabilitation International has a long and interesting history with Rotary. In truth, it began with
a Rotarian Edgar Allen who joined the Rotary Club of Elyria, Ohio, U.S.A., shortly after its founding in
1918. In a special meeting held in 1919 of which was attended by 250 Rotarians from all over the State,
Allen delivered a touching speech on the concern of crippled children. Moved by the heartfelt
presentation, the Rotarians promptly adopted a resolution to help people with disabilities. Immediately
afterwards, “Ohio Society for Crippled Children” was established. Soon, word of the Society’s work
spread across the country. In the fall of 1921, the “Ohio Society for Crippled Children” held a meeting
of interested people from Michigan, New York, Illinois, and Ohio. The result was the establishment of
the “National Society for Crippled Children” in 1922, with “Daddy” Edgar Allen as President, Rotary’s
Founder Paul Harris to serve as Chairman of the Board of Directors. Over the years, the Society grew
into an international organization called the “International Society for Crippled Children”.

During the Second World War, due in large part to the crippling injuries received in combat, the
name of the Society was changed to include adults. The variation of this new name was the
“International Society for the Welfare of Cripples”. This may have been an accurate description of what
the Society did but the words ‘Welfare of Cripples’ were perceived by some as condescending. The
Society was then renamed the “International Society for Rehabilitation”. The current name,
“Rehabilitation International” was adopted in the early 1970s.
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A Tough Journey of Medical Studies

Fang was born in Nanking (Nanjing) (% * ), Republic of China (¥ # % K]), though he had a family
home in Anhui (<% #%), the fourth child of General Fang Cheng-Wu (= & 7% #-% ) ---a hero in the Sino-
Japanese War. Fang’s family moved to Shanghai (} /%) in 1931 and then moved to the British Crown
Colony Hong Kong (% i#) in 1938.

Fang arrived to study in Hong Kong, attending King’s College (# 2 % [+) from 1936 to 1940. There
were years of hard work. He soon showed an early determination to equip himself with Cantonese,
English, and to matriculate one year earlier than most. It was not an easy task and he had a formidable
struggle to make his way. He began his studies in the University of Hong Kong (% /& + %) in 1940.
Father Kelly, warden at Ricci Hall (135 & 7 £ ), provided him with a place--- (with Jesuitical aplomb)
a pantry then converted into young Fang’s living quarters. From then Fang completed his first year and
began the second year. The Pacific War broke out in December 1941 however intervened. He had his
share of incident. Had the Japanese snipers been more accurate in shooting the first-aiders in his
ambulance, he would have been killed at that point. As a testimony to his bravery at War he was
awarded by Great Britain the Defense Medal (f# f##> % ) in 1948.

The story of Fang’s escape into China was a further clue as to his determination, and he eventually
made his way into the Chinese Mainland and even spent a year as manager of a soya bean factory. He
gladly associated himself with Professor Gordon King’s ‘medical nursery’; so on to Chungking
(Chongqing) (£ & ). He returned to Hong Kong after the War ended in 1945 and, following the scheme
of allowing those studying in China to count their wartime studies, he was, at age 26, a doctor at last.

Fang’s talents were quickly recognized in Hong Kong and from 1950 he took up a number of posts
in the University of Hong Kong including that of Lecturer in Orthopaedic Surgery. The Sino-British
Fellowship which he earned in 1952, took him to Liverpool, United Kingdom, where he produced a
dissertation on the cervical-spine. The method used involved studying all the records of convicted
murderers who had been hanged at Liverpool, to discover what happened (in orthopaedic terms) at that
final moment of dispatch. The Merseyman, so he discovered, hangs just like everyone else. His
subsequent publications in learned medical journals expanded the knowledge which he had acquired.

The Medical Practice

Back in Hong Kong Fang resumed his medical education and quickly became a well-known figure
in medical institutions such as St. Paul’s Hospital (¥ i%4# %3 I%), Grantham Hospital (& £ %5 f%), the
Margaret Trench Medical Rehabilitation Centre (#‘ it £ 4 42 & ), the Ruttonjee Sanatorium (&3¢
7o f % I2), and the Duchess of Kent Children’s Orthopaedic Hospital (124 = & % % 2§ ¥ f) of which
he was Chairman of the Medical Advisory Committee. Fang soon found that his particular medical
specialty took him into new areas of activity. Eventually, the way ahead was made clear. He came to
question the facilities available for people who are ‘handicapped’---a euphemism to describe a
multitude of orthopaedic tragedies. So much prejudice existed.

A report on the handicapped produced in Britain throws some light on the problem there: it
referred to ‘an unwilling but unchanging acquiescence in second-class citizenship arbitrarily imposed
by an indifferent and patronizing public’. Such an assessment, Fang would agree, was unfortunately
applicable too, in Hong Kong.

Social Medical Concern

Being a man of compassion as well as reflection, Fang found the social implications of his work
coming to thrust themselves upon his consciousness. At the point when the scalpel could do no more,
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how could society help? Fang turned to the remedial side, to use that unlovely but poignant word, and
to ‘rehabilitation’. This became for Fang his forte and the thrust of his life---a problem with both and
intellectual dimensions. As La Rochefoucauld said, to bear the sufferings of others. Of some men, like
Harry Fang, this was not true. His concern had taken him into all of Hong Kong’s major social
organizations, including the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals (X # = ), the Hong Kong Council of Social

Service (4 &4+ ¢ PR7%:% ¢ ) and the School Medical Service Board (¥ # # £ /Ri+% | ¢ ). At the same
time he became professionally well-known, acquiring no fewer than six fellowships in surgery.

The Lawmaker and Politician

On 22 December 1965, Fang was conferred by the Hong Kong Governor Sir David Clive Crosbie
Trench (3 7% 4475 #* Wikt &) a life appointment of Unofficial Justice of Peace for Hong Kong (% i& 2=
FakT YA

From special, to governmental activity and to the Legislative Council of Hong Kong (4 i# = i &)
where from 3 July 1974 until 12 September 1985 a new career awaited Fang, one in which his devotion
could perhaps be more publicly manifested, at the apex of the Government. That was an appointment
of Unofficial Member (- = % B ) made by Hong Kong Governor Sir Crawford Murray MacLehose (3
v N %12 ;2 &1 ). Fang’s continued advocacy in this most noble of all causes, rehabilitation, has
made him, in the very best sense of the word, a one-man pressure group for the handicapped. The
whole subject was a matter of concern to the Hong Kong Government. Fang had been active in the
Finance Committee of the Legislative Council, and was on its Establishment Sub-committee. He had
been a member of the Social Welfare Advisory and Planning Committees, the Chanty Clinics and on ad
hoc committees on rehabilitation and vocational training for the physically and mentally handicapped.

From 1979 to 1983, Fang was appointed by Hong Kong Governor MacLehose an Unofficial Member
of the Executive Council of Hong Kong (% i 75k 24 ¢ = 3 A ). In both of these offices, he campaigned
for the rights of the disabled and for rehabilitation.

The Hong Kong Society for Rehabilitation

Established in 1959, The Hong Kong Society for Rehabilitation (HKSR) is the pioneer in
rehabilitation services in Hong Kong, and is also the longest-standing charity in Hong Kong that
specializes in rehabilitation.

The manufacturing industries prospered from the 1950s to 1960s with textile industry and the
manufacturing of plastic wares, garments and wigs taking the lead. This resulted in a huge increase in
labour demand and the number of industrial accidents also surged during that period. The general
public was not familiar with the concept of “Rehabilitation”, and the victims hurt by industrial accidents
could hardly receive proper rehabilitation treatments. To establish the rights and opportunities for
persons with disabilities, Harry Fang, the Father of Rehabilitation, co-founded HKSR in 1959. He
served the HKSR as President from 1989 to 2002.

HKSR’s first-ever rehabilitation hospital was opened in 1962. It was the most modern centre of its
kind in Asia at that time and was also the first accessible building in Hong Kong. The service of HKSR
has expanded since then and the demand for rehabilitation services has increased rapidly. HKSR
commenced the service of RehaBus (4 & ® 1) in 1978, established the Community Rehabilitation
Network and the Vocational Rehabilitation and Retraining Centre in 1994, and opened the first social
enterprise Wah Hong Convenience Store Ltd. (£ % i{ ] ) in 1997. From 2000 onwards, HKSR has
also established Easy-Access Transport Services Ltd.( % i# = £ PR %), Cheng Tak Yim Day
Rehabilitation & Care Centre (3%4¢ ¢ p @ 4g &£ ¢ <) and Yee Hong Heights ((F¥"'41 & ¢ ¥ & %)
which is a cross-border elderly care home in Shenzhen (;%3").
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After years of development, The Hong Kong Society for Rehabilitation now provides one-stop
services for persons in need, ranging from rehabilitation, health management, accessible transport and
travel, supported employment and elderly care services, to allow persons with disabilities and chronic
illness to restore their potential and participate in the community, living a special fulfilling life with
dignity. Today, HKSR has over 30 service units in Hong Kong and the Chinese Mainland with an annual
attendance exceeding 1.3 million.

Extensive Service to the Community

As far as rehabilitation is concerned, Fang’s public service stood in a class on its own. He had
attended conferences of experts on the subject from Portugal to Canada and had found himself at the
centre of all the associations and societies in the region. He had been President of the Hong Kong
branch of the British Medical Association (1964-1965), the Hong Kong Medical Association (1966-1967),
and the Hong Kong Orthopaedic Association.

To foster and to encourage the disabled actively participating in sports and sporting events, Fang
in 1972 with a group of rehabilitation enthusiasts established the Hong Kong Sports Association for the
Physically Disabled (HKSAP) (4 i# # 7 * L 48 ¥ ¥4 ¢ ). Fang served as President from the founding in
1972 until 2009, the end of his life. The Association plans, organizes, develops and promotes sports to
the physically disabled. Potential disabled athletes are then be identified, trained and selected to
represent Hong Kong in overseas competitions. Since 2005, the HKSAP was transformed into The
Hong Kong Paralympic Committee & Sports Association for the Physically Disabled (HKPC&SAPD) ( 4
BARAAREEFGHA A LT ¢), being the sole organization in Hong Kong recognized as National
Paralympic Committee (NPC) by the International Paralympic Committee (IPC) (% i 7% £ +x 7 s £
R ¢). Itis authorized to select Hong Kong Team members to participate in the Paralympic Games,
world and regional games and championships which are sanctioned by the IPC.

In 1986, in the name of the World Health Organization Rehabilitation Collaboration Center, Fang
led the team from Hong Kong Society for Rehabilitation (HKSR) to promote rehabilitation training in
China mainland. The project was originally planned to be operated in Guangzhou (4 ) and to train
up 2,000 rehabilitation workers for all China by the year 2000. However, this goal was achieved earlier
in 1997. Since then, HKSR extended the services to all China for more than 20 years, and a total of
more than 10,000 rehabilitation workers were trained. On the other hand in 1988, Fang assisted Mr.
Deng Pufang ($%+# = ) and others in the establishment of the China Disabled Persons’ Federation (¥ ]
7% B * B & ¢ ) in order to strengthen the concern of people with disabilities in all China.

Rehabilitation International

Harry Fang was President 1980-1984 of the Rehabilitation International (RI). Founded in 1922 by
a group of Rotarians, Rehabilitation International is a worldwide organization comprised of people with
disabilities, service providers, government agencies, academics, researchers and advocates working to
improve the quality of life of people with disabilities. With member organizations in more than 100
countries and in all regions of the world, RI also provides a forum for the exchange of experience and
information on research and practice. RI and its members work to protect the rights of people with
disabilities, including ensuring access to and improvement of crucial services for persons with
disabilities and their families. RI also promotes collaboration among stakeholders and advocates in
order to build strong policies and legislation on the international, regional and national levels.

Rehabilitation International is a democratic administration governed by an Assembly, which
represents its member organizations, and an Executive Committee elected by the Assembly. Policies
and activities approved by the Assembly are carried out by the Secretariat, headed by the Secretary
General. RI also holds quadrennial world congresses, regional conferences and international meetings
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on disability-related topics, in addition to global actions through its membership. The organization
maintains commissions of specialists and experts on issues in disability, which assist in developing and
expanding programming and activities in accordance with RI’s strategic goals.

Arts with the Disabled Association Hong Kong

Fang was a visionary pioneer in the arts with disabilities in Hong Kong. In 1986, under Fang’s
forward-looking leadership, Hong Kong held “Festival of Arts with the Disabled” (& it £ &) ---the
first in the Asia-Pacific region, allowing the rehabilitation and art circles in Hong Kong to deeply
understand the concept of “participation in art and performance in the disabled”. Later, Fang co-
founded the Arts with the Disabled Association Hong Kong (ADAHK) (% i& & it £+ ¢ ). ADAHK has
been established as a non-profit and charitable organization since 1986. The Association is a member
of the Access/VSA International Network 2023 and The Hong Kong Council of Social Service. With the
vision of ‘Arts are for Everyone,” ADAHK believes that everyone has the potential and talent for
creativity and a right to enjoy to the fullest beauty and vitality of the arts. ADAHK is dedicated to
providing holistic services to support the development of the arts amongst people with disabilities.
ADAHK promotes equal opportunities for people with disabilities to have access to and excel in the arts,
and advocate for an inclusive society through the arts.

The 3rd International Abilympics

In a summer night of 10 August 1991, highlight of the 3rd International Abilympics (% = & "% &
it @) hosted by the Hong Kong Society for Rehabilitation and to celebrate the inauguration of
International Abilympic Federation (IAF) in Hong Kong, 250 pairs of Rotarians and Rotaractors
danced the then longest Chinese dragon in the world, 3,000 ft. (almost 1 km), attempted to break the
Guinness Book Dragon Dancing World Record. Responding the invitation of R.I. District 3450 Rotaract
Chair Herbert K. Lau (¥]#xl=) (Tai Po), the District Rotaract Representative Miss Dilip Sandu called
upon more than 300 Rotaractors to join the athletes. Rotary International President Rajendra K. Saboo
(f& %) (Chandigarh, India) officiated at the Dragon Eyes Dotting Ceremony accompanied by District
3450 Governor Andres L. Guillen (4% j) (Victoria).

More than 1,500 delegates from 80 countries attended the Abilympics Games in Hong Kong in
1991. Coined after the term “Olympics of Abilities”, the International Abilympics is a world-wide
competition, held in every 4 years, that showcases vocational skills of persons with disabilities in skilled
trade and technology areas, and enables them to enhance their talent.

Abilympics empowers the contestants and helps create public awareness about their abilities. The
first International Abilympics (IA) was held in Tokyo, 1981, followed by the second in Colombia, 1985.
During this event it was proposed that an international organization be established to promote the
games and hold it on a regular basis. After many discussions held among people who had been involved
in the IA, the International Abilympic Federation (IAF) was established during the third IA held in
Hong Kong. This was a big step forward in realizing the philosophy of the Abilympics.

The event was under the able leadership of Rotarian Dr. Harry Fang of Hong Kong Rotary Club. In
addition to the previous features of career skills competition, the 1991 Hong Kong event introduced a
series of “leisurely” competitions to promote the talents and creativity of disabled people, such as
cooking, floral art and waste recycling. The entire event received supports from Hong Kong and Macao
Rotarians, and The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International sponsored a smart grant. Rotary
International Director Bhichai Rattakul (rt4% p4) (Bangkok, Thailand) was also the guest of honour
present, while Dr. Raymond C. Wong (% & fé‘% 4 ) (Kowloon East) (Surgeon), District 345 Governor
1987-1988-1989, led a team of 16 Rotarian doctors on duty at the Abilympics. Read more from the
pictorial story on the next page.
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At the Hong Kong Abilympics
IZ] |2X] P73 AR BE
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Bernadette Tsui, a Hong Kong jour-
nalist who served as project director
for the Abilympics, briefs the presi-
dent on highlights of the third an-
nual event. Ms. Tsuistudied theater
in the United States as a Rotary
Foundation Ambassadorial Scholar

During his Asian tour in August, President Saboo traveled to Hong Kong to help open the gt New York University.
Third International Abilympics, a competition in vocational skills for disabled men and

women from around the world. The Hong Kong Abilympics, which also featured a

conference on training and employment of disabled people, was supported by Rotarians in

Hong Kong and Macau and a grant from The Rotary Foundation of R.I.

| 4
Hong Kong Rotarian Harry Fang, chairman of the Abilympics

Organizing Committee, introduces President Saboo to partici-
pant Deng Pu-fang, son of China’s leader Deng Xiaoping.

President Saboo
S and  Director
Rattakul visit two
of the 18 Rotarian
doctors on duty at
the Abilympics.

ABILYMPICS PHOTOS COURTESY ANDRES GUILLEN

President Saboo and R.I. Director Bhichai Rattakul of
Thailand use sign language to greet two delegates from
Thailand who have hearing and speech impairments.

One of the Abilympics’ spectacular entertainments fea-
tured this spirited dancing dragon, being tamed here by
President Saboo, R.I. Governor Andrés Guillén (far right),
and other Rotarians of District 3450. The colorful creature
has entered the "Guinness Book of World Records” as the
world's longest dancing dragon - 250 pairs of (Rotarians’
and Rotaractors’) feet long from head to tail.




Later Life

Dr. The Honourable Sir Harry Fang Sin-Yang, a devout Catholic, died of respiratory complications
on 24 August 2009 at the age of 86. He had been in hospital since suffering a stroke six years ago. Due
to the early death of his two elder brothers, he had to care for an extended family of 14 children and 8
adults. All of the children he nurtured became reasonably accomplished in their own fields. Nearly all
were at his bedside at the time of his peaceful passing.

Family and friends of Sir Harry packed at Causeway Bay chapel on 3 September 2009 to pay their
respects to the city’s “Father of Rehabilitation”. The memorial service at Christ the King Chapel (¥ i*

Ak &75‘% 1 /] %) started at 10 am with prayers led by Cardinal Joseph Zen Ze-Kiun (& p % {%%). Sir
Harry’s niece Mrs. Anson Chan (f& * % # ) (Rotary wife of Archibald Chan Tai-Wing # ## %), the former
Hong Kong Government Chief Secretary and legislator, delivered her eulogy, described her uncle as “a
towering figure in both his public life and his private life”. Pallbearers included former Executive
Council Convener Sir S. Y. Chung (4 1 = & 1), former Legislative Council President Dr. Rita Fan (;=
4 ?T # 1), retired Chief Justice Sir T. L. Yang (1§ 412 &% 2 ) and the Hong Kong University Vice-
Chancellor Professor Tsui Lap-Chee (% = 2 ##%). Sir Harry’s body was interred at the Catholic
Cemetery in Happy Valley.

Honorary Doctorates
(1) 1977---Doctor of Laws (honoris causa) by the University of Hong Kong (4 it~ § ¢+ #2:2 5 1)

(2) 1989---Doctor of Laws (honoris causa) by the Chinese University of Hong Kong (4 i& » * ~ 5 %%
E B 1)
(3) 1996---Doctor of Social Science (honoris causa) by the Hong Kong Polytechnic University (4 & 32
1A BEEMEPHFHE L)
(4) 1998---Doctor of Science (honoris causa) by the Open University of Hong Kong (% i# = B + & % 3#
mEE L)),
Honours
(A)Dr. Harry Fang had been 4 times on the Honour List of Queen Elizabeth II, United Kingdom:
(1) 1968---Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (O.B.E.)
(2) 1977--- Queen Elizabeth II Silver Jubilee Medal
(3) 1979---Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (C.B.E.)
(4) 1996---Knight Bachelor

(B)2001---Sir Harry Fang Sin-Yang was decorated Grand Bauhinia Medal (+ % #"#> %) by the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region Government of China.

(C)2001---Sir Harry Fang was conferred the Paralympic Order (Silver) by Paralympic Movement in
recognition of being Founding Father of the Far East and South Pacific Games for the Disabled.

Rotary
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Words from a fellow Rotarian in 2002
Sir T. L. Yang (4§ 4 #2 8- 1) (Hong Kong Rotary Club President 1983-1984)

(Dr. The Honorable Dato Seri Paduka Sir Ti-liang Yang, GBM, SPMB, LLD, DLitt, JP, the Chief
Justice of Hong Kong 1988-1996)

“I have had the good fortune of knowing Sir Harry Fang for over forty years. He has always been — and
remains — a man of boundless energy and incomparable generosity. But he is so much more than that.
Sir Harry Fang is a renowned orthopaedic surgeon, a rehabilitation expert, an organizer, a volunteer, a
fund-raiser extraordinaire, a politician, a reformer — and a man with a shrewd eye for a race horse.
Remarkably, Sir Harry also turns out to be a gifted storyteller.

“Sir Harry proves to be an insightful and articulate witness to Hong Kong’s evolution from colonial
outpost to thriving international metropolis.

“The contributions of men like Sir Harry Fang have given Hong Kong its identity, its humanity and its
heart.

“Sir Harry is a tireless and caring man whose whole life has been focused on care and concern for the
less fortunate. It is the breadth and scope of his interests that are unique. In this respect, he is a citizen
of the world. He goes where his talents are needed. He has made an immeasurable contribution to the
care of the disabled in Mainland China. Why has he given so much and so broadly? It would be a
disservice to Sir Harry to say simply that he loves people. Though true, it’s only part of his story.

“Most of us won’t be able to say for certain that we left the world a better place — no matter how hard
we tried. Sir Harry Fang can. He has made a difference. Every time you enter a hospital, or notice a
wheelchair ramp, you’ll remember Harry Fang.”

Rehabilitation: A Life’s Work

By Harry Fang Sinyang with Lawrence Jeffery (Hong Kong University Press 2002)

This book is an autobiography of a remarkable man and his remarkable career. This is an
important book. Not just because of the man who wrote it, but because it is the story of Hong Kong’s
coming of age. Sir Harry Fang, a world-renowned pioneer in the development of rehabilitation
medicine, told a fascinating story of his own emergence as an expert in medical practice and the
emergence of a whole new branch of that practice. With humour, wit, and a deep understanding, he
brought us a refreshing look, not only at the practice of rehabilitative medicine, but at the politics,
economics and personalities that have shaped our times. This book is the story of a man who has given
much, and received even more. This is the record of a rich, full life. It is also a story of pain, courage
and loss. One Profits Most Who Serves Best
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Professor Sir Harry Fang Sin-yang
Honorary Fellow of HKCOS 2005

Professor Sir Harry Fang is not just a
distinguished orthopaedic surgeon, he is the first
president of this very College, the Hong Kong
College of Orthopaedic Surgeons first established
in 1989 even before the establishment of the Hong
Kong Academy of Medicine, thanks to the vision
of Professor Sir Harry. He is the giant in the field
of rehabilitation for the handicapped people for
many decades. He not only dedicated his energy
to the medical fraternity beyond orthopaedic

surgery and rehabilitation but he also played a

very active leading role in advancement of the

society and community.

After graduation from medical school in 1947 in Shanghai and obtained his medical degree
from the University of Hong Kong in 1949, he soon became the first assistant to Dr. Arthur
Hodgson in 1951 and quickly became outstanding and won the first Sino-British Scholarship
in 1952 to advance his skill and knowledge in orthopaedic surgery in United Kingdom and
obtained master degree in Orthopaedics from Liverpool University. He obtained his FRCS
Eng shortly afterwards. Returning to Hong Kong, he was appointed the first Orthopaedic
Specialist to the HK Government in 1958. His leadership and unfailing devotion to
orthopaedic surgery led him to establish 4 departments of orthoapedic surgery in Grantham
Hospital, Tung Wah Hospital, Kowloon Hospital and Ruttonjee Hospital in a matter of two
years in 1957 to 1958. His original and master piece contribution to orthopaedic surgery in
1962, together with Professor GB Ong and Professor Hodgson was the transoral approach to
the upper cervical spine, a paper — Direct anterior approach to the upper cervical spine
published in the Journal of Bone and Joint Surgery in 1962. In the 1950s and 60s, tuberculosis
infection among the population was prevalent and his paper on the anterior spinal fusion:
The operative approach and pathological findings in 412 patients with Pott’s disease of the

spine was published even earlier in 1960 in the British Journal of Surgery. The following two



decades we witness his continuous effort to publish and contribute to the orthoapedic

literature in the 70s and 80s.

It was during the Second World War, a turbulent time that the then young Professor Sir
Harry, when fleeing from the Japanese, had to earn his keep by carrying an old lady on his
back which inspired his intense devotion to rehabilitation and the care of elderly. As the title
of his book, Rehabilitation, a Life’s Work, Professor Sir Harry’s devotion to this was
enormous and fruitful locally, mainland and over the world. He founded and built
Children’s Convalescence Hospital, now Duchess of Kent Children’s Hospital; John F.
Kennedy Centre, Margaret Trench Medical Rehabilitation Centre, MacLehose Medical
Rehabilitation Centre, HK Sports Associations for the Physically Handicapped, Mentally
Handicapped, HK PHAB Association. Through his compassion and conviction, he is the
person who put HK on the map of world rehabilitation. He introduced Conductive
Education, one of the most innovative tools for the disabled people whether physical or
mental to HK, not only benefiting a lot of people but also himself when he fell ill. With his
conviction and effort, resources became available to send many local rehabilitation workers

to further their studies and trainings.

Professor Sir Harry took an active leading role in developing and establishing international
bodies for rehabilitation, actualizing his philosophy of equal opportunities and full
community participation for the disabled. He was President of the Rehabilitation
International from 1981 to 1984 and is Chairman of the Honour Council of the Rehabilitation
International. He was appointed Director of United Nations WHO HK Collaborating Centre
in Rehabilitation, an extraordinary achievement. Professor Sir Harry introduced and helped
to build up its modern rehabilitation service basically from scratch throughout Mainland
China, benefiting millions of handicapped and elderly. He organized the Abilympic
International. He founded the FESPIC Game Federation in 1974 and hosted the third FESPIC
games in Hong Kong and brought the Abilympics to HK in 1991. He is editor to many
rehabilitation journals. He received many distinguish awards for his contribution to

rehabilitation internationally including the USA and United Nations.

He did not leave the medical fraternity behind, and despite his busy commitment to
rehabilitation and orthopaedics, Professor Sir Harry served the HK Medical Council, Dental

Council, Nursing Council, School Medical Service, and the Provisional Council of the HK



Academy of Medicine and assumed the leading role of Medical Development Advisory

Committee of the HKG and many other medical institutes and organizations.

One is amazed by his boundless energy. Professor Sir Harry served the Legislative Council,
the Executive Council, the Community Chest, Courts of Universities, Hong Kong Jockey
Club and many other bodies both in HK, Mainland and international. From his devotion to
humanity as a whole one truly sees the spirit of rehabilitation, his love of mankind and in

deed as Sir T. L. Yang in the forward of his book, put it rightly, he is a citizen of the world.

Undoubtedly with all these distinguished services he has won respect and recognition both
locally and abroad. He was awarded with honours and distinctions, which is well aware of
that there is no need to mention here again. The Hong Kong College of Orthopaedic
Surgeons, feels that it cannot be more appropriate other than honouring Professor Sir Harry,
first President of this College, the highest honour that this College can confer to an
individual, the First Honorary Fellowship of Hong Kong College of Orthopaedic Surgeon.
Mr. President, I now invite Dr. Daniel Fang, representing Professor Sir Harry, witnessed by
our honoured guests and this audience, in the gracious presence of Lady Laura Fang, to

receive this Honorary fellowship. Let him be gowned. Thank you.

*khkkk *kkkk *khkkk *kkkk *khkkk

1995 # 8 % 25 F — 2 i frdit = & 4
25 August 1995 — Honorary Rotarian Dr. Harry Fang and his niece RotaryAnn Anson Chan.
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1977 # 3 % 28 ¢
BREGERTIE IGEREL S G F LR GER A FERFEGFLGREEAFALF -
28 March 1977 --- Dr. Harry Fang Sin-Yang was conferred Doctor of Laws honoris causa by Hong Kong University
Chancellor Sir Crawford Murray MacLehose (Governor of Hong Kong), at the 96th Congregation held in Loke Yew Hall.

1977 # 97 3 p —-BFF 22 hg i 3w B FL g g o EEY SRk B BEERTER o
3 September 1977---A sporty legislator Dr. Harry Fang Sin-Yang spends a relaxing weekend on ski rollers at the Sai
Kung Outdoor Recreation Centre, Hong Kong.
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G B L D Rl
A family photo of Sir Harry Fang Sin-Yang

T gL (Z2) B200] FRLZFAEPYFHKEFREFFEEALL (L) FRAETFEZELRAEE -
Sir Harry Fang Sin-Yang (L4) takes a group photo with family members after he received the Grand Bauhinia Medal

from Mr. Tung Chee-Hwa (R4), Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, in the 2001 Honours
and Awards Presentation Ceremony held at the Government House.
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(Award winning photo by Ming Pao)

'

FET Ao HRammEisIsE N E o TERS B X i;z’ffgg;o = .uﬁg;__ljr&ﬁ_@f\ﬁqy AdER s AT A

2009 # 97 3p— rEtp AHEEPTRGAET I IR CRELELERC R B RPEE ST
SRMAEE LR AR AT RIS BARE PR CEG PR X o PP HREL T
P ERE ME- RS RS Agge- o BESHP PEMS LR PR 50 R 2 T T kg ¥
B o G FAWE LRI BRI 10 FRA S FRETARZAEAFTALT THRALLAEL B
FEACETHBEEL P RAT T RARREL  H 2 F AR T ARSI L AAAFRE B 2 Sk

3 September 2009 --- In the morning of 10 o’clock, family and friends of Sir Harry packed at Causeway Bay
chapel to pay their respects to the city’s “Father of Rehabilitation”. The memorial service at Christ the King
Chapel started with prayers led by Cardinal Joseph Zen Ze-Kiun. Sir Harry’s niece Mrs. Anson Chan, the former
Hong Kong Government Chief Secretary and legislator, delivered her eulogy, described her uncle as “a towering
figure in both his public life and his private life”. Pallbearers included former Executive Council Convener Sir S.
Y. Chung, retired Chief Justice Sir T. L. Yang, former legislator Sir Rogerio Hyndman Lobo, former Legislative
Council President Dr. Rita Fan, and the Hong Kong University Vice-Chancellor Professor Tsui Lap-Chee, etc. Sir
Harry Fang’s body was interred at the Catholic Cemetery in Happy Valley, Hong Kong.
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FAER ¥ 2 > 44 & 4 ik (Rotary Club of Hong Kong) % %4+ f -

» i % 4 &4 & ¢ (The Hong Kong Soc1ety for Rehabilitation) 2 # 32 ;2 44 % = (MacLehose
Medical Rehablhtatlon Centre)£17%4 > FI"Z 4 & 4 § (Rehabilitation International)# ¢ £ - 4 & ¥
¥ ¢ (The Hong Kong Medical Association)# ¢ & » # @ ¥ & ¢ 4 i& » ¢ (British Medical Association-
Hong Kong Branch)# ¢ & > 4 i& % %4t ¥ Fx(St. Paul’s Hospital) # v & » 34 & FHFegfme (The
Federation of Medical Societies of Hong Kong)# ¢ £ : frix 4 /& ® % ~ # (The Chinese Umver51ty of
Hong Kong) ~ 4 /& + & (University of Hong Kong) 2 4 &7 1 ¥ (Hong Kong Polytechnic)% 3
#& o> B ~ & (Hong Kong Open University ) %% o = ~ ALt & &> Mizizge~s 223 h2L7 93k A -

A - B AARLLER R ubaliﬁﬁg;@zlf‘voje'{%« B A A L2 Fik 0 S A
Bt LAVEALD YA o RAfB R P RN BIRORERE A~ TR AR T
g o LA e di ARy o 02 ﬁaﬁﬁ%iﬁw”ﬁ "B ) 2 fle

Sy
Proudto be a Rotarian

AR P g ¥R

;%— %"’F W*Jg{ﬁvﬁ-,—m ";”“%i 1923 & 8 * 2 p 4 ’}/\Eﬂg,w%_ﬂi;km\:‘ %E\‘WQF ’4+fLr§ EN
- pEF g iEy "»*%i'iim*F’”Z&J*‘* cRAMGRFRE > BV RRAERR Y EARAR YRR
NE pABLE o A EA D E R AR AR R A B KLY LL*’*‘*Bj‘Z&J“‘ T N R g Wbk
E w3 ?‘;%‘Eg;’u,,‘ ;ﬁk LER S RN 2 \Fga,—s,u’ﬁ“\—%,uﬁ;;iﬂg_ﬁg—s,uo \—%,ggvfr—%,g%\o—%,ggf
SYURBA T BAH IR EFT R/ BT EMR LA I AL ek o 3
B SR E AR F EH@e Y A RRE ‘gz%ng MBE - #r -
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fﬁm
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17



AR A R 0 3R A 1960 £ 2 &2 1R £ %3 (Professor Guan Bee Ong, OBE, PSM, DSc) % = ¥ £
M= 3 g v wp gt ) (Fang-Ong Trans-oral Approach) 5 i A end 4 eh i £ 52 » 3Tepr g o

F-2g 0 2wETA1962 #4822 FEp e ﬁﬂ%fi—f%‘?g GE 19655&33:“9%“15%%7?%5
% ¢ (The Hong Kong Orthopaedic Association) » #d & % 1969 # 3 1971 # 21z € & - @ % 1966 &
T 1968 R > s s :}#liré,;’é%5§§ gf\—ﬁl‘« ° “‘m’i,&-& j\u‘_aﬁ‘iﬁ.ﬁvﬁ’ﬁiﬁg Bavp B o o 154 1962
#£2 1984 # "E\’:l\'}f\‘m‘ﬁ:l_% AR BRLE $F AR B RA 2 o B 1987 & > 2 uER - 4 T&*éiﬁ\%fiﬁg
Flesha 2> FARL 554 > &d & g Epllabet > L3 1993 #%fe 53752 Hﬂé)ﬁ\%
E;ﬁi%‘fJ‘m(HongKongAcademyofMedlcme)A\ FPERLL o F AR Jr%‘?l‘mm?‘f% v 3wl B 2005 &
B AETPFSR = (The Hong Kong College of Orthopaedic Surgeons) s # L“—iﬁl‘* SRR EaR
ESE SRS T+ WL S e

GuGRA B FRARM NSRS IS R Rt AR R R RN 2R L AR R
Tl CFT SR GERABLT A BPERTE g( The Council of Caritas Hong Kong) # fi ~ @ € ¥
I+ (Caritas Medical Centre)'g et RELA - Ak FEMRFBESR L E= F%(Tung Wah Group
of Hospitals)BE R b = | ~ #ERFH € 4~ § gﬁ S ,ﬁ-géf e AT E R A RFE oA BT
¥‘~%i%fﬁﬁiﬁ§ﬂﬁ FRHEBFALAELA “\&%4mi§%%%@ﬁiﬁgi
A~ %k Fird | ¢ (The Medical Council of Hong Kong)3t e 4 § § £ [ ~ 487 F #3224 [ § (The
Dental Council of Hong Kong)4 A # ¥/ #f 2 I (Auxiliary Medical Service) = f % % -
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Big~Fpch2pFFL (Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery, University of Hong
Kong)

(FR) fl#F ~ F230F #)# L (Master of Science, University of Liverpool, United Kingdom)

° m

& (&W) €7 3 potfF L (Fellow of Royal College of Surgeons, Edinburgh, United
Kingdom)

® (ER) € Fg 7P § 4 kel (Fellow of Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh, United
Kingdom)

% Wt & ke L (Fellow of The American College of Surgeons, U.S.A.)
2 RSB~ I o & kL (Fellow of the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons)

&= R ¥ #1: ¢ ¢ B (Member of The British Orthopaedic Association)

R%Edpepats g ¢ 77¢ B (Fellow, Societe Internationale de Chirurgie Orthopedique et
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(2) 1989 #
(3) 1996 &
(4) 1998 #
g b/ R A
(1) 1948 &
(2) 1968 &
(3) 1977 &
(4) 1979 #
(5) 1996 =
(6) 2001 &
(7T) 2001 &

— ABEAF LEZEEL
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— FAITI X E R e pEE ]
— BB EEEREHE

— BERRI G2 ThER g

— EBRAI B -3 TAEIRRRES T 8%, (OBE)
— FR* 2 fa:,f.?;ﬁ;;ﬁ SRS TR I T AR

1 N IR x4 WN&g4748%, (CBE.)
— ERALI B P M= %g = &< |, (Knight Bachelor)

— FER T LR R g4 TR RT A RE R
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SERVICE Above Self
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