FAR EASTERN ROTARY REVIEW

DROUGHT RELIEF BENEFIT

By R. S. Haio
TrE Nanking Rorary CLus

IT is well known, but should be more widely

realized that t.he phenomenal drought Qf 1aSt
summer brought about the almost complete
failure of crops in many parts of China
especially in the agricultural regions about
Nanking. Forty percent of the farmers in
Kiangning Hsien alone, having had no rice to
harvest are now, with their families, among
some 200,000 sufferers in these parts facing a
winter of starvation, lacking even the means to
purchase seed for their autumn sowing. The
Ningshu Agricultural Relief Association, of
which Rotarian D. Y. Lin, of the Ministry of
Industry, is the chairman, and Rotarian R. S.
Hall, of the Nanking Y.M.C.A., is the
treasurer, has recently rendered excellent
service in the free distribution of seed for the
next wheat crop. For the last three years this
Association has done actual relief work of
varied and practical nature, but because its
resources were limited, only a small proportion
of those in real need could be assisted.

Relief Fund Drive Organized by Rotary.

It is gratifying to know that through the
initiative taken by the Nanking Rotary Club
quite a substantial sum has been made available
for relief in the district at our doors, the dis-
tribution of which has been entrusted to the
above mentioned Relief Association. After the
Club’s weekly tifin on October 11th, an
Emergency Relief Committee was formed,
under Rotarian M. S. Okecki, chairman of the
Community Service Committee of the Club, to
appeal for clothes and comforts for the
afflicted, and to organize a Drought Relief
Ball, with Rotarian A. P. Blunt, British Consul
General, as chairman.

Ordered action at once commenced. Twelve
Chinese Rotarians with twelve of other
nationalities and seven ladies, mostly Rotary
Anns, were formed into several committees.
With such workers so energetic and so cheer-
fullyt willing, success
was assured from the
beginning, while the
final results exceeded
all  expectations in
that although $2,000.-
00 had been aimed
at, actually over
$4,000.00 were raised.
Wich characteristic
Rotarian zeal and no
thaught other than
that of cooperation in
the best interest of the
cause to be succoured,

Weary coolies taking refreshment at the ricksha
shelter provided by Nanking Rotarians. the

BALL-CONCERT

every necessary detail was planned, all arrange-
ments were made and every duty effectively
carried out in clockwise accuracy. All those
who helped have as reward their personal
satisfaction at the successful results attained
and the gratification of knowing the relief
which such success will bring to their stricken
fellow men and women in the distressed areas.
“SERVICE ABOVE SELFE,” the Rotarians’
motto, was merely given a concrete expression
and practical application, not only by the
special committee, but by the entire Club.
The achievement is but another example of
what can be done for a deserving cause within
about two weeks through the whole-hearted
team Work on the part Of a C].ub Of DnI.Y ﬁftY‘
odd members applying the Rotarian principles
according to their traditions.

The Entertainment.

The Drought Relief Ball-Concert was held
on Tuesday, October 30th, in the magnificent
reception hall of the new Foreign Office on
Chung Shan Road, graciously lent for the
purpose under the distinguished patronage of
His Excellency Mr. Wang Ching Wei, Pre-
sident of the Executive Yuan and concurrently
Minister of Foreign Affairs. A minimum of
five tickets was underwritten by each Rotarian
and altogether 640 tickets were sold. Light
refreshments were provided gratis by the
Rotary Anns and a few outside friends,
whereas quite a profit was made from the
sale of drinks. In addition to the music of
the specially augmented Russian orchestra of
the International Club in Nanking, who
kindly gave their services for a nominal fee,
the program included amateur performances
on the part of a Chinese instrumental
quintet, singing by an international male octet,
saxophone solos, song and dancing by the

: Colbert Sisters and
other items.

With four hundred
and fifty people of
tmany nationalities at-
tending, the finely ap-
pointed reception hall
and refreshment
rooms were taxed to
their capacity. Among
the prominent guests
present were their
Excellencies president
Wang Ching Wei of

Executive Yuan,
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Showing the protection afforded by the ricksha shelter.

Dr. H. H. Kung of the Ministry of Finance,
Sir Alexander Cadogan, H. B. M. Minister to
China, Dr. Trautmann, German Minister to
China, alse Mr. W. R. Peck, American Consul-
General, Mr. Delvaux de Fenffe, of the Belgian
Legation, Cav. R. Ferrajolo, of the Italian
Legation, and others.

The function was opened with the speech by
President Wang Ching Wei, of which an
English rendering was given by Rotarian Hsu
Mo, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs, and in
which he said in substance:

“When approached by the Nanking Rotary
Club to assist in this function, I was happy and
ready to do so for two reasonms, first because
of the Rotary Club and my endorsement of the
Rotary Club, and second because of the worthi-
ness of the object of this gathering. The
Rotary Club of Nanking is one of twelve
similar clubs in China, and of over 3600 clubs
in practically every country in the world,
united in Rotary International, and having a
membership of some 150,000 business and
professional men of all nationalities, committed
to the ideals of international friendship and
service. With reference to the Drought Relief,
it should be realized that the farmers of seven
provinces had not yet recovered from their
losses caused by the great Yangtze River flood
of 1931, when a calamity of opposite nature
this past summer brought ruin and distress on
a large scale. The provinces of Chekiang,
Kiangsu and Anhuei are the worst sufferers.

The National and Provincial Governments
have taken steps to bring some measure or relief
to the afflicted regions, but the distress is so
widespread and so severe that it is necessary
for private individuals and social organizations
to supplement the official efforts by lending
their assistance. I am therefore delighted that
the Nanking Rotary Club is interesting itself
in the stricken farmers in the region around
Nanking, some 200,000 in number, and so I
heartily welcome you and your guests here this
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evening and commend you for undertaking this

. . ”»
unselfish service. I wish you every success.

Non-Rotarian Help

The Nanking Rotary Club’s sincere thanks
are extended to all those friendly individuals
and agencies who volunteered so willingly to
help on the program and in various other ways
and whose added cooperation contributed sub-
stantially to the success of the evening. This
help was especially appreciated because it
made it possible to keep the expenditure down
to so small a proportion of the gross receipts
as shown in the following financial summary:
Receipts.

Sale of Tickets, 640 (@ $6.00 $3,840.00

Net proceeds from sale of
drinks 394.83
Bank Interest 11.95
Miscellaneous 3.00
$4,249.78

Expenditures.

Orchestra $ 92.00
Entertainers : 3 50.00
Printing and Miscellaneous 64.60
Gratuities 43.00
$ 249.60
Net proceeds for Drought Relief  4,000.18
$4,249.78

Nanking Rotary Club Attendance Record.

No. No. Act. Act. Memb. Percent

Migs. Memb. Present Present
October. . . “+ 47 V4 353 75.8%
November. . 5 50 36 71.3%
December . . 4 52 34 64.64%

The Nanking Rotary Club Ricksha Men's Shelter.
This shelter was erected in February, 1954 on the
Chung Shan Road, near the Flsin Chieh K’ou. Free

tea water is supplied, and a shelter provided from sun,
rain and wind. During the summer months, educational
instruction was provided.
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The shelter is a full-siged structure as may be seen
by this photo.
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