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Honorary Rotarian Wu Tie-Cheng

Mayor of Great Municipality of Shanghai
By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#x/=) (Rotary China Historian) / 10 October 2015

General Wu Tie-Cheng (£ 435 #-% ) was elected an Honorary Member of the Rotary Club of
Shanghai (_} /% +% #4+ % 24 F ) when he was holding the office of Mayor of Great Municipality of
Shanghai (! /% /7 &) from 7 January 1932 until 31 March 1937, concurrently the Songhu
Garrison Commander (5 & & & 4).

Proudto be a Rotarian

&

Rotarian Wu Tie-Cheng addressed
the First Conference of the 81st District of Rotary International

On 13-15 April 1936, the first ever in the Rotary China History, Rotary Conference of the 81st
District, Rotary International, was held at International Club, Bubbling Well Road, Shanghai
International Settlement. The Conference was convened by District Governor Dr. Chengting
Thomas Wang (3 i+ £ 1), while Percy Chu (4 {2 % ) was the Conference Chairman.

The Conference was attended by delegates of 12 Rotary Clubs and 2 provisional clubs from the
Republic of China (¥ # =% []), 1 Club from the British Crown Colony Hong Kong (& &7 % ¥ 3 %),
and 1 Club from The Philippine Islands of the U.S.A. Protectorate. The total registrations was 185
Rotarians and 74 Rotary wives.



The luncheon party on the last day of the Conference was held at the Civic Centre of the City
Government of Greater Shanghai, where Rotarian Mayor Wu Tie-Cheng and Madame Wu
entertained all delegates and their ladies. Lunch was served in the big reception room, 225 sitting
down. An enjoyable programme of music was discoursed by the orchestra of the Shanghai
Municipal Council.

At the conclusion of the repast, Mayor Wu addressed the gathering in Chinese, his Secretary
making the following translation:-

Ladies and gentlemen:--My wife and I consider it a rare honour and great pleasure to have you
as our honoured guests today. What impresses me most is the fact that although you represent
many different nationalities, and even many more walks of life, you have gathered in Shanghai not
as representatives of any particular race or interests that but as part of a great international
brotherhood, whose aim is to make the life of others more enjoyable, and the world a better place
for all to live in.

Much of our present-day unrest comes from the want of a better understanding among men,
but how can we arrive at a better understanding unless we try to place ourselves in the position of
others and endeavor to see how we would feel and behave under similar circumstances? It must
be emphasized, however, that the acquiring of a perfect understanding is not for the negative
purpose of merely knowing what not to do to the other fellow, but for the positive and ultimate
achievement of doing what we can for.

It is alleged that modern business methods are as ruthless as competitions are keen. If so,
then the business men of the Rotary Club must be exceptions. I would not say that all business
men who are not members of a Rotary Club are selfish and ruthless, for I am personally acquainted
with many who believe in, and practice, fair dealing and honest service. The existence of a Rotary
Club, however, serves a double purpose; namely, in the first place, it affords its members
opportunities to practice the principle, and in the second place, it serves the useful purpose of
holding up the principle before all men.

Shanghai is a large city. On account of the peculiarities of social make-up, as well as of the
complexity of business conditions, much distress exists among the less fortunate. Such distress
among them is seldom of their own making. Here is a place where a real Rotarian receives his acid
test. There is no place bettered suited for putting his principles into practice than the City of
Shanghai. My fellow Rotarians, Shanghai is calling---calling for help and service which only a true
Rotarian can give. I am confident that we shall not fail. I am confident that the District
Conference shall not close until it has started on another programme of social service for the benefit
of mankind in general, and Shanghai in particular.

Ladies and gentlemen, I thank you for your presence and for your attention.

(Applause)

District Governor Dr. Chengting T. Wang first responded to Mayor’s speech of welcome in
Chinese and then gave the following translation in English:-
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I do not think it is necessary for me to reply at any great length to your kind words, but I must
say that we are indeed most grateful to you for your cordial invitation to lunch this noon, and for the
excellent food and wine, and also for giving us a description of what a Rotary programme should be.
You, Mr. Mayor, as a member of the Shanghai Rotary Club, are well acquainted with the objects and
principles of Rotary, and I can assure you that we thoroughly appreciate your kind entertainment of
us.

Not only we Rotarians in Shanghai are acquainted with your work in all the big constructions
and projects that are taking place; of the spreading of school education and the other cultural work,
which you are doing but I am sure I am expressing the sentiments of the delegates, who hail from
other parts of China, and from Hong Kong, and the Philippine Islands---especially I wish to mention
Dr. and Mrs. McCullough, who have come all the way from America, and from Canada their home,
to this city to attend the Conference---when I say that we all realize the splendid work you have been
doing for the City of Shanghai. We are all proud of you, and we wish you greater success than ever
in your administration, and we beg to tender you our assurances that Rotary will always look up to
you for leadership, and we hope and trust always to have your best support and help in the better
work that the Rotary clubs are endeavouring to do.

Again, on behalf of all here, I sincerely thank you, Mayor and Madame Wu!

(Applause)

The official conference photo was then taken outside the building, after which delegates
dispersed for sight-seeing, golf, or cinema entertainment.
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Sketch of Wu Tie-Cheng

Wu Tie-Cheng (9 March 1888-19 November 1953) was a politician in the Republic of China (¥
# % K ). He served as Mayor of Great Municipality of Shanghai, Governor of Kwangtung
(Guangdong) Province (B 4 % ), and was the Vice Premier and Foreign Minister in 1948-1949.

Wu was an ethnic Cantonese but was born in Kiukiang of Kiangsi Province of the Ch’ing Empire
(% 3 B/zd 41 /Lf) in 1888. Wu received his education in Kiukiang, and later in Japan. Wu
was active leader of early revolutionary movement. He became Assistant Chief of General Staff of
the Military Government of Kiangsi Province and concurrently Commissioner of Foreign Affairs in
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1911, delegated by Kiangsi Province to the National Convention at Nanking for the drafting of the
Provisional Constitution, and participated in the election of Dr. Sun Yat-Sen (3% ¥ ..) as the first
President of the Chinese Republic in 1911.

From 1913 to 1916 he was engaged in Kuomintang Party activities in China and abroad. After
the failure of the second revolution in 1913, travelled in Japan and Honolulu as political refugee,
returning to China in 1916. From 1917 to 1919 he served as Counsellor to the President and
Generalissimo, Dr. Sun Yat-Sen, in Canton, took active command of the Kwangtung Revolutionary
Army in 1920, was elected the first magistrate by popular vote of Heung Shan Hsien (% .1 %%), his
native district in 1921-1922.

Wu was a Commissioner General of Police of Kwangtung Province, and concurrently
Commissioner of Public Safety of Canton, China, in 1923. In the same year he was appointed
concurrently commander of Gendarmes of Kwangtung Province, which force was later reorganized
as the First Independent Division; and again as the 17th Division of the Nationalist Army, of which
he remained in command until 1926; Commissioner of Reconstruction of Kwangtung Province in
1928. He also served for two terms (4 years) as member of Legislative Yuan (= /# %) in 1929-1932.
Then Wu was elected member of the Central Executive Committee in 1929, re-elected member of
Central Executive Committee, and concurrently, member of Central Political Council, in both of
which capacities he has remained up to the present in 1936, was a Mayor of Greater Shanghai since
1932 and Garrison Commander of Woosung and Shanghai, China since 1933.

After communists were purged from the Kuomintang (Nationalist Party) (¥ ® & % %) in the
Canton Coup (* L4 % i#) in 1926, Chiang Kai-Shek (3 ¢ ) negotiated a compromise whereby
hardline members of the rightist faction, such as Wu, were removed from their posts in
compensation for the purged leftists in order to prove his usefulness to the Communist Party of
China (* B # ¥ ) and their Soviet Union sponsor, Joseph Stalin.

T WANGTOT

1933 # <+ sx Bl X A K BHB - E
1933 Map of Great Municipality of Shanghai showing Catholic Missions
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