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Chan Yat-Sun, MBE, JP — Charter President of New Territories Rotary Club

By Herbert K. Lau (%] #xlz)
(New Territories Rotary Club Director/Secretary 1983-1987; President-Elect 1986-1987)
25 December 2015

Chan Yat-Sun (& p #7), MBE, JP, being a prominent politician of the rural communities in
the British Crown Colony Hong Kong (% 72 % # 3 /&) in his official capacity as the Chairman
of the Heung Yee Kuk N. T. (#7 % #%8:% & ), joined Rotary for the first time in 1969. In the summer
of that year, George Lin (i# % 4§ ) of Hong Kong Rotary Club (% & #* #:4+), District 345 Governor
of Rotary International, invited Kowloon Rotary Club (4 # 4 #4+) to visit the New Territories
in order to expand Rotary services to meet the needs of social development in this vast piece of
rural area, and to sponsor in organizing a Rotary Club in September. In addition to receiving
full support from councilors of the Heung Yee Kuk, there was the support from the Government
by The Honourable Donald Collin Cumyn Luddington (F£ 5 ¥ 3% R ), JP, District Commissioner
for New Territories. From his office, Luddington sent letters of invitation to gentry, business
leaders, and professionals working or residing in the New Territories (including outlying islands)
to join organizing the New Territories Rotary Club (#7 / #* #:4+). Chan participated in the
organization, and was elected to serve as the first Club President until 30 June 1971. On 15
November 1969, the Rotary Club of New Territories was admitted to Rotary International as a
member of the District 345, and became the seventh Rotary Club in Hong Kong (the third
Cantonese-speaking Rotary Club in the world).
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Chan Yat-Sun (21 August 1919 — 27 July 2007) was a Hong Kong politician and rural leader.
He was a New Territories indigenous inhabitant and chairman of the powerful Heung Yee Kuk,
and was dubbed the “King of the New Territories”.

Chan was born in 1919 in the small village of So Kwun Wat (¥ ¢ * ) near Tuen Mun (# ).
His father ran medicine shops and a restaurant while his mother looked after the family fields.
In 1940, he worked for colonial government as a food investigator for Tuen Mun and outlying
islands. This job was part of an effort to gauge food supplies during the Battle of Hong Kong.
Chan fled to Mainland during the Imperial Japan’s occupation in 1941-1945.

Political Career

After the Communist victory in the Chinese Civil War in 1949, the Kuomintang authorities
on Taiwan were anxious to influence rising leaders in Hong Kong. Chan went to Taiwan in 1952
and reportedly studied politics. He had close links with Kuomintang figures in Hong Kong.

Chan entered local politics and when he became the Chairman of the Tuen Mun Rural
Committee (= ™ #8% £ i ¢ ) in 1954. In August 1962, Chan was appointed a New Territories

Justices of the Peace by Sir Robert Brown Black (4 & #7572 A& &),

By 1962, Chan was elected Chairman of the Heung Yee Kuk. The Heung Yee Kuk, officially
the “Heung Yee Kuk N.T.”, is a statutory advisory body (Cap. 1097 Heung Yee Kuk Ordinance)
representing establishment interests in the New Territories, Hong Kong. The Kuk (i.e. the
Council) is a powerful organization comprising heads of rural committees which represent
villages and market towns. The basic qualification to serve as an “Ex Officio Councillor” of the
Kuk must be the Chairman or Vice-Chairman of a Rural Committee, and a New Territories
Justice of the Peace appointed by the Hong Kong Governor.

Chan stepped down as the Kuk’s chairman in 1964 but was again elected in 1968 which he
held the post until 1978 when he declared his retirement from politics. By then the Kuk had
gained the ear and confidence of the Government.

Chan helped deliver the backing of rural clansmen during the Hong Kong 1967 Leftist riots
when the colonial government was seeking public support. He was given a license to carry a
revolver for protection as the Leftist rioters labeled him as anti-China traitor. Chan was
appointed in 1968 by Queen Elizabeth II, United Kingdom, Member of the Most Excellent Order
of the British Empire (M.B.E.) afterwards and regained the chairmanship of the Kuk.

As Chairman of the Kuk, Chan took an interest in Lau Wong-Fat (%] 2 % ) who was a talented
young man from the Tuen Mun area who showed an aptitude for politics. Lau was subsequently
elected Chairman of the Kuk in 1980 and still retained that post until 2015. Castle Peak Estate
(7 +b #8), the first public housing estate in Tuen Mun in 1971, was renamed San Fat Estate (77%
#1) in 1974 after Chan Yat-Sun and Lau Wong-Fat, in recognition of the services rendered in
their capacities as Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Tuen Mun Rural Committee. However, the
entire San Fat Estate was demolished in 2002 for re-development in providing space for the
West Rail Line construction.



After Chan stepped down from active politics in 1978, he kept a close eye on current affairs.
During the Sino-British negotiations and the Sino-British Joint Declaration in 1984, he was
concerned with securing the rights and privileges of indigenous villagers after the transfer of
sovereignty over Hong Kong to China. He was invited by the Chinese government to the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region Basic Law Consultative Committee (4 & & * 235394 R ¢)
and also became a member of the National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference (¥ B4 2 5t/ ot57 € A2 W4 A ¢ £ A ) from 1988 to 1998.

In the 1991 Hong Kong Legislative Council (3 /& = ;# &) elections after the Tiananmen
Square protests and the June Fourth Movement of 1989, he saw the rise of the pro-democracy
camp. To counter the liberal movement and assure stability over the handover period, Chan
founded the political group Federation for the Stability of Hong Kong (§& =_3 i& = ¢ ) and elected
as the first chairman at his age of 74. In 1993, he was member of the Preliminary Working
Committee of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.

Philanthropic Service

Other than Rotary, Chan was a co-founder of the philanthropic organization “Yan Oi Tong”
(i=€ %) (YOT). Initiated by Chan Yat-Sun, Lau Wong-Fat and David Arkers-Jones (4£.i& #), it
was originally a clan charity in Castle Peak Township (§ /). Since the 1930s, it has established
Chinese medicine clinics providing free medical consultation and dispensary, and carried out
poverty relief and disaster relief work. Registered as a charitable organization since 1977, Yan
Oi Tong has become one of the 6 largest full-service charity groups in Hong Kong. Embracing
the mission of “Caring for the Aged and the Young, Promoting Education and Nurturing Talents,
Supporting the Disadvantaged and the Sick, Serving the Community with Sincerity”, YOT today
delivers timely and comprehensive caring services in areas of social services, educational
services, medical services, sports & recreational services, green projects and social enterprises to
those in need in the community through operating over 170 service units.

Grand Reviewing Officer to British Forces

In 1969, 1970 and 1971 for three times, Chan was appointed as the Grand Reviewing Officer
of the “Queen’s Birthday Parade” in the New Territories. He was the only Chinese who had ever
represented Queen Elizabeth II to review the British Forces. The review was held in Tai Po, Yuen
Long and Tsuen Wan respectively.

“Queen’s Birthday Parade” officially “Trooping the Colour” is a ceremonial event performed
every year on Horse Guards Parade in London, United Kingdom, to celebrate the official birthday
of the British sovereign. From the 1950s to the 1970s in the British Crown Colony Hong Kong,
the “Queen’s Birthday Parade” was held every year in the urban area in Nathan Road of Kowloon
or the Hong Kong Football Club Stadium in the Island. The Governor of Hong Kong concurrently
Commander-in-Chief of the British Forces presided over the review on behalf of the Queen.

A Rotarian until his last day, Chan Yat-Sun, MBE, JP, passed away at St. Teresa’s Hospital
(Bt j%”f%f I+), Kowloon, Hong Kong, on 27 July 2007 at the age of 88.
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Sketch Map of Hong Kong --- The green area indicates the service territory of the Rotary Club of New
Territories, according to the Club’s Constitution and Bylaws.
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In 1974, the Hong Kong government changed the name of “Castle Peak District” to “Tuen Mun District”, so it also
changed the name of “Castle Peak Estate” to “San Fat Estate”. “San”is the Tuen Mun Rural Committee past
chairman Chan Yat-Sun, and “Fat” is the incumbent chairman Lau Wong-Fat. In recognition of their
contributions, the Government named the housing estate after them. (Photo) Hong Kong Governor Sir Murray
MacLehose presided over the ribbon-cutting ceremony, accompanied by Chan Yat-Sun (left) and Lau Wong-Fat.
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6 May 1975 — During the Royal visit of Queen Elizabeth II to Hong Kong,
Chan Yat-Sun invites the welcoming Dragon Dance by students from the New Territories.

1975 # 5 4 6 p—#FR*2 #f 750 - # PGk R EPTEFPG R
ATRFGFOHA T (2= ) ~ FARFFEZEL(7) AT L BAP AT =R -
6 May 1975 — During the Royal visit to Hong Kong, (from left) Secretary for the New Territories David Akers-
Jones, Queen Elizabeth II, Governor Sir Murray MacLehose and Heung Yee Kuk Chairman Chan Yat-Sun
enjoyed the cultural parade at the Tsuen Wan Sports Ground. (Getty Images)
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ATREARH T TR £ W FEIGEW T 4
13 January 1978 -- Chan Yat-Sun (third from left) of the New Territories Committee of the Silver Jubilee Fund
presents a cheque to the committee’s Honorary Treasurer Michael Sandberg (second from right). The New
Territories residents have raised more than a million to fund the building of the Silver Jubilee Sports Centre.
(Photo credit: South China Morning Post)
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1978 # 27 13 7 — G B /AP AT EATR 5% = £ AT5 BT K5
&g FE AT AT TR (TR R4 L) -
13 February 1978 -- Chan Yat-Sun, Chairman of Heung Yee Kuk N. T., is speaking at the Lunar New Year Party
of the Kuk. Seated next to him is David Akers-Jones, Secretary for the New Territories. Akers-Jones is an
Honorary Member of the Rotary Club of New Territories. (Photo credit: South China Morning Post)



1978 # 5 7 2 p — G EATRRBALE : ATRFEGETHAE (- ) frAT RAEp L B p AT ()
G R ML R GRG0 FATR AR FIET HEK$450, 000 #1 F R G R - FEA o
2 May 1978 — Two New Territories Rotarians: David Akers-Jones (right), Secretary for the New Territories,
and Chan Yat-Sun (second from right), Chairman of Heung Yee Kuk, attending the switching-on ceremony in
Tai Tei Tong Village on Lantau to inaugurate street lights installed as part of a HK$450,000 scheme
to bring light to villages under the New Territories Administration. (Getty Images)
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