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In some areas of the world, weekly Rotary club meetings begin with all members standing
and reciting the ( Object of Rotary ) . This statement, which comes from the Rotary
International Constitution, is frequently seen on a wall plaque in Rotarians’ offices or places of
business.

The (Object of Rotary) , today, is “to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basic of
worthy enterprises”. This single statement then lists four areas by which this “ideal of service”
is fostered: the development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service; high ethical
standards in business and professions, the recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations,
and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve society; the
application of the ideal of service in one’s personal, business, and community life; and the
advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of
business and professional persons united in the ideal of service.

The Original 3 Objects of Rotary in 1906

The (Object of Rotary) has not always been expressed in the above manner. The initial

Rotary Club Constitution of 1906 had three objects: promotion of business interests, promotion
of good fellowship, and the advancement of the best interests of the community.

The original idea of Chicago Rotary Club first formed in 1905 by Paul P. Harris and three
friends was to provide an opportunity for fellowship and friendliness coupled with a basis for
exchange of business between and among its members.

The concept of Rotary as a mutual benefit arrangement may have contributed heavily to its
early popularity and growth not only in Chicago, but in its extension to other cities. However, in
the unfolding of the story of Rotary, the idea of service to oneself and one’s fellow club members
in a business sense gave away to the higher ideal of service and helpfulness to others in all aspects
of life — and eventually service to all mankind.

The early Chicago Rotarians soon realized that their interest in their fellow Rotarians
provided opportunities for helpfulness to others, and emphasis changed from “getting” to “giving”
as they learned that business benefits flowed appropriately to those who demonstrated their
interest in helping others.



To give expression to their outside service interests, the Chicago club adopted a third object
the advancement of the best interests of Chicago, and the spreading of the spirit of civic pride

and loyalty among its citizens. Thus, the first version of The Three Objects of Rotary in 1906 was
like this:

THE OBJECTS
OF ROTARY

1906

Is#: The promotion of the busi-
ness interest of its members.

2nd: The promotion of good fel-
lowship and other desiderata
ordinarily incident to Social
Clubs.

3rd: The advancement of the best
interest of Chicago and the
spreading of the spirit of
civic pride and loyalty amang
its citizens.

The 5 Objects of Rotary in 1910

As other Rotary clubs were formed, some Rotarians were troubled by the candid emphasis
on business “getting” and outside criticism of the selfish and self-serving nature of Rotary clubs
and their members. The clubs attempted to clarify the matter for themselves and others. The
Rotary Club of Seattle, Washington, U.S.A., the fourth club organized, developed a statement of
objects in which it emphasized service to the community and particularly the promotion of high
ethical standards in business.

Formation of clubs in other cities soon followed and, by 1910, there were 16 clubs from coast
to coast in the United States. Until then, individual clubs had been independent, though some
did follow the pattern of the Rotary Club of Chicago. Feeling the need for unity of purpose and
some uniformity of procedure for organizing additional clubs, the existing clubs assembled in
convention in Chicago. The convention formed the “National Association of Rotary Clubs” in
America. Paul P. Harris was elected president and a constitution and by-laws were adopted with
these 5 objects:

1. To extend and develop Rotary principles by the organization of Rotary clubs throughout
America.

2. To unify the work and the principles of the affiliating Rotary clubs and to promote their

common good.

To arouse and encourage civic pride and loyalty.

To promote progressive and honorable business methods.

To advance the business interests of the individual members of the affiliating clubs.
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To reflect the addition of clubs outside of the United States, the Association name was
changed to “International Association of Rotary Clubs” (§ R4 ##4+4 ¢ ) since 1912. Until 1915,
in a continuing effort at unity and method in the Association and its constituent clubs, a standard
Rotary club constitution was recommended. The 5 objects were re-written to (Objects of The
Rotary Club) with 6 points:

Objects of
The Rotary CGlub

To promote the recognization of the worthiness of
all legitimate occupations and to dignify each mem-
ber’s occupation as affording him an opportunity to
serve society.

{To encourage high ethical standards in business
and professions.

To increase the efficiency of each member by the
development of improved ideas and business methods.

To stimulate the desire of each member to be of
service to his fellowmen and society in general.

To promote the scientizing of acquaintance as an
opportunity for service and an aid lo success.

To quicken the interest of each member in the
public welfare of his community and to co-operate
with others in civie, social, commercial and industrial
development.

The above objects are set forth in the Standard Constitu-
tion for Local Rotary Clubs, prepared by a special committee,
approved by the International Board of Directors, and author-
ized and adopted by the Sixth Annual Convention of the In-
ternational Association of Rotary Clubs at San Francisco, July
1915, as the Constitution which all clubs affiliating in the As-
sociation are expected to adopt as soon as the necessary steps can
be taken for amending their respective constitutions.




By 1921 The Sixth Object of International Service was incorporated

In 1921 after the World War I was over and Rotary saw the great need for closer
understanding between the nations, the great Sixth Object was formulated at the Edinburgh
Convention in 1921. The application of the other five objects was made international, that is to
say, Rotarians’ relations of service should go beyond even their own country and should include
the relations of one country to another. The ideal of “international understanding and peace”
was incorporated and to be encouraged as the Sixth Object. Read the revised version here:

Ohbiccrs of

" ARE

o encourage and foster:

I. The ideal of SERVICE as the basis of

all worthy enterprise.
2. Hig‘l} ethical standards in business and
protessions.

3. The applicatim of the i1deal of service
lvy every Rotarian w his pz*rsmml. business.
and commumity hite.

4 The development of acquaintance as an
opportunity for service. |

[ &7

The recogivition of the worthiness of all |
useful occupations and the dighifying” Ly | |
cach Rotarian of his occupation as an |
opportunity to serve society.

6. The advancement of understanding good will
and international peace through a world ;
fn“mvship of business and prof.cssimml men ‘
united in the ideal of service.
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The Single Object of Rotary Today

In 1922, the organization shortened the name to “Rotary International” (& 3 #). The
objects had again revised in 1927. Finally, at the 1935 Mexico City Convention, the six objects
were restated and reduced to four.

/he

Four
Objects
OF

To encourage and foster the ideal of serv-
ice as a basis of worthy enterprise, in
particular to encourage and foster:

(1) The development of acquaintance as an
opportunity for service.

(2) High ethical standards in business and
professions, the recognition of the worthi-
ness of all useful occupahons, aond the
dignifying by each Rotarion of his occu-

afion os on opportunity to serve society.
3) The application of the ideal of service
by every Rotarion to his personcl, business,
and community life.

(4) The advancement of international
understanding, goodwill, and peace
through a world fellowship of business and
prof‘essionol men united in the ideal of
service.

/Qotafy

The last major change came in 1951 when the objects were streamlined to “a single object
with four parts”. Since 1990, the word “men” on the last line was changed to “persons” in
respecting both genders. Here is today’s version as stated in the Rotary International
Constitution 2013:

O Yoy oy yvoyve:

Osiect oF Rotary

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a
basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and foster: ¢ 2

2. High ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition

of the worthiness of all useful occupations; and the dignifying of
each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve society; '

The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service; >

3. The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal,
business, and community life;

4. The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and
peace through a world fellowship of business and professional
persons united in the ideal of service.
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