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Wausih Rotarian Industrialist & Educator -- Tang Ping-Yuan, CBE, LLD

Founder & First President of The Community Chest of Hong Kong
By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#xl=2) (Rotary China Historian)

1 September 2017

Co-Founder of The Community Chest of Hong Kong

The dramatic growth of Hong Kong’s population in the 1960s came with social problems
that caught the attention of the international community, this was followed by the arrival of
welfare agencies and religious organizations which helped relieve the problems with cash and
supplies.

As Hong Kong’s economic growth started to pick up toward the end of the decade, some
international agencies began to leave, creating a gap in the social welfare system. As a result,
local agencies had to compete with each other for donations to maintain their services. To
improve the situation, a group of community leaders including Dr. The Honourable Tang Ping-
Yuan (7rch & B A miR$E L), Rotaryanne Mrs. Ivy Fung (f#§ %44 1) (/5% %% ), the Lady
Hogan (f» 2 & 2 % 4 )and Dr. Samson Sun (3% % % 4 ) came up with the idea of a “community
fund” to raise money on behalf of all agencies, thus eliminating competition among them in their
fund-raising efforts and providing them with the resources to focus on service delivery — this was
the beginning of The Community Chest of Hong Kong (% i = 5 £).

The Community Chest of Hong Kong was founded on 8 November 1968 with a fund-raising
target of HK$6 million. Tang was elected to serve as the first president for one year. The amount
raised exceeded the target in under three months, and benefitted the 43 agencies it funded in its
early years of operation. Today, The Community Chest of Hong Kong prides itself in raising
funds on behalf of over 160 local member agencies in six major areas of services: children &
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youth, elderly, family & child welfare, medical & health, rehabilitation & aftercare, and
community development, making every effort to contribute to a better Hong Kong.

The Refugee President of Wusih Rotary Club

Wusih (Wuxi) was a county in southern Kiangsu (Jiangsu) Province, Republic of China (®
% WL kg &4 B since 1912, about 90 miles away from Shanghai (_*+ /2) on the Shanghai-
Nanking Railway, along which were the famous scenic spots Tai Hu Lake (+ #*) and Wei Chien
Hill (& % &), The County had a population of over one million including the suburbs. During
the dynasty of the Ch’'ing Empire (+ 7% ®) (1636—1912), cotton and silk production flourished
in Wusih. Trade increased with the opening of ports to Shanghai in 1842, and Chinkiang
(Zhenjiang) (4&1) and Nanking (Nanjing) (% * ) in 1858. Wusih became a center of the textile
industry of the nation. Textile mills were built in 1894 and silk reeling establishments known as

“filatures” were built in 1904. Wusih was remained the regional center for the waterborne
transport of grain.

On 27 February 1937, the Soochow Rotary Club (£ %3 #:4+) had a picnic to Wusih. One of
its members, C. Z. Tsai (34& # ), a Wusih native, invited 16 of the local community leaders to
join the gathering. In the course of the banquet, the Soochow Rotarians encouraged to form a
new Rotary Club in Wusih. All present agreed on the proposal and requested Soochow Rotary
Club to be the sponsor. On 12 March 1937, the provisional club was organized. Later on 11-13
April 1937 in Nanking where the second annual conference of the 81st District was held, and the
16 provisional Rotary Club members attended. The participation from Wusih was well
appreciated. On 5 May 1937, the organization of the Wusih Rotary Club (& 47 # #4+) closed
with the list of 24 charter members, and Tang was elected the Charter President. Official
application for membership was then sent to Rotary International through the 81st District
Governor Dr. Fong Foo-Sec (A% % *71# 2.). The Club decided to have their regular weekly
meetings on every Wednesday at 6 p.m. at the premises of the Ching Foong Cotton Spinning and
Weaving Mills, No. 3, Shek Pe Hong, Wusih (475t 7 £ &5 = 5L & e ).

Tang was the Managing Director of the Ching Foong Cotton Spinning and Weaving Mills
Co., Ltd. (& & % BB % >3 ' ). His Rotary classification was “Cotton Goods Weaving”.

On 16 June 1937 Wusih Rotary Club was duly elected a member of Rotary International with
the Charter No. 4321 granted. Chesley R. Perry, Secretary of Rotary International, sent the
official congratulatory message to Tang on 18 June 1937:

“It is a pleasure to write to you and confirm the admission of the Rotary Club of Wusih to
membership in Rotary International. You have probably already received news of this from your
district governor.

The immediate future of your club is largely in your hands, as its founder president, but do not
attempt to do all the work yourself. All the members should be working with you, and one of the
surest ways to obtain their wholehearted cooperation is to give each one an immediate
opportunity to serve the club.



Should you need information or assistance of any kind, I suggest that you consult with your
district governor, or with this office, or with the branch office for Asia which is located at 25
Amber Mansions, Singapore, Straits Settlements. We should like you to feel that all the
resources of the secretariat of Rotary International are at your disposal, and I hope you will call
on us for any service we can give you.”

Wusih Rotary Club would have become a full-fledged one were it not for the hostilities which
started about a month before the scheduled Charter Day. But all the same it was quite active
during that period of formation and organization. Regrettably, before the Charter was received
and Wusih Rotary Club was able to hold the presentation celebration, there came the Second
Sino-Japanese War outbreak. It was a military conflict initiated by the Imperial Japan’s full
scale aggression to the Republic of China (* # % ®]) from 7 July 1937 until Japan’s surrender on
2 September 1945. It began with the Marco Polo Bridge Incident (i7 #* 4 7 Bt jf 46 ¥ %) in
which a dispute between the Japanese and the Chinese troops escalated into a battle. It is known
in the Chinese History as the “War of Resistance against Imperial Japan” (¥ ®4wp $ < ). After
the Marco Polo Bridge Incident on 7 July 1937 in Peiping (Beijing) (# ¥ ), within a few months
the Imperial Japanese troops quickly captured and occupied all key Chinese ports and industrial
centers in the northern and eastern China, including the state capital Nanking (Nanjing) (% ».)
and the nearby Wusih County. Rotary activities in these localities were seriously disturbed and
damaged, resulting the suspension or adjournment of the clubs, numerous “refugee Rotarians”
exiled and many resided temporarily in the International Settlement of Shanghai ( /= = £ &

# ) or the British Crown Colony Hong Kong (% /% ). These two places were still the British and/or
American controlled areas which meant the “safety zones” before the Pacific War outbreak in
December 1941. Wusih Rotary Club was one of the “refugee clubs”. Of the 24 members, 18
including Tang moved to Shanghai, 1 to Tientsin (Tianjin) (% i), and 1 to America, with 4 only
remained staying in Wusih.

Moving to the Shanghai International Settlement, other “refugee Rotarians” were members
chiefly from the Peiping Rotary Club (#* T # #4+), Tientsin Rotary Club (= /23 #4+), Tsinan
Rotary Club (i# s i #4+), Tsingtao Rotary Club (§ § #* #4+), Soochow Rotary Club (£ % 4% #
#+), Nanking Rotary Club (% # #* #4+), Chinkiang Rotary Club (421 3 #4+), Hangchow Rotary
Club (4= #* #4+), Hankow Rotary Club (;% © # #4+), etc. All “refugee Rotarians” were
nevertheless bound in the same Rotary ties as they had been before they were scattered.

During the early days of arrival to Shanghai, refugee Rotarians used to enjoy their fellowship
by attending the Shanghai Rotary Club regular luncheon meetings as visitors. In view of the
necessity of finding a way whereby these Rotarians residing in Shanghai, not to give long term
burden to Shanghai Rotary Club, could hold their own regular meetings and maintain Rotary
fellowship, a meeting was called at the initiation of District 97-98 Governor Dr. Yen Te-Ching
(B & £ L), of the representatives of Nanking, Hangchow, Soochow, and Wusih clubs. At
which a happy solution was arrived at by the formation of the “Outport Rotarians’ Tiffin Club”
on 13 February 1938. The Outport Rotarians’ Tiffin Club served for members of Rotary clubs in
China, other than Shanghai, who were “temporarily” in Shanghai. The backbone of that Tiffin



Club consisted of Rotarians from Wusih, Nanking, Tientsin, Hangchow, and Soochow. A few
members came from Tsingtao, Hankow, Tsinan and Peiping. They also planned to “rotate”
meetings, trying various restaurants, clubs, hotels, and the Chinese Y M.C.A. (¥ &z 4k 7 #

¢ ), until they found a satisfactory “permanent” meeting place. Therefore, Tang and his Wusih
Rotarians carried on their Rotary Life in such manner.

For more than one year, the Charter for Wusih Rotary Club was still had no chance to be
presented. On 12 January 1939, District 97-98 Governor Yen reported to Rotary International
giving this explanation:

“The Charter for the Wusih Club came some time ago, but the hostilities broke out right after
they have made an elaborate program to receive it. I have had a chat with President Tang of that
Club and he felt that the members prefer to wait till their return to that city, when a still bigger
celebration will be held to give the Club fresh momentum. I think that they are quite correct in
that decision.”

In the summer of 1940, despite war and numerous other obstacles, the Outport Rotarians’
Tiffin Club at Shanghai completed another successful year of regular meetings. The new officers
were elected, and Tang was elected to serve as its Secretary.

The War situation carried on and even worse. In December 1941, the Imperial Japan
declared hostility with the United States and her allies. The Pacific War began, and the Shanghai
International Settlement as well as the French Concession were soon captured and no longer
“safety zones”. No more Rotary activities were allowed by the Japanese military authority. Both
of the Shanghai Rotary Club and the Outport Rotarians’ Tiffin Club had come to the suspension.
Communication with Rotary International in the United States was disconnected. Eventually,
Rotary International decided to officially terminate the membership on 31 December 1943 of all
Rotary clubs located in the Chinese territories where were occupied by the Japanese troops.

With such decision, thus, the Rotary life of the Wusih Rotary Club that Tang founded, and
the other refugee Rotarians were given a full-stop.

Joined Rotary again in Shanghai after the War

The effects of the atomic bombings and the Soviet entry were profound. On 10 August 1945
the “sacred decision” was made by Japanese Cabinet to accept the Potsdam terms on one
condition: the “prerogative of His Majesty as a Sovereign Ruler”. At noon on 15 August, after the
American government’s intentionally ambiguous reply, stating that the “authority” of the
emperor “shall be subject to the Supreme Commander of the Allied Powers”, the Emperor
broadcast to the nation and to the world at large the rescript of surrender, ending the Second
World War. After the War and the liberation of Shanghai from the Japanese, the metropolitan
began its rehabilitation. Shanghai Rotary Club ( /& # #;4+) was re-organized and was admitted
to Rotary International again on 277 March 1946.



Through the recommendation of Rotarian Percy Kwok (3% ¥ #t), Shanghai Rotary Club
extended its invitation on 29 August 1946 to Tang Ping-Yuan to join the Club. Formal induction
was take place at the regular luncheon meeting at Metropole Hotel (3755 4~ &) on Thursday, 19
September 1946, with his classification as “Cotton Industry---Cotton Goods Weaving”. Regret
that Tang tendered his membership resignation on 2 April 1949 due to frequent travel away from

Shanghai.
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Mr, Ping-Yuan Tang,
Menaging Director
Ching Foong Cotton Manufacturing Co
444 Peking Road,
Shanghai

Dear Mr, Tang,
I have great pleasure in advising
7 you that you have been elected a member of the
Rotary Club of Shanghai in which you 1111
r represent the classification

COTTON INDUSTRY - COTTON GOCDS WEAVING,

On behalf of the members of the Club
1 welcome you to notary, and i trust that ;
you will enjoy and benefit from your member- H

mship, a8 I am sure your fellowmembers will
‘benefit from being associated with you.
Your formal introduction to the Club
will take place on Thursday 19th instant,
at the Club's regular weekly meeting in the h
Metropole Hotel at 12,15 p.m. .
o Yours sincerely.




Tang the Industrialist

In Chinese philosophy, there is a mention of the “superior man”, the person who exemplifies
in his person and his actions, the great virtues. Dr. the Honourable Tang Ping-Yuan, C.B.E.,
HonLL.D.(CUHK), B.Sc.(MIT), B.Sc.(Tsing Hua), J.P. (1898-1971), was such a man.

Early Years and Education

Tang affectionately known as “P.Y.,” was a native of Wusih, and the scion of a prominent
family in business, scholarship and government service. His father, Tang Pao-Chien (3 %3k),
was a merchant and successful founder of textile, rice polishing and flour mills, as well as a
vegetable oil extraction company. Born on 10 September 1898, Tang Ping-Yuan (aka Tang Sing-
Hai 2 % ;#) was educated at St. John’s University in Shanghai (} /= ¥ ¥ # + ¥ ) and Tsinghua
College in Peking (#* 7 /- #% ¥). An outstanding scholar, he won one of the coveted Boxer
Indemnity Scholarships (& + p& 25 £ 4 £ ) to study in the United States.

Tang arrived in America in September 1920, enrolling first at the Lowell Textile School to
study textile engineering along with several other Tsinghua scholars, then transferring to MIT
(Class of 1923, Massachusetts Institute of Technology), in his junior year to study Engineering
Administration. While at MIT, Tang was a member of the Rifle Club, the Cosmopolitan Club,
the Corporation XV, the Mechanical Engineering Society, and the Chinese Students’ Club for
which he served as President in his senior year. In 1923, Tang was selected as an MIT
representative in the formation of a local “information bureau” for Chinese students in Boston.

Tang was further linked to the early history of Chinese overseas education through his
father-in-law, Wen Bing-Chung (8 % 2 ) (1862-1938), a student in the second detachment of the
Chinese Educational Mission (CEM) (¥ B ¥ % % % ), who became a famous Imperial Qing
official. His wife, Wen Kin-May (;§ £ # ) (1903-1988), was educated at the Leamington School
in Warwickshire, England. After graduation, she returned to China and taught at the famous
Mclntyre School for Girls (® & + &+ ¢ #)in Shanghai. The family were thus pioneers in Western
education of the time.

King of Industry

Tang had hoped to complete a master’s degree after receiving his Bachelor of Science (B.Sc.)
in 1923. But the death of his elder brother compelled him to return to China to run the family’s
textile business. With his stellar training and experience, Tang emerged as a leader in the textile
industry, introducing modern equipment and management techniques. In his heyday, Tang was
the third largest textile manufacturer in China, and was known as one of the “Kings of Industry.”
Following his father’s advice to enter manufacturing relating to the “four necessities in life” —
clothing, food, housing, and transportation — at various points in his career Tang took up textile
manufacturing, flour milling and vegetable oil production, brick and cement manufacturing, and
the American “Chrysler” automobile importing.

In 1947, with the impending Communist takeover of China, Tang moved his family to the
then British Crown Colony Hong Kong. There, he continued to be a leader in the textile industry
and active in political life. Tang established his own company, the South Sea Textile
Manufacturing Co., Ltd. (= /& %> By 7 ) in Tsuen Wan ( % %) in March 1948 starting



operations in January 1949. The company was one of the largest and best-equipped cotton
textile mills in Hong Kong. (see photo on Page 11)

Tang was also the Chairman of the Mayfair Industries Ltd. (¥ £ § ¥ 7 *312 ). He also sat
on the board of many companies including the Hong Kong Telephone Co., Ltd. (HKTC) (% i# &
37 12 7) and the Television Broadcasts Limited (TVB) (% 4R & 4% 7 *3 = @), Levi Strauss (Far
East) Ltd. (41 & 5 3= ).

Tang the Public Figure and Philanthropist

A recognized leader in the Chinese business world, Tang was also active in public life and
educational circles. Before 1947, he also served on the National Economic Council ( > B 3 &

% R ¢ ), as well as the National Chamber of Industry and Commerce (2 1 7 % i ¢ ),
Republic of China.

It was, of course, a well-known that Hong Kong’s economic well-being in the 1960s
depended to a unique degree on industry, particularly textiles. From the very start, Tang had
been deeply involved in Hong Kong’s Industrial Revolution in its various aspects: productivity,
technology, marketing, industrial relations, and labour welfare. In providing exemplary
conditions of service to his mill operatives, Tang has won an enviable reputation as a progressive
industrialist.

In 1964, Tang was appointed Un-official Justice of the Peace for Hong Kong (% i# 2 F = =+
I ¥ 1) by Hong Kong Governor Sir David Clive Crosbie Trench (% i# KR A o3l &-2). In
consulting his expertise to Hong Kong’s public interests in general and industry in particular,
Tang was appointed in July 1964 by the Governor the Un-official Member on the Legislative
Council (% % = i & 2-F = & R ) until November 1968, and later also served Un-official Member

on the Executive Council (4 # 75tk 227 = 2% R ) from 1967 until 1971.

The year of 1967 in Hong Kong were large-scale riots between pro-communists and their
sympathisers, and the Hong Kong government. While originating as a minor labour dispute, the
tensions later grew into large scale demonstrations against British colonial rule. Demonstrators
clashed violently with the Hong Kong Police Force. Instigated by events in the People’s Republic
of China (® # 4 % % {r#), leftists called for massive strikes and organized demonstrations, civil
commotions, while the police stormed many of the leftists’ strongholds and placed their active
leaders under arrest. These riots became still more violent when the leftists resorted to terrorist
attacks, planted decoy and real bombs in the city and murdered some members of the press who
voiced their opposition to the violence.

The 1966 and 1967 riots in Hong Kong served as a catalyst for social reforms in Hong Kong,
with the implementation of positive non-interventionism in 1971, while Sir David Trench, the
Hong Kong Governor, grudgingly introduced some social reforms, it was not until the succeeding
Governor Sir Crawford Murray MacLehose (% i $.4- % 32/3 & 1) greatly expanded the scope of
reforms which transformed lives of residents in Hong Kong, thus becoming one of the Four Asian
Dragons (I #' = |- ¥). The 1970s marked starting of the “Lion Rock Spirit” (= L 4¢ ).



In recognition of his remarkable contributions to the Hong Kong community in general,
with special focus on the economics and industrial sectors, Tang was decorated by Queen
Elizabeth II, United Kingdom, in 1967 the Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British
Empire (O.B.E.). Later in 1970, Tang was decorated again, a higher grade, the Commander of
the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (C.B.E.). In 1971, Tang was decorated by the
Emperor of Japan the Order of the Sacred Treasure, 3rd Class, in appreciation for his efforts in
promoting the Hong Kong-Japan relations.

Tang passed away at the Hong Kong Sanatorium and Hospital on 17 June 1971.

Tang the Warm Supporter of Education

But Tang was not just an industrialist in the narrow sense of the word. He was deeply
committed to the conviction that human resources should be constantly improved through more
and better education---a conviction that was evidenced by his intimate association with, and
generous donations to, educational institutions in both China and Hong Kong. In the Republican
China, Tang was elected in 1935, to Academia Sinica’s Engineering Research Council (® + 7= 3
el 27 £ B € 373& ). Tang was also a member of the Board of Trustees of the National
Tsing Hua University (& = 7 % ~ §). A renowned philanthropist like his father, Tang donated
several important buildings to universities in Asia, continuing his dedication to education. In
Hong Kong, Tang was more in planning and advising on an expansion programme for the
Kiangsu-Chekiang College (# #r = 4 ). He had given evidence of his readiness to extend
unstinted financial assistance.

Rarely had there been any example of the successful combination of two distinguished
careers as an industrialist and an educator.

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)

After his return to China, Tang remained deeply engaged with the Technology Club of China
(MIT alumni club). In 1939, he helped found the Shanghai Institute of Technology together with
other MIT alumni. Throughout his life, Tang was generous in seeking to “give back” to the
Institute that he believed helping foster his success in China and Hong Kong, and he actively
promoted the development of relations between MIT and the Far East. Connections with MIT
have been maintained through the generations: Tang’s son Jack C. Tang (2 %+ ), grandson
Martin Y. Tang (2 4% # ), and great-grandson Christopher Tang are also MIT alumni. To be in
memory of Tang Ping-Yuan, the Tang family donated the Tang Hall (graduate students’
residence) (see photo on Page 14) and established the Tang Scholarship Fund at MIT.

Hong Kong Polytechnic University ( 4 £21 < %)

The forerunner of the Hong Kong Polytechnic was the Hong Kong Technical College (% i&
1 %% ™ %), In promoting the education on textile industry, Tang was instrumental in
sponsoring the donation by the cotton spinning industry to the College of a textile laboratory
building. Tang was also the first chairman of the Planning Committee of the Hong Kong
Polytechnic when it was about to be promoted from the Hong Kong Technical College. However,
Tang passed away after 2 years in office before the Hong Kong Polytechnic (3 &2 1 £ [x) was



formally established on 1 August 1972 (see photo on Page 12). Later, full university status was
granted on 25 November 1994, and changing its name to The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
(4 &21 ~ §) (Polyl).

In 2002, the PolyU named 2 buildings after Tang Ping-Yuan and his wife Kinmay W. Tang
in remembering their contributions to the University. In 2012, PolyU has named a Tang Ping
Yuan Square (2 ‘& & & #°) in the hub of its campus to pay tribute to the late Dr. Tang Ping-Yuan
and his son Dr. Jack C. Tang for their long-standing support to the institution over the past four
decades. Jack Tang followed the footsteps of his father in supporting the institution by serving
as a Founding Member of the University Council between 1972 and 1976, and of the University
Court from 1995 to 2002.

The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) (4 # # < < &)

Upon the establishment of The Chinese University of Hong Kong in October 1963, Tang was
appointed by the Hong Kong Governor Sir Robert Brown Black (3 i %78 p = A& & 2, the
University Chancellor, to serve as a Member of the first University Council. Construction on the
new campus in Ma Liu Shui (5 #-k), Shatin (i) = ), continued throughout the 1960s. In 1964,
Tang donated 3 million Hong Kong dollars (half of the project cost) to build the University
Library main building which was completed in 1972 (see photos on Page 13). Tang was also a
Member of the Advisory Board of the University’s Lingnan Institute of Business Administration
(4% 1 7% ¢ 3287 7 “7) since its establishment in 1966; and also the Chairman 1967-1971 of the
Board of Governors of the New Asia College (3717  Ix).

In 1968, The Chinese University of Hong Kong conferred Tang the degree of Doctor of Laws
(LL.D.) (honoris causa) during the 7th Congregation.

University of Hong Kong (HKU) (  # = %)

Tang was a Court Member of the University of Hong Kong since September 1964 until 1971.
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The Chinese name used by Tang Ping-Yuan in Rotary was his second name # % /4. This is the Chinese
traditional culture to use the second name amongst the fellows and schoolmates.
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Tang Ping- Yuan, the MIT student (Image courtesy MIT Archives and Special Collections)

Bk (P LR — a1 ER FEL gL (1923 #)
Tang Ping-Yuan (center sitting with bow tie), MIT Chinese Students’ Club President, 1923.

(Image courtesy MIT Archives and Special Collections)
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Shares Certificate of the flour mills in Wusih, 1934, issued by Tang Ping-Yuan and his father as directors.
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Covering an area of about 18 acres, the premises of The South Sea Textiles Mills were situated at the Castle Peak
Road, Tsuen Wan, in the New Territories, Hong Kong.

11


https://industrialhistoryhk.org/south-sea-textile-manufacturing-company/
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Full view of The Hong Kong Polytechnic campus in the 1970s, Hung Hom, Kowloon. Low blocks on the right
side was the former campus of the Hong Kong Technical College.
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Partly contributed by Tang Ping-Yuan, the University Library (Main Building), located at the west end of the
University Mall (see upper photo), The Chinese University of Hong Kong, was completed and opened in 1972.
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To be in memory of his parents, eldest son Jack C. Tang and children donated the building of the “Tang Hall” for
MIT graduate students’ residence, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, U.S.A.

P.Y. and Kinmay W.

Tang Center for
Silk Road Studies

University of California, Berkeley

ATEEER T # 2 FREFLER NI F DL TSR T RBRARSFL BT o

To be in memory of his parents, fourth son Oscar L. Tang contributed in 2017 to the establishment of the “P. Y.
and Kinmay W. Tang Center for Silk Road Studies” in the University of California, Berkeley, U.S.A.
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Chairman Tang addressing the College Monthly Meeting.
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Chairman Tang at the Tea Reception.
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