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American Bureau for Medical Aid to China—China Committee




ABMAC China Committee, Chungking. Back Row, from left: Dr. Berislav Borcic,
Dr. James K. Shen (7% i 2£), Dr. C. K. Chu, Mrs. Eleanor Brown, Dr. Hsu Su-en. Front row,
from left: Dr. Sah Pen-tung, Lt. Gen. Robert K. S. Lim (& ¥ %), Dr. Han Li-wu, Dr. P. Z. King
(Chin Pao-Shan), Dr. J. Heng Liu (%133 12).

ABMAC = American Bureau for Medical Aid to China was founded in November 1937 during
the Japanese invasion of China Mainland. The co-founders were Dr. Farn B. Chu, Dr. Frank
Co Tui, and Mr. Joseph Wei. It was the first American organization to respond to the health
needs of China and the embattled Chinese people at that critical time. Through ABMAC’s
services, Americans and Chinese in many parts of the United States supplied China with
millions of dollar worth of medical and hospital supplies and medical equipment. Towards
the end of the War, ABMAC started to help China’s medical advancement by developing a
Fellowship Training Program that has later been proven to have a very significant influence
on China's medical development. Until 1949, ABMAC had not only invited U.S. medical and
nursing specialists to guide China’s health care education and public health, but also
supported sending China’s medical and nursing professionals to the United States, for
advanced education or training. Most of these trainees, after returning to China, became
pioneers and authorities in the post-war medical development in China. When the Republic

of China government moved to Taiwan in 1949, ABMAC terminated its mainland operations.

ES J;E]-Tgﬁ #4 5 ¢ (ABMAC) (American Bureau for Medical Aid to China) » = =+ 1937
110 > d FfAY FARSERENRFT T R FIR0 42 HRNIRENT FES
°3%¢ 1" 43 2 + HumanityaboveAll | 5 G if > EEF § E4 2 LR FA Lt 45
#é%!é .iz KT ¥ BB A R AME T e gki,}u,l]tﬁ,,ﬂfng%‘f]rm?( B2k
s (s F <<F§'iz < iE) R %fr%l" 7%+ 1 (Pearl Sydenstricker Buck)# 8 (# ¥ 2 % ) #
ﬂ'.vi'%? CRPpE R RIR T ST o

ABMAC $tE gt » 9 U E 5T F R4 7 5 2 1 ABMAC 4 7 e pie s & 23518 7
Bt F g2 B RadE Rl R E A L EREARTE AL c LR HL S SR
SEE R ARG R ERAF AL R ABMAC i B e = FEDRE R et F
FEAATT o 1937 #F 2 gF 4 :fﬂ B EpERrY R G 8,900 ff’_%gi C 9. TAD 5 A
B ~3,700 et 24 Wz 575 =L > SR R L ST a1 #Rg’ﬂ%ﬁi& B he o e
o T S L e R R IR L L A AR BT e B AR BRSO
M AR B wIRNF F o ABMAC DS A BT RPFRE o poh o EEB BT
# (Columbia University) ¥ rﬁﬂ % % 7_Dr. John Scudder ** 1943 & #204 ABMAC % # 3
Bl s BErUE 04 f 1949 & 5 % > T4 Bt b $ 1 % 0 ABMAC i, € i 2 -5yt
BUB LA TR A - 2 ER o



orld Health
rganization

=

1946 & R i < ¢ oY B R %

China’s Proposal at the International Health Conference 1946

James Kofei Shen (74 5. #2£), M.D., F.I.C.S. (Republic of China)

The Chinese Government presents through its delegation greetings to the International
Health Conference, and desires to express its high hopes for the success of the Conference
and the early establishment of the World Health Organization.

International health cooperation has always been a matter of special interest and
concern to China. With the establishment of the United Nations we saw the opportunity to
create a single world health organization in close relationship with it and other allied agencies.
China was indeed happy, therefore, to be associated with Brazil in proposing at the San
Francisco Conference the first steps towards such a world health organization. Since then
it has been the privilege of China to follow through on this initial action by introducing at the
first session of the Economic and Social Council in London the resolution of February 15,
1946, which resulted in the convening of this Conference.

The Technical Preparatory Committee has labored conscientiously and ably in drawing
up a draft constitution for the World Health Organization. We have given to this draft
constitution much study and thought, and it is the opinion of our Government that it is a
creditable piece of work, which can well serve as a suitable basis for discussion at this
Conference. ~Mr. President, we feel that the members of the Technical Preparatory
Committee are to be congratulated, and should receive from us all a hearty vote of thanks for
the work.

Our delegation has been granted plenipotentiary powers by our Government. We shall
participate in the deliberations and discussions with an open mind and in a spirit of
cooperation and mutual assistance. We shall endeavor, to the best of our ability, to facilitate
general agreement, to the end that the World Health Organization may be speedily and firmly
established.

We may perhaps be permitted to observe that no international organization has been

perfect at its birth. The World Health Organization will prove no exception. But, let us
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have one as nearly perfect as we can make it under present circumstances, and above all on

supported by all. Perfection will be approached as experience accrues and further

agreement is obtained.

Chinese Proposals on the W.H.O. Constitution

Now, let me express the views of the Chinese Delegation on some of the more important

points of the Draft Constitution:

1.

We are of the opinion that membership in the World Health Organization should be open
to all nations---members as well as non-members of the United Nations. Some provision
should also be made for the fullest possible participation of trust territories, protectorates,
colonies and other territories which are not eligible as States for separate membership in
the United Nations but which possess their own separate health administrations, and
whose territories and populations are large enough to warrant special representation.

Perhaps some restricted form of membership, which we might call Associate Membership,

might be created for such units.

We are all of the opinion that regional arrangements, including the setting up of regional

committees and offices, are not necessary, but should find an important place in the

structure of the W.H.O. We feel that the two alternative views, embodied within a single
formula, and towards such we shall bend all our efforts of conciliation.

Concerning the Far East, in which China is especially interested, we would like to make

the following observations:

(a) Conditions in the Far East have certain peculiarities, not the least of which is the fact
that the population of that area constitutes one-half of all the people of the world.
Such factors demand special recognition. We therefore attach prime importance to
the principle of balanced geographical representation with due consideration of the
interests of the Far East at all time.

(b) The term “Far East”, as generally used, has come to cover the two continents of Asia
and Australasia. We recognize the fact that the standards of living and health
conditions of these two continents are sufficiently different to warrant possible
separation of these continents in the consideration of regional arrangements in the Far
East. We would therefore welcome making with our colleagues from Asia and
Australasia a careful study of this possibility.

(c) Many of the areas in Asia may be regarded as among the less developed in terms of
health and sanitation. It would be most appropriate for the World Health

Organization to make it one of its chief concerns to extend technical assistance to these



areas in order to raise their standards as quickly as possible to a level comparable to
that of the rest of the world.

4. We lay special emphasis on the importance of setting up immediately an Interim
Commission in a form which will permit it, without delay, to take over the functions of
other existing international health bodies, to negotiate the transformation of existing
regional health organizations into parts of the World Health Organization as well as to
prepare the necessary agreement with the United Nations.

5. We also attach great importance to the choice of an outstanding health administrator as
the first Director-General. We feel that the success of the World Health Organization
may well hinge on the selection of the right man.

6. The question of the permanent site of the Headquarters deserves our careful
consideration. We are open-minded on this point, but if the Conference decides to
postpone the final decision, we feel the choice of New York City, already the seat of the

United Nations, as a provisional headquarters would be the most practicable one.

ARZERR () TP FARAZBFHAZ AR 1946 # 6 7 B LR R FS ﬁ}%égé/fi SR A
Professor James K. Shen, M.D., (left) served as the chief delegate of the Republic of China attending the

preparatory and inaugural meeting of the United Nations World Health Organization in June 1946.
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19 June-22 July 1946 — Republic of China’s delegation attending the International Health Conference.
Chief Delegate Dr. James Kofei Shen is the fourth from the right.

Delegates--Dr. James Kofei Shen, Deputy Director-General, National Health Administration, Nanking; Dr.
L. Chin Yuan, Director, Institute of Epidemiology, National Institute of Health, Nanking; Dr. Szeming Sze,
Senior Technical Expert of the National Health Administration of China, Chinese Embassy, Washington
D.C.; Advisers--Dr. Shao-Hwa Tan; Dr. Lan-Sung Woo, Secretary-General, Chinese Red Cross; Dr. Robert
T. Huang; Technical Expert--Dr. Chang-Yui Shu, Special Member, National Health Administration,
Nanking; Secretary-General--Mr. Tswen-Ling Tsui, First Secretary, Chinese Embassy, Washington D.C.;
Deputy Secretary-General--Mr. George Y. L. Wu, Consul, Consulate-General, New York City; Secretaries--
Mr. Allen Lau; Mrs. Min-Hsien Yang Kiang; Miss E. Irene McMullen

ARFENEZ P EFR PG ((t'}fi_,f.gf‘é F"é 2 ) L L
James Kofei Shen signed the Constitution of the World Health Organization
on behalf of the Republic of China.
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