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The Decision

Though there had been vision and mission on 1 July 1937 to develop 2,000 Rotary
clubs in The Republic of China (¥ # =% &), the 3 Rotary districts spread on most of the
provinces were ultimately dissolved in July 1951. Let us first review on what were the
Rotary International Board of Directors’ decisions laid down in January 1951:

“With regard to Rotary in China, the Executive Committee, acting in behalf of the Board
of Directors, recently took this action: It

(1) accepted the resignation of Keats Chu, Governor of District 59;

(2) agreed that the territories and Clubs of District 58 and 59 be considered as one District
(58-59) under the supervision of the present Governor of District 58;

(3) called upon Rotary’s Secretary to terminate the membership of Clubs in China where
there is sufficient evidence that they are not functioning; and

(4) agreed that effective July 1, 1951, District 57 and District 58-59 shall be dissolved and
that any remaining Clubs in those territories be considered as non-districted Clubs under
the supervision of an Administrative Advisor.”

The Possible Proximate Cause

By reading the above Board decisions, one may observe that Keats S. Chu (Tientsin)
(Woolen piece goods manufacturing) (4 # % - = ;2 # #4%), District Governor of all
Rotary clubs in Northern China, who tendered his resignation in the early months of his
second term as district governor, drew the serious realization of Rotary International that
China Mainland was no longer socially and politically favourable and feasible for Rotary
Movement. There were strong evidence and clear signal that led to the decisions of 2 to

4.

Keats S. Chu (Tientsin) (% #%F- % 24 g544)

District 98 Governor 1948-1949 ; District 59 Governor 1950-1951



Rotary International did not disclose any supporting reasons toward the January
1951 decisions. However, the China Communist Party’s archives have given concrete
evidence that Chu had given up his ideal of Rotary service as what he had told the
congregation at the 20th Annual Convention of Rotary International held at Dallas, Texas,
U.S.A., on 31 May 1929, when he was a member of Peking Rotary Club (#* » # #4+). (see

full text on Page 4)

Instead, Chu changed his thoughts as what he had written a long article in the
{People’s Daily) <+ =% p 4§) on 27 September 1951 (quoted after English translation,
see full text on Pages 5-7):

“On the eve of the launch of "The War to Resist America and Aid Korea" Movement, I still
had the idea of fear on the United States. But the surging patriotic climax drowned out
all my concerns. I enthusiastically participated in the patriotic demonstrations of the
Tianjin industrial and commercial circles and other circles. How glorious I feel when we
get the approval of Chairman Mao! How excited! I also participated in the Chinese
People’s Condolence Mission to the DPRK. I have seen and witnessed the bloody crimes
committed by the U.S. imperialists such as burning, killing, kinking, and plundering in
North Korea. This has made me even more hateful, and contemptuous of the American
imperialism. On the one hand, I saw the brutality and corruption of the U.S. robbers; on
the other hand, I saw the heroic and indomitable will of the Korean People's Army and
the North Korean people, and the spirit of heroic struggle and bloodshed and sacrifice of
the Chinese People's Volunteer Army. The confidence that this war of resistance to the
American and the righteous victory has been greatly strengthened.”

Responding to the call by China Communist Party Chairman Mao Zedong (- #* % ),
Chu was invited by the Party, as a senior leading industrialist and entrepreneur in Tianjin
and even in Beijing, to donate the first unit of MiG-15 air fighter in supporting the Chinese
People’s Volunteer Air Force (¥ R ¢ % 25 5 &) (see photo below):
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Obviously, the contradicting change of Chu’s thoughts, after the outbreak of the
Korean War which made the People’s Republic of China (¥ # % & % 4r[]) and the United
States of America in the hostility status, gave Rotary International no more fantasy on the
further development of Rotary on the Mainland. The January 1951 Board decisions were
then made.

The Korean War

The Korean War (25 June 1950 — 27 July 1953) was a war between North Korea (with
the support of Communist China and the Soviet Union of Russia) and South Korea (with
the principal support of the United States). The War began on 25 June 1950 when North
Korea invaded South Korea following a series of clashes along the border. The United
Nations, with the United States as the principal force, came to the aid of South Korea. The
People’s Republic of China (PRC) came to the aid of North Korea, and the Soviet Union
also gave some assistance to the North.

Although the United Nations forces were under United States command, this army
was officially a UN "police" force. In order to avoid an open war with the US and other
UN members, the PRC deployed the People's Liberation Army (PLA) under the name
“volunteer army”.

The Chinese People’s Volunteer Army (CPVA) (¥ B * % % kg &# ) was the armed
forces deployed by the PRC during the Korean War. Although all units in the CPVA were
actually transferred from the PLA under orders of the Chinese Communist Party, the
CPVA was separately constituted in order to prevent an official war with the United States.

Why did the PRC intervene in Korea? The PRC wanted to preserve a North Korean
Communist State, but not to dominate it. Instead, the PRC wanted North Korea to serve
as a buffer between Manchuria and the U.S.A. dominated South Korea. The PRC
viewpoint made a certain amount of sense. After all, since the U.S.A. broke its promise
not to cross the 38th Parallel, what reassurance could the Chinese have that the US would
keep its promise and not cross the Yalu River (*§ % :1)? Resolving to use force, PRC
leaders decided that if they were going to fight the US, the initial attack would have to be
as efficient as possible. For this reason, they planned a surprise attack, secretly moving
troops across the Yalu -- border between China and North Korea -- using the element of
surprise, did not declare war. Furthermore, so that it could officially disavow
responsibility, the PRC troops claimed to be "volunteers."

China previously insisted that the War was waged out of American aggression. The
official title of the conflict on the mainland is “The War to Resist America and Aid Korea"
(4% # 37 ). Chinese history textbooks state that the Korean War began when "the United
States assembled a United Nations army of 15 countries and defiantly marched across the
border and invaded North Korea, spreading the flames of war to our Yalu River.”
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Speech by Keats S. Chu (Peking Rotary Club) (4 #%-# # # #4:) on 31 May 1929 at
the 20th Annual Convention 9f Rotary International, Dallas, Texas, U.S.A.:--
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“Ladies and Fellow Rotarians:

Two thousand five hundred years ago, Confucius taught the Chinese people the
Golden Rule and the doctrine of universal brotherhood and peace: “Do not do unto others
what you would not want others to do unto you.” “Within the four seas are all brethren
and under all the heavens is one family.”

Rotary, therefore, is not alien to China, but Rotary in its concrete manifestation, in
its effective organization, and in its practical application as enunciated by a man of ideals
twenty years ago and carried on by many men of earnestness and zeal all over the world
in their respective trades and professions and general conduct of life, is a new revelation
to China. (Applause)

Rotary in China is only in its infancy. What little the Chinese Rotarians have been
able to do in the way of contributing to Rotary International as an organization has been
insignificant. But what Rotary as a movement has done for the Chinese people is by far
worth while. It promises a tremendous and indeed unparalleled opportunity for further
and greater service.

Of every four human beings in the world, one is a Chinese. This one-quarter of the
human race has made its contributions of art, science, literature and philosophy to the
store of human civilzation. The backwardness of material and industrial developments
and the pressure of population have forced down the standard of living of the mass of the
people to and below the level of bare existence. The voices of the suffering boys and girls
can be heard here and there, and the calls of the needy and worthy youth are constantly
challenging the moral obligation of the more fortunate. To the Rotarians in China the
problem is not what services they should take up, but rather how much more they can yet
assume. (Applause)

Rotary in China must extend. The first duty, the responsibility that naturally first
falls upon the Rotarians in China, is to see that it does extend, but may I plead for the
sympathetic co-operation of the officers of Rotary International and of the Rotarians of
other parts of the world.

The Chinese people as a race are a peace-loving people in spite of the fact that in their
struggle for liberalism they have witnessed many an awkward crisis. But not until these
hundreds of millions of Chinese youth will have become the citizens of the world, are
brought into the right track of thinking, not only taught the doctrines of Confucius but
also brought to learn the practical methods of carrying these ideals into effect, as
enunciated by Paul Harris, in their daily pursuits of life, not until then can we ever hope
for everlasting world peace.

Allow me in conclusion to convey the heartiest greetings from the Rotary Club of
Peking in particular, and Rotarians from China in general, and my heary thanks for the
courtesies and warm friendship accorded to me and the courtesy of the Dallas Rotarians
and the people of Dallas as shown to a delegate from a far, far distant land. Thank you.”
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