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Two Chinese Governors Reported the 81st District  

To The Annual Rotary Conventions 

By Herbert K. Lau (劉敬恒) (Rotary China Historian) 

1 October 2014  (95th Year of Rotary in China) 

 

 

 

 

     Manifested by Rotary Club representatives from the Republic of China and the British Crown 

Colony Hong Kong directly to Rotary International President Robert L. Hill and President 

Emeritus Paul P. Harris during their visit to Hong Kong in February, 1935, the RI Board made its 

decision in the June 1935 Meeting to create the 81st District of Rotary International commencing 1 

October 1935, composed by 11 Rotary clubs from the Republic of China (中華民國), 1 club from the 

British Crown Colony Hong Kong (英國殖民地香港), and 3 clubs from The Philippine Islands 

(U.S.A. Protectorate): 

Republic of China:  

(1) Shanghai (上海) (1919); (2) Tientsin (天津) (1923); (3) Peking/Peiping (北京/北平) (1924); (4) 

Canton (廣州) (1932); (5) Hangchow (杭州) (1932); (6) Tsingtao (青島) (1932); (7) Tsinan (濟南) 

(1932); (8) Foochow (福州) (1933); (9) Amoy (廈門) (1933); (10) Hankow (漢口) (1933); (11) 

Nanking (南京) (1934). 

Hong Kong: (1) Hong Kong (香港) (1931) 

The Philippines: (1) Manila (1919); (2) Cebu (1932); (3) Iloilo (1933) 

 

     Dr. Chengting Thomas Wang (王正廷博士), HonLLD (St. John’s), HonLLD (Peking), BA 

(Yale), career diplomat and the “Father of Chinese Olympics”, of Shanghai Rotary Club (上海扶輪

社), was elected the inaugural District Governor.  It is interesting to note that Dr. Wang had never 

been a Rotary club president prior to this appointment.  Dr. Wang should have to carry on the 

governorship for one more year.  However, he received the state mission to be the Ambassador to 

the United States.  Upon Wang’s resignation, effective 1 August 1936, Dr. Fong Foo-Sec (鄺富灼博

士), President 1931-1932 of Shanghai Rotary Club and Rotary International Director 1933-34, took 

up the duty as Governor of the 81st District, and to supervise 22 clubs in China, 1 in Hong Kong, 

and 4 in the Philippines (as in June 1937).  Dr. Fong made the record of a past RI director to serve 

as a district governor, even longer than 2 years. 

     During the 2 annual Rotary conventions in 1935 and 1936, respectively, the two 81st district 

governors reported the activities to the convention congregations, with special focus on Rotary 

work in China.  Transcribed below are full text of the 3 speeches: 
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27th Annual Convention of Rotary International 

Atlantic City, New Jersey, U.S.A., 22-26 June 1936 

 

The Story of FU LUN SHE’ 

By Dr. Chengting Thomas Wang, Shanghai, Republic of China 

Governor, 81st District, Rotary International 

 

國際扶輪第 81 地區總監 -- 王正廷博士 

 

President Ed, Ladies and Fellow Rotarians:   

     After witnessing the many presentation of gifts to the Atlantic City Club as well as to our 

beloved president, certainly it warms up one's heart to know that Rotary is founded on friendship 

and here we have a distinct exhibition of that friendship. 

     I have been assigned to tell you the story of the Rotary work in China, particularly, and in the 

81st District. 

     The 81st District was organized only in October of last year, and was therefore only six 

months old by the time we had our first district conference. 

     It is, therefore, among the eleven baby districts which have been brought into being since the 

last convention. 

     When our district was organized, we had only fifteen clubs: eleven in China, one in Hong 

Kong, and three in the Philippine Islands, with a total membership of 826.  The Shanghai and 

Manila clubs are both the oldest and the largest.  Both were organized in the year 1919, and each 

has over one hundred members. 

     The 81st District is certainly very small in so far as the number of clubs or the number of 

members is concerned, but when we come to look at its area, all its population, one can readily see 

that it is one of the largest, if not the largest district of those which make up the Rotary family.  It 

includes not only China but also Hong Kong and the Philippine Islands.  China alone is as big as 

the United States of America.  We have about fifty districts in this country and we have only one 

in China.  So yours humbly has really quite a big job in his hands. 
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     While there may be room for another Rotary Club in Hong Kong and we may organize, 

perhaps, a score of clubs in the Philippine Islands, the place for extensive growth of Rotary is in 

China.  I will, therefore devote myself this morning largely to this phase of the work in the 81st 

District. 

     When Rotary was first brought to China, it was largely the work of foreign residents in China 

who had been either members of clubs or who had known its work in their homelands.  Naturally, 

such clubs were organized only in the port cities where foreign businessmen resided in sufficient 

numbers to warrant their organization. 

     A number of Chinese people who have been abroad and have come to know the value of 

Rotary work were also enlisted, but these clubs are not much different from clubs in this 

community, using the English language as the medium of expression in their meetings, 

correspondence, and records. 

     Looking back now one can easily understand why in the intervening years from the time 

when the Shanghai Club was organized in 1919, to the founding of the 81st District in 1935, there 

have been organized only eleven clubs in China, a number far out of proportion to the growth of 

Rotary in other lands during the same periods. 

     The cities where foreign residents congregate and the available number of Chinese who are 

able to use the English language are naturally very much limited. 

     Furthermore, these clubs are rather widely separated from one another.  In point of 

distance Peiping, formerly known as Peking, is about 3,000 miles from Canton. 

     When, however, we take into consideration the time required to journey from one city to the 

other, the distance is much longer, as it will take at least a week, except by flying which is only 

available recently.  You can easily picture to yourselves the difficulties under which those 

Rotarians of a decade ago labored in love for the spread of Rotary in that land of vast dimensions.  

I wish here to register my professional admiration for the men who put service above themselves. 

     I wish to mention the names of one who is going to lead us as President of our Rotary 

International the coming year, William Manier, Jr. and another who has passed on but who had 

done splendid work, that is, Jim Davidson.  These, together, with the local Rotarians, took up the 

work to found these clubs in China, and I wish therefore to register our profound admiration for 

their labor of love. 

     True to the genius of Rotary in its work of growth and expansion, the board of directors of 

Rotary International on being informed of the state of affairs in China, took steps to make the 

movement indigenous by appointing a Chinese honorary commissioner about two years ago and 

make a grant of money to enable him to have the necessary Rotary literature translated into the 

Chinese language.  With the way thus cleared for the rapid spread of Rotary in the interior cities 

of China, the growth since last October has been what it ought to be.  In the six months between 

last October and the time when we held our first district conference, there were organized six new 

clubs of which four have already been elected by Rotary International with a dozen other new clubs 

in the process of being organized in a more or less advanced stage. 
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     In other words, before the introduction of the Rotary literature in Chinese, the growth had 

been less than a club a year.  Now it is possible to organize six clubs in six months or at the rate of 

one club a month.  Indeed, it gladdens my heart to think that we have in China over two thousand 

cities each having a population of over 50,000 wherein a strong and prosperous Rotary Club is 

capable being formed.  So, in the course of the next fifteen years that there will be a couple of 

hundred Rotary clubs in China is quite within the realm of possibility. 

     There you can envisage for yourselves the material of Rotary in China.  But how about the 

spirit, the spirit of Rotary service on the four broad avenues, namely, the Club Service, the 

Vocational Service, the Community Service and International Service?  We have in Chinese a 

term exactly expressing this spirit of service, namely “Fu Lun” (扶輪) which means, when 

translated into the English language: “Put your shoulders to the wheel and make it roll along.”  

So, a Rotary club in Chinese is called Fu Lun She’ (扶輪社) which signifies that it is a society or club 

whose members are put their shoulders to the wheel and make it roll along to serve humanity. 

     Now, fellow Rotarians, this is not a term coined by the present generation to fit into our case.  

It was used in the literature some two thousand years ago and the spirit behind these two words Fu 

Lun has been the motivating force which has sustained a nation for over thirty centuries, in so far 

as authentic history records, in spirit of the many vicissitudes of life which have overtaken us over 

these long centuries but through which we emerged every time stronger than ever. 

     To serve community is a high ideal and we are only too painfully conscious of the fact that an 

ideal is about the most different thing in the world to be attained.  It requires long-sustained 

patience and the exercise of strong will power for its achievement.  Let me just take one phase of 

our ideal of service, that of International Service.  From time immemorial the human race has 

strived to bring about world peace.  Prophets of old and sages and philosophers of many countries 

and at all times have raised their voice for that blessed state when all within the four seas should 

be brethren and live in peace.  And yet, how far we still are from that goal of world peace?  True, 

there is an urgent cry for the peace and peace in the world today, but there is no peace. 

     Even the most recent World War of two decades ago, with the tremendous sacrifices of 

millions of lives and billions of wealth of the numerous countries engaged in that gigantic conflict, 

has not brought us any nearer to our goal of world peace.  It was thought that blood-stained, yea 

blood-drenched, conflict would teach the world a lesson, costly it was, and that nations would turn 

from conflicts and worth for peace.  But, at this very moment, the world is threatened with even a 

greater catastrophe than ever before. 

     There must be some very strong deterrent forces to the bringing about of world peace, in 

spite of such noble attempt as the League of Nations Covenant, the Kellogg-Briand Pact and the 

numerous peace treaties conducted between the various nations.  Shall we not pause for a few 

moments and consider what are these deterrent forces which work for war?  We cannot shut our 

eyes and merely cry for peace.  Even our high sounding will and peace through a world fellowship 

of business and professional men united in the ideal of service -- I say even this worthy ideal seems 

to be very important in the face of this threatened catastrophe.  Shall we not, therefore, delve into 

this question of all questions -- what are the forces which work for war? 
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     It has been advanced from certain quarters that economic struggles between different 

nations are the main causes for war.  Is it?  On the surface, it looks as if struggle for existence is 

the only purpose of our living.  Fortunately for our human progress and happiness that it is not 

the sole cause.  Otherwise, we would not be far advanced in our civilization over the brute beasts 

which only know this law of struggle for existence. 

     We have long passed the stage wherein every man fought against every another man, or each 

family waged war against another families, or tribes against tribes.  But, unfortunately, we seem 

to stop there and do not advance further.  Nations seem to be apt to plunge into war with other 

nations as tribes and families and individuals used to do in the ages past. 

     Now what are the factors which are holding us back from further advancement in our march 

of civilization?  To begin with, it is our inherent prejudices for each nation to think that it is 

superior to any other nation. 

     History abounds with such instance.  Take the book of the Old Testament.  The inevitable 

impression one gets from its account is that the Israelites were the only civilized and privileged 

people of the whole world.  They were the chosen, the elect, the privileged, people of God.  Think 

of what was connoted in such words as Gentile and heathen.  Nothing but utter contempt, sorrow 

and pity for those who were not of the Jews.  The Greeks used the very word barbarous to 

designate foreigners. 

     Coming down to modern time, let us take the English.  They think they are entitled to own 

the whole world.  Their ancestors should not have been Anglos but angels.  Or let us consider the 

newest of all races, the Americans.  Why, only the superlative of all superlatives is sufficient to 

express the things they do or own, the very best and noblest of all their deeds, the longest bridges, 

the tallest buildings, the fastest trains, so on and so forth, ad infinitum, so much so that they have 

to use a special word to express their idea of superiority.  They say they are “IT.” 

     Now, we Chinese are not a whit better in this respect.  We think we are the “flower of all 

nations”, in us is centered the highest of all civilizations, while the rest of the world are but “foreign 

devils”.  I suppose in each case there is some good ground for our superiority complex, but 

imagine what good would it do for us to parade these good parts before the other nations.  Are we 

rather not impeding our efforts to gain friendship and work for world peace? 

     In the second place, we have often a false conception of patriotism or national pride.  Far be 

it from me to belittle patriotism, what wonderful deeds of supreme sacrifices have been recorded 

in the annals of human progress which received their inspiration from patriotism!  Nothing could 

be more noble than to lay down one’s own life for the defense of one’s country or nation.  But how 

often have men been offered on the altar of patriotism simply because it is “my country, right or 

wrong”. 

     Finally, and in my humble opinion, the strongest factor in causing conflicts between nations 

is a dire lack of knowledge of and appreciation for the good parts of other people and other nations.  

Two individuals, when they come to know of and appreciate each other, are the least likely to have 

quarrels between them.  Each may have some eccentricity in their ways of living or in their views 

of things, but knowing them will give the consideration therefore.  The chances of conflicts are 
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thus reduced to the minimum.  That reminds me of a case in my student days at Ann Arbor, 

Michigan. 

     In a boarding house there were several Chinese and overseas boys.  One day the landlady 

brought to us a strong protest from the American boys to some kind of salt fish which we Chinese 

boys relished.  True, when this particular kind of salt fish is being fried, it does give forth an odor 

which is likely to offend the noses of those who do not appreciate its taste. 

     The landlady was apparently very reluctant to bring to us the unwelcome message, but had to, 

as we found out later, because the American boys had served a sort of ultimatum on her.  To her 

relief, we assured her we would refrain from partaking of that excellent dish just to please her.  A 

few days later we noticed that the American boys were eating something which was certainly as 

obnoxious to our noses as salt fish was to theirs.  They were eating cheese, of a brand we learned 

later as gorgonzola.  So, we ask the good lady to convey our protest to them also backed up by an 

“ultimatum”.  She was all in a flutter but she did it.  To the credits of these American boys, they 

realized at once that we could both get along nicely, if we each would eat or let eat the things we 

liked best.  And so, all became “quiet on the western front”. 

     Why cannot nations do likewise?  Cannot we live or let live?  Madame, “the League of 

Nations”, would certainly have much less troubles, if only her “boys”, the member states of the 

League, would be more tolerant and considerate to one another. 

     Here is where our Rotary movement will make its greatest contribution to world peace.  To 

some Rotarians the fourth object of Rotary seems to be a sort of platitude put in there just to make 

us feel comfortable and to think him noble we are.  Is it?  Certainly, it is not. 

     Let us Rotarians renew our pledge to the world that we shall persistently and consistently 

pursue for world peace as the cornerstone of the Rotary movement.  The way we should go at it is, 

first of all, that we shall each search our own heart an soul and ask ourselves:  (1) Do we know our 

neighbours and appreciate their good parts?  (2) Are we living down our prejudices?  (3) Have 

we been earnestly promoting good will among nations, and (4) Are we world-conscious and 

imbued with the spirit of internationalism? 

     Then let us multiply yourselves as fast as possible. To make us better Rotarians, to enlist 

more members in our existing clubs, and to organize more new Rotary clubs shall constitute as 

much work on international service as club service.  To work to the call of the spirit of Fu Lun She’, 

let us, one and all, put our shoulders to the Rotary wheel and make it roll along to serve humanity. 

 

April 1936 – Official group photo of the first Conference of the 81st District of Rotary International held at 

International Club, Bubbling Well Road, Shanghai International Settlement.  Convenor was District Governor Dr. 

Chengting T. Wang, and Past RI Director Dr. Fong Foo-Sec served as Vice-Chairman of the Conference Committee. 
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27th Annual Convention of Rotary International 

Atlantic City, New Jersey, U.S.A., 22-26 June 1936 

International Round Table 

Chairman: I. B. Tom Sutton, Tampico, Mexico, R.I. President 1928-1929 

 

Chairman Sutton:  

We are now to have the honor of hearing from another very distinguished man from the 

Orient, Dr. Chengting T. Wang, Governor of the 81st District, made up of the clubs in China, Hong 

Kong, and the Philippines Islands.  He will be the governor again this coming year.  A graduate 

of Yale University, he took in active part in organizing the provincial government in China in 1912, 

has been twice vice-president of the Senate, and in 1922 was appointed Minister of Foreign Affairs 

and Acting Prime Minister. 

In 1926 he served as Minister of Foreign Affairs, and also as Minister of Finance, serving again 

as Foreign Minister from 1928 to 1931.  He is now a member of the Central Political Council of the 

Central Executive Committee, and member of the National Government. 

Dr. Wang is also president of China University at Peiping, chairman of the Board of Directors 

of the Kiaochow-Tsinan Railway, and president of the Chinese Red Cross Association.  Dr. 

Chengting Wang … 

 

Rotarian Chengting T. Wang (Shanghai, China):  

Chairman Tom, Ladies and Fellow Rotarians:   

I believe that in any part of the world there is in existence a good deal of goodwill, but only 

that goodwill is not crystallized.  There is a will to help the world, the cause of peace of the world. 

I can say that there is plenty of that goodwill, but what is lacking is the common ground, a place 

where this goodwill can be gathered together and made into a force.  That is why I believe in the 

Rotary Club as the meeting ground for goodwill of the citizens, not only of the city, not only of the 

state, not only of the country, but of the world. 

Another great feature of the Rotary Club is that it is not a club where we go only to enjoy 

ourselves.  It is a club where we also go to carry out a very high and noble ideal, the ideal of 

service, of giving to others what we wish others to give us. 

This ideal of service is one that is going to be the staying power of the Rotary movement of the 

whole world.  So, it is tremendously true that it is more blessed to give than to receive. 

Rotarians are not worth their salt if they join the clubs in the hope of getting something.  

They will be true for what they stand for, if they join the Rotary clubs in order that they may give 

their best and their most. 

A third point that impress our people about this Rotary movement is that it is not localized, it 

is not a movement of a particular place; neither is it a movement comprising only a particular 

section of the community.  Further than that, it is a movement that combines the world.  We 

have now eighty different countries or regions in which Rotary is represented.  We now have 

member clubs numbering four thousand and over, and a force of 170,000 members.  
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Fellow Rotarians, this number is not small.  If this number can only be made conscious that 

we are leading ideas, and ideals which stand for the whole world.  Let us go in, therefore, and 

multiply ourselves that the influence, the ideals, what we stand for in Rotary, will be a force for real 

world peace and world fellowship.  

 

 

 

 

 

22-26 June 1936 -- 27th Annual Convention of Rotary International, Atlantic City, New Jersey, U.S.A. 

Rotary International President Ed. R. Johnson delivered his speech to the Convention 
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28th Annual Convention of Rotary International 

Nice, France, 6-11 June 1937 

International Round Table 

President William R. Manier, Jr., Rotary International, presiding 

 

President Manier: 

     It will now be the great privilege of the audience to listen to twelve Rotarians from around 

the world telling of the importance and significance of our movement in their part of the world.  

Necessarily, on account of limitations of time, they must speak briefly, and only four and one-half 

minutes has been allotted to each. … … …  

We go now to China and hear from Governor Fong Sec.  (Applause) 

 

Rotarian Fong Foo-Sec: 

Chairman Bill, Ladies and Fellow Rotarians:   

     The report that I bring from China is one of optimism and achievements.  No longer is it 

true that China is a land of civil wars and the Chinese people turn their faces to the past.  With 

national unification, the Nanking government is engaged in a huge program of reconstruction 

along all lines and the outlook of the Chinese people is upward and forward.  Now I wish time 

would permit me to tell you about the highways that are being built, the emancipation of the 

Chinese women, and the enthusiasm that the Chinese have for the New Life Movement started by 

General and Madam Chiang Kai-Shek. 

     These and other sweeping changes furnish Rotary with a splendid opportunity.  In the old 

order of things, the family or the clan was the unit.  While it held China together for centuries, it 

promoted provincialism.  The city and industrial life is breaking down the family system.  Into 

this situation enters Rotary, which serves as the rallying ground for people of different provinces.  

Rotary sweetens our lives and sends us out in the spirit of service to make the Chinese 

communities better.  China is entering a new life, and the Chinese people welcome Rotary, 

because it brings us into contact with a great world movement. 

     My district is composed of the clubs in China and the Philippine Islands.  What I say about 

Rotary’s unique opportunity in meeting the needs of changing time applies to the Philippines also.  

The Filipinos are getting their independence, and they are rising up to meet their new 

responsibilities.  The 81st District is less than two years old.  When it was organized, we had 

fifteen clubs, including one in Hong Kong and three in the Philippine Islands.  Dr. C. T. Wang, the 

governor before me, predicted that we would have 2,000 Rotary clubs in China someday.  His 

prediction seems to have caught the imagination of many Rotarians, for references have been 

made to it at the international assembly and this convention, again and again.   

     Dr. Wang is a seer and a man who brings things about.  On taking over the work in the 

district governor’s office, I was amazed with the broad foundation he had laid for spreading Rotary 

in China.  At our first district conference held last year, he gave us the slogan to double the 

number of clubs in the 81st District before our second district conference.  I am glad to be able to 
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report that we not only reached our goal but went over the top.  At the time of our second 

conference, we had 23 clubs admitted into Rotary International with eight others functioning as 

provisional clubs, applying for charter or preparing to do so.  This gives us 31 clubs.  Thus, we 

exceeded our goal by one new club. 

     We feel that we are only at the beginning of things.  Following President Manier’s lead, we 

have been emphasizing the importance of extension in the 81st District during the past year.  On 

the North American continent and the other countries, cities of one thousand inhabitants are being 

surveyed with the view of outing Rotary clubs in them, whereas we have thousands of cities with 

50,000 or more inhabitants as virgin field for Rotary.  At the international assembly and in this 

convention I have caught a new vision of Rotary.  The Rotarians in my district decided at our 

second district conference held lately that we would have 50 clubs by next April.  So I shall pass 

the torch of inspiration to the members of the 81st District, and Rotary International may count on 

us to do our share towards the 50 new clubs that we shall have during the coming year.  

(Applause) 

 

 

 

 

 
Commencing 1 July 1937, Rotary International created 3 new districts---96th, 97th, 98th---in 

the Republic of China to cater for her further Rotary development.  Dr. Fong Foo-Sec (鄺富灼博

士), HonLLD (Pomona), MA (Columbia), BA (UC Berkeley), President 1931-1932 of Shanghai 

Rotary Club and RI Director 1933-1934, was elected the Districts 96-97-98 Governor to supervise 

all three-in-one.  Dr. Fong went on the supervision of Districts 97-98 in the Year 1938-1939 until 

he passed away on 3 October 1938 during his office.   

In the same year on 1 July 1938, the Philippine Islands was allotted back to the 81st District.   
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Early Rotary Districts in The Republic of China 

 

Before the 1940s, the district number of Rotary International was the serial number given to 

the districts formed chronologically according to their dates of inauguration.    

The “81st District” means practically the eighty-first group of Rotary clubs, which was the 

fourth district formed in Asia.  The first one was the 70th District formed in July 1928 in the 

Japanese Empire, and was composed of clubs within Japan Proper, Manchuria (滿洲 the Chinese 3 

Eastern Provinces), Chosen (Korean Peninsula) and the Formosa Island (Taiwan 臺灣).  The 

second was the 79th District within the Netherlands East Indies (today’s Indonesia and the 

neighbouring islands).  The third was the 80th District located at the British colony Straits 

Settlements and the Federated Malay States (today’s Singapore and the Malayan Peninsula). 

Commencing 1 July 1937, in responding to the development vision of Rotary in China, 3 new 

Rotary district numbers were allotted to 3 geographic territories of which were:  

96th District –  

China [that portion including the Provinces of Fukien (Fujian) 福建, Kwangtung (Guangdong) 廣

東, Kwangsi (Guangxi) 廣西, Kweichow (Guizhou) 貴州, Yunnan 雲南]; and 

Hong Kong 香港; and 

Macao 澳門; and 

The Philippine Islands 

97th District –  

China [that portion including the Provinces of Kiangsu (Jiangsu) 江蘇, Chekiang (Zhejiang) 浙江, 

Anhwei (Anhui) 安徽, Hupei (Hubei) 湖北, Hunan 湖南, Kiangsi (Jiangxi) 江西, Szechwan 

(Sichuan) 四川] 

98th District –  

China [that portion including the Provinces of Hopei (Hebei) 河北 , Honan (Henan) 河南 , 

Shantung (Shandong) 山東, Shansi (Shanxi) 山西, Shensi (Shaanxi) 陝西, Kansu (Gansu) 甘肅]  

 

[Note] Italic names in brackets are the nowadays spelling on the Map of China.  

 

     Before and during the World War II, Rotary in some of the countries, say, Austria, the Nazi 

Germany, the Imperial Japan, were all terminated.  Actual number of districts reduced.  

Therefore, after the War effective from 1 July 1949, Rotary International decided to number again 

all districts in the Rotary World.  Hence, the three districts composing by clubs within the 

Republic of China, the British Crown Colony Hong Kong and the Portuguese Territory Macao were 

given the new numbers as the 57th, the 58th and the 59th District, respectively. 

     Since 1950, due to the political changes within the Chinese mainland where Rotary clubs 

were no longer practically active caused by various reasons, Rotary International at its January 

1952 Board meeting decided to terminate all these 3 districts.  Rotary in the Chinese mainland 

was then turned to an empty page until the new century. 


