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This article was edited by Herbert K. Lau (劉敬恒) (Rotary China Historian) on 1 August 2015. 

Glossary 

(1) Peking = Beijing = 北京 

(2) Premier Chou En-lai = Premier Zhou Enlai = 周恩來(中華人民共和國國務院總理) 

(3) Yenan = Yan’an = 延安 

(4) Shensi = Shaanxi = 陝西省 

(5) Chairman Mao Tse-tung = Chairman Mao Zedong = 毛澤東(中國共產黨中央委員會主席) 

(6) Chiang Kai-shek = 蔣中正(蔣介石) 

(7) Great Leap Forward = 大躍進 

The Great Leap Forward (Second Five Year Plan) of the People’s Republic of China was 

an economic and social campaign led by the Chinese Communist Party from 1958 to 1962.  

Chairman Mao Zedong launched the campaign to reconstruct the country from an agrarian 

economy into a communist society through the formation of people’s communes.  Mao 

decreed that efforts to multiply grain yields and bring industry to the countryside should be 

increased.  The major changes which occurred in the lives of rural Chinese people included 

the incremental introduction of mandatory agricultural collectivization.  Private farming 

was prohibited, and those people who engaged in it were persecuted and labeled counter-

revolutionaries.  Restrictions on rural people were enforced with public struggle sessions 

and social pressure, and forced labor was also exacted from people. 

(8) Commune Supply and Marketing Cooperative = 人民公社供銷合作社 

(9) Hangchow = Hangzhou = 杭州 

(10) Cultural Revolution = 無產階級文化大革命 

The Cultural Revolution, formally known as the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, 

was a sociopolitical movement in China from 1966 until Mao Zedong’s death in 1976.  

Launched by Mao Zedong, Chairman of the Chinese Communist Party, its stated goal was to 

preserve Chinese communism by purging remnants of capitalist and traditional elements 

from Chinese society, and to re-impose Mao Zedong Thought (known outside China as 

Maoism) as the dominant ideology in the People’s Republic of China.  The Revolution 

marked Mao’s return to the central position of power in China after a period of less radical 

leadership to recover from the failures of the Great Leap Forward, which caused the Great 

Chinese Famine (1959–61) that killed no less than 30 million lives.  However, the 

Revolution failed to achieve its main goals.  The Revolution ended up as a humanitarian 

crisis.  Andrew G. Walder (2014): estimated at least 1.1–1.6 million deaths and 22–30 

million persecuted or maybe even more.  He reviewed the reported deaths in 2,213 county 

annals in every Chinese county and interpreted the annals’ vague language in the most 

conservative manner.  Rudolph J. Rummel (1991): Estimated 7,731,000 death.  Rummel 
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includes his estimate of Laogai camp (勞動改造營) deaths in this figure.  He estimated that 

5% of the 10 million people in the Laogai camps died each year of the 12-year period, and that 

this amounts to roughly 6 million.  He estimated that another 1.613 million were killed 

outright, a middle-ground figure he picked between 285,000 and 10,385,000, a range he 

deemed plausible. 

 

*****     *****     *****     *****     *****     *****     *****     ***** 

Rotarians’ comments: 

 

(1) November 1973 from George Ashmore Fitch (費吳生) (Shanghai Rotary Club 上海扶輪社

President 1930-1931; Chungking Rotary Club 重慶扶輪社 President 1942-1943).  Fitch, 

American missionary, was born in the Ch’ing Empire (大清帝國) and then lived in the 

Republic of China (中華民國) for 80 years.  After 1947, he had been member of Seoul Rotary 

Club, Korea, and Taipei Rotary Club, Taiwan (臺灣臺北扶輪社) before his retirement in the 

United States. 

Seymour Topping’s article, Journey Between Two Chinas, omits mention that the Communist 

China, after taking over the mainland, also invaded the devastated Tibet.  Many, including the Dalai 

Lama, had to flee to India, and many thousands of others were killed.  Nor does Topping mention 

the fact that the United Nations panel of international jurists, after surveying the situation, called it 

genocide.  Can a government that did this be called “non-violent”? 

Mao’s armies also attempted a penetration of north India borders.  And what about the 

support of Hanoi in Indo-China, not to mention the support of revolution in other countries?   

Violent acts speak louder than words of peaceful penetration or intentions.  Both Burma and 

Thailand are on their list for a takeover, and even their school children are taught “hate America” 

songs. 

But perhaps the most serious criticism of Communist China is that it is strictly atheistic.  It is 

a prison offense to teach one’s own children anything of a religious nature.  Practically all churches 

have been either destroyed or have been turned into warehouses.  In Peking one Catholic church is 

permitted to function, but only for the benefit of members of the diplomatic body. 

We in my land sing of “freedom’s holy light” but there is virtually no freedom in China; it is 

essentially a slave state.  Hence, freedom-loving Chinese are continuing to flee their country by 

increasing numbers every month.  And this is done at the risk of their lives; they face the danger of 

being shot by border guards or of drowning while swimming the three miles across the bay that 

separates them from Hong Kong. 
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Approximately a quarter million have fled Communist China in this manner.  Moreover, 

14,000 soldiers who had fought with the North Korea Communists chose to be sent to Taiwan rather 

than to return to their homes in Communist China. 

 

*****     *****     *****     *****     *****     *****     *****     ***** 

 

(2) October 1973 from Rotarian Jose Ma. Hernandez (college president), Cubao, Quezon City, 

The Philippines:  

Do China’s Ends Justify Means? 

The changing of Asia through the full adoption of Western ideology and method is wrong.  I 

heartily agree with Seymour Topping [see Journey Between Two China in 《The Rotarian》 for 

April] and with the mainland Chinese on this point.  All over Asia rapid, all-embracing, and 

revolutionary changes are now taking place, and democracy (American-style) has been found 

wanting: you cannot make brown or yellow “Americans” with just a stroke of the pen or even with 

armed violence and bloodshed. 

Thus it is not passing strange that mainland China has elected to transform her way of life from 

feudalism to the so-called “wave of the future”---in her own way. 

But this fact, to my mind, lays the Chinese metamorphosis wide open to serious questioning 

and doubt. 

The first question is: “Is Communism an autochthonous idealism in China?”  The answer is no, 

which means that the remedy to the political and economic difficulties of 800 million mainland 

Chinese cannot be Communism because this system was not born in China and, therefore, is as 

foreign as, say, British democracy or American freedom of assembly. 

Moreover, the impartial observer wants to find out by what method Mao Tse-tung and Chou 

En-lai assumed power in China.  Was it through the will of the people, now called euphemistically 

“The People’s Republic of China,” freely expressed in a free election? 

We condemn Hitler and Mussolini and other dictators for assuming power without a “by your 

leave” of their respective electorates.  But we praise Mao Tse-tung for the economic progress, 

military advancement, cleanliness, and sanitation.  Is not sauce for the goose also sauce for the 

gander? Christian philosophy, as well as that of other great religions, teaches us that “the end does 

not justify the means.” 
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A deeper and more sustained look at the situation in mainland China suggests that Seymour 

Topping should answer the following questions: 

1. Is it not true that the “good, happy, and pleasant things” that the visitor in Red China sees 

are stage-managed by the Communist chiefs for purposes of propaganda?  Or is the 

evidence presented by Robert Loh in his book, Escape From Red China, completely false? 

2. Is not the Communist ideology of Red China completely against any form of religion and, 

therefore, totally atheistic?  How can we live in a world that does not recognize God? 

3. Is not the conflict between Chinese and Soviet Communism one based only on method 

rather than final objective?  With all the bright, beautiful things that Topping says about 

Red China, why does he not mention the fact that the ultimate goal of Communism is the 

domination of the entire world?  Is it not true that Khrushchev said, “This objective can 

only be changed when the shrimps begin to whistle”? 

4. If Communist China is the paradise described by Topping, why are thousands of Chinese 

refugees fleeing to Taiwan?  And, by the way, what is the size of the foreign trade of 

Communist China (800 million people) compared to that of small Taiwan (15 million 

people)? 

It might be good to end this brief commentary by calling attention to the admission of Red China 

into the United Nations, the recognition of Mao’s regime by many big nations, the opening of trade 

relations with Communist China.  A great many people like Topping say that both Soviet Russia 

and Red China are mellowing and adopting capitalistic methods.  Therefore, we must say today, 

“What a happy family.  The Communists are as human and humane as we are.” 

  But how can one forget Hungary, Tibet, and Czechoslovakia?  How can we erase from our 

memory the longest armistice in history as it exists in the Korean peninsula today, the Communist 

perfidy and duplicity in Vietnam, the double-faced treachery of the Castro government to the Cubans 

as well as to the rest of the world?  If there is doubt about these points, please read Eugene Lyons’ 

Worker’s Paradise Lost, Admiral Burke’s various articles on Communist double-dealing and the 

publications of the Cardinal Mindszenty Foundation.  

 

*****     *****     *****     *****     *****     *****     *****     ***** 

 

 

 


