
 



 



 



 



Glossary 

This article was edited by Herbert K. Lau (劉敬恒) (Rotary China Historian) on 1 June 2014 
 

(1) Albert E. Willsher = A Rotarian of Calcutta, India, who had been a resident in Shanghai for 

several years. = 作者是印度加爾各答扶輪社社員，曾在上海生活了幾年。 

(2) Yang-tse = Yang-tse-Kiang = Yangtze River = 揚子江 = 長江 

(3) Shanghai = 上海 

(4) Whangpoo = Huangpu River = 黃浦江 

(5) The Bund = 外灘 

(6) Dutch Shell Company = Asiatic Petroleum Company = 亞細亞火油公司 

(7) Woosung = Wusong = 吳淞 

(8) Ningpo = Ningbo = 寧波 

(9) Soochow Creek = Suzhou Creek = 吳淞江 

(10) Jinrikishas = rickshaws = 人力車(黃包車) 

(11) Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation = 香港上海滙豐銀行 

(12) Bank of China = 中國銀行 

(13) Bank of Communications = 交通銀行 

(14) Mexican = Mexican Real (silver dollar) = 墨西哥銀元(鷹洋) 

(15) King Edward VII Avenue = Portion of Yan’An Road today = 愛多亞路(今天延安東路部分) 

(16) Nanking Road = Nanjing Road = 南京路 

(17) Harbin = 哈爾濱 

(18) Northern Manchuria = 北滿洲 

(19) Mr. Stirling Fessenden = American, Chairman of the Shanghai Municipal Council in 1923-

1929 and then Secretary-General of the Council in 1929-1939 = 費信惇，美國人，曾長期擔任

上海公共租界最高行政首腦。 

 

 
 

 

The Shanghai International Settlement (上海公共租界) originated from the merger in the year 

1863 of the British and American enclaves in Shanghai, in which the British and American citizens 

would enjoy extraterritoriality and consular jurisdiction under the terms of treaties agreed by both 

parties.  These treaties were abrogated in 1943. 

 

The British settlements were established following the victory of the British Empire in the First 

Opium War (1839–1842) with the Ch’ing Empire (大清國).  Under the terms of the Treaty of 

Nanking (南京條約/萬年和約), the five treaty ports including Shanghai were opened to foreign 

traders, overturning the monopoly then held by the southern port of Canton (Guangzhou) (廣州) 



under the Canton System.  The British also established a base on Hong Kong (香港) located at the 

south China coast.  American and French involvement followed closely on the heels of the British 

and their enclaves were established north and south, respectively, of the British area. 

 

Unlike the colonies of Hong Kong (香港) and Macao (澳門), where the British Empire and the 

Kingdom of Portugal enjoyed full sovereignty in perpetuity, the foreign concessions in China 

remained under Chinese sovereignty.  In 1854, the three countries created the Shanghai Municipal 

Council (SMC) (上海公共租界工部局 ) to serve all their interests.  But, in 1862, the French 

concession dropped out of the arrangement.  The following year the British and American 

settlements formally united to create the Shanghai International Settlement.  As more foreign 

powers entered into treaty relations with the Ch’ing Empire (later to be replaced in 1912 by the 

regime of the Republic of China 中華民國), their nationals also became part of the administration of 

the Settlement.  The number of treaty powers had climbed to a high of 19 by 1918 but was down to 

14 by the 1930s: the British Empire, the United States, Japan, France, Italy, Norway, Sweden, 

Denmark, the Netherlands, Spain, Portugal, Peru, Mexico, and Switzerland. 

 

Nonetheless, the SMC remained a predominantly British affair until the growth of Japan’s 

involvement in the late 1930s.  The international character of the Settlement was reflected in the 

flag and seal of the Municipal Council, which featured the flags of several countries. 

 

The International Settlement came to an abrupt end in December 1941 when the Imperial 

Japanese troops stormed in immediately following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in Hawaii 

of the United States.  In early 1943, new treaties signed formally ended the extraterritorial 

privileges of the Americans and Britons, although its terms were not met until the recovery of 

Shanghai following the Imperial Japan’s 1945 surrender.  The French later surrendered their 

privileges in a separate agreement in February 1946. 

 

 

 

 

The Seal of the Shanghai Municipal Council 



 

This map of Shanghai International Settlement (the jurisdiction of the Shanghai Municipal Council) was designed 

by Shanghai Rotary Club charter member Carl Crow, an American journalist and Ad man who lived in Shanghai for 

over 25 years.  Crow was a ceaseless promoter of China in general, and of Shanghai in particular.  The map 

illustrates his vision of a “cosmopolitan” city where the American, French, British, and Chinese cultures mixed.   
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