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By Herbert K. Lau (劉敬恒) (Rotary China Historian) 

8 March 2017  -- International Women’s Day 

 

Some very significant programs of Rotary service are conducted not by Rotarians but by 
organizations of Rotarians’ wives and other female relatives associated with Rotary clubs around the 
world.  Generally organized before Rotary clubs admitted women to membership since 1989, these 
groups served, and continue to serve, as a way for spouses of Rotarians to support the Rotary ideal of 
service and make valuable contributions to their community. 

Women groups -- often called Women of Rotary, Rotary Anns (or Rotariannes) Clubs, Las Damas 
de Rotary, or the more formalized organization, Inner Wheel Club (內輪會) --- annually conduct 

hundreds of notable projects of humanitarian service.  They work with schools, clinics, food and 
clothing distribution centers, hospital facilities, orphanages, and homes for the elderly.  In many 
instances, the women’s groups complement and supplement the programs of service performed by the 
local Rotary clubs.  Many of the women’s groups actively conduct international as well as local service 
projects. 

International Inner Wheel (IIW) 

 Inner Wheel Club (內輪會) Emblem 

International Inner Wheel (IIW) is one of the largest women’s service voluntary organizations in 
the world.  Today, IIW is active in over 103 countries/geographical territories, with 103,000 members 
in 3,895 clubs.  The headquarters office is located at Cheshire, United Kingdom. Inner Wheel was 
founded to assist Rotary clubs with their projects --- thus the name and logo.  It still fulfills that need, 
when clubs so desire.   
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In 1924, Mrs. Margarette Golding, a nurse, business woman and the wife of a Manchester Rotarian, 
started the Inner Wheel movement.  Prior to 1924, wives of Rotarians in many cities and towns, 
prompted by a concern for public welfare, had been voluntarily, in the background, giving their time 
and energies to help in any service being undertaken by their menfolk.  On the 15th November 1923, 
twenty-seven Rotary wives, led by Mrs. Golding, met in a Cooling Room (because it was free of charge) 
at Herriot’s Turkish Baths, St. Mary’s Street, Deansgate, Manchester, Great Britain; they discussed the 
possibility of forming… 

Even before 1934, some clubs were formed in other parts of the world, having heard about the 
Inner Wheel organization in Great Britain & Ireland (GB&I) -- such as Ballarat (1931), North Sydney 
(1933) and Bendigo (1933) in Australia -- in the following years, more Inner Wheel clubs formed, for 
example, the Napier Club (1936) in New Zealand, Port Elizabeth (1938) in South Africa, and Winnipeg 
(1943) in Canada. From 1945 Inner Wheel continued to expand globally, with the formation of at least 
15 clubs in remote places. 

Equally, Inner Wheel’s penetration into Europe is extremely interesting.  The first European Club 
outside of Great Britain and Ireland was formed at Bergen (Norway) in 1935, thanks once again to 
Margarette Golding; the second, after ten years, in 1946 at Apeeldom, Holland. 

The Association began to change from a national organization to a worldwide organization, and it 
was felt that a closer connection was necessary.  Thus in 1947 the words "in Great Britain and Ireland" 
were removed from the title and Inner Wheel became known as “Association of Inner Wheel Clubs”. 

In the early sixties, the Association, mindful of the increasing number of clubs outside GB&I, and 
glad to have districts formed in Europe, gave much thought about ways to make Inner Wheel more 
international in government and the need for personal contact to be made with some more remote clubs.  
The first steps towards the creation of an international governing body were taken in 1962 during the 
Association Conference, held in Blackpool, England, when a resolution was approved, to include on the 
Governing Body, representatives from districts of the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and Denmark.  
This resolution was put in place for the first time at Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire, at the Annual Assembly 
for Officers, when members from countries outside Great Britain and Ireland were invited to sit on the 
Governing Body, 

On the 1st of July 1967 all clubs became Members of “International Inner Wheel”. 

Inner Wheel in China 

Inner Wheel has never been developed in China mainland, nor in Hong Kong (香港) and Macao 

(澳門).  However, Inner Wheel clubs (內輪會) nowadays are still quite popular on the entire Taiwan (臺

灣), normally associates of the local Rotary clubs.  (see photo on Page 4) 

Inner Wheel promotes international friendship and public service as well.  Each Club has special 
projects, community involvements, and charities.  Time requirements for Inner Wheel are much less 
stringent than for Rotary clubs --- meetings generally are monthly, rather than weekly.  This is about 
choice; the fact that many women choose to belong to Inner Wheel, or perhaps Inner Wheel and Rotary, 
does not reinforce inequality. 

 

Extension Readings: (1) In 1980, there was the story of Rotarian’s wife making use of the 3-H 
program of the Rotary Foundation in aiding refugee children in Hong Kong.  Please read Pages 5-7.   

(2) A special tribute to “Women Serving Rotary” was published on《The Rotarian》Magazine, April 

1982.  Find more about from Page 8 to Page 22 … 



3 
 

 

 



4 
 

 

 

 



5 
 

 



6 
 

 

 
The British Crown Colony Hong Kong received its first wave of Vietnamese refugees on 4 May 1975. 

Photo was taken by Dr. George Choa (蔡永善醫生), President 1971-1972 of the Rotary Club of Hong Kong. 
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Glossary 

 

(1) The 3-H Grants of The Rotary Foundation 

In 1978, The Rotary Foundation launched its most comprehensive humanitarian service 

activity with the Health, Hunger and Humanity Grants program.  The “3-H” Grants program was 

designed to undertake large-scale service projects beyond the capacity of individual Rotary clubs 

or groups of clubs. 

Since 1978, almost 290 3-H projects have been carried out in 75 countries, with an 

appropriation of more than US$74 million.  The objective of these projects was to improve health, 

alleviate hunger, and enhance human, cultural, and social development among peoples of the 

world.  The ultimate goal was to advance international understanding, goodwill, and peace.                                    

The first 3-H project was the immunization of six million children in The Philippines against 

polio, marking the birth of what we now know as the PolioPlus program.  As 3-H progressed, 

new projects, including nutrition programs, vocational education initiatives, food production 

enhancement, and polio victim rehabilitation, were carried out to help people in developing 

areas of the world.  All 3-H projects were supported by the voluntary contributions of Rotarians 

through The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International. 

As of 1 July 2009, the Rotary Foundation ceased to award 3-H Grants, with the exception of 

projects being developed to support water and sanitation projects in Ghana, The Philippines, 

and the Dominican Republic. 

 

(2) Vietnamese War Refugees in Hong Kong 

After the Vietnam War ended in April 1975 with the Fall of Saigon, North Vietnam reunited 

the northern and southern halves of the country, many people began to flee out of fear of the new 

Communist Government.  Many refugees headed by boat to nearby countries, initially Singapore, 

Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, and the British Crown Colony Hong Kong.  Many Southeast Asian 

nations had repulsed “boat people”, but Hong Kong was one city that had kept the door open.   

Hong Kong received its first wave of Vietnamese refugees on 4 May 1975.  The result, as Hong 

Kong Rotarians said, was inhuman over-crowding in one of the world’s most heavily populated 

cities.  Rotarians were working hard, though, to relieve the situation.  Hong Kong Rotarians, in 

co-operation with the Government and other local service organizations, had prepared a film 

and an illustrated booklet explaining the plight of Indochina’s refugees and Hong Kong’s efforts 

to relieve the situation.  The film and literature were distributed among the service organizations 

in the United States, stirring support for efforts to resettle the thousands of homeless refugees.  

Hong Kong had been one of the central disembarkation ports for Indochinese “boat people” in 

search of an open port and new home.  The result was over-crowded camps filled with sickness, 

hunger, and misery. 

Backed by a humanitarian policy of the Colonial Hong Kong Government, and under the 

auspices of the United Nations, some Vietnamese were permitted to settle in Hong Kong.  The 

illegal entry of Vietnamese refugees was a problem which plagued the Government of Hong Kong 

for 25 years.  About 15 refugee camps were set up in various locations to provide free shelter, 

food, medical services, educational classes, etc.  The problem was only resolved in 2000.  

Between 1975 and 1999, 143,700 Vietnamese refugees were resettled in other countries and more 

than 67,000 Vietnamese migrants were repatriated. 
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