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The Honourable William Ngartse Thomas Tam (372 1), OBE, LLB (UCL), BA (HKU), JP,
was a charter member 1930 of The Rotary Club of Hong Kong (3 /& #* #:4+), and later served
Club President in 1936-1937. During the same year, concurrently, Tam was elected to serve as
Chairman of Po Leung Kuk (%2 & 5 + # & % ¢ 1 /). Literally, the name “Po Leung Kuk” in
Chinese means “the Society for the Protection of Women and Children”. Simultaneously, Tam
was also appointed one of the first Unofficial Members of the Urban Council (7 sz /& 2£F < & R )
by the Hong Kong Governor Sir Andrew Caldecott (% 7% 37 #%4¢ # & 1 ). Sitting in the same
Council was another Rotarian colleague, Benjamin Wong-Tape (% ‘& #£), OBE, JP, Charter
Secretary of Hong Kong Rotary Club 1930-1932.

It is interesting to know that, Sir Andrew Caldecott, GCMG, CBE, KStJ, FRAS, FRSA, MA,
BA, was also a former Rotarian---the Charter President 1929-1930 of The Rotary Club of Kuala
Lumpur (known nowadays as Kuala Lumpur DiRaja Rotary Club), when he was a British
colonial administrator of the Federated Malay States.

On the other hand, Tam was the father-in-law of another eminent Rotarian--- Dr. The
Honourable Dato Seri Paduka Sir Ti-Liang Yang (5 4% #2 & 2 ), Kt, GBM, SPMB, HonLLD
(PolyHK), HonDLitt (HKU), HonLLD (CUHK), FCIArb, LLB (UCL), JP, President 1983-1984 of
the Rotary Club of Hong Kong. Sir T. L. was the Chief Justice of Hong Kong (4 it 5 & #& % ¢/
B A =% F)in1988-1996. Concurrently, Sir T. L. was also appointed as President of the Court
of Appeal of Brunei Darussalam from 24 May 1988 until 16 May 1993, according to the
customary practice of the British Commonwealth. Lady Yang (3§ % i) was Tam’s second child
and the only daughter.


https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:William_Ngartse_Thomas_Tam.jpg

Chairman of Po Leung Kuk

Tam served as the Chairman of Po Leung Kuk in 1936-1937 during the same year when he
was the President of The Rotary Club of Hong Kong. Prior to that, he had served Po Leung Kuk
as a director for several years as well as the Deputy Chairman. He was also previously the
Principal Director of the Tung Wah Hospital ( X # ¥ e B %.72) immediately before the
establishment of the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals (& # = fx).

Po Leung Kuk, a non-government organization, was set up in 1878. “Po Leung”, translating
literally as “protection of the young and the innocent”, represents the core vision of the
organization formally established as the “society for the protection of women and children” in
1880. The founders of the Po Leung Kuk were a group of board members from the Tung Wah
Hospital. There were three major reasons for setting up this non-governmental organization.
First, since there were serious crimes, especially kidnapping cases in the late 19th century, the
Po Leung Kuk was set up to rescue and protect the kidnapped victims. In the 1870’s, the
kidnapping and selling of humans was very popular in Hong Kong. The kidnappers made use of
Hong Kong’s characteristic as a trading port, using stick-and-carrot means to sell women and
children overseas. These victims were sold as prostitutes, slaves or child servants and were
forced to be separated from their families. Besides, the alternate flood and drought in China at
that time had led to poverty and crime, as well as an increase in the number of kidnapping cases.
Therefore, on 8 November 1878, a group of local Chinese leaders presented a petition to the
Hong Kong Governor, Sir John Pope Hennessy (% i 3.4 #F & 3 & 1), for permission to set up
a society, later known as the Po Leung Kuk, to rescue and protect the kidnapped victims. They
asked for authority to employ detectives, offer rewards for arrests, and returned the victims to
their homes.

Second, due to the criticism against the Tung Wah Hospital’s engagement in non-medical
functions, the Po Leung Kuk was established to sustain those functions. At the time, Tung Wah
was already performing those functions. However, Tung Wah had been criticized in the English-
language press for engaging in non-medical functions, and its “true nature” had been doubted,
so the Po Leung Kuk was set up in an effort to carry on those functions.

Third, another reason for setting up Po Leung Kuk was that there was an outcry among the
Chinese after the introduction of Ordinance 2 of 1875. At that time, having Mui Tsai (4% i#),
concubine and prostitute was very common in the Hong Kong society as women had low social
status. Women’s rights and freedom were not respected. Later, the government had the
introduction of Ordinance 2 of 1875, which made any sale of human beings criminal. It was
directed not only at kidnapping and the sale of “Zhu hua” (young women) (% <) as overseas
brides for Chinese labours or for prostitution, but at the buying and selling of human beings in
every form. This law, however, had brought about an outcry among the Chinese, since the sale
of persons had been a traditional custom and social practice in the Chinese society, most people
were not supporting this Ordinance. Therefore, the Po Leung Kuk was set up to protect and help
those women who were being sale and maltreated.

In this regard, Governor Hennessy played an important role in making the formation of Po
Leung Kuk possible. He granted permission to the promoters to organize and carry out their
plans provisionally even before he wrote to London for approval. Due to Hennessy’s lavish
recommendation, the Secretary of State for the Colonies, the Earl of Kimberley, finally approved



of the Kuk (society) though he remained cautious. Because of his fear that the Kuk might become
too powerful, he suggested that it did not need to be constituted by special ordinance. Hence,
the Po Leung Kuk failed to gain the legal status as its promoters had hoped for, and remained a
junior associate of the Tung Wah Hospital.

When Po Leung Kuk was set up, in the early days, it usually helped to solve the problem of
abduction and maltreatment of women and children. It included arresting abductors, arranging
marriage for the maltreated women and settling family disputes as to maintain its aim of
“protecting the young and the innocent”, as well as providing shelters and education for such
victims.

Over time, it became apparent that greater demands were required of the Kuk. After several
reviews by the Government, the Po Leung Kuk Incorporation Ordinance (i% 2 & = % ;2 B i &),
comprising 35 clauses, was enacted in 1893, creating a more efficient system for the Kuk to
operate under.

There were some difficulties with the colonial government, as a result of cultural differences,
but the overall intention of improving the lot of unfortunates was earnestly pursued. However,
it has been suggested that the arrangements the Kuk provided had the convenient effect of
maintaining a supply of servants and potential concubines for the wealthy Chinese families of
Hong Kong, in a “peculiarly Chinese form of patriarchy”.

By the end of the 1930’s, the Government outlawed prostitution and the keeping of “Mui
Tsai”, and consequently the incidence of kidnapping fell. With the outbreak of the Second Sino-
Japanese War in 1937, new social problems -- such as the influx of refugees -- had arisen, which
brought along child abuse and abandonment. The Kuk expanded its service to provide
vocational training and education to refugee women.

After the Pacific War ended in 1945, the problem of abduction and maltreatment of woman
and children had basically improved. Po Leung Kuk then noticed the importance of education
for those children. Therefore, Po Leung Kuk adjusted its service to focus on educational
development and sustained its goal in a different way from before. Adapting to the changing
needs of the growing society of Hong Kong, the original and primary aim underwent gradual
transformation. It became the pursuit of the mission of “protecting the young and the innocent”.
This mission has been upheld for more than 100 years, and implemented persistently under
modern and highly cost-effective management. Nowadays, Po Leung Kuk is still providing
professional, quality and multi-facet social services to the changing society of Hong Kong, under
the (Po Leung Kuk Ordinance) commenced on 14 December 1973.

Life of a Barrister

William Ngartse Thomas Tam (37221 ) (21 July 1900 - 8 April 1976) was a barrister, a judge,
and an Unofficial Member of the Legislative Council of Hong Kong (4 & = i s 2% <& ).

The third son of Lung Foo Thomas (alias Tam Ha-Si) (3{ % 4 ) and a Eurasian reputed to
have Toisan ( ~ .@') roots in Guangdong Province, Tam was born in Hong Kong on 21 July 1900.
In his early years he was known as “William Ngartse Thomas”, and his close friends called him
“Willie”. He had his secondary education in the Anglican Church Diocesan Boys’ School (% %
¥ % %) in Bonham Road (4% # i¢ ), followed by graduation from the University of Hong Kong
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(% # ~ &) with Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) in 1920, and University College London with Bachelor of

Laws (LL.B.) in 1923. Tam was admitted in 1920 to Inner Temple before being called to the
Hong Kong Bar. He also received a Diploma in Economics and Political Science from Oxford
University in 1922. It was only at Oxford and subsequently that he used “Tam” as his surname,
whereas his adopted brother George and his descendants have retained “Thomas” as theirs.

On 28 April 1933, Tam was appointed by Hong Kong Governor Sir William Peel (3 i# B
f. 7 & 1) an Unofficial Justice of Peace for Hong Kong (J.P.).

As alawmaker, Tam was appointed by Hong Kong Governor Sir Geoffrey Alexander Stafford
Northcote (% 7% 34 % % ® & 1) an Unofficial Member of the Legislative Council of Hong Kong
from 17 March 1939 until 13 November 1941. Coincidentally, in the year of 1940, the only 3
ethnic Chinese lawmakers sitting in the same Council were all past presidents of Hong Kong
Rotary Club: Lo Man-Kam (% ~ 4#) (Senior), Li Shu-Fan (% #%), and Tam. During the Pacific
War (1941-1945) when Hong Kong fell under the Japanese Occupation, he was appointed to the
Chinese Cooperative Council set up by the Japanese Military Authority. During the War and
shortly after, he had had a law practice chamber jointly with Kan Yuet-Keung ({4 {= 52 ) and
George Samuel Zimmern (aka George She) (5 1. #). In 1947, Tam was appointed by Hong Kong
Governor Sir Alexander William George Herder Grantham (% & ,&E‘ % £ £ & 1) to preside at
the Central Magistracy until 1951. Then, Tam returned to private practice in his own chamber
in Holland House, Central District, until retirement in 1960.

In 1951, Tam was decorated by King George VI of the United Kingdom and the Dominions
of the British Commonwealth, Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (O.B.E.).

Tam married Jessie To Pui-Chun (4 /& # ), daughter of Dr. To Ying-Kwan (4 & 3¢ % 4),on
2 November 1929, at St. John’s Cathedral. They lived at “Jessville”, which was named after his
wife, on the hillside of Pok Fu Lam (& 4 4&) (see photo on Page 6). Tam Passed away on 8 April
1976 at the Hong Kong Sanatorium & Hospital (% fr¥ k) at aged 75.

Legacy

The Jessie and Thomas Tam Charitable Foundation (71 224 i % % £ 2 £ ) has made
significant donations to worthwhile causes including HK$5 million to the Hong Kong Anti-
Cancer Society (3 i 7 % ¢ ). Towards the Hong Kong Society for the Protection of Children (%
# 3 523 ¢ ), there was donations on the establishment of (1) Jessie Tam Day Creche (34 i
¥ p 3~ % s2#); (2) Thomas Tam Nursery School (z§-7& 1 %5 2 %); (3) Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Tam
Nursery School (721 i 25 v2 % #%). To the Society for the Promotion of Hospice Care (i %
¢ ), there is Jessie and Thomas Tam Centre (;¥7& 1 # i ¥ % £ JR4%+¥ ). To the Heep Hong
Society (+4 % ¢ ), there is Jessie & Thomas Tam Early Education and Training Centre (;§-+ % #p
w7 2% ¢ ) located in Tai Po (= ).

In the United Kingdom, the Foundation supported £1 million for the 2012 NHS project,
“Inflammatory Bowel Disease Registries in the United Kingdom and Hong Kong. A Comparative
Study of Disease Pathogenesis in the Far East and West”, and through the W. N. Thomas Tam
Fund for Chinese Studies at Oxford University to support Chinese education at its Faculty of
Oriental Studies.
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