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Tsai Ting Kan and the Political Situation in Late Qing

and Early Republic of China
ZHAO Li-bin FENG Li-ping
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Abstract: Tsai Ting Kan, a member of the second group of the foreign-educated students sent to the United States according to
YungWings education program. He served in the Navy after his return. He played an important role in political and diplomatic
area in late Qing dynasty and early Republican China because of his excellent English, great individual ability, good relations
with foreigners and the trust and help of authorities. Between the 1911 Revolution, Tsai Ting Kan, as an important assistant of
Yuan Shikai, did a lot of work to make the Qing emperor to be abdicated, to help Yuan to be the provisional president and to cap-
ital in Beijing, especially in the campaign for Yuan’government and enrolling support from foreigners. He also participated in re-
patriateing alien enemy, amending the Customs import tariff and handling the aftermath of May Thirtieth Incident. He consciously
safeguard China$ interests and tried to restore the rights and publicized China in his diplomatic activities. Tsai’s actions con-
formed to the trend from dictatorship to democracy in modern China. Having experienced in America, accepting the Western ide-
as, Tsai had been a man with a strong national consciousness and lofty aspirations and a keen political insight. Therefore, he
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could contribute his talents in the complex environment.
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