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The Washington Conference 1921-1922
The Stage of the American and Chinese Rotarian Statesmen in making Peace on Earth
By Herbert K. Lau (%]#x]=2) (Rotary China Historian)
23 February 2017

Commencing the Year 2015-2016, Rotary International has designated February to be
“Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution Month”. Ninety-five years ago in February, this
mission was practically carried out by the American and Chinese Rotarian statesmen on the stage
of The Washington Conference in the winter of 1921-1922 -- a significant international and
political disarmament conference of the early 20th Century. The Conference convener was the
United States President Warren G. Harding who was a Rotarian of the Rotary Club of
Washington D.C. On the other hand, there was a Shanghai Rotarian being one of the
plenipotentiaries of China’s delegation: Dr. V. K. Wellington Koo (% #2431 2 ). Due to the
participation of such a remarkable political conference by Rotarians, { The Rotarian) magazine
invited a guest writer George W. Harris to give his observations. The report was then published
on the March 1922 Issue of the magazine. The entire report, plus the Japanese feedback view
points and opinions, are reproduced herewith on pages 5-10.

Returned to China after the Conference, some of the China’s delegates adopted Rotary’s
ideals and formed new Rotary clubs, such as: (1) Admiral Tsai Ting-Kan (383 & ¢ #-) —
Peking Rotary Club (# » #* #4+) Charter President 1924; (2) Dr. Yen Te-Ching (g7t & % +) —
Peking Rotary Club Charter Member 1924, later President of the Club; further Nanking Rotary
Club (= » # #4+) Charter President 1934-1935; District 97-98 Governor 1938-1939-1940;
Rotary International Director 1941-1942; (3) Dr. Min-Ch’ien T. Z. Tyau (=2 4t X) — Peking
Rotary Club Charter Member 1924; (4) M. T. Liang (% 43 ) — Tientsin Rotary Club (% 2 #
#+) Honorary Member; and (5) Dr. Yang Yung-Ching (4 - /7% 4.), Charter Member & Secretary
of Soochow Rotary Club (£ &%+ #4+) in 1936, etc.

Why U.S.A. convened the Conference?

In the winter between 1921 and 1922, the world’s largest naval powers gathered in
Washington, D.C., United States, for a conference to discuss naval disarmament and ways to
relieve growing tensions in East Asia. In the wake of the First World War, leaders in the
international community sought to prevent the possibility of another war. Rising Japanese
militarism and an international arms race heightened these concerns. As a result, U.S.
policymakers worked to reduce the rising threat. Senator William E. Borah led a congressional
effort to demand that the United States engaged its two principal competitors in the naval arms
race, Japan and the Great Britain, in negotiations for disarmament.
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The United States was not comfortable with the extension of Japanese power in East Asia,
and it was not comfortable with the military treaty between the Imperial Japan and the Great
Britain dating from 1902, which was soon due for renewal. The United States was feeling that it
was the odd-nation out in the East. The United States was discomforted too by the naval arms
race that had begun with Britain and Japan, and the U.S. government spoke of the need for an
international conference to reduce naval expenditures. The Great Britain was in no shape
economically to pursue a naval arms race, and it favored such a conference.

In 1921, the United States invited nine nations to Washington, D.C. to discuss naval
reductions and the situation in the Far East. The Great Britain, Japan, France and Italy were
invited to take part in talks on reducing naval capacity, while Belgium, China, Portugal, and the
Netherlands were invited to join in discussions on the situation in the Far East. Italy did not
wish to be left out and sent a representative. The Republic of China (¥ # % &) was represented
by the warlord government at Peking (Beijing) (#* i & R ¥ /). Imperial Japan attended, its
government believing that it was in no position economically to effectively compete in a naval
arms race with the United States and the Great Britain.

The Washington Conference resulted in three major treaties: ( Four-Power Treaty ) ,

( Five-Power Treaty) (more commonly known as the ( Washington Naval Treaty) ), the

(Nine-Power Treaty) , and a number of smaller agreements. These treaties preserved the

peace during the 1920’s but were not renewed in the increasingly-hostile world of the Great
Depression.

The Nine-Power Treaty and The Shantung Treaty recovered China’s Rights and Interests

The Washington Conference, and the simultaneous conference, at Washington, between the
Chinese and Japanese, have somewhat modified the Far Eastern situation.

Various small concessions were made to China. There was to be a revision of the Customs
Schedule to bring it to an effective 5%. The foreign Post Offices were to be abolished, though the
Japanese had insisted that a certain number of Japanese should be employed in the Chinese Post
Office. They had the effrontery to pretend that they desired this for the sake of the efficiency of
the postal service, though the Chinese Post was excellent and the Japanese was notoriously one
of the worst in the world. The chief used to which the Japanese had put their postal service in
China had been the importation of morphia, as they had not allowed the Chinese Customs
authorities to examine parcels sent through their Post Office. The development of the Japanese
importation of morphia into China, as well as the growth of the poppy in Manchuria, where they
have control, had been a very sinister feature of their penetration of China.

Of course the Open Door, equality of opportunity, the independence and integrity of China,
etc. etc., were reaffirmed at Washington; but these were mere empty phrases devoid of meaning.

From the Chinese point of view, the chief achievement at Washington was the (Shantung Treaty)
(® p 2L LA/ %55 ) . Ever since the expulsion by the Germans at the end of 1914,
the Japanese had held Kiaochow Bay (Jiaozhou Bay) (*% **' 4 ), which included the port of
Tsingtao (Qingdao) (§ § ); they had stationed troops along the whole extent of the Shantung
(Shandong) (1 &) railway; and by the treaty following the (Twenty-one Demands) (¥t# - -+
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- £ & 4), they had preferential treatment as regards all industrial undertakings in Shantung.
The railway belonged to them by right of conquest, and through it they acquired control of the
whole province. When an excuse was needed for increasing the garrison, they supplied arms to
brigands, and claimed that their intervention was necessary to suppress the resulting disorder.
This state of affairs was legalized by the (Treaty of Versailles) of 1919, to which, however,
America and China were not parties. The Washington Conference, therefore, supplied an
opportunity of raising the question afresh.

At first, however, it seemed as if the Japanese would have things all their own way. The
Chinese wished to raise the question before the Conference, while the Japanese wished to settle
it in direct negotiation with China. This point was important, because, ever since the Lansing-
Ishii agreement, the Japanese have tried to get the Powers to recognize, in practice if not in
theory, an informal Japanese Protectorate over China, as a first step towards which it was
necessary to establish the principle that the Japanese should not be interfered with in their
diplomatic dealings with China. The Conference agreed to the Japanese proposal that the
Shantung Question should not come before the Conference, but should be dealt with in direct
negotiations between the Japanese and Chinese. The Japanese victory on this point, however,
was not complete, because it was arranged that, in the event of a deadlock, Charles Evans Hughes,
U.S. Secretary of State, and Sir Arthur James Balfour, head delegate of the British Empire,
should mediate. A deadlock, of course, soon occurred, and it then appeared that the British were
no longer prepared to back up the Japanese whole-heartedly, as in the old days. The American
Administration, for the sake of peace, showed some disposition to urge the Chinese to give way.
But American opinion was roused on the Shantung Question, and it appeared that, unless a
solution more or less satisfactory to China was reached, the Senate would probably refuse to
ratify the various treaties which embodied the work of the Conference. Therefore, at the last
moment, the Americans strongly urged Japan to give way, though perhaps less strongly. The
result was the conclusion of the (Shantung Treaty) between China and Japan.

By this Treaty, the Chinese recovered everything in Shantung, except the private property
of Japanese subjects, and certain restrictions as regards the railway. The railway was the great
difficulty in the negotiations, since, so long as the Japanese could control that, they would have
the province at their mercy. The Chinese offered to buy back the railway at once, having raised
about half the money as a result of a patriotic movement among their merchants. This, however,
the Japanese refused to agree to. What was finally done was that the Chinese were compelled to
borrow the money from the Japanese Government to be repaid in 15 years, with an option of
repayment in 5 years. The railway was valued at 53,400,000 gold marks, plus the costs involved
in repairs or improvements incurred by Japan, less deterioration; and it was to be handed over
to China within nine months of the signature of the treaty. Until the purchase price, borrowed
from Japan, was repaid, the Japanese retain a certain degree of control over the railway: a
Japanese traffic manager was to be appointed, and two accountants, one Chinese and the other
Japanese, under the control of a Chinese president.

It was clear that, on paper, this gave the Chinese everything 5 years hence. Whether things
would work out so depended upon whether, 5 years hence, any Power was prepared to force
Japan to keep her word. As both Charles E. Hughes and Sir Arthur Balfour strongly urged the
Chinese to agree to this compromise, it must be assumed that America and Great Britain have
some responsibility for seeing that it was properly carried out. In that case, it was expected that
in the end China would acquire complete control of the Shantung Railway.
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On the whole, it must be said that China did better at Washington than might have been
expected. The final multilateral agreement made at the Washington Conference, the {(Nine-
Power Treaty) (4 B = %) signed on 6 February 1922, marked the internationalization of the
United States Open Door Policy in China. This Treaty formally proclaimed the principle of
respect for the sovereignty and territorial and administrative integrity of China. The Treaty
obligated the signatory states to adhere to the principle of “equal opportunity” in commercial
and entrepreneurial activities in China and not to resort to the exploitation of the internal
situation in China in order to gain special rights and privileges that could be detrimental to the
rights and interests of other signatory states. The signing of the Treaty signified the creation of
a united front of international reactionary forces against the revolution that was ripening in
China, and it also attested to the fact that the Western imperialist powers, above all the United
States, were determined to liquidate Japan’s monopolistic position in China, which it had
secured during the First World War.

In addition to the multilateral agreements, the participants completed several bilateral
treaties at the Conference. China and Japan signed a bilateral agreement, the ( Shantung
Treaty) , which returned control of that province and its railroad to China (Jz® .1t { £ § 31 g {v
P AMB L 7 ). Japan had taken control of the area from the Germans during the First World
War and maintained control of it over the years that followed. The combination of the

( Shantung Treaty ) and the ( Nine-Power Treaty) was meant to reassure China that its
territory would not be further compromised by Japanese expansion.

Prior to the agreement at the Conference, Japan resisted giving up its 1915 Treaty (¥ p %
7 i% %) with China. But under pressure from the other delegations, it disavowed that portion
of its treaty that in effect took sovereignty from the Chinese: “Military and financial advisors
within China's government; The right of Japanese to own what lands it wanted in China; Joint
Japanese and Chinese control over police; China purchasing arms and supplies only from the
Japanese; Japanese railway construction rights in China; and the power of Japan to approve or
disapprove China's borrowing capital from abroad.”

#piz 42+ @ Ambassador V. K. Wellington Koo
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A photograph of ‘““The Big Nine,"’ with the secretary-general
of the conference, taken just outside the Pan American
Building, Washington, where important committee meet-
ings of the arms-limitation conference were held. From
left to right—John W. Garrett, secretary-general of the
conference; H. A. van Karnebeek, chairman of the Nether-
lands delegation; Dr. S. Alfred Sze, chairman of the Chinese

delegation; Arthur J. Balfour, chairman of the British dele-
gation; Charles Evans Hughes, chairman of the conference;
Aristide Briand, chairman of the French delegation; Carlo
Schanzer, chairman of the Italian delegation; Baron de
Cartier de Marchienne, chairman of the Belgian delegation;
Prince Iyesato Tokugawa, chairman of the Japanese dele-
gation and Viscount d’Alte, of Portugal.

The Washington Conference

Photographically Speaking
By GEORGE W. HARRIS

The writer is Sergeant-at-Arms of International Rotary and photographer extraordinary of
prominent men and women and head of the firm of Harris & Ewing, Washington, D. C.

Photographs copyrighted by Harris & Ewing, Washington, D. C.

O much has been written about the arms-limitation
conference having to do with naval reductions, the
“Four Power” Pacific treaty, pledges against hasty
war and other similar subjects of more or less im-
portance, not to mention the articles for men’s wear
magazines telling of the perfection of dress displayed in
the United States for the first time, that little is left for the
photographer to say. In fact, restrictions upon the pho-
tographers have been so drastic that the “other side of the
street” in most instances has been the point of “vantage.”

The extent of the photographer’s work in connection
with such an internationally important event is seldom
understood or, I might say, appreciated, by the general pub-
lic. When Mr. Average Citizen picks up his morning
paper he hurries over the headlines—between gulps of coffee
—scans the stock market, the sport page (and, yes, the
society page, too) and then his eye rests upon the illustra-
tions which pictorially tell the story of the day’s news. More
and more the people of the United States, and of the world,
are looking for pictures to tell them what is going on. It
is a natural outgrowth of two things: the remarkable de-
velopment of photography and the ever-growing tendency
to absorb the news as quickly as possible. And what way
is quicker than to see what has happened and to read a
condensed story in type larger than that which is used in
the body of the newspaper?

This tendency has reflected itself upon the editorial

rooms of the modern daily and the result is a demand from
the editors to the photographers to keep them supplied not
only with pictures covering all news events but to supply
them at top speed.

CAN only write of Washington at this time and of the

conference. You will probably be surprised when I state
that at the opening of the conference there were some fifty
photographers “on the job”—including the movie operators.
Little time could be given the operators for the photograph-
ing of the delegates in session. About six minutes were
allowed. Therefore, the natural question was: who should
make the picture? The placing of fifty cameras within
Continental Hall was obviously out of the question. It be-
came necessary for the “still” camera men to get together
and for the movies to do likewise. Certain cameras were
selected by lot and it was decided that the firm which they
represented would distribute the negatives to the others with
a given hour for releasing the picture. On the Sunday
afternoon before the plenary session at which the official
interior picture was made, a “rehearsal” was held. Every
man had to be in position at an appointed hour. Chalk
marks were made where each camera would stand the fol-
lowing morning so that all confusion would be avoided and
the actual snapping would take as short a time as possible.
This plan was carried out and through these detailed
arrangements the world was given the pictures of the con-
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An official photograph of the third plenary session of the
Arms-Limitation Conference. Convened on November 12,
1921, millions of l[:eo le in all countries of the world have
followed closely the daily sessions. Adjourned on February
6, 1922, with the signing of treaties and a farewell message
from President Harding, the practical results have far ex-
ceeded early predictions. It has been estimated that the
fifteen-year naval holiday will save the nations affected by

the treaty from ten to twelve billion dollars. However, the
various agreements will have their greatest value as an
object lesson in the possibilities of such conference dis-
cussion. “‘The Conference has diminished national
armaments and increased national security,”” declared
Arthur J. Balfour, head of the British delegation. ‘It has
removed many long-standing causesof offense; and most as-

suredly it has made peace less costly!and. war less probable.”’

ference and a photographic record thus made of one of the

most important events of history.

Both men and women in public life are accustomed to
facing a battery of cameras. The conference has certainly
been no exception to the size of the battery—the size has

even been larger than usual. Before
.and after each plenary session the
picture men were at their posts, as
close to the entrance as the guards
permitted and delegates “snapped”
as they entered or left the building.

NE afternoon as two of the

“still” men were walking to-
ward the Pan-American building,
they met Secretary Hughes. He was
also walking and was on his way
back to the State Department after a
committee session. One of the
photographers told the Secretary that
they would like to photograph the
head of each delegation in a group.
The Secretary said it was entirely
agreeable and asked if the hour of 11
o’clock the following morning would
be satisfactory. A position just back
of the Pan-American building was
selected and promptly at the ap-
pointed time the picture was made,
which has since come to be known
as “The Big Nine.”

Not all men in public life are
easy to photograph. The road of the
snapshot man is not strewn with
roses. Sometimes it takes weeks,

even months before a man is caught either in the right mood

or position to “get him.”

President Warren G. Harding, member

of Rotary Club of Washington, D.C., at

whose invitation the arms-limitation
conference was convened.

One delegate to the conference who also happens to be
the diplomatic representative of his country in Washington,
in his nearly twenty years of service has never allowed him-

self to be photographed. When his
name was first announced, photog-
raphers suddenly realized that there
were no pictures of the man in exist-
ence. He was besieged time and
time again to no effect. Then the
picture of the “Big Nine” was made
which included this diplomatic repre-
sentative as the head of his delega-
tion. Soon after this incident, he
consented to pose. ' The barrier had
finally been broken down.

AS a rule, the work of supplying
s the world with news pictures of

such important events is greatly sim-
plified by the work of trained news-
paper and publicity men, employed
for the purpose of taking care of the
press. During the arms-limitation
conference however, there seems to
have been less help from such sources
than at any such event within my
memory and experience. The State
Department is the most dignified of
all our government branches and it
is difficult to break down old pre-
cedents. Not only from the Ameri-
can end of the conference, speaking
photographically, has there been less
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Sir Robert L. Borden— Sir Auckland Geddes—lately Hon. George Foster Pearce—  Sir John William Salmond—

former premier of Canada appointed ambassador from Australian minister of de- former solicitor-general for

and Canada’s representative Great Britain to the United fense and Australia’s repre- New Zealand and New Zea-
at the conference. States. sentative at the conference. land’s representative.

help but also from all the other delega-
tions. I remember at Paris how much
help and assistance was given to me by
the men who were really “press agents”
for their respective countries. They
seemed to be imbued with the idea of
securing favorable publicity for their
country first, last, and all the time. At
Washington there has been very little
of that. Perhaps all attention has been
concentrated upon interpreting the
thousands of speeches and committee
reports into language suitable for the
newspaper men. At all events the feel-
ing of pep and excitement has been
noticeably lacking at Washington.

NE famous writer who has been
covering great political events for
many years said to me, during the early
days of the conference: “If I didn’t
know the conference on the limitation
of armament was in session in this city, =

near-great are gathered together.
From a business standpoint Washington
will never, I am glad to say, return to an
apathetic state but so far as the gov-
ernment is concerned, well —I refer
again to what my friend, the writer,
said.

HAVE been asked a number of

times as to my impression when com-
paring the Paris Peace Conference and
the arms-limitation conference. The
outstanding difference it seems to me
was that the Washington conference
had a guiding hand, a diplomat, states-
man, lawyer and jurist who held the
delegates together until they could ac-
complish something. At Paris there
seemed to be no head—no leader.
Everybody wanted to be and tried to
be. At Washington it has been dif-
ferent and therefore we begin to find

|
|

I certainly would not be aware of it Dr.V. K. Wellington Koo, a mem-  practical results already. We cannot
from any manifested excitement. I ber of the R(;:ary ﬁg‘b of Shanghai,  expect too much. It has been a colossal
have never seen such a display of 219 °';fv:: o oL o eopresentas  yndertaking, but with the possibilities
apathy in all my life. No one seems to d ; of another such conference on the hori-
care about the conference except a small group of tourists zon, it would seem that the world is at last turning seriously
who have braved the high cost of transportation.” to the business of peace. As a layman, I cannot help but

There is no doubt about the truth of this distinguished believe that if the world had worked as hard for peace as it
man’s comment upon the conference. If it had been held has for war, that war would be extremely unpopular.
in almost any other : Just a word
Capital of the world about some person-
there would have alities of the con-
been crowds filling ference. V. K. Wel-
all the streets, a mad lington Koo, one of
rush back and forth the leading delegates
from the conference from China, as you
headquarters to the probably know, is a
hotels. = Messenger member of the Ro-
boys would have tary Club of Shang-
knocked you over hai. There is no
and diplomats would finer example of the
have been constantly highly educated and
exchanging  apolo- cultured Chinaman
gies due to collisions than Koo. Still in
in their haste to get his thirties, he has
somewhere. But not already served his
in Washington! The country as diplo-
lover of old Wash- matic representative

ington need never EEESESS : -3 - SR ST, in  Washington and
fe:.zr.. Thi?lt apat.hetlc Crowds constantly surrounded Continental Hall, Washington, where the at »present is ambas-
spirit still exists opening sessions of the conference were held. sador to the Court
when the great and (Cont’d on page 152)

»
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The Washington
Conference

(Continued from page 104)

of St. James. He is a graduate of
American colleges, speaks beautiful
English, and is a most charming fel-
low to converse with. Since becoming
a member of Rotary, he has taken an
active interest in its affairs and was
one of the speakers invited to address
the Rotary convention at Edinburgh,
although urgent matters connected
with his responsible post unfortun-
ately prevented his acceptance.

Arthur Balfour is a diplomat and
statesman to the nth degree. Now in
his seventy-fourth year he has surely
not lost any of that fire and enthusi-
asm which has characterized his great
service in the British Government
throughout a period of nearly fifty
years.

Aristide Briand, that great French
diplomat, is a mass of nerves. He
seems to have the temperament of the
prima donna and he is very particular
as to the little things. When he takes
the platform, he has the appearance
of simply pulverizing those who are
his adversaries in discussion. Some-
how or other when he is talking he
reminds you of a piece of heavy artil-
lery.

And there was Admiral Kato,
who has been the subject of hundreds
of newspaper and magazine pictures.
He was the Sphinx of the conference.
Your impression when photographing
him is that you would like to ask him
to remove his mask, so immovable are
his features. His control of emotions
is wonderful and he has disciplined
himself never to let them become
known.

All in all, it is a rare treat to
watch through the ground-glass these
men, who are helping to make history.
To make a close study and comparison
of the two conferences of Paris and
Washington has been another great
opportunity which I have appreciated
deeply. When we look back for cen-
turies and centuries and find that no
such conference has ever been held or
so much thought before given to the
voluntary scrapping of arms—we can
begin to realize in even a small way
the barriers that have been broken
down and the far-reaching precedent
that has been established. Tt is already
estimated that from ten to fifteen bil-
lion dollars will be saved among the
nations which have subscribed to the
ten-year non-building program. And
when consideration is given to the
rights that have been secured to China
and the development of a clearer and
better understanding among the great
powers of the world, surely it has been
a conference the success of which has
reached beyond our most optimistic
dreams.
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Some Observations on the Conference

AVING been
asked to write
about the recent
Conference
on the Limitation

of Armament, I shall be
happy to try to convey to
you the deep impressions
which I have brought back
with me from the great his-
toric gathering of nations.

It was indeed a unique
conference. Nine great
powers of the world sent
their chosen delegates with
the exalted mission to ex-
plore all possible avenues
of international labyrinths
in quest of a lasting peace.
It was not a peace confer-
ence to parcel out the spoils
of war. It was not an ordi-
nary’ diplomatic negotiation
in which self-interest is set
against another self-inter-
est, and the conferees are
engaged in endless higgling
and haggling. It was, on
the other hand, a confer-
ence of good will. Instead
of being bent upon taking
something from others, all
nations were ready to give
something; were ready to
make due shares of sacri-
fice, so that the world, rav-
aged by the consuming fires
of war, might be rehabili-
tated and might again be
made livable by good men.
All, in one mind, strove for
the achievement of the lofty

By HIROSI SAITO

Secretary of the Japanese Delegation at the Arms-Limitation
Conference at Washington and Japanese Consul for Seattle

Japan at the Conference

HE Rotary Club of Manila recently held a lunch-
eon, at which General Baron Tanaka, of Japan
—one of the world’s distinguished military men
—was the guest of honor. The luncheon was held
shortly after the adjournment of the Arms-Limitation
Conference at Washington, and during the course of
the meeting reference was made to the untiring efforts
of both Governor-General Wood and General Tanaka
to promote better relations between Japan and
America, and to pave the way for Japan’s participation
in the conference .at Washington. Through such
luncheons—several of which have already been held—
the Manila Rotary Club is endeavoring to foster a
better understanding between the Japanese, the native
Filipinos, Americans, and the other elements repre-
sented in the Philippines. Likewise, the Rotary Club
of Seattle, Washington—as well as other clubs—have
also been giving considerable attention to this question
of international relations.

Shortly after the adjournment of the Washington
conference, the Seattle Rotary Club invited Mr. Hirosi
Saito, Secretary of the Japanese delegation at the
conference, and Japanese Consul for Seattle, to pre-
sent to the club the Japanese viewpoint of the
Washington conference. Since that luncheon we have
received permission from Mr. Saito to give publication
to his opinions of the conference, believing they would
be interesting to all Rotarians, coming as they do from
such an official source.

In conformity with the established policy, the article
is printed simply as a discussion by Mr. Saito, and the
editors do not assume responsibility for the opinions
expressed.—The Editors.

The worthy repre-
sentatives of participating
nations had come to Wash-
ington with determination
to serve humanity as well
as their respective countries
and with a great hope for
the success of the confer-
ence. And that hope was
heightened to uashakable
confidence by the initial
move of Mr. Hughes.
After that masterstroke of
diplomacy the work of the
conference was smooth
sailing. There were, of
course, technical ups and
downs. But the success of
its deliberations had from
the outset been a foregone
conclusion. A four-power
Pacific Treaty was soon
concluded. Then a nine-
power treaty as to China, a
treaty relative to Chinese
maritime customs, a treaty
relative to submarines and
poisonous gases, and a
naval disarmament treaty
were simultaneously signed.
The long-standing Shan-
tung question was also
settled by the Chinese-
Japanese negotiations,
started through the good -
offices of Mr. Hughes and
Mr. Balfour. The compli-
cated Yap problem was also
ccllaterally settled. No in-
ternational conference in
the history of diplomacy

purpose in which the conference had been convened and I
am more than gratified to say, a success unprecedented in
human history has been achieved. As President Harding
has fittingly said, a new and better world has come to stay.

ISHALL never forget the imposing scene at the inaugural
session of the Washington Conference, when historic
words fell, one after another, from the determined lips of
Mr. Hughes, America’s distinguished secretary of state.
The attitude of the great American Republic, thus enunci-
ated by Mr. Hughes, was looked upon with admiration by
all nations. Baron Kato, head of the Japanese mission,
immediately declared, “The United States has shown its
undoubted sincerity ; Japan will respond to the call and will
make a sweeping reduction of her Navy. At last, what has
seemed impossible is going to be accomplished.” Mr. Lloyd
George called Mr. Hughes’ step a “bold and statesmanlike”
move. So a remarkable achievement has followed. Criti-
cisms are easily made; but we can leave technical points to
technical experts. We are thrilled when we realize that
a greater number and incomparably larger tonnage of
war vessels were destroyed at Washington in 1922 than at
_Iutllaélgsin 1916, in the Sea of Japan in 1905, or at Trafalgar
in i :

has been so productive of good results as the recent one in
Washington. If viewed solely from the Japanese standpoint,
the conference has done a great deal indeed. The four-power
treaty, if ratified by the respective governments, will be a
stalwart guardian of peace in the Pacific. I sincerely hope
that its provisions will be taken in the true light, and that
they will not be contaminated by any malicious insinuation ;
let us hope that the treaty will soon come into force to the
benefit of all concerned. The war talk between our two
nations has thereby been deprived of its fanciful foundation,
although it is to the total discomfiture of certain malignant
mischiefmakers.

HE position of Japan in the Far East and the motives

under which she has been formulating her national poli-
cies, have come to be clearly understood by the American
public. I believe that the attention paid by Americans so far
to the Far Eastern situation has been less than is really
deserved. But the conference has now quickened their in-
terest in the political, social and economic situation on the
other side of the Pacific. And we are happy to notice that
keener discernment and deeper sympathy have come to be in
evidence everywhere in the United States in the utterances
of statesmen, in the writings of publicists, and in the columns
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of the newspapers—with the egregious exception of yellow
journalism. The atmosphere of the Pacific has been cleared
away as it has never been before. I am rejoiced to note
that all pending questions between Japan and America have
been sweepingly settled. There indeed still remains a ques-
tion which concerns our two nations—the very complicated
question of the welfare of the Japanese residents in the
United States. Even this question, however, will, I am
sure, be susceptible of solution—though it may be a slow
process—if approached in the spirit of sympathy and con-
ciliation which now bind our two countries; if approached
in the correct frame of mind, from a broad perspective of
internationalism.

HAT we are conscious of in these days, is that inter-
nationalism is in the air—internationalism of coopera-

tion, internationalism of toleration, internationalism founded
on sympathetic understanding between different peoples.
The war, with all its ills, has brought men of different na-
tionalities nearer together. Moreover, the world economic
situation in the last few years has made it irrefragable that
different nations are interdependent upon one another for
their national life. The doctrine of a self-contained national
existence is altogether out of date, even applied to such a
country as the United States with its vast expanse of terri-
tory and with its unlimited national resources. Mr. H. G.
Wells has recently drawn a gloomy picture of New York.
That great city, towering, thundering, and bristling with
vitality and prosperity as it is today, may, in a very few
years’ time, stand even more gaunt, empty, and ruinous than
Petrograd of Bolshevik Russia, unless the tendency of eco-
nomic disintegration and disaster of war-stricken Europe
could in time be arrested. The prosperity of New York is
nothing more nor less than a flowering plant continually
fed by the root of European trade. If the root decays, the
plant will wither. An early economic rehabilitation of
Europe is essential not only to the prosperity but to the very
existence of that great city. In analogous manner, the pros-

THE ROTARIAN

June, 1922

perity of Seattle is largely dependent upon its trade with
the Far East. In the economic development of China, Si-
beria, Japan, and other Asiatic nations, are bound up the
destinies of all American ports on the Pacific Coast. With a
prosperous Far East, Seattle’s prosperity is assured, the
foretaste of which was had in 1919.

We are, therefore, more than ever conscious that the
world as a whole should prosper together; not a part of it
at the expense of another. We should now develop what
Professor Nicholas Murray Butler terms an international
mind; we should now train ourselves always to think in
terms of the world. That is a duty incumbent upon all good
citizens of all nations. And to have an international mind,
may, in other words, be described as “mental disarmament.”
Armament has been a hybrid, born of narrow nationalism
and selfish aggression. It cannot thrive in the new era of
internationalism.

ND, in a larger sense, mental disarmament is the real
disarmament. The scrapping of a handful of capital
ships, at Washington, would be of no avail, if mental dis-
armament of men is not to follow and be promoted. Great
as is the accomplishment of the Washington Conference, its
value will be maintained and enhanced only by the develop-
ment of the spirit of internationalism and the promotion of
mental disarmament.

I sincerely deplore that there is a section, though I be-
lieve it is negligible, of public opinion in this country which
militates against this world current of thought. What is
the object of disparaging the great work of the late Con-
ference on flimsy pretexts? What is the motive of attacking
law-abiding foreign inhabitants in this country, by adducing
distorted statistics about birth rate?

I hope and believe that a great and worldwide organiza-
tion like Rotary will prove a potent factor in imbuing our
human race with the spirit of internationalism, and will aid
it in completing its mental disarmament, to the end that
peace and prosperity may be assured us for all time.

THE LIGHT THAT SHINES!

A Cartoon by Little in the Tennessean (Nashville, Tenn.).



1921-1922 # 4 ¢ ik — 7 ZFAF L FEAZ
(21 4) BER~+RIFatafEd BERIR S EAEL A BRREI G BPEL
China’s Plenipotentiary at the Washington Conference 1921-1922 —-- (L-R) Ambassador to the Great Britain
Dr. V. K. Wellington Koo, Minister to U.S.A. Dr. S. Alfred Sze, Supreme Court President Dr. Wang Ch’'ung-Hui

Washington Conference 1921-22 -- China’s Delegates:
Admiral Tsai Ting-Kan ( ##£57) (left); Mr. M. T. Liang ( £ 4r/¢) (right)
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