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“There is one fact that stands out clear and huge as Mount Olympus, or Fujiyama for that matter, and that is the
fact that all countries need all other countries; not one of them can be spared. We need not be jealous of each
other’s achievements; we may glory in them because in the end they will redound to our own good if we will but be
sensible.” ~~ Paul P. Harris wrote in 1935 upon his return from his Pacific tour

1994

The story of Asia may be dated back to June 1918. In his annual report to the Board of
Directors of International Association of Rotary Clubs (IAoRC) (forerunner of Rotary
International), Secretary Chesley R. Perry wrote: “We have recently received word that the
Rotary Club of Hong Kong, China, has been organized through the efforts of Mr. Coombes of
Calcutta, who when in Chicago recently accepted the assignment to organize a Rotary Club in
Calcutta.” This gives the evidence the first prospect of Rotary extension to Asia was the British
Crown Colony Hong Kong located at the south China coast, if not Calcutta of India, of the British
Empire. However, either attempt was not successful until later after the year of 1919.

1919 --- Rotary Comes to Asia

Less than 15 years after its founding in the U.S.A. in 1905, Rotary came to Asia. Inspired by
what he had heard about the organization, Leon Lambert, a leading businessman in the
Philippines, corresponded with John Poole, President of the International Association of Rotary
Clubs. In 1919, Roger D. Pinneo, former president of the Rotary Club of Seattle, Washington,
U.S.A, went abroad on an extended business trip undertaken in the interests of the Pacific
Steamship Company. As a result, Roger Pinneo was commissioned to assist the organization of
Rotary clubs in the Far East. Interested in the possibilities of Rotary extension he conferred with
the Secretary of IAoRC and sought permission to establish a Club at Manila while in the Orient,
the first Rotary Club in Asia was chartered on 1 June 1919 in Manila of The Philippine Islands
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(the then Protectorate of the United States). The Manila Rotary Club had 20 charter members
of multi-nationalities with Leon Lambert as the first president. The successful organization of
the Manila Club inspired Roger Pinneo to further efforts, so he turned his attention to Shanghai.
Later that year, Shanghai Rotary Club (_ /% 4% #4+) was formed in the Shanghai International

Settlement, Republic of China (¥ Z =% B} /5 = % 427t ). It was organized in July and was
chartered on 1 October 1919 with 37 members of all U.S.A. nationality. Dr. Julian Petit, M.D. (£
A #L %5 4 ), a surgeon, was elected the Club’s first president.

1920s —- Expansion of the dream

In the same year that the Manila Club was chartered, R. J. Coombes, a Calcutta businessman,
returned to India from a trip to the U.S.A., where he had been impressed with the Rotary Club
in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He organized the Rotary Club of Calcutta, the first in India chartered
on 1 January 1920. Like the Manila and Shanghai clubs, the Calcutta Club was initially
dominated by Anglo-Saxon businessmen. Yet all three clubs would produce some of the Asia’s
most renowned leaders and service projects. An early member of the Calcutta Club was Nitish
Laharry, lawyer and film distributor, who became Club Secretary in 1926 and the first Asian
president of Rotary International in 1962.

Meanwhile, a Japanese Rotarian living in Dallas, Texas, U.S.A., Kisoji Fukushima (4% § &
= =t ), returned to Tokyo (X » ) where he was authorized by Rotary International to organize a
Club. He worked closely with Umekichi Yoneyama ( . 4% %), a banker who had learned of
Rotary while traveling in the U.S.A. Eighteen Japanese, most of whom had spent some time in
the U.S.A., organized the Rotary Club of Tokyo in 1920, with Yoneyama as president and
Fukushima as secretary. In 1924, Yoneyama was appointed Rotary International Special
Commissioner. Under his leadership, Japanese Rotarians started clubs elsewhere in Japan (p

* &), Chosen (Korea) Peninsula (3 # < £ ), Manchuria (Manchukuo) (% 7 &), and Formosa
(Taiwan) (% #), clubs that were almost entirely Japanese in membership. Yoneyama became
the first Rotary International Director from Asia in 1926.

The greatest Rotary extension was due to the remarkable James Wheeler Davidson (i  #-
/4 % 9 ), polar, explorer, foreign correspondent, United States Consul in China, Canadian
timber merchant, and Rotary International Director. Appointed Rotary Honorary General
Commissioner, he set off from his Alberta, Canada home in 1928 with his wife Lilian and
daughter Marjory on a three-year journey from the Mediterranean to the Pacific. Personally
contacting more than 2,000 leaders, persons of stature in their societies, he preached Rotary’s
potential for world brotherhood. “If we can play a part in destroying prejudice and hatred, isn’t
it worthwhile?” Davidson asked. Encountering receptive audience almost everywhere, he
organized 19 clubs in Asia, most of them genuinely diverse fellowships.

From the beginnings of Rotary in Asia, Rotarians’ service contributed to the respect of the
movement. When the great Kanto Earthquake (B L = » %) of 1923 reduced Tokyo and



Yokohama (# /% ) to rubble, Rotary clubs worldwide sent relief funds to Japan valued at

hundreds of millions of yens. Tokyo Rotarians, deeply moved, put the funds to work in large-
scale community service programs, including the equipment of almost 200 primary schools and
construction of the orphanage.

By the end of the decade, Rotary spanned Asia---embracing clubs in Pakistan, India, Burma
(Myanmar), Ceylon (Sri Lanka), Java (Indonesia), and Federated Malay States (Malaysia), as
well as Mainland China, Chosen (Korea), and Japan. In 1928 the Rotary Club of Tokyo organized
a Pacific Rotary Conference which attracted more than 500 participants. Tsunejiro Miyaoka (¢
K |z =% %), Japanese diplomat and international lawyer who would later become a Rotary

International Director, told the gathering: “It is the mission as well as the destiny of Rotary to
bring about harmony and rightful understanding among peoples who differ widely in blood
descent, historical antecedents, language, religious faith, and economic condition.”
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The Macro Polo of Rotary

The birth of many Rotary clubs in Asia was given by the voluntary mission of Rotarian “Jim” James
Wheeler Davidson (i£ 4 #-/#% % 9 ) of Calgary, Alberta, Canada, and was the 3rd Vice-President of Rotary
International (1926-1927), with the assistance of his wife Lillian and daughter Marjory. Jim was an
explorer, writer, United States diplomat, merchant and philanthropist. He is remembered for (The
Island of Formosa, Past and Present) (4 # i3 223 %) (1903) on the history of Taiwan and also

noted for greatly aiding the oriental network of Rotary in the capacity as “Honorary General
Commissioner of Rotary International for Near and Far East”. Invalided out of the service as the
American Consul General in Shanghai, Ch’ing Empire (China), in 1905, Jim returned to the United States
to convalescence, subsequently migrated to Canada once he had recovered. Jim was an enthusiastic
member of the Rotary Club in Calgary, and when Rotary wanted to extend its reach throughout the
Mediterranean, Middle East, Southeast Asia and Australasia, he was the logical choice as envoy to the
region because of his prior international experience. He bridged the Rotary gap between the Caspian and
the China Sea, travelled 25 countries establishing 20 plus Rotary clubs in Melbourne, Sydney, Wellington,
Auckland, Athens, Cairo, Jerusalem, Bombay, Delhi, Madras, Colombo, Thayetmyo, Rangoon, Penang,
Seremban, Kuala Lumpur, Ipoh, Singapore, Batavia (Jakarta), Bandoeng, Malang, Semarang, Medan,
Klang, Malacca, Bangkok, and the last stop in Hong Kong. Rotary International had given Jim US$8,000
to fund his extension mission; in the end, Jim also spent a quarter-million dollars of his own money. Jim
was well known as the “Marco Polo of Rotary”.

In overcoming the previous experiences of failure by others, Jim’s first approach to each new country
would be contact of the government officials for whom he had letters of introduction. In many cases,
these same gentlemen, convinced of the excellence of Rotary, would become members of the first small
committee. They would suggest names from the ruling, professional and business groups for Jim to
interview. Jim’s remarkable good-natured diplomacy brought together many persons from very diverse
political, religious, business and cultural sectors. For example, in Bangkok, two of the organizing
committee were princes, one of whom became the first president of the Bangkok Rotary Club. The more
often Jim was told that it was impossible to bring all these different cultures and races together, the more
determined he became. One of his clubs had members from eight different races, and several new
classifications had to be devised, such as one for “Malay chief”.



1930s --- Rotary takes root

Rotary continued to expand in Asia. In 1930-1931, Rotary clubs were chartered in Singapore,
Hong Kong, and Bangkok, each boasting a cross-section of nationalities and occupations. In an
articlein (The Rotarian) , the president of the Rotary Club of Kuala Lumpur explained Rotary’s
regional appeal: “Rotary principles fit in exactly with our aims, since it teaches service and co-
operation.”

In the early years of the decade, Rotary’s ability to unite divergent elements inspired
optimism. Rotarians welcomed Paul Harris when he sailed to Asia in 1935, visiting Tokyo,
Yokohama, Kobe, Shanghai, Hong Kong, and Manila and planting “trees for friendship.” (see
photos on Page 13) In pursuit of international friendship and peace, Rotarians in Asia
participated in the Pacific Rotary Conference in Manila on 18-20 February 1935. Eager to be of
service, clubs in the region undertook such activities as work with underprivileged youth,
training of peasants in new agricultural techniques, and assistance to the unemployed.

By the late 1930’s, war ravaged China, and Rotary’s unity was put to the test. The
international membership of the Shanghai Club engaged in considerable discussion of the causes
of the catastrophe before concluding that nothing would be gained by meddling in politics. “So
politics have been vetoed, and it is to the work of amelioration that we have unitedly bent our
energies,” a Club member reported.

Face with the enormous refugee population in Shanghai, former Rotary International
Director as well as the 81st District Governor Dr. Fong Foo-Sec (& & %91 <) helped mobilize
Rotary support. In Shanghai and throughout China, clubs sheltered and fed thousands of people,
distributed medical supplies, and cared for refugees and wounded civilians. While Rotarians in
China gave freely of their money and effort, serving on scores of emergency committees,
Rotarians worldwide demonstrated their solidarity, responding generously to the Chinese clubs’
appeal.

When Rotary was established in Shanghai, it was “an alien import and there was
considerable doubt whether it would acclimate itself to Chinese soil,” according to Dr. Chengting
T. Wang (2 i 24 1), China’s minister of foreign affairs who became a Rotary International
Vice-President. But take root it did. By the late 1930’s, there were 22 clubs in China, providing
vital service to a war-devastated nation. “If Rotary was not important, even essential, we would
have sloughed it off in those days when we could ill afford to cling to what was unnecessary,”
said Wang.

194 0s --- Persistence of the spirit

With the spread of war, clubs throughout Asia were forced to disband. The Rotary Club of
Manila met for the last time in 1942 in tunnels on the island of Corregidor, as battles raged
overhead, to elect American General Douglas MacArthur an honorary member.



Some clubs continued to meet, often at risks. In Singapore and Manila, Rotarians convened
in internment camps. In Japan, half of the clubs disguised themselves as Days-of-the-Week
clubs and met throughout the war. In China, the Chungking Club (£ & #* #4+) moved its
meetings from place to place to avoid bombing raids. Inspired by the Chungking Club’s example,
Rotarians in India held a successful District Conference in Calcutta amid heavy bombing. In
India and Ceylon, which escaped invasion, all Rotary clubs survived and their numbers actually
doubled during the war.

Relief of war-caused suffering preoccupied those Rotary clubs that survived. Half of the
Chinese clubs continued to function and extend aid. The Rotary Club of Bangkok, under the
guise of a service association, helped orphans, the blind, and those made homeless by air raids.
In India, the Rotary Club of Calcutta fed famished Indians who flocked to the city, while other
clubs aided destitute villages.

Conclusion of the war in the Pacific in 1945 ended foreign occupation and hastened the
demise of colonialism. But while much changed, the spirit of Rotary proved durable. Clubs
quickly reformed, the first being the Rotary Club of Guam, which had been chartered in 1939.
New clubs were organized, like the Rotary Club of Macau (;£ F® 4% #4+), in 1947 in the Portuguese
Territory Macao. In Japan, clubs were reinstated in 1949, on the recommendation of George
Means, then Rotary International Assistant General Secretary; Rotary was the first non-religious
international organization to be re-admitted to Japan. In the aftermath of war, clubs region-
wide engaged in relief work. Singapore Rotarians, for example, operated a mobile medical clinic.
In Hong Kong, the Rotary Club built and maintained free anti-trachoma clinic.

Postwar upheavals continued to challenge Rotary, but the movement provided resilient.
The communist victory in China made clubs there to disband gradually. But the Rotary Club of
Taipei (£ #* 3 #4+), in Taiwan, was chartered in 1948 with C. K. Yen (&t 74 ) as first president
and members of the Kunming Rotary Club (¥ F* #* #4+) from China mainland as its nucleus.
Yen succeed the President of the Republic of China (¥ # % B 4%, 4t) in 1975. India’s partition into
India and Pakistan after independence in 1947 uprooted millions of people, and Rotarians in
both countries were active in humanitarian endeavors. An intercity meeting in Lahore in 1948
united Rotarians from India and Pakistan, a thrilling example of the Rotary brotherhood.

The horrors of war spurred red global co-operation to secure the peace, a task for which
Rotarians were ably suited. When Carlos Romulo, past president of the Rotary Club of Manila,
Rotary International Vice President, newspaper publisher, general, and diplomat became
president of the United Nations General Assembly in 1947, he said: “I make public avowal of
Rotary influence in having enriched my international outlook and human understanding, and in
thus having helped me prepared for this difficult responsibility.”

1950s --- A new era

Recovering from their wartime losses, Rotary clubs in the liberated and newly sovereign
nations of Asia gained members, and clubs spread beyond the port and capital cities where the
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movement began. In Delhi in 1958, the first Asian Regional Conference welcomed Rotary’s
10,000th club, the Rotary Club of Mandvi, India.

In India during Rotary’s first decades there, Rotary membership growth had been slow
despite the presence of a Rotary International branch office in Bombay (Mumbai). But that
changed after independence. Previously, Rotary in India had been “a close preserve of the
leading Europeans and many Indians neither took interest in the organization nor got an
opportunity to associate with it,” said a Club president of Cochin. Now it provided “a platform
for Indians and Europeans to associate on equal terms which attracted many leading Indians in
the movement.”

In Thailand, there had been only one Rotary Club for almost 30 years, the English-speaking
Bangkok Club, which led many Thais to believe that Rotary was an organization of foreigners.
In 1958, the first Thai-speaking Club was organized, the Rotary Club of Dhonburi, and soon
afterward Rotary expanded into other areas. In succeeding decades, Thai Rotarians launched a
Rotary magazine in their own language ---like Rotarians in some other countries in the region.

Rotary clubs in five Asian countries joined the Rotary family during the decade: Saigon
(Vietnam) in 1953, Belait (Brunei Darussalam) in 1954, Phnom Penh (Cambodia) in 1957,
Vientiane (Laos) in 1958, and Kathmandu (Nepal) in 1959.

Clubs in Asia no sooner organized or re-organized than they encountered urgent need for
their services. When the Korean War started in 1950, the Rotary Club of Seoul moved to Pusan
(Busan) (% .11), where its new leaders distributed a large volume of food and clothing contributed
by overseas clubs. After the partition of Vietnam in 1954, Rotarians in Saigon built a school for
children of refugee families fleeing the north.

The 1950’s witnessed an increasing trend toward nationalism, but Asian Rotarians looked
beyond national patriotism and shared responsibilities for the advancement of international
understanding. Recognizing their role to play in this new era, the Phnom Penh Club began
helping Eurasian children, and the Rotary Club of Tokyo honored the late Umekichi Yoneyama
by establishing a fund in his name (v — % ) —} Lz 4 4 ¥ £) to provide scholarships for
foreign students enrolled in Japanese educational institutions.

The first alumni of The Rotary Foundation’s Ambassadorial Scholarship program
highlighted Rotary’s potential for educating a new generation of leaders committed to the
development of their countries. For example, Foundation Fellow Ramaswamy Mani of Patna,
India, returned from studies in the U.S.A. to become a lecturer at Patna University.

Another Foundation Fellow through the nation-wide selection, Cheng Che-Min (3?47 4%7) of
Tsinghua University (% + &), sponsored by the former Rotary Club of Peiping, Republic of
China (¥ # % R # T #* #4+) in 1948, returned home from studies in California Institute of
Technology of the U.S.A. to the newly established socialistic administration of the People’s
Republic of China (® # 4 % % {-®]) and became eventually a state-master of explosives engineer

and physicist specializing in explosive mechanics until today. Cheng is the second Rotary scholar
sponsored from China. Unfortunately, the Rotary Club of Peiping, originally chartered on 30
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August 1924 as The Rotary Club of Peking (#* # #* #;4+), was finally terminated on 26 June 1951

due to unfavourable political and social environment as a result of the outbreak of the Korean
War on 25 June 1950.

1960s --- Asians on the world stage

By the early 1960’s, Asia was proving to be a fertile land for Rotary. More than a third of all
new clubs formed in Rotary were chartered in Asia. On 1 April 1960, the first Mandarin language
edition of (The Rotarian) magazine was published quarterly in Taipei (4 #* ) for readers in
Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macao. The publication was changed to bi-monthly since July 1983,
and finally changed to monthly in July 1991 until today.

The first Asian Rotary International Convention in Tokyo in 1961, spotlighted the
enthusiasm of Asia for Rotary. The Tokyo Convention counted 23,000 participants, a record to
that date. Breaking with tradition, the Japanese Emperor Hirohito (F-4-= # ) addressed this
international gathering of a non-governmental organization. In yet another precedent, the first
Asian president of Rotary International was elected. Nitish Laharry, who had spent a year as
president-elect before becoming Rotary’s president in 1962.

The twin Rotary ideals of international friendship and service received strong impetus from
the two Rotary presidents from Asia in the 1960’s. Rotary’s objective is “the creation of a world
fellowship on a person-to-person basis,” said President Laharry, who took as his theme, “Kindle

the spark within.” The 1968-1969 President from Tokyo, Kiyoshi Togasaki ( & ## ;%), who had

devoted his life to bridging differences among men, expressed his Rotary International theme of
unselfish service in one word, “Participate!”

Keen to participate in the development of their nations, many Asian urban clubs “adopted”
rural communities. Sri Lankan Rotarians launched village cottage industries, Malaysian
Rotarians delivered transistor radios to remote kampongs, Pakistani Rotarians provided free
health care to the poor, and Indian Rotarians brought better housing, sanitation, industry, and
improved agricultural methods to countless villages.

In this, the United Nations declared Decade for Development. Rotary International
inaugurated programs which encouraged Rotarians to take a larger role in building a better
world. Participants in the pilot Rotary Volunteers Abroad program shared their skills with
communities in developing countries. Working with their Rotarian sponsors, Interactors and
Rotaractors started service projects aimed at reducing the disparity between rich and poor.
Rotary Foundation Matching Grants extensively supported World Community Service activities.
In each of these programs, Asian Rotarians pioneered.

Rotarians co-operation got a tremendous boost from 1963-1964 Rotary International
President Carl P. Miller’s international district exchange program, the forerunner of a number
of Rotary international service programs. The pairing of hundreds of districts---for example,



linking districts in Japan and England---sparked cultural exchanges, increased mutual aid, and
greatly advanced international understanding.

At the 1969 Rotary International Convention in Honolulu, Hawaii, President Togasaki
saluted individual Rotarian involvement in international service: “In my travels around the
world, I have been convinced that goodwill among peoples expressed at the person-to-person
level leads to the most productive action.”

In June 1969, Manila Rotary Club celebrated its 50th Anniversary which was also the 50th
Year of Rotary Service in Asia.

AMssassanans

IKA-50 TAON NG PAGKAKATATAG 1
AMDE ROTARY CLUB NG MAYNILA

1970s --- Building and rebuilding nations

Rotarians tackled the challenge of nation-building in the 1970’s. In Butuan City, The
Philippines, the Rotary Club rehabilitated a slum district into a model barrio. Thai Rotary clubs
assisted a community development project in southern Thailand---helping villagers secure land
tenure, attain basic services, and improve the productivity and marketing of their crops. Address
the health needs of their nations, Rotarians in Indonesia and Brunei supported facilities for
children recovering from tuberculosis, Malaysian clubs established anti-trachoma clinics and
other remedial and preventive projects, and Rotarians in Macao (;£ f* ), the Portuguese Territory

at south China coast, donated equipment to a city hospital.

Rotarians demonstrated compassion in responding to natural disasters and war. Where a
tidal wave devastated an area of East Pakistan, claiming half a million lives, the Rotary Club of
Dacca (Dhaka) mobilized medical relief. Food and clothing for survivors, and other clubs in
Pakistan and in Japan sent substantial aid. And when the civil strife that split Bangladesh from
Pakistan sent millions of refugees streaming into India, Rotary clubs around the world
responded with assistance. In Saigon, Capital of the Republic of Vietnam, the Rotary-sponsored
People’s Clinic treated half a million people, mostly refugees from the north, from the 1950’s
until 1975. In camps in Hong Kong and The Philippines, Rotary volunteers from Asia and
elsewhere cared for refugees flee from the Vietnam War.

The growth in contributions to the Rotary Foundation meant that many more service
projects could be undertaken and supported. A Foundation Matching Grant improved living
facilities for a leper colony in India. An Ambassadorial Scholarship enabled Young-Woo Kang
to become the first blind Korean to earn a doctorate, marking his personal victory over poverty,
ignorance, and discrimination, and prompting him to devote his life to promoting the welfare of
people with disabilities. Increasing support for The Rotary Foundation came from Asian
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Rotarians themselves. The Rotary Club of Hong Kong Island West (% i& & % 4% #4+), with 66
members, became the first Club in Rotary International to have 100% of its members as Paul
Harris Fellows. Special citation was conferred by the Rotary Foundation in March 1975.

With the Rotary International Convention in Tokyo in 1978---the largest ever with 39,834
participants---Asian leaders talked about what Rotary had done and hoped to do in the region.
Bhichai Rattakul (f#%p4), a former deputy prime minister of Thailand who would become a
Rotary International Director in 1990, noted that Rotary in Asia had grown to 2,742 clubs,
despite the closing of clubs in Burma, Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia. (Clubs in Cambodia were
terminated in 1977, but clubs in Vietnam, Laos and Burma were not officially terminated until
1979.) Asian Rotarians’ average contribution of US$28 to The Rotary Foundation was more than
double the worldwide average. Asian clubs’ participation in Foundation programs, from Group
Study Exchange and educational awards to Rotaract and Interact, was impressive.

“It is not my intention whatsoever to talk big about these performances,” Rattakul said,
“What I want to emphasize at this point is that Asian Rotarians genuinely believe that what we
have done is after all a sound and logical investment, an investment not at the expense of others
or an investment for our own self-benefit but an investment for the future, pursuing a common
course by a common man who tries to make good and, by trying, does make good. In fact, we
are confident that through our humble contributions we will one day be able to witness that the
war drums throb no longer and peace prevails.”

1980s --- Extending the hand of friendship

Rotary conferred the first Rotary Award for World Understanding in 1981. The recipient
was Dr. Noboru Iwamura (£ + # ), a Japanese doctor who devoted 18 years of his life to treating
tuberculosis patients in Nepal. To help Dr. Iwamura supply the tuberculosis vaccine, Japanese
Rotarians established the Peace, Health, and Human Development Foundation, contributing
millions of yen.

Rotary’s people-to-people program, from Youth Exchange to Group Study Exchange, have
proven popular in Asia. In 1969, Hiroji Mukasa (& ¥ B =) of Nakatsu (¥ %), Japan, led a Group
Study Exchange team visit to the U.S.A. When he became Rotary International President in 1982,
he took as his theme “Mankind is one---build bridges of friendship throughout the world”.

When M. A. T. Caparas of Manila became Rotary International President in 1986, he
commended Rotarians for translating Rotary fellowship into service. “Coming as I do, from the
third world, where friendship is daily expressed assistance to the needy,” he said. “I am
heartened by this unfolding of Rotary fellowship.” With “Rotary brings hope” as his theme,
Caparas inaugurated the Rotary Village Corps program. He also promoted several Rotary
international development conferences.

Rotarians extended the hand of friendship to the needy at home and abroad in the 1980’s.
Assisted by Matching Grants, Pakistani Rotarians sank tube wells so that villagers could have



access to clean water, and Sri Lankan Rotarians established a hearing center. Supported by
Health, Hunger and Humanity (3-H) grants, Bangladeshi Rotarians developed fish farms, which
added significantly to the nation’s food supply, and Thai Rotarians launched a massive literacy
project, which became a national model.

The 3-H Program supported Rotary’s first immunization projects, in the Philippines, where
6 million children were inoculated against polio. And in India, where 3 million children were
protected against measles. From these initial projects emerged Rotary’s largest program,
PolioPlus, in 1985. By 1990, The Rotary Foundation had made grants for oral polio vaccine,
training, and equipment to 91 countries.

Though the People’s Republic of China was not yet a Rotary country, The Rotary Foundation
through the World Health Organization provided in October 1989 a US$15 million grant to help
funding construction of a polio vaccine manufacturing facility in the city of Kunming, Yunnan
Province (Z % %4 % P % ). Also in the same month, the Rotary Foundation awarded China
another PolioPlus grant of US$1 million for supplementary immunization vaccine, followed by

another US$2 million grant for the national immunization days.

Helping Rotary International respond more quickly and appropriately to its member clubs
as they grew and extended service, Rotary International branch offices were opened in Tokyo,
Delhi, Seoul and Manila during the decade.

In 1989, In-Sang Song, former Korean government minister and past Rotary International
district governor, welcomed 38,878 participants to the Rotary International Convention in Seoul,
Republic of Korea, the second largest ever. Rotary International past director Chae-Kyung Oh
remarked on the contingent of 16,000 from Japan, which formerly ruled Korea. “Until not so
long ago, Japan and Korea have been two countries so near yet so far from each other,” he said.
“Thanks to Rotary, we witness today the establishment of an important milestone in Japanese
and Korean relationship.” Declaring his pride in being a Rotarian, he urged convention-goers to
join in the song, “Hand in Hand”.

1990s --- Growing, giving, serving

Rotary was growing faster in Asia than anywhere else. Since 1984, the number of Rotary
clubs in Asia had expanded from 3,876 to more than 5,800; and the number of Rotarians had
increased from 176,800 to 263,000. Japan, India and Korea had the greatest number of Rotary
clubs and members in the region. World-wide, only the U.S.A. had more clubs than Japan. The
latest country in Asia to welcome Rotary was the land-locked democratic nation Mongolia, where
the Rotary Club of Ulaanbaatar was organized in winter of 1994 and was chartered on 10 January
1995. It was sponsored by the Rotary Club of Shatin (i) » 3 #4+) in the British Crown Colony
Hong Kong, portion of Rotary International District 3450.

Although Asian Rotarians comprised less than 23% of all Rotarians, they dominated the list
of contributors to the general fund of The Rotary Foundation. At the end of the third quarter of
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the 1993-1994 Rotary year, 28 of the top 30 giving districts were in Japan, Taiwan, or Korea. So
far in 1994, District 3470 in Taiwan led all 502 Rotary International districts with general fund
contributions of more than US$850,000.

In 1991-1992 Rotary International President Rajendra K. Saboo of Chandigarh, India, urged
Rotarians, “Look beyond yourself”. Among regional service projects, Pakistani Rotarians
equipped a center for children with handicaps, and Hong Kong Rotarians sponsored the
International Abilympics for the disabled. Using a Carl P. Miller Discovery Grant, a Canadian
Rotary Club planned with two Nepali clubs for the building of a children’s home in Nepal to care
for orphaned and abandoned children. In outstanding “Rotary at its Best” programs saluted by
1993-1994 Rotary International President Robert R. Barth, Filipino Rotarians sponsored
vocational training, and Indian Rotarians fed the hungry.

In support of the PolioPlus program, tens of thousands of Asian Rotary volunteers
distributed leaflets, transported health workers, vaccine and children to immunization sites, and
helped health officials to gather polio surveillance information. In India, the Philippines, and
Indonesia, Rotarians had assisted mass immunizations. Thai clubs helped vaccinate displaced
Cambodians and supported immunization efforts in Laos, Vietnham and Myanmar.
Supplementing other Rotary funds, Japanese Rotarians contributed substantially toward the
immunization of 100 million children in Mainland China.

The world’s most populous region by far, Asia presented Rotary with great prospects in
growth. Would Rotary return to Asian countries where it once existed and where its
humanitarian and educational initiatives were multiplying? What was the climate for growth
elsewhere? A Presidential Workshop in Hong Kong in January 1994, chaired by Rotary
International Director In-Sang Song, developed a strategy for the extension of Rotary to non-
Rotary countries in Asia, including the People’s Republic of China. Moses M. C. Cheng (&% 3 4),

a lawyer, charter president of the Rotary Club of Hong Kong Northeast (4 i# & #* 4 #h4d),

District 3450 Governor 1993-1994, was then appointed Chairman 1994-1995 of the Rotary
International Asian Affairs Committee.

Rotarians in Asia continued to demonstrate internationality. For example, the Rotary Club
of Seoul’s 120 members represented 15 different nationalities. More than 460 Ambassadorial
Scholars from Asia studied abroad during 1994-1995, and more than 400 Asian professionals
visited other countries through Group Study Exchange. In a typical example of co-operation in
service, when a typhoon wreaked havoc on Guam, Guamanian, Japanese, and U.S. clubs donated
funds that enabled Guamanian Rotarians to rehabilitate a shelter.

The year 1994 marked both the Rotary International Convention in Taipei, Republic of
China, and the 75th anniversary of the Rotary Club of Manila---the first Rotary Club in Asia.
President of the Republic of The Philippines, Fidel Valdez Ramos, member of the Manila Club,
paid tribute to the Rotary Movement: “Rotary’s enduring spirit of volunteerism that transcends
the boundaries of geography, creed and color illuminates the darkness of apathy, prejudice and
alienation in the world today.”
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“Gan-Bei in Taipei” (iz1f % & #*) was the theme of the 85th Convention held in Taipei,
Taiwan, Republic of China, on 12-15 June 1994. This was the first ever Rotary International
Convention held within the Chinese territories since the first Rotary Club of Shanghai was
formed in 1919. The registration figures recorded that 31,161 Rotarians and guests attended,
representing 79 countries and 17 geographical areas. Only two other Rotary conventions had
more attendees: Tokyo, Japan, in 1978 (39,834 registered), and Seoul, Korea, in 1989 (38,878
Rotarians and guests). While nearly 90% of Taiwan’s Rotarians were registered for the
Convention (a total of 9,818 Rotarians), the contingent from Japan proved the biggest, with
12,978 registrants.

Rotary International President Robert R. Barth welcomed Mr. Lee Teng-Hui, President of
the Republic of China (¢ # % & % % %53, 1), to address the Convention audience. President Lee
spoke in Mandarin: “Everyone in the Republic of China on Taiwan is eager to partake of the
Rotary spirit of sacrifice by joining hands to serve the world in order to bring more light and
warmth to mankind.” One of the most heartwarming episodes of the entire convention was
provided by the ceremonies highlighting Rotary’s “75 Years of Service in Asia”. The 96-year-old
Percy Chu (4 & %), Shanghai Rotary Club President 1934-1935, was invited from Shanghai
across the Strait to Taipei and spoke on the stage. He told the audience how he accompanied the
Rotary Founder Paul Harris to plant a “Tree of Friendship” in Shanghai in February 1935. After
Percy concluded his presentation, no one dared break the silence that descended on the hall,
followed by an explosive ovation finally broke among those present.

ABOV,
Q\CE Es
&

R
GAN-BETIN TAIPEI

The Chinese Hospitality Way 1 9 9 4

More Achievements in these 75 Years

With a burgeoning youth population, Asia presented Rotary with challenges for service, as
well as opportunities for growth. Showing initiative and foresight, Asian Rotarians had formed
more Interact and Rotaract clubs than any other regions, with India, The Philippines, and Japan
leading the way. Interactors, Rotaractors, and Foundation Alumni worked with Rotarians on
projects to restore the environment, assist the elderly, tutor illiterates, combat drug addiction,
and reduce poverty.

With 10 countries in Asia and West Pacific accounting for 85% of the world’s polio cases,
the region stood to benefit from Rotary’s polio program. Although Rotary had no clubs in most
of the 10 polio-endemic countries, which extended from China to Tuvalu, Rotarians region-wide
supported immunization efforts against polio and other diseases. Rotary International had
pledged almost US$30 million to the global campaign to eradicate polio from the Western Pacific
by the end of 1995.
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Asian Rotarians’ examples of co-operation could serve as models for other regions. Having
experienced some of the bloodiest conflicts in history in the last century, Asia cherished peace:

e Japanese and Korean Rotarians held goodwill conferences every two or three years,
usually alternating countries, five conferences had been held before 1995.

e Japan and the U.S.A. held a successful Rotary Friendship Conference in the United States
in 1993.

e District 3070 in India and District 3270 in Pakistan had received a Foundation Peace
Grant to hold a conference to promote commerce, co-operation and friendly relations
between the two countries.

1935 # 2 % e LETA LA T 7 X302 B
Paul Harris planted Trees of Friendship in Asia, February 1935

2p ARG F FE 72 Fl72  In the garden of Imperial Hotel, Tokyo, Japan
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In Shanghai International Settlement, Republic of China — Paul Harris (center), Mrs. Jean Harris (L2),
accompanied by Percy Chu (R2), Shanghai Rotary Club President 1934-1935
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The International Association
of Rotary Clubs

#iereby Certifies tha the ROTARY CLUB of

Shangbai.China,

has been elected to membership in this Association and,

Witness the seal of the Internanonal Association

ary Clobs, dul

1919 # @ Z 5 f 1 5 K fpitiEZ #5945
Charter No. 545, Rotary Club of Shanghai, Republic of China, 1919

19955 % 15 7 » BF# s W FFL A § 1994-1995 # 8 1 L J#RH (¢ 2) b Fv Bw 5 W~ FHinit
7 EAE ?ﬁi;fj (2 2) R 3450 % 7 EEFFF (£ 1) FrB]ERBHETREFARE (2 1) L#F -
On 15 May 1995, Moses Cheng (right 2), Chairman 1994-1995 of the Rotary International Asian Affairs
Committee, presents charter in Mongolia to Ulaanbaatar Rotary Club’s first president Dr. G. Boshight (left 2),
witnessed by District 3450 Governor Liu Lit-Mo (right 1), and Rotary International Presidential Extension
Administrator for Mongolia, Franklin Sham (left 1).
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