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Shanghai Rotarians launched the Chinese Mission to Lepers in 1926
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By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#=2) (Rotary China Historian)
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Today is the World Leprosy Day — the last Sunday in January. Leprosy was said to be
first recognized in the ancient civilizations of China, Egypt, and India, according to the World
Health Organization (WHO). Leprosy, also known as Hansen’s Disease, was officially
eliminated at the national level in China by 1982, meaning prevalence is lower than 1 in
100,000. Though leprosy has been brought under control in general, the situation in some
areas is worsening, according to China’s Ministry of Health. In the past, leprosy sufferers
were ostracized by their communities as the disease was incurable, disfiguring, and wrongly
thought to be highly infectious.

Medical missionary work expanded in China, between 1900 and 1920. Western
missionaries believed that leprosy was more extensive in the southeast, in Canton
(Guangzhou) (% '), Amoy (Xiamen) (& * ), and surrounding areas.

In time, China’s reputation as the seedbed for leprosy with 2.6 million cases was revised.
Stanley G. Browne, CMG, OBE, FRCS, FRCP (1907-1986), British medical missionary and
leprologist, confessed that “we have all been misled in the past regarding the dimensions of
the leprosy problem in China. Former estimates had been based on approximations that
extrapolated from studies in the coastal and Yangtze River (% /1) basin provinces, where the
prevalence rates were higher.”

The most influential Chinese story demonstrating how people with leprosy have been
stigmatized is one written by the Ch’ing Empire (+ 7 ) novelist Xuan Ding (z %) (1832-
1880). This is about a girl Qiu Li-Yu (% § ) who suffered from leprosy and was ordered
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to marry in order to sell off the disease, but because she did not have the heart to marry the
young man to whom she was betrothed, she was cast out of the house by her father. She
became a beggar and was afforded shelter by a young man. She was finally cured by drinking
wine in which a snake was drowned. This story was made into a movie, (The Leper Girl /A
Miracle of Leprosy ) (/& - ), and was shown widely in Mainland in the 1940s, and also in
the 1980s in Taiwan.

The Chinese Mission to Lepers

The establishment of the Chinese Mission to Lepers (* %/ $7# ¢ ) was the result of
a visit from Mr. William M. Danner of the American Mission to Lepers.

At the end of 1925, William Danner, Secretary of the American Mission to Lepers, came
to the Republic of China (¥ # % &) and gave large-scale speeches in Shanghai (} /=),
Foochow (4% "), Nanking (= » ) and other places, which attracted the attention of public
opinion. This American mission had no independent program in China but planned to
cooperate with a Chinese mission, and made its program as effective and far reaching as
possible.

Addressing the leprosy concern in China, on 15 January 1926, Dr. Fong Foo-Sec (& & *9
# 1), of the Shanghai Rotary Club (_} /= # #;4+), called a meeting by inviting more than 20
celebrities from all walks of life in Shanghai to meet at the Young Men’s Christian Association
(YMCA). The agenda was to discuss whether China could organize such an organization
similar to the Leprosy Mission International to promote the development of leprosy concern
in China. The first motion put forward at the meeting was to “recommend a committee of
nine members, to consider in the long run, whether this new association should be affiliated
with the American Mission to Lepers, be one of the branches, or be an independent Chinese
mission.” Attending in this meeting, there were 5 current or future Shanghai Rotarians,
namely: Dr. Fong Foo-Sec, William Yinson Lee (% =~ i3 ), Percy Chu (4 & % ), Han Yu-Lin (i
3 m%), and Rev. Wu Ts-Chien (&% & %4 fF).

On January 18, the first committee meeting was held. Most members believed that
“this association will be founded by Chinese people, and those who benefit from it are also
our compatriots. Certainly, the association must be in-charged by Chinese in order to win
the sympathy and support of the Chinese public.” Proposed by William Yinson Lee,
seconded by Wang Chi-Ren (2 % i=), and unanimously approved, name of the organization
was decided as “The Chinese Mission to Lepers ¢ &k #t/# ¢ 7. Former diplomat Tang
Shao-Yi (# % %) was elected as the Honorary President, the 3 honorary vice-presidents
elected were: Admiral Sah Chen-Ping (jg4i/k /4 & + #-) from Foochow (Fuzhou) (%), Dr.
Goh Lean-Tuck (i7:# 4¢ "?’} g1 1), M.D,, from Harbin (¥ f /%), and William M. Danner from
the American Mission to Lepers. Officers elected to serve the Mission were: President--
William Yinson Lee; Vice Presidents--Dr. Fong Foo-Sec, Dr. Edward S. Tyau (> 4% At
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1), M.D.; Treasurer--Han Yu-Lin; Honorary Medical Advisor—Dr. Henry Fowler (i % i= %
4 ), British missionary; and Secretary--Rev. Wu Ts-Chien. Hence, the “Chinese Mission to
Lepers” was officially established.
Motto

The Chinese Mission to Lepers had adopted its motto as: “Ridding China to Leprosy”
Aims

The aims of the Mission may be summarized as follows:

1. To give medical advice and treatment to patients suffering from leprosy.

2. To direct such patients where to go to secure the best possible results.
3. To publish literature on leprosy for the enlightenment of the public.
4. To advocate scientific methods in combating the scourge of leprosy throughout China.

5. To supply and distribute the chaulmoogra oils and their derivatives and other drugs

used in the treatment of leprosy.
6. To give financial aid to existing leprosaria and assist in the erection of new ones.
7. To secure Government co-operation and legislation in the campaign against leprosy.

8. To uplift the moral and spiritual life of the lepers by reaching the Christian Gospel to

them.

Organization

With its headquarters in Shanghai, the Mission had its auxiliaries in the British Crown
Colony Hong Kong (4 i# ), Foochow (Fuzhou) (4% "), Amoy (Xiamen) (& f*) and Nanchang
(# &). Itwas proposed to have branches located in all big cities throughout the country.
Activities
1. Educational Propaganda

(a) The Leper Quarterly, which was the official organ of the Mission with a circulation of
4,000 copies. It went into the libraries of schools, churches, hospitals, Y.M.C.A. and

government offices.

(b) Publication of pamphlets for free distribution: Leprosy; Why Do We Want to Help the
Lepers?; What We Ought to Know About Leprosy; Leprosy and Sin; Starting Life
Afresh (English); Wilbur and Pete (English & Chinese)

(c) Visits of Secretary---Wherever he went, the Secretary organized speaking campaign to

promote and stimulate the interest in modern leper relief.

2. Promoting and assisting leper hospitals and dispensaries
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5.

As aresult of the Secretary’s visits, financial drives were being made at Nanchang and
Amoy for building modern leper hospitals, each having already secured the necessary land.
The Mission itself was making an appropriation of $5,000 to Nanchang and had promised
$2,000 to Pak Hoi (Bethat) (# /4 ) where a new leprosarium was being erected.

Supplying Chaulmoogra Oils and their Derivatives and Other Drugs for the Treatment of
Leprosy

Except those assisted in this direction by the Leprosy Mission International, the Chinese
Mission to Lepers was prepared to supply drugs to every hospital and individual doctor

giving systematic treatment to lepers on modern lines.
The Hongkew General Dispensary, Shanghai

This Hongkew (Hongkou) (4 v ) dispensary was started some years ago by Dr.
Elizabeth Shapleigh, and a good deal of work for Shanghai lepers was conducted there
with the financial assistance of the Mission. Since Dr. Shapleigh’s death the Mission had
taken over the work of the dispensary at an annual cost of $3,000. The resident
physician, Dr. F. Y. Pan, M.D., held a special leper clinic on at least two afternoons a week
with an attendance of about 50 lepers.

Activities amongst Chinese Settlers in the South Sea Islands

Through the work of the Field Secretary, Mr. T. H. Lee, great interest had been
created among the overseas Chinese on the problem of ridding China of leprosy.
Committees to raise funds had been formed in Singapore, Java, Kuala Lumpur and other

places.

Special Immediate Objectives

In addition to the general objects and work of the Mission as outlined above, the

following immediate objectives were being sought:-

1.

2.

The calling of a National Leper Conference.
The organization of a National Leprosy Council.
The enactment of Leprosy Laws.

The opening of leper clinics in cities and rural areas in all districts where leprosy was

prevalent.

The establishment of a modern leprosarium in each of the provinces where leprosy was

endemic.



About the Rotarians

(1) William Yinson Lee (% =~ %), Australian Chinese, was elected an Active Member of the
Rotary Club of Shanghai on 20 September 1924 when he was the Sales Advisor of Cathay
Motors, Ltd., with his classification held as “Automobile Industry--Trucks Distributing”.
Yinson had served the Club in various positions: Director 1926-1930; Bursary & Prizes

Committee Chair 1928; Program Chair 1934-1935.

(2) Dr. Fong Foo-Sec (&% % *91& +.), HonLLD (Pomona), MEd (Columbia), MA (Columbia),
BLitt (UC Berkeley) (1869-1938), a Guangdong native, joined the Shanghai Rotary Club
on 4 April 1922 (Classification: Books Publishing), was the first Chinese who served as a
director of Rotary International in 1933-1934, but very exceptionally not a past district
governor. Other than that, Fong held a smart record of services to Rotary as the
Shanghai Rotary Club President in 1931-1932; China’s representative to the first Council
on Legislation in 1934; Rotary International District 81 Governor in 1936-1937; District
96-97-98 Governor in 1937-1938; and finally, District 97-98 Governor on 1 July 1938 until
3 October 1938 when he passed away in office after two months of illness.

(3) Percy Chu (4 % % ) was elected an Active Member of the Shanghai Rotary Club on 24
August 1926 when he was the manager of the Joint Reserve Board, Shanghai Bankers

(1324

Association, holding the classification as “”Finance—Reserve Banking”. Percy served the
Club as President in 1934-1935. Prior to that, he was a Director from 1928 to 1935;
Treasurer from 1928 to 1933; Finance Committee Chair from 1931 to 1933. Percy Chu

was a guest speaker at the 1994 Taipei Rotary International Convention.

(4) Han Yu-Lin (§% 2 &%) joined the Rotary Club of Shanghai in 1923 as an Active Member for
the next 3 years. He was the Founder and General Manager of the National Transport

Company, and was also a director of St. Luke’s Hospital (F i= 5]35 f+), Shanghai.

(5)Rev. Wu Ts-Chien (4% & %-3cf¥), a pastor of the Baptist Church and formerly a professor
briefly in the University of Shanghai (/% /= = ¥ ) and Fudan University (42 = * &),
respectively, he served the Chinese Mission to Lepers as Secretary since 1926 before he
joined the Rotary Club of Shanghai in 1931. In 1948, Wu became a charter member of
the Shanghai West Rotary Club (i & 4+ #4+). Rev. T. C. Wu was the uncle (i© <) of Dr.
Raymond Wu (&8 ‘& # %5 4 ), President 1980-1981 of the Kowloon West Rotary Club (4 =
7 % 4 #54+), Hong Kong.

Sy
Proudto be (DZDE‘ a Rotarian
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7% 2 & Han Yu-Lin 5583 24 f7 Rev. Wu Ts-Chien
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The Chinese movie (The Leper Girl / A Miracle of Leprosy )
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Leprosy patients waiting for treatment at one of the leper hospitals



1931 & 5 9 7 EPA G §EF G () BHEET FREL (S RAELR F Pl FrpEp
i EERAL(ZZ) FH
May 1931 — The Chinese Mission to Lepers receives the visit of Dr. W. Wade (L3), Director of Pathology,
Leper Hospital of The Philippines, by President William Yinson Lee (R3) and Vice President Dr. Edward S.
Tyau, M.D. (L2).
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1931 # 57 —g£FRE(VIRREEZ FRIEL (L~ IRFELFFHPh FRHFDFL TERLEL(Z-)
LB F ARG L AT AR R E DTS 5
May 1931 — Dr. W. Wade (L1), Director of Pathology, Leper Hospital of The Philippines, visits the Shanghat
Hongkew Clinic for Skin Disease of The Chinese Mission to Lepers, accompanied by President William
Yinson Lee (middle) and Vice President Dr. Edward S. Tyau, M.D. (R1).
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