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Educator & Metallurgist Schuhua Hu
Chungking Rotary Club — Charter Member 1937

By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#=c2) (Rotary China Historian)
15 March 2015

Schuhua Hu (#* & #) (24 December 1886 — 17 June 1968), metallurgist, was one of the 30
charter members of the Chungking Rotary Club ( £ & # # 4+) formed in the Province of
Szechuan, Republic of China (¥ # % Bz "' 4 ), when he was the Chancellor of the University of
Chungking (£ & + %) holding the classification of “Education-University”.

The Rotary Club of Chungking was sponsored by the Rotary Club of Hankow (j# © #* #4+).
The first organization meeting was held on 3 June 1937 at the Sullivans Restaurant. The Club
was admitted to Rotary International on 18 November 1937 with Charter #4471. Hence, the Club
became the new member of the 97th District of Rotary International of which was compiled with
the Chinese provinces of Kiangsu (Jiangsu)ix g % , Chekiang (Zhejiang)#ri %% , Anhwei (Anhut)
% j#c’8 , Hupei (Hubei)# #* % , Szechwan (Sichuan)= ' %4 , Kiangsi (Jiangxi);x & 4 , and Hunan
# % 4. Regrettably, the Rotary Club of Chungking was terminated on 21 December 1950 soon
after the outbreak of the Korean War, when the People’s Republic of China and the United States

plus Allies were in hostility.
Sy
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Schuhua Hu was a metallurgist, politician and educator. He was a member of the 2nd, 3rd,
4th National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference.

Hu was born into a family of teachers in Chengguan Town of You County, Hunan Province
of the Ch’ing Empire (~ i B/# 3 4 7%t M 42) on 24 December 1886. He attended Changsha
Mingde School in 1903.

In 1907, he was accepted to the Imperial University of Peking (3 {* ~ 5 %) (now Peking
University # % +~ %) and graduated in 1911, where he majored in German language. After
college, he taught at Hunan Higher Normal School (# & % % {7 # % 1&) and Changsha Mingde
School (£ ) P 1¢. % #&). In 1903 by study grants from the Imperial Government, Hu went to the
German Confederation and Empire to study at the Technische Hochschule in Berlin-
Charlottenburg with the “Diplom-Ingenieur” (Engineer’s Diploma) in metallurgy. According to
the European academic standard in those years, award of such “diploma” was equivalent to a
“doctorate degree”. After the graduation, Hu Schuhua was an assistant engineer for one year in
the Krupp Steel Works in the City of Essen, Germany.

Hu returned to the Republic of China in 1922. The next year he served as a professor at the
Hunan Public Technical College. In 1924, he was appointed Director of General Affairs and
Professor, concurrently the Acting President, at the National Wuchang University (& = # & *

#)in Wuchang (7 & ).

Hu’s career path was moved on gradually in various positions: 1925 -- Commissioner of
Education of Kiangsu and concurrently Director of the Kiangsu Provincial Library; 1926--
Director of the Preparatory Bureau for the Organization of the Shanghai Steel Works of the
Ministry of War; 1927--Director of the Hanyang Arsenal; 1928--Director and Expert Inspector
in the Farmers Department of the Ministry of Agriculture and Mining, and Director of the
Liehshan Coal Mining Administration in Anhwei (<% #%); Director of the Shanghai Steel Works
of the Ministry of War; Delegate to the Second National Educational Conference and the First
Industrial and Commercial Conference, serving at the latter conference as one of the chairmen;
May 1931--A delegate from Shanghai to the National People’s Convention (R 2 ¢ 3%).

In June 1929, Hu served as president of the National Tongji University (& = F &=~ §).
Inaugurated in 1907 as the Deutsche Medizinschule fiir Chinesen (German Medical School for
the Chinese 1g, © FEA ), the National Tongji University was transformed into a comprehensive
university in Shanghai at that time.

Around 1931 to 1932 Hu held the position of a vice president of the Chinese Institute of
Engineers.

In 1932, Hu moved his career and served again at the Hunan Province University (4 = # =
+ &) as the president. He wrote the lyrics of Hunan University Song in 1933.

Hu took up the post of Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Chinese Institute of
Engineers between 1932 and 1933.



In August 1935, he served as Chancellor of Chungking University, and held that office until
July 1938. He wrote the lyrics of Chungking University Song in 1936.

In November 1939, he was appointed president of the National Northwest University (& =
& # + &), and served until February 1941.

Hu served as president of the National Hunan University (& > # % < ¥ ) from September
1940 to August 1943, and again February 1945 to June 1949.

After the establishment of the People’s Republic of China on 1 October 1949, Hu became a
professor at the Beijing Industrial Institute of Steel and Iron (#* » 4% 451 % 5§ 1%).

During the Cultural Revolution, Hu suffered political persecution and experienced
mistreatment by the Red Guards. He died in Beijing, on 17 June 1968, at his age of 82.

Hu was author of several books in Chinese on the Metallurgy of Iron and Steel and author
one on Metallurgical Engineering, both published by the Commercial Press.
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A hand-written letter by Schuhua Hu when he was president of Hunan Province University.
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FPREZET G He A EREFTI -
A hand-written letter by Schuhua Hu when he was president of Hunan Province University.

HRELTR e A FREBEG R F -
An appointment letter to a professor by Schuhua Hu when he was president of National Hunan University.
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