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This is the cover of the April 1952 Issue of《The Rotarian》magazine, and this was the first 

time the beautiful Victoria Harbour scene used on the cover of this global magazine with pictorial 
story telling Rotarians world-wide how the then British Crown Colony Hong Kong was 
recovering from the hard time of 3 years and 8 months during the Pacific War (1941-1945).  The 
story also tells the effort and leadership of Dr. Arthur W. Woo (胡惠德醫生), O.B.E., J.P., on 

leading the Rotary Club of Hong Kong (香港扶輪社) to be re-admitted in 1946 to the membership 

of Rotary International (R.I.); the development of Rotary in Kowloon Peninsular and their 
service projects.  The entire article is affixed herewith on Pages 3-6. 

Some vital information about the Rotary World in that month:  There were 7,447 clubs and 
an estimated 353,000 Rotarians.  New and re-admitted clubs since 1 July 1951 was total 114.  
Rotary Clubs in the British Crown Colony Hong Kong, Portuguese Territory Macao, and the 
Republic of China (in Taiwan) were non-districted.  These clubs were supervised alternatively 
until 1960 by R.I. Administrative Advisor(s) for China, Dr. Chengting T. Wang (王正廷博士), 

former R.I. 2nd Vice President, and George E. Marden (馬頓), Past R.I. Director.  Both of these 

two former Shanghai Rotarians were Active Members of Hong Kong Rotary Club then. 

In the last page of the story, there mentioned the Hong Kong Rotary Club proposed to 
establish a permanent camp for poor children on Ma Wan Island (馬灣島).  The project was 

actualized by the Club in acquiring a piece of land at the Silvermine Bay of the Lantau Island (大

嶼山銀礦灣), and built in 1953 a permanent holiday camp for refugee kids.  The camp is still 

existing, but is currently run by the Hong Kong Playground Association and is named Silvermine 
Bay Outdoor Recreation Camp (香港遊樂場協會銀礦灣戶外康樂營) with the Hong Kong Jockey 

Club Charities Trust (香港賽馬會慈善信託基金) funded a major refurbishment of the facilities in 

2014/15. 

https://books.google.com.hk/books?id=nEYEAAAAMBAJ&printsec=frontcover&hl=zh-TW
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About Dr. Arthur W. Woo 

 

Dr. Arthur W. Woo (胡惠德醫生), OBE, CStJ, FRCS, MBBS, MRCS, LRCP, JP (1888-1964) was a 

medical missionary of obstetrician and gynecologist.  He was a charter member in 1930 of the Hong Kong 
Rotary Club and served as its President in 1940-1941, and who rejuvenated the broken Club after the 
victory of the Pacific War (a chapter of the World War II) in 1945. 

Woo was an ethnic Cantonese born in the British Crown Colony Hong Kong.  His father was Dr. U I-
Kai (胡爾楷醫生), and his younger sister was Catherine F. Woo (胡素貞博士), MBE, PhD, JP, principal in 

1916-1952 of St. Paul’s Girls’ School (聖保羅女書院). 

Following graduation from Diocesan Boys’ School (拔萃男書院), Woo studied Latin and French in 

England.  He was trained and qualified at Middlesex Hospital in 1913, and obtained Licentiate of the 
Royal College of Physicians (LRCP), Membership of the Royal College of Surgeons, Great Britain (MRCS) 
in the same year.  In 1916, Woo was conferred double Bachelor’s degrees in Medicine and Surgery (M.B., 
B.S.) by the University of London.  He was Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons (FRCS) (England) in 
1949, and Honorary Fellow of the International College of Surgeons (FICS). 

During the First World War (1914-1918), Woo served at The Military Hospital and several other 
hospitals in Great Britain, followed by studies in New York and Baltimore under a Rockefeller Foundation 
scholarship, including training at the Johns Hopkins University Hospital in the United States.  Then he 
returned to China and became the First Assistant to Professor J. Preston Maxwell, Department of 
Gynecology & Obstetrics, Peking Union Medical College (北京協和醫學院) in 1923; Medical Advisor to 

the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Transportation, Republic of China; Personal physician to the 
Republican China’s Grand President Li Yuan-Hong (中華民國大總統黎元洪).  Woo was decorated the 

Order of Golden Grain, 5th Class (五等嘉禾勳章). 

Woo registered to practice in Hong Kong since May 1919.  He returned from Peking in 1925.  Other 
than private practice, he was Lecturer and Internal Examiner of Hong Kong University (香港大學); 

Medical Superintendent (and owner) of Babington Hospital (惠德頤養院); President 1924-1925 Hong 

Kong Chinese Medical Association (香港中華醫學會); President 1928, China Medical Association (中國

博醫會); Y’s Men’s Club (香港國際聯青社) President 1935-1936, and Governor 1936 of South China 

District; Founder & Chairman 1937, The Hong Kong International Medical Relief Society; Director since 
1952, Hong Kong St. John’s Ambulance Association (香港聖約翰救傷會). 

Woo was decorated by King George V, United Kingdom, the Silver Jubilee Medal in 1935; and was 
decorated again the British Realm of the Venerable Order of the Hospital of Saint John of Jerusalem, 
Associate Serving Brother in 1938 / Commander in 1949.  He was appointed by the Hong Kong Governor 
an Unofficial Justice of Peace for Hong Kong (香港非官守太平紳士) in 1938.  On 10 June 1954, Woo was 

decorated by Queen Elizabeth II, United Kingdom, Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British 
Empire (O.B.E.).   

http://www.google.com.hk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiV2dmPlO3hAhXr-GEKHWYpCbEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://memory.library.sh.cn/node/41281&psig=AOvVaw1ORf1PrlOR66V7rQVTsq3Q&ust=1556347324649722
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