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Rotary International Presidential Themes

By Herbert K. Lau (#%]#x]=2) (Rotary China Historian)
1 July 2017

Each January, as Rotary district governors-elect convene at the International Assembly for training and fellowship,

they can be certain of two things: a lot of take-home reading and the announcement of a new presidential theme.

The tradition of crafting a theme is credited to 1949-50 Rotary International President Percy C. Hodgson, who
outlined a list of four objectives for his term in office. Though Hodgson’s 83-word proclamation ran substantially
longer than today’s shorter, punchier themes, Rotarians’ desire to celebrate and support their president’s annual
program of service has remained the same. But it was 1953-54 President Joaquin Serratosa Cibils who had the idea to
distill his emphasis for the year down to a single, easily remembered theme: “Rotary is Hope in Action”. President A.

Z. Baker followed Cibils’ lead in 1955-56 with “Develop Our Resources”.

In 1957-58, President Charles G. Tennent urged Rotarians to “Enlist — Extend — Explore — Serve”.  Since that time,
each president has issued a theme for his Rotary year. The shortest theme was in 1961-62 when Joseph Abey selected
“Act.” Certainly one of the more memorable themes was unveiled by 1963-64 President Carl P. Miller: “Meeting
Rotary’s Challenge in the Space Age”. In 2005-06, President Carl-Wilhelm Stenhammar borrowed the motto “Service

Above Self” as his theme to kick-off a new century of Rotary service.

In the decades that followed, Rotary International presidents introduced theme logos. Many have incorporated
the theme for the year on lapel pins, blazer pocket badges, ties, and scarves. Theme ties were introduced in the 1990s,
and are now given out yearly. The first scarves showing the presidential theme were designed by 1998-99 President

James L. Lacy and his wife, Claudine, “Follow Your Rotary Dream”.

Each Theme is intended to generate excitement and serve as a rally call. According to the Manual of Procedure,
the theme “is of paramount importance to the implementation of service throughout the Rotary Year.” Past Rotary
International President Cliff Dochterman, a student of Rotary history, noted that each incoming president must consider

a fairly complex set of factors in developing a theme. A successful theme, he said, should:

¢ Demonstrate the personality, character, and vision of the president.

e Have enough substance to remain meaningful and relevant for an entire year.

e Bereasonably easy to translate and have a clear meaning in multiple languages.
¢ Avoid idioms belonging to a specific culture or nationality.

e Lend itself to speeches, promotional materials, and discussions.

e Stand on its own without the need for explanation or clarification.

“Frequently, presidents-elect may consider three or four themes before making a decision,” Dochterman said, citing
as an example his somewhat bumpy start on the road that eventually led him to “Real Happiness is Helping Others” for
1992-93, “I recall that I had about eight different themes sent to 30 of my Rotary friends around the world and asked

for their rating.”
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1953~54 | Joaquin Serratosa Ciblis L BN 0 TR MED G ha.ve, the
#3810 & A #8140 gg | more friends we have; and
49 B HEAE (FHE) i o more friends, the greater our
opportunities for service.
1.Review our past record and
cons-tructively prepare for the
future;
2.Seek to increase our
1. BT membership so that Rotary
2. REDZEHKH may be shared by as many as
~ 3. ERNAZR possible;
1954~55 | yawvart J. Taylor " ?iﬁ%ﬁﬁ%%’)‘fﬁ 3.Strive to apply the Four Way
50 A% | =#(xE) s "’ Tests in personal lives;
4.Try to set salutary examples
5. SENIERRFE R R to juniors and minors;
6. @5t EMEZR | 5.Endeavor to promote
R international friendship on all
occasions;
6.Take pains to be good and
loyal citizens.
Develop Our Resources
R MNEIRIE ! 1.By Making More Rotarians.
1. BEREZ RS | 2.By Putting Rotary to work
1955~56 7. Baker 2. SEF RO RS wher_e_we work. _
51 iEE | EE(RE) |3 EBRERHE | o ooy nou
4. RERR AR AR 4.By Cultivating
5. BISRIEESVE Understanding.
5.By Insuring the Future.
1. IR R .
1956~57 _ 1.Keep Rotary _slmple. _
Gian P. Lang 2. BRI REE SR 2.More Rotary in Rotarians.
52 @5 | BB (BAH) b 3.Learn More About Each
3. EEEZHE Other.
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1957~58 | charles G. Tenent | 2. §giE 2.Extend
53 iEGE | RO (2E) |35% 3.Explore
4. BRFE 4.Serve
TRENERRIS R
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—~ . 2 A= .Dare to Face the Presen
1958~-59 CI-[f‘f-?rd A. Randall 3 ?ﬁ;ﬁﬁg:ﬁg?ﬂ'\] 2.Share the Object of Rotary
54 iE g | BER(XE) ‘ Py 3.Find Your Personal Path to
Peace
4. ;ﬁgﬁmﬂ%ﬁz 4.Strengthen our Heritage
- 1. 5& itali
1959~60 | Harod T. Thomas 5 Sztau ;.\Pntahze! el
s - . .Personalize!
55 IETE | BHH (aEw) 3. BIERETER 3.Build Bridges of Friendship!
1960~61 | 5 Edd Mclauglin | 1. fRE2#kE- RIRIE! | 1.You are rotary - express it!
56 @E B (£E) |2 (K- AL | 2.You are rotary - expand it!
_ 1. 8 H{78E 1.Aim for Action.
Heletl=o Joseph A. Abey |, wimsazesss 2.Communicate for
57 & ¥ H (Z8 o= Understanding.
B S ) 3 RREE 3.Test for Leadership.
L1 IARERIDRINTE 1.Kindle the Spark Within
1962~63 Nitish C. Laharry |2. #IRETE 2.Discover yourself
58 @E BT (ENE) 3. &EHE 3.Develop your power
4 RigEE 4.Demonstrate your purpose
106364 Carl P. Miller B AT I\S/Isae;nggl;{otry's Challenge in the
. B - BH L 1[3]‘)}29151)\ 1.Person to Person
59 iEfF (2m) 2. ##t 2.Club To Club
= 3. == 3.District to District
Let Us Live Rot
HE A = by sharing Rofary
1964~65 | Charles W. Pettengill ERBBMEKBR - B | —inevery business
3B it I 3t 2 relationship
5 FiEH (2E) ARBEHEECA — through your community
60 iEF B EBEMOER | eagership
BiRE D ZHkER — through our world
fellowship
1965~66 | ¢ p H. Teenstra ; ;;{i L gt
3 H (75 o 2.Consolidation
61 }EE TER (+H) 3. K58 3.Continuity
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A Better World Through Rotary

1.Share Rotary by adding new
members :

2.Share Rotary by adding new
clubs:

3.Enjoy Rotary fellowship:

4.Discover and serve the needs
of your community:

1966~67 | Richard L. Evans SRR 5.Make your business or
5 FE - Fxt _ rofession better:
62ETF | T pg) |5 MEEAGRIME oo youn
6. HEDERES 7.Pursue effective public
7. HEBNAILIHREEE | relation:
8. kIR BRIt 8.E]:n':\f)hasize the internationality
9 % e of Rotary
g‘ﬁ*ﬁgﬁzgﬁﬁk 9.Engage in World Community
10. BIHFHEBRE | senvice:
10.Contribute to The Rotary
Foundation:
Make your Rotary membership
effective
BRI ER T EE 1.(R3e: personally | involved in
- Ay =] @y
= Luther H. Hodges L Eﬁﬁﬁiﬁf% EE 2.Exercise leadership by being
; 1967~68 e . mEt+ 2. IERBITREME | successful in your own
s ‘1 63 AL S LEHIRRINERE business or profession.
!% (%El) 3. BEExRERN A | 3.Beloyal Fo your own
4. TREEMEEAR community and nation and‘
P serve them wherever possible.
s 4.Keep informed and develop an
understanding of the problems
of peoples of other nations.
Participate!
BEEH1T » EREKER | 1.Participate --- in your club.
1968~69 | Kiyoshi Togasaki |1 EHBL Z'SEEC'"&‘Q ++ through your
s HISE (G4 2. TE{RARESE £ . .
64 B R (A7) o, MR HHE N T e 3.Participate --- in building your
@ EEEAANT community.
4. TEEIRFE R b 4 Participate through
international contacts.
1969~70 James F. Conway
. BNt - BE | BREER Review and Renew
E3
65 EE (£H)
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1970~71 William E. Walk | AEEARFEE " between people
66 ‘EJ_/EE BR - ®R |, E R E YRR — between nations
= (=Bl ) 3. \NEBIFAEIELy | — between man and his
=] environment
N ,
1971~72 | Ernst G. Breitholtz Riﬁzﬁi ks Good Will begins With you
B - e RUEREn{RRI Let it radiate into
67 i@ﬂi ’ (BpEn BERANZAE All parts of life
M ETEATRHE Let it encircle the globe
1972~73 Roy D. Hickman
5 BE - WS |FH2-MER Let's Take A New Look!
68 ELF ,
(%H)
1973~74 William C. Carter
N B - R | AETH ATime for Action
69 IHLE | (mm
RE )
1974~75 | William Robbins
N B - EBEHr |ERKRES Renew the Spirit of Rotary
T0EF | T zm)
1975~76 | Emesto Imbassahy
71 85 E?ﬂ%%ﬂ;l;gﬁmi HENEDR To Dignify The Human Being
1976~77 Robert A.
Manchester I 5 " " Ay
"RREE . RIS SERVICE" | bel Rot
72 {EEE | Bans 'iﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ:ﬂi BR#% . BEHKER elieve in Rotary
(%)
1977~78 W. Jack Davis
5 #i5e - g | AEASNETRYE Serve To Unite Mankind
73 BE ,
(BFE)
1978~79 Clem Renouf
N SR - BME |ECEA "Reach Out---"
TATETE T (m)
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1979780 NERET L. 85 | HBRE LetS Light the Wi
N INEWBER L. fES | L et Service Light the Way
TSHEF  (am)
1980~81 Rolf J. Klarich
. BEKx - =5l | KEERE "Take Time To Serve"
76 AL
(588)
1981~82 |Stanley E. McCaffrey ) World Und din & P
S e R - wEME EsERAR o e
(=E)

— Hiroji Mukasa =
1982~83 e X F—%-@ame WANKINDIS ONE -Build
. MER A ' Bridges of Friendship

78 B (B%) TREIIER Throughout the World
1983~84 | William E. Skelton
. BE - EEE DEHG- IRIEAEF Share Rotary --- Serve people
79 ESF
(%E)
1984~85 Carlos Canseco .
KIS - EEFIT SRR 5 Dlscgver a New World of
80 i@ﬂz # ('gﬁgi Service
1985~86 | Edward F. Cadman
. fEE BRI — R You Are The Key
81 @A .
(E)
1986~87 M.A.T. Caparas
82 ‘Efﬁ % KRIRERAEE Rotary Brings Hope
L (RE)

_ Charles C.Keller = ROTARIANS-UNITED
1987788 | " . my | ZEHBR-BARE- | |\croyice DEDICATED TO
83 iALE (28) RS PEACE

= H.R Abb
1988~89 E}g?i'c? ‘_,ﬁliy IRMRAVAE AR T JIB48 $5| PUT LIFE INTO ROTARY
84i@ASE | (%”ﬂ‘l‘lf P -YOUR LIFE
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1989~90 Hugh M. Archer
5 XA EL73 ] ENJOY ROTARY
85T | (gm
1990~91 Pa{;lé\/.. ;Jgﬁ(;;—ta BUS D E2#GH » ShI5HK Honor Rotary With Faith And
86 @E L @ v @ Enthusiasm
)
1991~92 Rajendra K.
Beyend . Saboo BUERChRE Look Beyond Yourself
| 87 HF | ppam - mm
- (ENE)
Clifford L.
1992~93 Dochterman PNEL Real Happiness is Helping
88 iEgE | =G - RS Others
(5EE)
_ Robert R. Barth
1993~94 By - @ | SERFTEGS - IRFI{S BELIEVE IN WHAT YOU DO,
89 @E " ( Bt )' ) DO WHAT YOU BELIEVE IN
1994~95 Bill Huntley
AL LE - BT AR Be a Friend
90 t = o
(3&E)
= Herbert G. Brown
1995,;'2 P — LB AR ITED - LAE Il Act with Integrity Serve with
91 t . RERFE » BT TEERE | Love Work for Peace
(RE) =
- Luis Vicente Gia
1996~97 . . y AT EE[E SRR &SRR | Build The Future With Action
92 i@fﬁ ﬁ%%i( Iﬂﬁfﬂiﬁ ?@]ﬁ And Vision
1997~98 | Glen W. Kinross | RIRHXERAIRAIR Show Rotary Cares
5 B - SEE | BIRIKE - BEMIY | For Your Community For Your
93 @ﬂs (M) HER « B AL World Its People
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1998~99 James L. Lacy
N Bl - Bt | ERMNKREE Follow Your Rotary Dream
94 jELF
(<&l )
1999~00 Carlo Rariazza | k& 2000 £ : ROTARY 2000:
. K& - BB | 515 - 557 - 5488 | Actwith Consistency
95 L@E (&AF) 58 Credibility » Continuity.
2000~01 Frank J. Devlyn
. — s  ITEYS CREATE AWARENESS TAKE
96 @ E ,fﬁﬁ(ﬁgﬁi;ﬁz {BXERAE - FRENTTEN ACTION
Richard D. King
2001~02
ms - 2@ BHAERREnER 00O
97 ETF | (za)
2002~03 Bhichai Rattakul
98 'Eﬂf PB4 BHEEBONET SHOW THE SEEDS OF LOVE
Ad (%=E)
2003-04 Jonathan B. Majiyagbe
- E&EEH fBHEF Lend a Hand
99 T | (mpwum)
2004-05 Glenn E. Estees Sr.
100 i@ XL Bk Celebrate ROTARY
= (£H)
2005-06 Carl-Wilhelm
101 3B Stenhammar | EBFARE Service Above Self
RS yEEE ()
2006-07 | wiliamB.Boyd |
1 02 @E E%% 'H?EEEU;E Lead The Way
(#R7ERR)
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2007-08 |Wilfrid. J. Wilkinson
. bifod B®A= Rotary Shares
i
103 B (BNEKX)
2008-09 Dong Kurn Lee
N ZehHE EEEME Make Dreams Real
104385 (gm)
2009-10 John Kenny The future of Rotar
y
. wa - ERE | RREARRERNFE | S\ oUR HANDS |
105 B (3=E)
2010-11 ;{;;Qin.gi;;g TSN EEEHR Bu.ildi.ng Communities
106 @E 2 Bridging Continents
(=E)
- Kalyan Banerjee -
201]: 12 y ETL ! NEREGERT Reach Wlthln to Embrace
107 @E () Humanity
= Tanaka Sakuji
2012-13 ar;;ﬂz; W PARRFERERNTF Peace through Service
108 A (B7F)
- Ron D. Burton
201% 14 BE - aRE SHIHkER - & A% | Engage Rotary Change Lives
109 JAF| " pg,
2014-15 |Gary C.K. Huang
=EN JERER TR Light Up Rotary
110 IBF|
- K.R. Ravindran
201&? 16 Ecut BB IHFRAEY) | Be a gift to the world
T1TEF (o)
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