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The British Crown Colony Hong Kong received its first wave of Vietnamese refugees on 4 May 1975. 

Photo was taken by Dr. George Choa (蔡永善醫生), President 1971-1972 of the Rotary Club of Hong Kong.    
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Glossary 

(1) The 3-H Grants of The Rotary Foundation 

In 1978, The Rotary Foundation launched its most comprehensive humanitarian service 

activity with the Health, Hunger and Humanity Grants program.  The “3-H” Grants program was 

designed to undertake large-scale service projects beyond the capacity of individual Rotary clubs 

or groups of clubs. 

Since 1978, almost 290 3-H projects have been carried out in 75 countries, with an 

appropriation of more than US$74 million.  The objective of these projects was to improve health, 

alleviate hunger, and enhance human, cultural, and social development among peoples of the 

world.  The ultimate goal was to advance international understanding, goodwill, and peace.                                    

The first 3-H project was the immunization of six million children in The Philippines against 

polio, marking the birth of what we now know as the PolioPlus program.  As 3-H progressed, 

new projects, including nutrition programs, vocational education initiatives, food production 

enhancement, and polio victim rehabilitation, were carried out to help people in developing 

areas of the world.  All 3-H projects were supported by the voluntary contributions of Rotarians 

through The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International. 

As of 1 July 2009, the Rotary Foundation ceased to award 3-H Grants, with the exception of 

projects being developed to support water and sanitation projects in Ghana, The Philippines, 

and the Dominican Republic. 

 

(2) Vietnamese War Refugees in Hong Kong 

After the Vietnam War ended in April 1975 with the Fall of Saigon, North Vietnam reunited 

the northern and southern halves of the country, many people began to flee out of fear of the new 

Communist Government.  Many refugees headed by boat to nearby countries, initially Singapore, 

Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, and the British Crown Colony Hong Kong.  Many Southeast Asian 

nations had repulsed “boat people”, but Hong Kong was one city that had kept the door open.  

Hong Kong received its first wave of Vietnamese refugees on 4 May 1975.  The result, as Hong 

Kong Rotarians said, was inhuman over-crowding in one of the world’s most heavily populated 

cities.  Rotarians were working hard, though, to relieve the situation.  Hong Kong Rotarians, in 

co-operation with the Government and other local service organizations, had prepared a film 

and an illustrated booklet explaining the plight of Indochina’s refugees and Hong Kong’s efforts 

to relieve the situation.  The film and literature were distributed among the service organizations 

in the United States, stirring support for efforts to resettle the thousands of homeless refugees.  

Hong Kong had been one of the central disembarkation ports for Indochinese “boat people” in 

search of an open port and new home.  The result was over-crowded camps filled with sickness, 

hunger, and misery. 

Backed by a humanitarian policy of the Colonial Hong Kong Government, and under the 

auspices of the United Nations, some Vietnamese were permitted to settle in Hong Kong.  The 

illegal entry of Vietnamese refugees was a problem which plagued the Government of Hong Kong 

for 25 years.  About 15 refugee camps were set up in various locations to provide free shelter, 

food, medical services, educational classes, etc.  The problem was only resolved in 2000.  

Between 1975 and 1999, 143,700 Vietnamese refugees were resettled in other countries and more 

than 67,000 Vietnamese migrants were repatriated. 

 

This article was edited by Herbert K. Lau (劉敬恒) (Rotary China Historian) on 1 July 2014. 


