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Tientsin Rotarian Architect Kwan Sung-Sing
Nurtured and Financed 2 Olympic Games Medalists
By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#x]=2) (Rotary China Historian)
1 December 2016
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Architect & Athlete --- Kwan Sung-Sing

“He is a credit indeed to Andover and to M.I.T. In the field of architecture, I doubt if there are
many Tech men who have as interesting a record. I should say he is easily the outstanding
Chinese architect in his own country.” ~~ The Rev. Arthur G. Robinson (1884-1964), 1927

Kwan Sung-Sing (i g %), ethnic Cantonese, was a Charter Member of Tientsin Rotary Club
(= 2+ #%4+) on 10 May 1923 (Classification: Architect) (Nickname: “Steamship”), when he was
operating partnership architecture firm Kwan, Chu & Yang Architects (£ % 1 #2# ) at 11 Rue du
Maréchal Foch, Tientsin French Concession (today at No. 109-123, Binjiang Avenue, Heping
District, Tianjin). Kwan was the first Chinese student to receive a degree in architecture at The
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). Kwan and his firm designed 110 structures on the
China Mainland between 1920 and 1949, many of them still stand and are considered landmarks
of the Republican era (1912-1949). When residing in Taiwan since 1949, Kwan personally
nurtured and financed many track athletes, including the decathlete Yang Chuan-Kwang (5 i
R ) (Asian Games gold medalist in 1954 and 1958, Olympic silver medalist in 1960) and track &
field athlete Chi Cheng (& #z) (Olympic bronze medalist in 1968, and Asian Games gold medalist
in both 1966 and 1970, respectively).
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Son of an Imperial Physician

Kwan Sung-Sing was born on 29 August 1892 in Weihaiwei, Shantung (Shandong) Province
of the Ch’ing Empire (= 7# & & 4 = /4 ), the eldest son of an eminent physician, Dr. King Y.
Kwan (¥ # ¥ = ¥ ), Imperial medical officer to the Guangxu Emperor (£ % # + ) and Director
of the Peiyang Naval Hospital (# -k f* % s F). The family was of Cantonese origin, and
prominent Christians as well as supporters of Dr. Sun Yat-Sen (5% % ) in the Xinhai Revolution
(# 7 & &). Kwan was a student at the Imperial Medical College in Tientsin (Tianjin) (#* i*& ¥
# % ). Under the influence of revolutionaries, the young Kwan cut off his queue in defiance of
the Menchu rule and his father was thus compelled to send him abroad to escape punishment
and possible execution. With the aid of family friend Wu Ting-Fang (7 &%) (1842-1922)
(barrister and statesman), who served as Minister to the United States, Spain, and Peru from
1896 to 1902 and from 1907 to 1909, Kwan was taken to the United States in 1907.

Studying first at Dummer Academy in South Byfield, Massachusetts, Kwan matriculated at
Phillips Academy Andover (Class of 1912) in September 1908, in the Scientific Department, with
Headmaster Dr. Al Stearns serving as his guardian. He resided in the Churchill dormitory during
his three years at Andover. At Andover, Kwan excelled both in his studies and in athletics,
becoming a noted soccer player and track runner.

Unfortunately, before Kwan finished at Andover, in the summer of 1911 he was called home
by his mother’s illness. Nonetheless, Kwan maintained a lifelong relationship with the school
and his guardian Dr. Stearns. Stearns even hosted an engagement-announcement party for
Kwan while he was a student at The Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).

Back to the Republican China (¥ # =% R&), Kwan studied at St. John’s University in Shanghai
(1 7 F X3 ~ &) before gaining entry to Tsinghua Preparatory School (i# ## #2) in Peking,
where he continued to be an athletic star. Earning one of the prestigious Boxer Indemnity
Scholarships (& + p& 2 #% 5 £ ), Kwan returned to the United States in August 1914, sailing
together with other Indemnity Scholars. Kwan was not only an Indemnity Scholar, he also
helped facilitate the attendance of five junior scholars on the Indemnity Program at Phillips
Academy Andover, personally escorting them to his alma mater.

The Architect Student was an Athlete Star in College

Kwan was the first Chinese student to receive a degree in architecture at MIT. He was a
member of the Class of 1919, but received his Bachelor of Science Degree in Architecture in 1918.
Kwan then took some time to study municipal administration at Harvard University, Cambridge,
Massachusetts. As a student, Kwan engaged in numerous extracurricular activities and took
several leadership roles. He was a member of the Chinese Students’ Club, the Architectural
Society, the Architectural Engineering Society, the Cosmopolitan Club, and the Institute
Committee. Kwan served as Secretary of the Cosmopolitan Club in his sophomore year (1916),
and as President his junior year. He was also a member of the Frieze and Cornice Fraternity,
and a charter member of the FF Fraternity, the oldest Chinese fraternity in the United States.
Kwan was furthermore active in athletics and drama, making a name for himself especially in
the former. Kwan was renowned as a runner, joining both his Class Track and Relay Teams, and
the intercollegiate MIT Track and Relay Teams, and winning various races over the year. He
also won races representing “Technology” at meets held at the Chinese Students’ Alliance
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conferences. In 1917, Kwan had the honor of being among the “Wearers of the Numerals” in
track, and also a “Wearer of the Institute Insignia.” In 1919, Kwan was Captain of the Chinese
Soccer Team, which gained fame at MIT for its stellar record. Kwan was also a star in the theater,
taking the lead role in a student-written play, “The New Order Cometh.” With a plot revolving
around the theme of marriage reform in China, the play was performed at Stone Chapel at
Phillips Academy Andover during the 12th annual conference of the Eastern Section of the
Chinese Students’ Alliance in August 1916, and again at the 13th annual conference at Brown
University in Providence, Rhode Island in 1917.

The Eminent Architect in Greater China

After receiving his degree, Kwan held various internships at engineering firms in the United
States, then returned to China in 1920 to start the architectural design firm of Kwan, Chu & Yang
( gk?r 1 #% # ) with University of Pennsylvania architectural graduates Chu Pin (4 #2 1896-1971,
who later married Kwan’s younger sister May the same year) and Yang Ting-Pao (1 &% 1901-
1982) in his hometown of Tientsin. He was later joined by two other partners -- his fifth brother,
Case Western Reserve graduate Kwan Sung-Kin (# “f % 1900-1973) and University of Michigan
civil engineering graduate Young Qua-Ling (1§ % % 1891-1971, nephew of Francis Hawks Pott--
the longtime president of St John’s University in Shanghai; Young later joined the Shanghai
West Rotary Club /& & #* #4+ on 23 March 1949). Starting in Tientsin, the firm completed the
landmark Continental Bank building and the main factory of Pacific Alkali (leading chemical
firm with MIT connection) in 1921, the Chung Yuan Department Store building (the tallest
building in Northern China before the War) in 1927, and the Nankai University Library (% # =+

g B % 4) in 1928. Kwan, Chu & Yang quickly expanded to other cities in northern China such
as Peking, where they designed the Peking Union Medical College Hospital (#* . t={v ¥ %),
buildings on the Tsinghua campus, and the True Light Theatre, and Shenyang (;% 1), where they
were responsible for the city railway station and a Northeastern University (X # +~ #) dormitory.

By 1928, the firm was prosperous enough to erect its own office building in Tientsin (which still
stands) and was ranked as the top Chinese-owned architectural design firm in China.

In the late 1920s, Kwan returned to the United States to promote a new scheme in the service
of Architect to the Princess Der Ling (4 1% # ), a former Court Lady under the Empress Dowager
(#%4E~ %). Along with her American husband, Thaddeus C. White, Der Ling proposed to build
a large-scale replica of the Forbidden City in the United States (preferably Los Angeles), sited on
20 acres of land and surrounded by a replica of the Great Wall. As architect, Kwan personally
supervised the construction of elaborate models and drawings of the Forbidden City and other
famous examples of Chinese architecture for a touring exhibit aimed at promoting the project in
the United States — 13 crates in all. In this undertaking, Kwan again sought the help of Phillips
Academy Headmaster Al Stearns, writing him from the Los Angeles Biltmore on 20 December
1927 to announce his arrival in the United States and explain his undertaking. Kwan noted his
hope that the development would also contain a theater, hotel, auditorium, restaurant, museum,
and library in order to promote American understanding of Chinese culture as well as produce
revenue. Inviting Stearns to view the exhibit at the Los Angeles Biltmore, Kwan further promised
to visit him in Andover in January. In response, Stearns duly connected him with other Andover
Old Boys around the country. The principals connected with this project were the Princess Der
Ling, Thaddeus C. White, Kwan, and Arthur J. Burks. Unfortunately, the project never came to
fruition.



In September 1931, the Japanese occupied Manchuria, which caused a significant drop in
property development in northern China. In response, 4 of the 5 partners decided to move south,
with Kwan and Yang heading to Nanking and Chu and Young heading to Shanghai, while Kwan
Sung-Kin stayed in Tientsin. In Shanghai, business was booming in the 1930s, and the firm
designed the Sun Department Store building, the Shanghai Commercial & Savings Bank building
(U} 77 #%E % 42i7), and the Sun Yat-Sen Hospital. In Nanking, Kwan leveraged his government
connections to secure projects such as the Central Stadium (1933) and the Central Hospital (1934)
and also built the library of the University of Nanking ( £ # ~ %) (1937). When the Japanese
occupied Nanking in 1938, Kwan moved with the Nationalist regime to Chungking (Chongging)
(£ &) where he was responsible for the design of the Central Bank Building (1940).

In 1949, the partners of Kwan Chu & Yang split up, with Kwan heading to Taiwan (4 %),
Chu to the British Crown Colony Hong Kong (# R 7 % = 4 /&), while Yang and Young staying
in the Mainland. In total, Kwan, Chu & Yang designed 110 structures on the mainland between
1920 and 1949, many of them still stand and are considered landmarks of the Republican era
(1912-1949). (see photos on Pages 11-24)

In Taiwan, Kwan served as president of the Architects’ Association while Kwan, Chu & Yang
carried on for projects such as the Taipei Municipal Stadium, Provincial Stadium at Tai Chung,
the Taiwan Adventist Hospital, the Hu Shih Residence and a number of buildings at the
Academia Sinica.

The Protégé of 2 Olympic Medalists

However, it was his involvement in the athletic field during his Taiwan years which left a
mark. Kwan firmly believed that physical education was essential in a young person’s growth
and maturation, because through sports, young minds were given the opportunity to learn self-
discipline, endurance, courage, and fair-play — qualities that would serve them well throughout
their lives. With time, his passion for physical development and fitness became legendary. This
love of sports coupled with his patriotism led to his promotion of China in both the Asian and
Olympic Games. It was well known that he spared no personal expense in his search for, and
education and cultivation of talented athletes to represent China.

As the founding chairman of the Republic of China Track and Field Committee (¥ # % &=

/=% R ¢ ) (now Chinese Taipei Athletics Association ¢ # 4 # v jZ % ¢ ) in Taiwan, Kwan
personally nurtured and financed many track athletes, including the decathlete Yang Chuan-
Kwang (1§ @ & ) (Native name: Maysang Kalimud, 1933-2007) whom he encouraged and
financed to enroll at University of California Los Angeles (UCLA) to train under the renowned
coach, Ducky Drake. Yang won the Asian Games gold medals in both 1954 and 1958. A few
months before his untimely death, Kwan witnessed his protégé Yang win a silver medal in the
Decathlon at the 1960 Olympic Games in Rome. This was for the first time, a Chinese athlete
has won an Olympic medal. And this was only the beginning. Eight years later, Chi Cheng (i
#x), also a protégé of Kwan won the Olympic bronze medal in the 80-meter Hurdles in Mexico
City, Olympic Games 1968. Breaking world records several times in her career, Chi was one of
the stellar champions in Women’s Track and Field of that era. In the 1966 Asian Games in
Bangkok, she won the gold medal in long jump. Then in 1970 Asian Games in Bangkok, Chi was
one more time gold medal winner but in 100M race.



Sadly, not long after the good news of his protégé Yang winning the Olympic medal, Kwan
died of a stroke in Taipei on 27 November 1960. His funeral was attended by over 2,000
dignitaries and he was awarded in 1961 a commendation from Republic of China President
Chiang Kai-Shek (3 ¢ i %, %) for his contributions to architecture and athletics. Kwan was

predeceased by his first wife Lee Vong-Ling (% % #%), a graduate of Mount Holyoke College,
U.S.A., and survived by 6 children.

1952-1957 A E F G EFEvn [SF L P HE-FZFLW T HT K LEiE o - LA
The portrait of Commander Kwan in Taiwan Athletic Meets 1952-1957
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Pz <, F@F “Asian Iron Man” Yang Chuan-Kwang

FEE# % &rc “Leap Antelope” Chi Cheng

BEH(Z-)dpgEa Fri#s/F Kwan (left 1) in MIT Athletic Team
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Kwan (front left 1) in MIT Athletic Team (1916)
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1918 RELAY TEAM
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Class of 1918 MIT Relay Team
(Courtesy MIT Archives and Special Collections)
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5.8, Kwan K. I. Mok

Team
F. F. We G S. S, Kwan, C
C. Y. Hu L K.C L&
) i | Cer I. K. Lin
K. Clu Ri F.C. kd
H. Hu: R I. K. Lia
W, Moy-Dir L
Substitutes
S. S. Cher \. T. Kung S. H. Chang N
Schedule of Games

Andover Acader > ML 5 Harvard |

Warcester Academ ] ML > Itish American 2

\ndover Acader | ML 2 Boston Rover |

TEHOST
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H. Leun
ML 4
ML 0
ML 2

WAAHE (7P adg) — g1 FrRE LopFFELE 1919
Kwan (center sitting) as Captain of the MIT Chinese Soccer Team 1919

(Courtesy MIT Archives and Special Collections)
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In 2007, Kwan’s daughter Chimie Kwan donated US$ 400,000 to Tsinghua University, Beijing, in
celebrating the Centennial. A Kwan’s Room of Honor was established by the University in remembrance of
Kwan'’s great dedication in inheritance and development of China Athletics.

Our father, Kwan Sung-sing (X8, 1892-1660) attended Tsinghua University in
his youth, His jove of home and country and pursuit of academic and athietic excellence
found fertile soil there and flourished

In 1913, he proudly represented China at the Asian Games in Manda belore
going on o complete his education in architecture at the Massachusetts Insttute of
Technology in the United States where he excolied in track and fleid as well as cther
varsity sports. Then he went on to Marvard to study city planning. The spirt he camied
with himn abroad was the spirit of Tsinghua and of a new and vibrant China

Upon retuming to China, he founded Kwan, Chu & Yang (A& T H 4]), the first
Chinese owned and operated architectural and engineerng finm in the country. His firm
designed several buiklings on Qing Hua's campus that are stil in use today. But more
significantly, the firm developed and nurtured many architects and engineers who
eventually bacame trailblazers in their fields in China

Kwan Sung-sing famly befleved that physical education was essential in a young
person’s growth and maturation, because through sports, young minds were given the
opportunity to leamn self-discipiine, enduwance, courage, and fair-play - qualities that
would serve them well throughout their ves. With time, his passicn for physical
development and fitness became legendary. This fove of sports coupled with his
patriotism led to his promotion of China in both the Asian and Olympic Games. It was
well known that he spared no personal expense In his search for, and education and
cultivation of talented athietes to represent China. A few months before his untimedy
death, he witnessed his protégé, CK. Yang (#4417), win a silver medal in the
Decathion at the 1960 Olympic Games in Rome. His reaction was pure joy. “Finally and
for the first time.” he prociaimed, “a Chinese athlete has won an Olympic medal. And
this is only the beginning.” How right he was! Eight years later, Ji Zheng (fC ), also a
peotégé of our father won the Olympic bronze medal in the Eighty-meter Hurdles in
Mexico City. Breaking world records several times in her career, she was one of the
stoliar champions in Women's Track and Field of that era

Today, the sobriquet, The sick man of East Asia’ has boen consigned forever to
the scrap-heap of history. Chinese athietes have eamed workd-wide acclaim and honor
in intermational competitions. Among them were members of the Tsinghua family whose
contributions have been vital

Kwan Sung-sing was a true and loyal son of Tsinghua, Our family is deeply
grateful to the University for this oppoctundy to honoe his memory and legacy.
[ﬁ
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http://m.paoshouji.com/tu-hemeiyingzhaiyao/%E8%B4%BA%E7%BE%8E%E8%8B%B1%E6%91%98%E8%A6%81.html

1920 # 7 % 2 g ik 7% I A Kwan, Chu & Yang Architects was established in 1920, Tientsin

AF TGO AR A 23 998 F o B SFR AR R RORE R (4o R R L 109 5
TUL3HE)  RE RNV P RE A RS LR RAE SR REA

The original Head Office of Kwan, Chu & Yang Architects built in 1928 located at Avenue General Foch,
Tientsin French Concession, is still standing today at No. 109-123, Binjiang Avenue, Heping District, Tianjin.
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Works by Kwan, Chu & Yang Architects
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Continental Bank Building, Tientsin International Settlement (1921)
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Tianjin Municipal People's Government
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https://www.google.com.hk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwizic3lt8nfAhUU7WEKHWUXDjwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://zh.wikipedia.org/zh-hk/%E5%A4%A9%E6%B4%A5%E5%A4%A7%E9%99%86%E9%93%B6%E8%A1%8C%E5%A4%A7%E6%A5%BC&psig=AOvVaw21goawVqCHUGAYWjTvVuMT&ust=1546323811072399

1927 E2 e g p < (FX2ZpRlak) (RS T2ZFH X 2T FfoT R 1725)
Chung Yuan Department Store Building in 1927 located at Tientsin Japanese Concession.
(now Tianjin Department Store, No.172, Heping Road, Heping District, Tianjin)

13



1927 # fp A GH 23 LF 25 B ADREF A (1957 # LA )
Mu-Zhai Library of Nankai University, Tientsin, 1927 (destroyed in war 1937)

1930 # 22 2 g [ 717 FRIR S (5 BB f f B 7E )
Built in 1930, Peking-Mukden Railway Terminus (now Shenyang Railway Bureau Branch Office Building)
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ATATE f- 27 (1926) (#7437 & - e p) +y47 @5 L8 720 %
The Sun Sun Co., Ltd. (1926) (now Shanghai First Food Store)
No. 720, East Nanjing Road, Shanghai
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http://www.google.com.hk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjF-cP-sL_fAhXCFogKHWvaAfwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_73a3cbcf0101mlkn.html&psig=AOvVaw1EPvubYY5-FWG3UUUMy8Aj&ust=1545978510419398

1932 2 A 4T < f — REZ P RBFEGEF RETIHFE (LAF R R RIS -
Continental Bank Building, Shanghai International Settlement (1932)
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= N Jf.fc"ﬁ;?/’i (1936) —— R ipr = Enppr J:}‘/’i o
Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Memorial Hospital and Medical Faculty in Shanghai (1936)
Now the Zhongshan Hospital affiliated to Fudan University
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1936 # < Z722 P B# (£ 7137 F-FFFRE) 427 358 KB 85245
The Da Sun Co., Ltd. grand opening in 1936
(now Shanghai No.1 Department Store) No.832, East Nanjing Road, Shanghai
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http://www.google.com.hk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiEzdPoh8ffAhVHPHAKHXtLD4wQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://wenhui.whb.cn/zhuzhan/xinwen/20180605/199927.html&psig=AOvVaw17qrMDj6Cbjy2NRzA-Dk01&ust=1546242224202129

193] £ e 2G5 H LARFHELE S TR TH o (B R AR FREFZ AT ERN)
Central Stadium built in 1931 — the largest in the Far East (now inside Nanjing Sport Institute campus)
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gy # S (1933)
ZFEGR R 2R LR R FEN
Music Stage at Sun Yat-Sen Mausoleum, Nanjing
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R

v — -

1936 # & & i777 BRI EIE AL (£ 5 7 7 403 F AR )
1937 # —F] %R % 81+ F ¥ = £ § 2 F+E
China International Club, 1936 (now Jinjiang Nanjing Hotel, Nanjing)
Venue of the 2nd Rotary International 81t District Conference in 1937
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http://www.google.com.hk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj2k4bYtL_fAhVIPnAKHaXBBEAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_69bb24e001016pmk.html&psig=AOvVaw1SN67Ga3gA-ci1jELiD5a-&ust=1545979491308114

FR - A AFRAID (FPRAEREG AR REF )
Central Hospital in Nanking (1931)
(now) Nanjing General Hospital of the Nanjing Military Region, Chinese People’s Liberation Army
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EEAEFZEI6)(RE 77+ FLHZ4) Nanking University Library (1936)

£ oS EVR R AE(1946) (55 R T HRE T BEII T B )
United States Embassy to the Republic of China (Nanking)
(now Xikang Hotel, No.33, Xikang Road, Nanjing)
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&3 1921 R e R R
Peking Union Medical College Hospital established in 1921

1921 £ &t 5 B AT F R (RP FOF EppIR) (77 X#BFLZF = 04 5)
True Light Theatre (1921), Peking
(now China National Theatre for Children) (No.64 Donganmen Street, Dongcheng District, Beijing)
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F# B (1957 (F 87 BN E 7 61-69 #)LAF 1P XL & 1650 0 #1950 & % § Krp £ 4 B 7 £
ATEHGE 4o » FP 5B Ty L P S o Jef T FEFIENE R P LT o0 1999 £ fArE L o

Man Yee Building (1957) was a significant showpiece of Chu Pin of Kwan, Chu and Yang Architects. It
introduced a revolutionary design to office buildings in Hong Kong in the 1950s, adopting the concept of multi-
level indoor shopping gallery, and equipped with Hong Kong'’s first public escalator. Rebuilt in 1999.
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Republican China President Chiang Kai-Shek’s inscription plaque of condolence
conferred at the funeral service for Kwan
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Republican China Vice President CHEN Cheng’s
inscription of condolence presented at the funeral service for Kwan
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