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Excerpt from Pages 437-438, Proceedings: 20th Annual Convention of Rotary
International, Dallas, Texas, U.S.A. May 27-31, 19029

President Sutton:

I am going to have pleasure in calling on Keats S. Chu, Rotarian of Peking, China.

Rotarian Chu:

Ladies and Fellow Rotarians: Two thousand five hundred years ago, Confucius taught the
Chinese people the Golden Rule and the doctrine of universal brotherhood and peace: “Do not
do unto others what you would not want others to do unto you.” “Within the four seas are all
brethren and under all the heavens is one family.”

Rotary, therefore, is not alien to China, but Rotary in its concrete manifestation, in its
effective organization, and in its practical application as enunciated by a man of ideals twenty
years ago and carried on by many men of earnestness and zeal all over the world in their
respective trades and professions and general conduct of life, is a new revelation to China.
(Applause)
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Rotary in China is only in its infancy. What little the Chinese Rotarians have been able to
do in the way of contributing to Rotary International as an organization has been insignificant.
But what Rotary as a movement has done for the Chinese people is by far worthwhile. It
promises a tremendous and indeed unparalleled opportunity for further and greater service.

Of every four human beings in the world, one is a Chinese. This one-quarter of the human
race has made its contributions of art, science, literature and philosophy to the store of human
civilization. The backwardness of material and industrial developments and the pressure of
population have forced down the standard of living of the mass of the people to and below the
level of bare existence. The voices of the suffering boys and girls can be heard here and there,
and the calls of the needy and worthy youth are constantly challenging the moral obligation of
the more fortunate. To the Rotarians in China the problem is not what services they should take
up, but rather how much more they can yet assume. (Applause)

Rotary in China must extend. The first duty, the responsibility that naturally first falls upon
the Rotarians in China, is to see that it does extend, but may I plead for the sympathetic co-
operation of the officers of Rotary International and of the Rotarians of other parts of the world.

The Chinese people as a race are a peace-loving people in spite of the fact that in their
struggle for liberalism they have witnessed many an awkward crisis. But not until these
hundreds of millions of Chinese youth will have become the citizens of the world, are brought
into the right track of thinking, not only taught the doctrines of Confucius but also brought to
learn the practical methods of carrying these ideals into effect, as enunciated by Paul Harris, in
their daily pursuits of life, not until then can we ever hope for everlasting world peace.

Allow me in conclusion to convey the heartiest greetings from the Rotary Club of Peking in
particular, and Rotarians from China in general, and my hearty thanks for the courtesies and
warm friendship accorded to me and the courtesy of the Dallas Rotarians and the people of
Dallas as shown to a delegate from a far, far distant land. Thank you. (Applause)

President Sutton:

Rotarian Chu’s words have charmed us all. How happy we are to have him here. Ijust asked
him what college he graduated from and have learned that he is a graduate of the University of
Wisconsin, and he is wearing a Phi Beta Kappa key. (Applause)

Excerpt from {(The Rotarian) July 1948

Old Friends

Rotary Assemblies and Conventions are famous for new friendship that are made, but
sometimes old ones are renewed. That happened at the recent Assembly in Quebec, when
Joseph C. Payne, of Danville, Ill., and Keats S. Chu, of Tientsin, China, both incoming District
Governors, were brought together again after 27 years. They were in school together at the
University of Wisconsin and had not seen each other in the interim ... ... Incidentally, Rotarian
Chu and Kuang Huang, of Canton, China, also a 1948-1949 Governor, were schoolmates, too.
That was in high school, in China. Their paths have crossed numerous times in the meantime.
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Excerpt from (The Rotarian) February 1951

With regard to Rotary in China, the Executive Committee, acting in behalf of the Board of
Directors, recently took this action: It (1) accepted the resignation of Keats Chu, Governor of
District 59; (2) agreed that the territories and Clubs of District 58 and 59 be considered as one
District (58-59) under the supervision of the present Governor of District 58; (3) called upon
Rotary’s Secretary to terminate the membership of Clubs in China where there is sufficient
evidence that they are not functioning; and (4) agreed that effective July 1, 1951, District 57 and
District 58-59 shall be dissolved and that any remaining Clubs in those territories be considered
as non-districted Clubs under the supervision of an Administrative Advisor.
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