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Flag and Banner of Rotary International 

By Herbert K. Lau (劉敬恒) (Rotary China Historian) 
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The Old Fashion 

An official flag was formally adopted by Rotary International at the 1929 International 
Convention in Dallas, Texas, United States.  The Rotary flag consists of white field with the 
official wheel emblem emblazoned in gold in the center of the field.  The four depressed spaces 
on the rim of the Rotary wheel are colored royal blue.  The name Rotary International printed 
at the top and bottom depressions on the wheel rim are also gold.  The shaft in the hub and the 
keyway of the wheel are white. 

 

Rotary’s official flag, designed by a commercial artist named Alvin Schepp, was first flown 
in Kansas City, Missouri, U.S.A., at 11 o’clock on the early morning of 14 January 1915, from the 
roof of the Baltimore Hotel as a group of Rotarians and their wives looked on.  (see photo below)  
Why Kansas City?  This was the home Club of the late Russell F. Greiner, fourth President of the 
International Association of Rotary Clubs (1913-1914) and chairman of a special Flag Committee 
which selected the design. 
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In the same year, 1915, the Rotary flag was raised at the International Convention in San 
Francisco, California, U.S.A.  On Rotary Day at the Panama-Pacific International Exposition, 
also in San Francisco, the flag was attached to a huge kite and sent aloft.  At night, it was plainly 
visible around the Golden Gate city as searchlights played on it. 

Some Rotary clubs use the official Rotary flag as a banner at clubs meetings.  In these 
instance, it is appropriate to print the words Rotary Club above the wheel symbol and the club’s 
name below the emblem.  The photo below shows a good example in China: 

 

1954 -- The club banner is displayed prominently at the venue of Taipei Rotary Club, Taiwan, where is the Inter-
City Forum with overseas delegates from Hong Kong, Kowloon and Macau Rotary clubs.   

 

Rallying Round the Flag, Rotarywise 

In 1926, Admiral Richard E. Byrd, a member of the Rotary Club of Winchester, Virginia, 
U.S.A., carried a small silk Rotary flag with him on man’s first flight to the North Pole.  It was a 
gift of the late Senator Tasker L. Oddie, of Nevada, an honorary Rotarian.  The flag, autographed 
by Byrd, was eventually presented to the Rotary Club of Reno, Nevada, U.S.A. 

Three years later, Admiral Byrd was a guest of the Wellington Rotary Club, New Zealand, 
where he was presented a Rotary flag to carry on his flight over the South Pole.  With the famed 
explorer present, the flag was presented to Rotary International at the 1933 Boston Convention. 

The Rotary standard has been unfurled high and low.  In 1932, Professor Auguste Piccard 
was presented a flag by the Rotary Club of Zurich, Switzerland, and he carried it on his balloon 
ascent 55,777 feet into the stratosphere.  In 1933, the Rotary Club of Houghton, Michigan, U.S.A., 
took the Rotary International banner to the bottom of the shaft of the Quincy Copper Mine – 
6,254 feet deep. 



3 
 

United States Astronaut Frank Borman, a member of the Rotary Club of Space Center 
(Houston), Texas, U.S.A., carried not a flag, but a club banner on the Apollo 8 flight for the first 
manned orbit of the moon on Christmas Eve, 1968.  He presented it, framed on a plaque, to 
Rotary International at the Honolulu Convention in 1969. 

 

One   World 

This banner, carried across the threshold of space to orbit the moon 21 December 1968, through 27 December 
1968, is presented by the crew of APOLLO 8 to Rotary International in gratitude and remembrance of Rotarians 
everywhere who strive through selfless service to bring closer the day of universal understanding and peace on 

the Good Earth. 

Frank Borman (signed)    James Lovell (signed)    William A. Anders (signed) 

 

In appreciation, the President and Members of the Board of Directors of Rotary 
International, acting in behalf of Rotarians worldwide, presented Astronaut Borman a plaque: 
“recognize and desire to acknowledge the outstanding service to his fellowmen, and in particular 
to his fellow Rotarians, rendered by Rotarian Frank Borman of the Rotary Club of Space Center 
(Houston) who, in commanding the spaceship Apollo 8 in the first manned circumnavigation of 
the moon, not only achieved a technological triumph, but brought to his mission a demonstrable 
humility and a sense of the eternal values which have set an unique pattern of excellence amid a 
disturbed and restless society.  We, your 660,000 fellow Rotarians, salute you for selfless service 
far beyond the call of duty.” 
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In 2005, in commemoration of Rotary’s centennial, Rotarian and Rotaract climbers carried 
flags to the summits of Mount McKinley and Mount Everest. 

Read also on Page 7 the article《Canadian plants Rotary flag on Everest》(The Rotarian 

Magazine November 2008), the story from the Rotary Club Barrie, Ontario, Canada. 

 

The Modern Look 

Since the Year 2013-2014, Rotary International introduced the modern corporate identity, 
and decided to give Rotary flag or banner a new and professional look with updated materials, 
available in the Brand Centre.  With eight options of colors and backgrounds to choose from, 
members can find the design that will best strengthen the club or district brand. 

The Brand Centre also offers everything needed to create communications with the Rotary 
look and tone.  Members can download Rotary’s logo -- or create their own club or district logo.  
Here are two of the new looks of the modern Rotary Official Flag: 

 

http://www.google.com.hk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjXgu755prVAhXFH5QKHW42B9kQjRwIBw&url=http://www.bestclubsupplies.com/Rotary-Flags-Accessories/products/99/&psig=AFQjCNH8GY8dRfMOVBvXFu73FtSxXPyEGQ&ust=1500736807455653
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Modern design of the Club banners 

http://www.google.com.hk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjfgKma55rVAhWBPpQKHcueBl0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.bestclubsupplies.com/Banners-Flags/departments/15/&psig=AFQjCNH8GY8dRfMOVBvXFu73FtSxXPyEGQ&ust=1500736807455653
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The Rotary flag is always prominently displayed at Rotary clubs, Rotary International World 
Headquarters and at all RI conventions and official events. 
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