L350 BRBA - E iR d
AEWHFEIEEE TAR
Kowloon West Rotarian Dr. Wong Po-Yan, GBM, CBE, DBA, DSSc, JP

The First Chairman of Airport Authority Hong Kong
By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#=2) (Rotary China Historian)

15 August 2019

Dr. The Honorable Wong Po-Yan (% #* %), GBM, CBE, HonDSocSc (HKBU), HonDBA
(CityPolyHK), BSc (Amoy), JP, (1923-2019), the first Chairman 1995-1999 of The Airport
Authority Hong Kong (% /& # 3¢ = & ), was President 1974-1975 of Kowloon West Rotary Club
(4 #¢ & % % #4+) in Hong Kong.

Kowloon West Rotary Club was organized on 23 August 1961, and then was admitted to
Rotary International on November 20 the same year. Kowloon West Rotary Club is the second
Guangdong language speaking club in the Rotary World History, and the Club is well known as
the home of many eminent community leaders, including but not limit to: chairmen of Tung
Wah Group of Hospitals (X # = F+), The Lok Sin Tong Benevolent Society Kowloon (4 #s % %
# ), The Scout Association of Hong Kong (4 & & & % ¢ ), The New Life Psychiatric
Rehabilitation Association (74 ## & 42 € ) ..... ; President of The Hong Kong Institute of
Engineers (% /& 1 #2fF & ¢ ); members of Hong Kong Legislative Council, Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference; Hong Kong deputies of the National People’s Congress;
Justices for the Peace; as well as District 3450 governors of Rotary International, etc.
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First Chairman of The Airport Authority Hong Kong

Wong Po-Yan was appointed by the Hong Kong Governor Chris Patten (3 & 375 %, <& ) to
serve as the first Chairman of The Airport Authority Hong Kong, commencing 1 December 1995
until 30 November 1998. The Airport Authority Hong Kong is the statutory body (governed by
the Airport Authority Ordinance, Cap. 483) of the Hong Kong Government that is responsible
for the operations of the Hong Kong International Airport (3 i& & "% #%3%). The Authority was
formed in 1995 (initially as the Provisional Airport Authority in 1990) through Airport Authority
Ordinance and is independent of the government financially. During the transition period of the
sovereign right, Wong was appointed the chairman of the Airport Authority in 1995 to oversee
the construction and opening of the new Hong Kong International Airport located at Chek Lap
Kok (# #, % ). The Hong Kong International Airport is the commercial airport serving the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region, People’s Republic of China, built on reclaimed land on the
island of Chek Lap Kok. The airport is therefore also known as Chek Lap Kok Airport (# & %
#-) to distinguish it from its predecessor, the former Kai Tak Airport (kx4 #35), located at
Kowloon Bay of The Victoria Harbour, which was the international aviation hub during the
British Crown Colony era, from 1925 until 1998.

The Hong Kong International Airport was built on a large artificial island formed by
flattening and levelling Chek Lap Kok and Lam Chau (#f ') islands (3.02 sq.km. (1.17 sq.mi.)
and 0.08 sq.km. (0.031 sq.mi.), respectively) and reclaiming 9.38 sq.km. (3.62 sq.mi.) of the
adjacent seabed. The 12.48-sq.km. (3,080-acre) airport site added nearly 1% to Hong Kong’s
total surface area, connecting to the north side of Lantau Island (+ “.1:) near Tung Chung (&
7§ ) new town.

Construction of the new airport was only part of the Airport Core Programme, which also
involved the construction of new roads and rail links to the airport, with associated bridges and
tunnels, and major land reclamation projects on both Hong Kong Island and in Kowloon. The
project is the most expensive airport project ever, according to Guinness World Records.
Construction of the new airport was voted as one of the Top 10 Construction Achievements of
the 20th Century at the ConExpo conference in 1999. It was also home to one of the world’s
largest passenger terminal buildings (the largest when opened in 1998).

Having been in commercial operation since July 1998, Chek Lap Kok Airport is an important
regional trans-shipment centre, passenger hub and gateway for destinations in China Mainland
(with more than 45 destinations) and the rest of Asia. The airport is the world’s busiest cargo
gateway and one of the world’s busiest passenger airports.

Member of The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Basic Law Drafting
Committee and Deputy Director of Hong Kong Basic Law Committee

Parallel to his public service on the Airport Authority, another Wong’s significant service
was an appointed member of The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Basic Law Drafting
Committee (BLDC) (% i ~24=¥ £ R ¢ ), as well as The Hong Kong Basic Law Consultative
Committee (BLCC) (4 i# £ »i2 35394 B ¢ ). The BLDC was formed in June 1985 for the drafts
of the Basic Law for the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) to be established
on 1 July 1997. It was formed as a working group under the National People’s Congress ( 2 & *



% % % < ¢ ). The BLDC had 59 members, of whom 36 were from Mainland mostly the Chinese
government officials. The other 23 BLDC members from Hong Kong were dominated by
businessmen with a share from different social sectors. The decisions of the BLDC on the
political structure and legal system of the HKSAR had a great impact on the politics of Hong
Kong today. In the same Committee, there were also Rotarian colleagues: (1) Dr. Lau Wong-Fat
(%12 # 4 X)) (New Territories Rotary Club #7J # #4+); (2) Dr. Raymond Wu (&8 ‘& # %75 4)
(Kowloon West Rotary Club President 1980-1981).

The BLCC was an official body established in 1985 to canvass views in Hong Kong on the
drafts of the Hong Kong Basic Law. The formation of the BLCC was decided at the first meeting
of the BLDC, for consultation with the Hong Kong people on various drafts of the Hong Kong
Basic Law. The membership of the BLCC was completely consisted of 180 Hong Kong persons-
--25 of the Hong Kong members of the Drafting Committee formed a Sponsors Committee to
work on the formation of the BLCC.

Subsequently, Wong became the member of the HKSAR Preparatory Committee (3 i# 4 %)
FF% &% £ R ¢)in 1996 which prepared for the transition of the sovereignty.

After the establishment of the HKSAR, Wong was appointed Deputy Director, from 1 July
1997 until 28 February 2006, of the Hong Kong SAR Basic Law Committee (BLC) (7 i & 4 ;2
% B ¢ ) under the National People’s Congress Standing Committee (SCNPC). The BLC
undertakes the tasks assigned by the Basic Law. The BLC makes suggestions to the SCNPC on
interpreting or amending the Basic Law before proposals are placed on the National People’s
Congress’s agenda. On laws passed by the HKSAR Legislative Council and reported to the
SCNPC, the latter must consult the BLC before it deems any law to be in contravention of the
provisions of the Basic Law regarding affairs within the responsibility of the Central Authorities
or with regard to the relations between the central authorities and the HKSAR. The SCNPC also
must consult the BLC before it decides to add or delete from the list of national laws being
applied in the HKSAR in Annex I, which stipulates the national laws that are applied in the
HKSAR.

King of Plastics
Wong Po-Yan was born on 5 May 1923 and brought up in Hwei-An (Hui'an) County, Fukien

(Fujian) Province, Republic of China (* # % W45 4 & % %). He studied chemistry at the
National University of Amoy (& = /& F* ~ &) during the Japanese occupation. After graduation
in 1945 he stayed cocooned in the laboratory, followed by teaching chemistry in schools, until
the Civil War erupted in 1946, fleeing to the British Crown Colony Hong Kong in the refugee
exodus of 1948. Once in Hong Kong, Wong started out as a factory clerk until he started a factory
in 1958 to exploit the plastic flower manufacturing boom in the colony. He became a successful
industrialist with his plastic material company, United Oversea Enterprises, Ltd. (5 & & ¥ 3 '3
2 ) which has been a distributor of a wide range of plastic resins that includes polystyrenes.

He was known as the “King of Plastics” in the industry.

In 1962, Wong was elected to the general committee of the Chinese Manufacturers’
Association of Hong Kong (4 i& » &= /7 % £ ¢ ) (CMA). As the representative of the CMA, he

was appointed as the member of the Hong Kong Trade Development Council (4 i& ¥ % % & & ).



When the Hong Kong Plastic Material Suppliers Association (4 i& % " R #17 ¢ ) was founded
in 1974, Wong became its first chairman. In the early 1970s, he led trade tours to Europe, Asia
and North America and was instrumental in the development of Hong Kong’s markets overseas.
Parallel to his chairman and managing director of United Oversea Enterprises, Wong was also
the chairman of Asia Television Ltd. (& # £ 423 *1 = &) between 1998 and 2002.

In 1977, Wong was decorated by Queen Elizabeth II, United Kingdom, Commander of the
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (C.B.E.).

Wong was appointed in 1979 Un-Official Member to the Legislative Council (3 & = # & 2-
= # [l ) by Hong Kong Governor Sir Murray MacLehose (% i &4 % 323 & 1), renewed by
Hong Kong Governor Sir Edward Youde (% 7 378 * 1t & 1), and he served unt11 1988. He was

also appointed on 30 June 1980 an Unofficial Justice of the Peace for Hong Kong (% i& 2L F -
xIW 1)),

Widely recognized for his remarkable contributions to industry and the community in Hong
Kong, in November 1993 Wong was conferred Doctor of Business Administration (honoris causa)
by the City Polytechnic of Hong Kong (% i # # 32 1 £ 1) (forerunner of The City University of
Hong Kong 4 357 ~ §).

Wong was also a long-standing supporter of the Hong Kong Baptist University (% i&ix €
#) (HKBU). As a member of the Hong Kong Baptist College Board of Governors and Council
(A= € Tl E ¢ 2 1Kixik ¢ ) from 1984 to 1986, followed by serving as its Chairman in
1987-1989, he played a pivotal role in transforming the College into a university. He made
generous donations in supporting of the University Foundation Fund, the Student Hostel Project
as well as the Daniel & Kitty Tse Distinguished Visiting Professorship Scheme, concurrently the
Honorary President of the HKBU Foundation (% &% ¢ ~ ¥ 7 £). In 1994, the Hong Kong
Baptist College conferred Wong a Doctor of Social Science (honoris causa).

Wong was a great role model and a distinguished public servant. Apart from serving in the
Legislative Council, he was the first Chairman of the Airport Authority Hong Kong from 1995 to
1999; First Chairman of the Daya Bay Nuclear Safety Consultative Committee (= I %% 7 =%
% >33 4 F ¢€), a NGO established in 1988 by the Daya Bay Nuclear Power Operations &
Management Company (= I #+% % & § ¢ =3 12 #) in the Mainland, with invited members
comprising university president, nuclear and environment experts, professors, academics,
doctors, medical practitioners, media and engineers, which provides the Hong Kong public with
regular updates on the safety and operational performance of the nuclear power plant.

After the United Kingdom and the People’s Republic of China (PRC) agreed to hand over
the sovereignty of Hong Kong in 1997, Wong was appointed by the PRC government to the Hong
Kong Basic Law Drafting Committee which was responsible for drafting the Hong Kong
constitution after 1997. He subsequently became the member of the Preparatory Committee in
1996 which prepared for the transition of the sovereignty.

Wong was elected the Hong Kong Deputy to the gth and 10th National People’s Congress
from 1998 to 2008, and was appointed the deputy director of the Hong Kong Basic Law
Committee under the National People’s Congress Standing Committee from 1997 to 2006.



In 1998, Wong was conferred the Grand Bauhinia Medal (+ # #'#> % ) by the Government
of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. The Medal is the highest award under the
Hong Kong honours and awards system; it is to recognize the selected person’s lifelong and
highly significant contribution to the well-being of Hong Kong. The awardee is entitled to the
post-nominal letters G.B.M. and the style “The Honourable”.

Dr. The Honourable Wong Po-Yan passed away in Hong Kong within the early hours on
Monday, 21 July 2019, aged 96. He will always be remembered for his ardent support and
distinguished contributions to the Hong Kong community.

1995 % 11 " B2 EfZ SHFBpIRE £ FGEE RIS TR B FREAPEFER o (5 FE )
Wong Po-Yan, pictured with an artist’s impression of the future Hong Kong International Airport, upon being
appointed chairman of the Airport Authority in November 1995. (Photo: South China Morning Post)

1999 & 7 F7 ()2 F B Rg) 3 /7 77 45 jF R BRATE 2 774 5 B A
In 1999, Wong Po-Yan (right) accompanied China’s Vice President Hu Jintao to inspect the newly-launched
Hong Kong International Airport.



1999 # 57 31 P —§EBHFEL 07 FRAEREEEEE o (2 FLHF)
31 May 1999 -- Farewell party for Wong Po-Yan, Chairman of the Hong Kong Airport Authority.
(Photo: South China Morning Post)
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Wong Po-Yan speaking to reporters in April 1986 before leaving to Beijing for discussions about the drafting of
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Basic Law. (Photo: South China Morning Post)
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Wong Po-Yan (left 2) in a group photo with some members of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
Basic Law Drafting Committee in Beijing. (Photo: Ming Pao)
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In December 1984, the British Prime Minister, Mrs. Margaret Hilda Thatcher, arrived in Hong Kong after
visiting Beijing and met with the Executive/Legislative Councils members. Legislative Councillor Wong Po-Yan
gave his opinions to the Premier while the Hong Kong Governor Sir Edward Youde (left) listening.

1998 & » # ®i (2) 7R R o+ § A PIFFHEEIL R 454 -
Wong Po-Yan (left) was interviewed by Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji in Beijing, 1998.
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2001 # » F FaHFO0F~EFEF+F2ig TRafEh, (FEER#) FRAEH G T2 FE84
FEGLIAFE RT~LEEARHE ) -
Worth 6.3 Million Yuan Management College Building in Xiamen University donated by Wong Po-Yan in 2001

FRGH G RRE Tt 12 T
Wong Po-Yan donated the construction cost for the Zhang Ban Town Health Center
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Wong Po-Yan donated a teaching block at Pei Yuan Middle School in memory of his father.
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Wong Po-Yan donated a laboratories building at Zhang Ban Middle School in memory of his mother.
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