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Rotary International recorded with deep sorrow the passing of District 3450 Governor 1994-
1995, Dr. Liu Lit Mo (= & ¥ 2 5 7] 442 24 ), MBE, HonLLD (Lingnan), JP, on 12 July 2017 at an
age of 79 peacefully at Hong Kong Sanatorium & Hospital (Z#®EzZ). The then District 3450 of
Rotary International was compiled with 43 clubs in the British Territory Hong Kong and 4 clubs
in the Portuguese Territory Macao. Liu, a prominent banker by profession, brought along a long
list of remarkable community service experience of more than 3 decades before he was elected
to serve as President 1991-1992 of Hong Kong Island West Rotary Club (% & & % 4% #4t).

One of the historical records highlighted Liu’s year of Rotary governorship was his proposal
to Rotary International through the Asian Affairs Committee to open Mongolia as a Rotary
country, when the Shatin Rotary Club (i) » #* #4+) in Hong Kong initiated to sponsor a new
Rotary Club in the capital city Ulaanbaatar of this neighbouring democratic nation. That was
the summer of 1994 when was the 75th Year of Rotary in Asia.

Past Governor Peter Hall (%44 =) was appointed to conduct the feasibility survey, while
Charter President Franklin Sham (7% i+ I%) of Shatin Rotary Club was responsible for the new

club organization. Few months later, the Rotary Club of Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, was admitted
to Rotary International on 10 January 1995. However, the new Club was not yet grouped under
District 3450 until an appeal was made in early 2000. (see photo on Page 6)
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There was also an “address poverty" project contributed to a page of the history. On 11 May
1993, the Qing Yuan Municipal Government of Guangdong Province (4 & % #i&# ) held the
first meeting of population migration in limestone destitute areas. A decision was made that:
Within three years, in phases and batches, the 100,000 population in limestone destitute areas
should be moved closer together and be settled down in a place with better agricultural
production and living conditions. This was the measure to address the poverty and to improve
the quality of life by providing vocational opportunities. Charity support was appealed.

Responding to this call, in 1994, a dozen of Rotary clubs from Hong Kong jointly contributed
HK$750,000 on building materials for the construction of a reinforced concrete resettlement
village of 60 individual houses for 60 families of the Yao nationality (3% *%). Rotarian architects
were responsible for the design and quality supervision according to the Hong Kong Standard.
The Village was named after Rotary, in Chinese, as & £+ # 3% *2#7+ ) . A surprise was given
by Liu at the ribbon-cutting ceremony on 26 March 1995. He personally donated HK$100,000

cash to the village management committee, at their own discretion, to aid the urgent need of
some residents who had financial difficulty in the resettling process. (see photo on Page 6)

An Education Supporter

Liu had also made significant contributions to the education sector. He was a life Director
of Liu Po Shan Memorial College (/8 # & & 4 3 %), which was originally known as Chong Hing

College (£] 2 % ) founded in 1956 by Mr. Liu Po-Shan (% # # ), his beloved father.

Liu supported the higher education and served as a member of the Board of Trustees in
2005-2011 and the Endowment Fund Committee of the United College, The Chinese University
of Hong Kong (% i# ¢ ~ ~ £ 8 £ % 12). In addition, Liu was also a member of the Education
Board of the Hong Kong Government; a member of the Grantham Scholarships Fund Committee;
a member of the Committee of the Police Children’s Education Trust Fund; Senior Member of
the Hong Kong Baptist University Foundation, etc. Liu, through these posts, played an
important part in the education policies, school building, student awards and training of talents.

A Community Leader

Besides the education sector, Liu also made contributions to the community by holding a
number of other public offices.

During his young adult years, the first volunteer service Liu joined was the Hong Kong
Auxiliary Fire Service. He was not the front line fire-fighter but a member of the brass band.
Knowing this will not wonder why Liu was married to a charming wife of artiste mezzo soprano
because he was also a musician though amateur.

Liu began his philanthropic service in 1964-1965 when he joined the Tung Wah Group of
Hospitals (X # = rx) (TWGH) as a Director (7 & +# %,72). The next 2 years in 1965-66-1967, Liu
was promoted to serve as a Principle Director (¢ = /5 = # 7 432). Liu was elected Chairman
1967-1968 (7 A& & ¥ /& i /A ) of TWGH when he was only 28 years old. It was believed that
Liu was the youngest chairman in history since the organization’s inception in 1870. TWGH is
one of the oldest and largest charitable organizations in Hong Kong, providing various services
such as hospitals operation, education system with several dozens of kindergartens, primary and



secondary schools, elderly homes and youth centers, and many other sectors of social welfare for
Hong Kong citizens. By participating in the activities of TWGH, Liu had contributed to the Hong
Kong community across a number of sectors. Liu continued to serve as a member of the Tung
Wah Group of Hospitals Advisory Board until his last day.

In addition, during his service as the TWGH Chairman in 1967-1968, Liu called for social
stability in view of the unstable political climate at that time. He served well as a leader of
charitable organization by calling for calm of public sentiment. The 2 major political riots in the
years of 1966-1967 and subsequent acts of terrorism that shook Hong Kong for eight months
remained one of the most unsettling events in the Territory’s postwar history. The actions by
rioters, terrorists and the police led to 51 deaths, hundreds of serious injuries and thousands of
arrests. They also served to galvanize the then colonial administration into enacting numerous
policies and programmes intended to address what were recognized to be legitimate grievances
among Hong Kong’s often exploited and abused workers.

Liu had also been the Chairman 1970-1973 of Hong Kong Football Association (F#& ERE®R),
the President 1978-1980 of the Hong Kong Chiu Chow Chamber of Commerce (FEBMNER),

President 2005 of Chinese Bankers Club, Hong Kong (F#&{T¥ &%), and the head of several
other organizations.

A Prominent Banker

When asked about the reason behind his remarkable achievements, Liu recounted his father,
Mr. Liu Po-Shan, founder of the Liu Chong Hing Savings Bank (¥ £ & % 42i7) in 1948 (few
years later renamed as Liu Chong Hing Bank /% £]#42¢7). Liu admitted that he was deeply
influenced by his father. “My father worked with great perseverance. He was always
determined to accomplish what he had set out to do.” Indeed, Liu adhered to this persevering
spirit in both his banking business and public and charity work.

The Hong Kong banking crisis in 1961 came as a stern challenge for both Lit-Mo and the
Liu’s family. The young Lit-Mo, who was studying in London at that time, was requested to
suspend his studies and returned to Hong Kong to handle the crisis. Thanks to their
incomparable perseverance, Liu and his brothers managed to steer their family business out of
crisis. And in just two years’ time, they re-vitalized their business.

Liu served as the Director and Deputy General Manager of Liu Chong Hing Bank from 1961
to 1972, and the Managing Director from November 1972 to February 2014. He was elected in
2009 to serve as the Chairman of the Board of Directors

After the entire ownership with Liu Chong Hing Bank was sold and transferred in 2013, Liu
stepped down from the Board of Directors of the Bank, but he still served as the Chairman and
Executive Director of Liu Chong Hing Investment Ltd. (J5 £ &£ ¥ 7 3= 7).

On the business front, Liu also emphasized the importance of “prudence” and this was the
principle of his business and the cornerstone of his success. Liu was modest about his
achievements, always attributing them to the concerted efforts of his brothers and other family
members. In Liu, we can see how family life and career may be brought perfectly together.



While the “confidence crisis” in early 1980’s got some local banks into hot water, Liu’s
business survived on difficult situation after another. Liu Chong Hing Bank successfully spun
off from Liu Chong Hing Investment Limited in 1994, and the Bank has then over 35 branches.
This was clearly the fruitful result of Liu’s superb leadership.

Honors

In recognition of his substantial contribution to community service, Liu, at only age 29, was
appointed an Unofficial Justice of the Peace for Hong Kong (% # 2 ¢ = = T *¥ 1) in February
1967 by Hong Kong Governor Sir David Clive Crosbie Trench (4 & 75§ wist §-2). He was
subsequently decorated in June 1968 by Queen Elizabeth II, United Kingdom, a Member of The
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (M.B.E.). In 1977, Liu was decorated again “The
Queen Elizabeth II Silver Jubilee Medal” which was a commemorative medal created in 1977 to
mark the twenty-fifth anniversary of Elizabeth II's accession in the United Kingdom, Canada,
Australia, and New Zealand.

The outstanding achievements of Liu were indeed admirable. Yet, his persevering spirit,
undeterred by insurmountable odds, and his unremitting efforts of seeking personal
advancement were even more commendable. Lingnan University (4 = ~ %), Hong Kong,
conferred Liu the degree of Doctor of Laws (LL.D.) (honoris causa). The ceremony was officiated
on 12 December 2005 by the University Chancellor, the Honourable Tsang Yam-Kuen (% iz i#),
Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. Representing the class of
honorary graduates, Liu delivered a speech of which the full text is excerpted here below:

Chancellor, the Honourable Tsang Yam-Kuen, Council Chairman, Dr. the Honourable Leung
Chun-Ying, President, Professor Chen Kwan-Yiu, graduates, Linganians, ladies and gentlemen:

The ceremony today marks the 35th Congregation of Lingnan University. First of all, I
would like to express my deep gratitude to the University for conferring upon me the degree of
Doctor of Laws honoris causa. It is my great honour and pleasure to become a member of the
big family of Lingnan University, a small yet elegant university with a long history and fine
tradition. I am proud to be given an opportunity to deliver an address on behalf of my fellow
recipients of honorary doctoral degrees today.

Being a pluralistic and open society, it is natural for Hong Kong to have different opinions.
Whether we will move in the direction of harmonious life and a better society will depend on
what we do to overcome differences and seek common ground.

The reunification of Hong Kong with its motherland and the implementation of the
principles of “one country, two systems” and “managing Hong Kong by Hong Kong people with
high-degree autonomy” are unprecedented undertakings in history. Hong Kong is different from
what it was in the past. It is natural for such changes to give rise to new issues, and inspire new
ideas, views and heated debates.

We know from the Law of Nature that only the fittest survives. To go along with Mother
Nature, we should put the relations between Nature and Man in proper prospective. Likewise,
living together in our society, we should handle our interpersonal relationship, individual-
community relationship and inter-community relationship in a proper manner. Disputes which
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are irrational and tending to extremes, instead of facilitating problem-solving, will only sharpen
contradictions and polarize issues, and are therefore detrimental to the society pf Hong Kong
and her relationship with the Central Government.

Therefore, it is imperative for Hong Kong people to move in the right direction and keep a
calm mind to make wise decisions and choices. We need a society which is harmonious, cohesive,
and conducive to consensus. While sticking to our principles, we should also be ready to concede
and comprise. We need to have more dialogues and positive interactions. And we can strengthen
our co-operation through mutual understanding and accommodation.

Mr. Chancellor, I deeply believe that Hong Kong people, who have overcome so many
difficulties, setbacks, and adversities, have the experience and wisdom to rise to any challenges.
In the meantime, I am convinced that Hong Kong people are able to resolve the teething
problems, embrace an open attitude towards changes, seek common ground, and set aside
differences. We can then build a pluralistic, accommodating, rational, sympathetic, and
harmonious society with mutual trust.

Regarding personal attitude toward life, I consider it important to be liberal and tolerant,
and to have an open mind to choose and adhere to what is good. It is said in the Analects, {Wei
Ling Gong) : “Don’t do it to others what you would not like others to do to you.” By following

the aphorism, we can have valuable friendships, enjoy peace of mind, and perceive the essence
of a blissful life.

Take Hong Kong as an example. A great majority of the 7 million people in Hong Kong were
born and grew up here. They regard Hong Kong as their home. The family is the core of one’s
life. Family members should be mutually loving, supportive and accommodating, and should be
conscientious at all times.

I think it calls for unrelenting efforts on our part to cultivate our personality, enrich our
knowledge, set our goals, and vigorously strive for improvement throughout our lives. Do not
be discouraged by failure but learn from it. Bear in mind that committing an error is not
something unforgettable, but repeating one is. And never hit a man when he’s down; instead,
give him helping hands. Love the people and things around us. Brace ourselves by self-discipline
and brighten our souls with truthfulness, kind-heartedness, and virtue.

I would like to take this opportunity to echo the view that Lingnan University is a liberal arts
university with a distinctive objective of ushering in a new era of liberal arts education in Hong
Kong. The goal of the University is to nurture persons with high integrity, or, to be exact, whole
persons. To all graduates in this hall, I would say how I envy you the quality university education
you have received! You are the future pillars of our society. I deeply believe that, Lingnan
graduates, who have benefited from liberal arts education, will make outstanding contribution
towards building an even more harmonious and prosperous society in Hong Kong.

Last but not the least, I wish all new graduates and the University every success in fitire
pursuits, and all of you good health and happy life. Thank you!

A

Proudto be i;(;;l} a Rotarian




&&mgh@
%@&ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ‘

% mEsmE 26395

= n! ‘

-
1995 # 3 7 26 7 - BF#45 3450 # B BEFFF*THL (2 3) 43 T EERIGHFATH ) PHRKN 0 FE7
ME?D L (2 5) et BERIALLALLL Flixfa (2 6) 18k °

On 26 March 1995, R.I. District 3450 Governor Liu Lit-Mo (L3) officiates at the ribbon-cutting ceremony of the
Qing Yuan Rotary Village, accompanied by Qing Yuan City Mayor Mr. Chen Quan (L5) and Herbert K. Lau
(L6), Charter President of Tolo Harbour Rotary Club.

1995 # 5 7 157 » RS RIGL W EFLHE 1994-1995 # 55 EZ f 5K (£ 2) 277 Bw .5 7 FHE2
FEAEFHEFL (2 2) i 05+ 7 REFAF (¢ 1) [rlZRGHE 7708 ﬁ/wr/; (z1) Z#-

On 15 May 1995, Moses Cheng (right 2), Chairman 1994-1995 of the Rotary International Asian Affairs
Committee, presents charter in Mongolia to Ulaanbaatar Rotary Club’s first president Dr. G. Boshight (left 2),
witnessed by District 3450 Governor Liu Lit-Mo (right 1), and Rotary International Presidential Extension
Administrator for Mongolia, Franklin Sham (left 1).
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12 December 2005, Liu Lit-Mo (R1) is conferred Doctor of Laws (honoris causa) by Lingnan University.
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