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Dr. Lin Ching-Jun — Foochow Rotarian Educationist

By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#=2) (Rotary China Historian)
1 December 2014

Dr. Lin Ching-Jun (+& % /# 1 1), PhD (Wesley), MA (Harvard), MA (Oberlin), BA (Fukien),
was a member, and later Director 1938-1939 of Foochow Rotary Club (4% " # #4+) when he was
the President of Fukien Christian University ( * 4% = f-~ & & £ ). Foochow (Fuzhou) is the
provincial capital of Fukien (Fujian) in China. One of his 1939 graduates, Yeh Ming-Hsun (&
#>), later became a charter member of the Taipei Rotary Club (4 #* # #;4+), Taiwan (4 ), in
1948. Yeh was the co-founder in 1956 of the Shih Hsin University (£ #7 =+ %), Taipei, Taiwan.

Lin was born on 4 March 1898 in Putien, Fukien Province, Ch’ing Empire (= i B4R 4 i
7 2%). In 1910, Lin attended the Anglo-Chinese College (4732 ¢ & ) in Putien which was run by
Methodist Episcopal Church. He then studied at the Department of Political Science in Fukien
Christian University and graduated in 1919. Sponsored by the provincial government, Lin was
recommended by Revd. John W. Gowdy (% 7 #cf* ), President (1904-1923) of the Anglo-Chinese
College, to further study Politics and History at Oberlin College in the United States, where he
was graduated in 1920 and earned a Master Degree of Arts. In the same year, he received a
Harvard University Scholarship to study Political Economics, then earned a Master Degree in
Political Science in 1922 from Harvard. In 1922-1924, he studied Politics and Public Laws at
Columbia University and studied Social Philosophy at Yale University from 1925 to 1926. In
addition to these studies in the United States, Lin had done many other things, including
extensive translation. Lin came back to Fukien Christian University in 1927, and after serving
for some years, he went to the United States again and completed his Doctor of Philosophy
(Ph.D.) degree in Wesley University in 1939.



In 1927, Lin came back to his alma mater in China and taught politics and economics at
Fukien Christian University. After a short while, he was appointed as the first Chinese president
of the University. Under his guidance, the University retained its American faculty and rose to
prominence for their work in agriculture and education. Following the birth of their daughter
and son in 1930 and 1931, respectively, Lin and his wife Dr. Yen Hui-Ching (a Johns Hopkins
University graduate of Medicine 1924) spent a year on a lecture tour in the United States in 1934-
1935, supported by the Hartford Foundation. That year, they travelled around the United States,
participating in the China Colleges Conferences, a series of small conferences designed to bring
North American institutions into direct contact with the educational leaders at the Christian
colleges in China.

Shortly after their return to China, in 1937, the Imperial Japan launched a full-scale
aggression to the Republic of China (¥ # % ®]). As the Japanese front advanced throughout
Foochow, Lin and Yen struggled to keep Fukien Christian University together. In June of 1938,
the University moved 250 miles inland, to a “refugee campus” in Shaowu (3% 7*). Here, in a series
of temporary wooden buildings, Fukien Christian University persisted to survive for nearly a
decade. During the intervening years, Lin and Yen lost everything in the war. Lin maintained
his leadership of Fukien Christian University, overseeing its successful re-establishment on their
original campus in Foochow in May of 1946. Their return to Foochow was not without incident-
--several buildings had been destroyed, and were replaced with the temporary wooden ones that
they had built at Shaowu. These buildings were placed on rafts and floated down the treacherous
rapids of the Min River (# /=) to reach the Foochow campus.

Shortly after their return to Foochow, because of his ill health, Lin has to take leave and
went to the United States for treatment. Lin and family moved to the United States, where Lin
took-up studies again at the Union Seminary, in New York City. Less than a year later, Lin died
suddenly of liver cancer on 6 January 1947, aged only 49. Lin served as President of Fukien
Christian University for almost 20 years and had gone through the most difficult years of her
history in the 1920s and 1930s, including the registration with the Chinese government, the
restructuring of the organization and the re-development of university curriculum.
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Fukien Christian University President Lin Ching-Jun
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PRF B L A (1929 £ 87 24 P )
The wedding of Dr. Lin Ching-Jun & Dr. Yen Hui-Ching on 24 August 1929
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The Family Photo of Dr. Lin Ching-Jun
(Daughter Lin Jun-Ching, born 25 August 1930, and son Lin Chi-Chuang, born 7 September 1931)
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FCU President Lin Ching-Jun (R5) and teaching staff (6 December 1935)
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The Fukien Christian University Chapel
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THE RESTORED AERJAL VIEW OF FURLEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
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Fukien Christian University President’s Office
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Science Faculty Building, Fukien Christian University
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Man Students Hostel -- Fukien Christian University
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Woman Students Hostel -- Fukien Christian University
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Common Room in the Woman Students Hostel
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Arts Faculty Building, Fukien Christian University
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President’s Residence, Fukien Christian University
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