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Dr. Li Shu-Fan - Governor of the 96th District 1947-1948
Conducted the First Ever Rotary District Conference in Hong Kong

By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#=2) (Rotary China Historian)

1 August 2023

“One of the main philosophic convictions of my life
has been the desire to leave the world a little richer than when I found it.” ~~ Li Shu-Fan % #%

Despite difficulties after the Pacific War (a theatre of the World War II) ended in 1945,
Rotary continued to progress in the Far East. The Rotary clubs in China were again in their
stride of progress, so badly interfered with by the last War. More than half of the suspended
clubs had been re-established, with 10 more to be revived. There were 18 Rotary clubs survived
functioning in China as on 1 March 1947.

Notable Rotary progress was indicated for the various districts in China, if District
Conferences could be used as measuring sticks. Dr. The Honorable Li Shu-Fan (% % ¥ 2 ),
HonLLD (HKU), FICS, FRCS, FCCP, MBBS (Edinburgh), JP, (Medical Services) (Hong Kong
Rotary Club % i# #* # 4+ President 1938-1939), Governor of the 96th District 1947-1948,
reported the largest attendance in the then District history, with the Wuchow Rotary Club (3%
F#* #4+) sending half of its members, and the newly re-established Club of Swatow (;-: g 4% #4+)
being represented by nearly one-third of its membership. Every Club in the District agreed to
undertake the organization of a new Club during the next year.

Dr. Li was the first Hong Kong Rotarian who served as District Governor of Rotary
International and to supervise the 96th District (South China), and who logically and cordially
assigned his home Club as the host to hold the first ever District Conference in Hong Kong.
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The 96th District was formed on 1 July 1937. The oldest club was Hong Kong (3 i#) 1931,
while the then youngest was Macau (£ ) 1947. In between, there were: Canton (% ') 1932;
Foochow (4% ") 1933; Amoy (JE ) 1933; Swatow (i) 1936; Wuchow (4= ') 1936; Kunming

- 1) 1937; Kweilin (#.1%) 1944; and Kweiyang (% ¥) 1945.

In 1954, Li moved his membership for new club extension by providing guidance, and
became a charter member of the Rotary Club of Hong Kong Island West (3 % & ¥ 4% #h44).

Speech at the 38th Rotary International Convention

Dr. Li Shu-Fan, in his capacity as District Governor Nominee, attended the 38th Rotary
International Convention, San Francisco, California, U.S.A. Responding to the Convention
Theme “Living Together in Friendship and Understanding” during the 2nd Plenary Session,
Tuesday, 10 June 1947, Li expressed his opinion. Excerpted below is the portion from the
Convention Proceedings:

Chairman Russell:

Our second responding speaker has come halfway around the world to attend this
Convention. He is Medical Director of the Hong Kong Sanatorium and Hospital and head of the
Li Clinic. He is director of the Bank of Canton and President of the Hong Kong and Inland
Trading Company, Past President of The Rotary Club of Hong Kong and a Governor Nominee of
the 96th District. I present with pleasure, Rotarian Li Shu-Fan of Hong Kong. (Applause)

Li Shu-Fan (Hong Kong):

Chairman Harry, Ladies and Fellow Rotarians: What I have just said in my message of
greeting from China, wishing this great Convention every success and to greet my fellow
Rotarians from every part of the world with a message of goodwill, with the Chinese slogan
“Rotary -- ten thousand years, ten thousand ten thousand years!”

On behalf of my fellow Rotarians of the Eastern Hemisphere, I wish to thank you, Mayor
Lapham, and you, President Kelly, from the depth of my heart for your kind words and your
warm welcome. Already I am overwhelmed with the friendly and congenial atmosphere of this
well-known cosmopolitan city.

I wish to assure you all that I regard it as a distinct privilege to participate in this great
International Convention, especially when it is convened in this historic city of San Francisco.

For a number of reasons, San Francisco is clear to the Chinese heart. It is the nearest large
American city to China. It is the first American city where my countrymen landed in the days of
the Gold Rush. But the most important reason of all is because San Francisco is the birthplace
of the United Nations. As you all know, this very building where we are meeting is its birth-
chamber.

As for the United Nations, we earnestly pray that it will soon get over the milk-fed stage and
develop a set of strong teeth. (Applause) I need hardly tell you that China is more than a staunch
supporter of the United Nations. As you may remember, she was one of the five sponsoring
nations for the drawing of its charter, and from this very auditorium, it was first launched to an
anxious, waiting world -- in fact two years ago today.



China believes in real peace and peaceful means as the solution of international problems.
For thousands of years our great leaders and teachers strived to preach and to practice the
Golden Rule for world peace and universal brotherhood among nations.

With such a background, China is naturally a receptive soil for the seed of its ideal of service
to humanity, and international understanding. However, the present rate of growth of Rotary
in China cannot be taken as a yardstick of the future, because out of the approximately two
decades of Rotary organization in China we have spent fourteen years in fighting the Japanese
foe; and no sooner than that was over we are having a life-and-death struggle with Communism.
I can assure you that in China, given a period of peace and non-interference from our so-called
friendly neighbors (I mean the communists), Rotary will be bound to grow and expand and it
will be humanly impossible then to confine its expansion.

When I flew from China to this country I felt that my line of flight was symbolical of a huge
rainbow stretching from the eastern to the western hemisphere, spanning the vast Pacific, and
that at the end of that rainbow would be found the “pot of gold”. But I can assure you, neither I
nor my fellow Rotarians of China came for glittering gold, even though we are here within the
Golden Gate.

We came to greet and embrace our fellow Rotarians, who have hearts of gold. I came for the
sheer love of fellowship, and for the prosecution of the great principles and high ideals of Rotary.
I came in response to the clarion call, like the call of the annual flight of migratory birds. I felt
the urge within me for flight and duty was irresistible, and we all came to this Convention to
confer with our fellow Rotarians, to compare notes, to analyze, and to devise ways and means --
not for selfish gain -- but for the betterment of our combined service to mankind.

Some of us like myself, came with our lamps rather dimmed; they need to be trimmed,
refueled and rekindled, so that upon our return to the distant corners of the world we shall carry
with us the beacon light of Rotary. Our goal is to Rotarize the world as speedily as humanly
possible. We should not rest content until every town of moderate size throughout the world will
have a Rotary club of its own.

When that day comes, I am confident that as surely as the dawn follows the night there will
be a new era of harmony and understanding between the people of the different nations that will
mean enduring goodwill and lasting peace.

Such being the goal, let us Rotarians put our shoulders to the wheel, and make this coming
year the greatest year of progress towards these ideals in the history of Rotary International.

(Applause)
Accent on Fellowship
In September 1949, Li expressed his views about “Fellowship” on (The Rotarian) :

Since we are convinced of the importance of fellowship, let us fully utilize the 30 minutes
devoted to fellowship before lunch by observing the 12:30 life line — I say “life line” advisedly,
because it is so vital to Rotary fellowship.

Any member arriving on or just before the sounding of the luncheon gong at 1 p.m. would
irretrievably deprive the Club and himself of his individual contribution to group fellowship. Do



not forget that besides your duty of cultivating fellowship per se, your fellow Rotarians may wish
to meet or greet you; then there are the newly inducted members who are anxious to make or
foster your acquaintance and there may be visiting Rotarians belonging to your classification
whom the Fellowship Committee or the Club’s Secretary may wish you to meet, and so you may
well be the weak or missing link of the Rotary fellowship chain through your indifferent

contribution.
A
Proudto be (b 4‘ a Rotarian

Dr. The Honourable Li Shu-Fan, HonLLD, FICS, FRCS, FCCP, MBBS, JP

The death of Dr. Li Shu-Fan on 24 November 1966 brought to an end of one of the most
remarkable careers in the History of Medicine in Hong Kong but it would be many years before
his memory fades from the minds of those who knew him.

Li Shu-Fan, ethnic Cantonese, was born in the British Crown Colony Hong Kong (# & 78 %
¥ % /&) on 12 January 1887. He spent his early years in a small village in Kwangtung
(Guangdong) Province of the Ch’ing Empire (+ 7 B A & 4 #7% &% 't 33 42) but went to live with
his father in Boston, U.S.A., for 3 years (1899-1902) before returning to Hong Kong in 1902 with
the intention of studying at the Hong Kong College of Medicine for Chinese (% i# & 4 & ¥ 2 [x).
He graduated with distinction as a Licentiate in Medicine and Surgery in 1908 and proceeded to
Edinburgh, Scotland, where he graduated with Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery in
1910 and obtained the Diploma of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene in 1911.

As an Imperial Ch’ing Government Scholar, Dr. Li then returned to Mainland in time to
participate in the stirring events of 1911. He was active in republic revolutionary, and was a
member of the Chinese United League (¥ ®F B ¢ ) since 1905. He became Minister of Health
under the joint Revolutionary Military Government in Canton (Guangzhou) (% '), and served
as medical advisor to Dr. Sun Yat-Sen (7% < ). But when Kwangtung fell to warlord Governor
Loong Jai-Kwong (#¢/#£) in 1912, Li retired to Hong Kong and entered private practice. He
went overseas again in 1921 to Edinburgh, Scotland, to undertake post-graduate studies and
obtained the Fellowship of the Royal College of Surgeons in 1922. From 1923 to 1925 he was
Dean of the Kung Yee Medical College (B & = %5 %5 # % M % §%) in Canton, then he returned
again to Hong Kong and undertook the management as Superintendent and Chairman of the
Board, Yeung Wo Nursing Home (% /= % §-#), later re-organized by Li and became the Hong
Kong Sanatorium & Hospital (% {=# ). As both Superintendent and Chairman of the Board of

Directors, he was very largely responsible for the growth of this fine hospital which incidentally
was the only private hospital in Hong Kong which conducted a training school for nurses and
midwives.

During the years before the Pacific War, Li Shu-Fan entered into the public life of Hong
Kong, becoming an elected member in 1932-1936 of the Sanitary Board (% /& ;% /% % ). The Board
was transformed as the Urban Council (% /& # ¥ /%) in 1936 and Li continued to serve as its
Unofficial Member until 1939, upon the appointment by Sir Andrew Caldecott (% % R ARG



&2 ). (Sir Andrew Caldecott was formerly the Charter President 1929-1930 of the Rotary Club
of Kuala Lumpur, The Federated Malay States.)

It was Sir Andrew Caldecott again. He appointed Li to serve the Hong Kong Legislative
Council (3 i# = ;# &) as an Unofficial Member on 3 February 1937 until 16 January 1941.

Prior to that in 1934, Li was appointed an Unofficial Justice of Peace for Hong Kong by
Governor Sir William Peel (% & BAL R B2,

Other than the above public services, Li also served the community as President of the
Chinese Medical Association (% & ¥ 3:"5%5 g ¢ ); District Chief Surgeon of St. John Ambulance
Brigade; a member of the Medical Board; and a member of the Hong Kong University Court.
When the Pacific War came in 1941 and Hong Kong was occupied by the Imperial Japanese
Forces, Li continued to run his hospital until in August 1943 he managed to escape to the
Mainland.

Lireturned to Hong Kong in 1945, after the Pacific War was concluded, to engage once again
in the management and development of his Hospital and entering again into public life. He
became a Member of the Board of Directors of the Hong Kong Anti-Tuberculosis Association (%
# 17 B ¢ ); a Council Member of The Mission to Lepers Hong Kong Auxiliary (" 7 73 ¢
A % ¥4 ¢ ); and was again appointed a member of the Hong Kong University Court. He became
a member of the Board of Regents of the International College of Chest Physicians in 1956 and
an Honorary Fellow of the International College of Surgeons in 1961.

Li’s generosity to the University of Hong Kong (% # + %) in making an outright gift of
80,000 square feet of land is well known. The University recorded its appreciation by naming
the Pre-clinical Building at Sassoon Road (7 # if ) after him.

In recognition to Li’s long time valuable dedications to the good of Hong Kong, the
University of Hong Kong conferred upon him the Degree of Doctor of Laws (honoris causa) in
1961 during the 55th Congregation. The ceremony was officiated by the University Chancellor,
the Governor of Hong Kong Sir Robert Brown Black (% i 3475 1p = & & L).

;\ I\Jr,_\\
VIEDICAL
OUNDATION

Since the establishment of the Li Shu Fan Medical Foundation (% #t3% %5 £ A £ ¢ )inMarch
1963 with Dr. Li as Chairman of the Board of Governors, the Foundation promotes and supports
medical education, researches and charity in Hong Kong. Since its inception, the not-for-profit
Foundation has by far been the single largest shareholder of the Hong Kong Sanatorium &
Hospital, which supports the development and improvement of the Hospital.

* LI SHU FAN -
MEDICAL FOUNDATION
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> OF THE NATIONS

The Foundation has provided scholarships, bursaries, prizes, research grants, research
fellowships, and a 3-year lectureship in the Department of Paediatrics, The University of Hong
Kong. The many references in the University Calendar to the awards provided by the Li Shu Fan
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Medical Foundation, the pre-clinical building which bears his name, his professional writings
and his autobiography ( Hong Kong Surgeon) form part of the late Li Shu Fan’s memorial but
only a part, for there is also the enduring memorial of the Hospital which he twice brought from
near insolvency to flourishing development, and more important perhaps than all these the
intangible memorial made up of all the memories of him, in the minds of those he met and
influenced during a life which, it has been aptly said, “harmoniously combines incredible
adventures and great achievements”.

1963 # 3 4 37 — FH=F4 Lﬁ_%frﬁ’f/fué REIMTFERELEE A LA -
3 March 1963 -- Dr. Li Shu-Fan presides the inauguration ceremony of the Li Shu-Fan Medical Foundation at
the Hong Kong Sanatorium and Hospital.
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1946 # 6 * —F HrofFd IR LEBRTET VR T B TR ERE
June 1946 - Opposite ends of world met when Li Shu-Fan (Hong Kong) and G. H. Berks (Atlantic City) at the
Rotary International Convention at Atlantic City, New Jersey, U.S.A.

1948 # —B]F# itk B 7 5% A FHR ¥ 96K F g FFR  FHELRE (F=) B AEREGHRIEE R
B2 FERr g oo
1948 — Rotary International President S. Kendrick “Ken” Guernsey (Jacksonville, USA) and his lady Edythe
visited Hong Kong and Macao of the 96th District. Governor Li Shu-Fan (right 3) encouraged Edythe to try
using chopsticks at the tiffin hosted by The Rotary Club of Hong Kong.



1950 # & 35 p5 8 2 i I R
Complex of the Hong Kong Sanatorium & Hospital in the Happy Valley as in the 1950s.

1958 # — F #p5FF Fr e BSR4 I F T E R AR
1958 — Dr. Li Shu-Fan proposed a toast at the seminar of the International College of Chest Physicians.



Francis Wu

Dr. L1 Snu-Fan in the gown of Honorary
Fellow of the International College of Sur-
geons (Chicago, 1961)
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HONG KONG
SURGEON

by LI SHU-FAN

JP., LLD. (Hon.), FI1CS. (Hon.), F.RCS. (Edin.),
F.C.C.P, First Minister of Health and former Medical Ad-
viser to the President of the Republic of China, former
President and Professor of Surgery, Kung Vee Medical
Caollege, Canton, Regent of the American College of Chese
Physicians, Chairman of the Board of Directors and Honor-
ary Consulting Surgeen, Hong Kong Sanatorium and Haos-
pital, Chairman of the Board of Governors, the Li Shu-fan

Medical Foundation

Preface by Morris Fishbein, M.D.
Foreword by Félix Marti-Ibifiez, M.D.

1964
E. P DUTTON & CO:; I'NC.
NEW YORK
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