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Hong Kong Rotarian Dr. Tseung Fat-Im

Instrumental in forming the United College and the establishment of
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#=2) (Rotary China Historian)

1 September 2017

Dr. Tseung Fat-Im (¥ f7 # i# §-# L), OBE, KStJ, HonLLD (HKU), MBBS (HKU), JP, a
Rotarian since 1937, was President 1947-1948 of the Rotary Club of Hong Kong (% & #* #4t),
and later served Rotary International as Administrative Advisor 1958-1960 to 19 non-districted
Rotary clubs located in Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan. During his office, he was the supervisor
in the establishment of the brand new District 345 commencing 1 July 1960. In 1959-1961,
Tseung also served Rotary International as one of the Asian Rotary Information and Extension
Counsellors. Tseung was the fifth member from the Hong Kong Rotary Club to serve as Rotary
International officer. The previous four were: (1) Dr. Chengting Thomas Wang (3 &+ z£4% 1 ); (2)
Dr. Li Shu-Fan (% 7}%1—‘;%5 4 ); (3) George Ernest Marden (5 #); and (4) Dr. Arthur W. Woo (#*
B4R %5 4 ) who was also his business partner.

Tseung was, since 1943, the son-in-law of Dr. The Honourable Ts’o Seen-Wan (§ & % 1),
CBE, HonLLD (HKU), JP, who was the charter Vice-President 1931-1932 and was later elected
the second Club President of Hong Kong Rotary Club in 1932-1933.
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The United College and The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Other than his profession as a physician and professor specializing in biochemistry and
diabetes, Tseung was an eminent educator who was instrumental in the formation of the United
College of Hong Kong (4 i& & & % %) in 1956, and later the establishment of The Chinese

University of Hong Kong (4 & # <~ + §)in 1963.
The United College of Hong Kong

The United College of Hong Kong was founded in 1956 through the amalgamation of five
colleges: Canton Overseas (§ & 3 +), Kwang Hsia (% § 2 fx), Wah Kiu (£ 2 ), Wen Hua
(¢ it 2 r2), and Ping Jing College of Accountancy (& & ¢ 3+ % 4 5 #2). All five colleges were
originally private universities in Canton (Guangzhou) and its vicinity, having close relations with
Hong Kong. In 1957, United College was incorporated under an ordinance with a board of
trustees as its governing body. Tseung was the first College President (January 1957-October
1959) and Chairman of the Board of Trustees. With over 600 students, the main campus of the
College was located at 147, Caine Road, Hong Kong (see photo on Page 8). The College and its
forerunners made important contributions to society in providing alternative avenues for the
increasing number of secondary school students to further their studies in Hong Kong.

The Chinese University of Hong Kong

In the 1950s, the most important of the other developments was a radical change in the
Hong Kong government’s policy over higher education in the vernacular. Instead of persisting
in its support of the Keswick Committee’s view that the University of Hong Kong (4 % ~ §)
should remain the sole institution with degree-granting powers and should be invited to take on
the added responsibility for tertiary education in the medium of Chinese, the Government began
to recognize the value of, and lent its financial support to, some of the Chinese post-secondary
colleges. In August 1956, the Rev. Charles Long (%% %4%), Yale-in-China representative at New
Asia College, sent the Director of Education a memorandum in which he discussed in some detail
problems concerning the status and the standards of the post-secondary colleges, their need for
substantial financial assistance from the Government, and the service some of them could
provide to the community if they were permitted by the Government to grant degrees. By
October 1956, within the Government, the possibility of a second, “Chinese” university was being
accepted, at least as one of the five steps that might go some way towards meeting the needs of
Chinese middle school students. And, even for public consumption, the official line on the post-
secondary colleges changed quite dramatically when the Education Department’s Annual Report
for 1956-57 declared that they “are now recognized as a permanent feature of our educational
system, potentially capable of providing for higher education in the medium of Chinese.” The
Right Rev. Bishop Ronald Owen Hall (7 p* % ¢ fg‘), of the Anglican Church, took the initiative in
suggesting to the Government that a meeting could be held to discuss the issues raised in Long’s
memorandum. On 18 January 1957, the Government, represented by Douglas J. S. Crozier (%
#¥52), the Director of Education, L. G. Morgan (= #*), the Deputy Director, and Dr. C. L. Chien,
the Education Department’s Adviser on Post-Secondary Institutions, met formally for the first
time with the heads of the three main post-secondary colleges (Professor Ch’ien Mu of New Asia
College #7%; 2 I #% % ¥, Professor Ling Dao-Yang of Chung Chi College # A& & Fuia g 4 & ¥,
and Professor F. I. Tseung of the United College ¥ & 2 [x 32 F34%). Although this particular



meeting reached no especially significant decision, ideas were exchanged, including that of a
second (Chinese) university for Hong Kong. A few weeks later, the leaders of three post-
secondary colleges established the Chinese Colleges Joint Council (% & ¢ < & + § & ¢ ), with
Tseung as its first chairman who led the three colleges to strive for degree-awarding status and
government financial support for the establishment of a Chinese university.

By the middle of the year, a revised proposal from the Joint Council, strongly influenced by
Education Department officials, had received positive reactions from the Government. Much
hard bargaining remained to be done. Something resembling a rear-guard action by members
of the University of Hong Kong needed to be contested. A considerable amount of expert opinion
from outside Hong Kong had to be consulted. In August 1958, however, the decision was finally
taken that a second university would be established in Hong Kong.

From then on, the problems and steps taken to solve them were basically technical and legal.
The British university administrator John Scott Fulton advised the Hong Kong Governor Sir
Robert Brown Black (% i 3,4 18 = 7 & 1) about the development of the colleges in preparation
for university status and his 1960 report was accorded the role of a blueprint. It was, therefore,
appropriate that he was selected the head of the Commission. As it was the (Report of the
Fulton Commission) that, published in April 1963, led directly to the official inauguration of

“The Chinese University of Hong Kong” on 17 October 1963, with the United College as one of
the three constituent colleges.

Apart from resources allocated by the Government, the United College, with its mission for
promoting academic development and serving Hong Kong, received great support from the
Hong Kong community and established its own Endowment Fund in 1963. With this it could
further develop in teaching, student services and research work, and create close links with
renowned international academic institutes. In December 1971, United College moved to its
present Chinese University campus in Shatin, soaring 7.7 hectares on a 140-metre high hill.

The Physician specializing in Biochemistry and Diabetes

Dr. Tseung Fat-Im (prefers English rendering “F. 1. Tseung”) (27 February 1903-22
December 1974), Guangdong native, was one of Hong Kong’s most notable medical doctors of
the mid-20th century.

Tseung was born in the British Crown Colony Hong Kong. He received his early education
at The Ellis Kadoorie School for Indians (renamed in 1960 as Sir Ellis Kadoriee School) (¢ = £
i@ &2 ] #) and later at Queen’s College (2 i=3 12). In 1920 he passed his Matriculation
Examination and entered the University of Hong Kong with the Kwangtung Provincial
Government Scholarship studying medicine. Both at Queen’s College and at the University he
had received numerous prizes and scholarships notably the Belilios, Jordan and Ho Fook
Scholarships.

Tseung recalled that one of the most memorable occasions of his student life was listening
to Dr. Sun Yat-Sen (7% < ) when he addressed the gathering at the Great Hall of the University in
1923. As a senior student, he was taught by the newly appointed Professor John Anderson, who
held the first full-time post of Professor of Medicine of the University from 1923 to 1928, a post
funded by a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation.



Tseung was graduated from the University in 1925 with degrees of Bachelor of Medicine and
Bachelor of Surgery (M.B., B.S.). He was then offered the post of Clinical Assistant to the Medical
Unit working under Professor John Anderson at the Government Civil Hospital for a period of
18 months making a special study of Biochemistry and Diabetes Mellitus and had written an
article entitled (Diabetes Mellitus---The Significance of Bio-chemical Tests in its Diagnosis and
Treatment) . At the same time, he was in-charge of a large morning out-patient department at
the Government Civil Hospital. Since vacating that post he had devoted himself to private
practice specializing in Biochemistry and Diabetes. In 1934 he had a world tour visiting medical
clinics in Europe and America and also had postgraduate study in Rotunda Hospital, Dublin;
London Hospital, Queen Charlotte’s Maternity Hospital and Infant’s Hospital, London, and also
in Vienna. Since his return to Hong Kong he entered into partnership with Dr. Arthur W. Woo
with their private clinic located at the Central District.

Well Known in Societies and Philanthropic Organizations

Besides his attention to medical practice, Tseung was well known in all societies and
philanthropic organizations in which he invariably served either as executive officer or
committee member.

Realizing the importance of mass education in Public Health and Preventive Medicine in
China, both at Hong Kong Chinese Medical Association and at the Y’s Men’s Club he was actively
responsible for the organization of Health Campaigns in conjunction with the Chinese Y.M.C.A.
andY.W.CA. (¥ E4K % £ ¢ o4 & AF K+ 7 # €)and under the auspices of the Y’s Men’s
Club he was responsible for the organization of a Health Education Class, for the training of a
group of intelligent young men to give periodical health talks to the masses. So enthusiastic was
he in this work that his lectures were frequently heard either at the Y.M.C.A. or at the Hong Kong
Broadcasting Station.

In 1932 during the Sino-Japanese trouble at Shanghai he was one of the organizers of the
Hong Kong Medical Relief Committee ( % & il Fc# 4 R ¢ ) and served as its Honorary
Secretary.

In 1926 Tseung was graduate representative and for three times he was Honorary Treasurer
of the Hong Kong University Medical Society. He was for three successive terms Honorary
Secretary and Treasurer and once Vice-President of the Hong Kong Chinese Medical Association
and was a member in its council. He had served at the University Club and Hong Kong
University Graduates’ Association as a member of the Committee. For four successive terms he
served as a member of the Council of the British Medical Association, Hong Kong and China
Branch representing the Chinese. He was Honorary Secretary and Treasurer of the National
Medical Association of China, Hong Kong Branch. He was a life fellow of the Chinese Medical
Association, a member of the American Medical Association of Vienna and also a member of the
Fellowship of Medicine, London, England.

In 1930 Tseung was appointed by the Hong Kong Government as a member of the Medical
Board, which post he had held for two successive terms of three years each.

From 1930 to 1934, Tseung was Honorary Lecturer to the nurses at Tung Wah Hospital ( &
:3?:[‘35 %) and for three years he was himself financially responsible for the running of a free
medical clinic under the auspices of the Chinese Buddhist Association (¥ & # ¢ ).
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In an honorary capacity, Tseung served as physician to the Si-Nan College, St. Paul’s Girls’
College (¥ i* %+ % ) and the Chinese Y.M.C.A.

Outside his medical sphere, Tseung served as a member of committee in various local
organizations such as the Sze Yap Commercial and Industrial Association (4 &= & 7 1 3. ¢),

San Wui Commercial Society (#7 ¢ 7 ¢ ), General Committee of the China Chamber of
Commerce (4 i& %= ¢ ). Tseung had been more than three terms Vice-President and President
1937 of the Chinese Merchants’ Association (7 % if /# = ¢ ); an Honorary Director of the Chung
Sing Benevolent Society (4 %- % X 4+), and also assistant secretary to the Tai Po Rural Home and
Orphanage (= 4 B i* 73 ¥2fx) which was re-named to St. Christopher’s Home (¥ = ¢ % A :f 52
3 [2) and he served as its Council Chairman in 1964-1974. Tseung was also Chairman 1947-
1950 and President 1962-1966 of The Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs Association of Hong Kong (% % |
3 #¥ ¥ ¢); Chairman 1950-1951 of Hong Kong Society for the Protection of Children (3 i 3%
23 §).

On 1 April 1954, Tseung was appointed Unofficial Justice of Peace for Hong Kong by Hong
Kong Governor Sir Alexander William George Herder Grantham (4 /& 55 % & % & 21).

There is insufficient space in this article to recount all his achievements as a doctor and in
community and public service. In 1969 at the 72nd Congregation of The University of Hong
Kong, Tseung was conferred the degree of Doctor of Laws (honoris causa) by the Chancellor of
the University, Sir David Clive Crosbie Trench (@it & 2 ), Governor of Hong Kong. The Public
Orator Professor Leonard Kenneth Young (1§ B i #c#2), D.Phil., B.A., wrote and delivered the
following citation:

The record of every honorary graduate is a forceful reminder that the relationship between
the University and the community is a real and continuing one and that the talent that is
nurtured eventually finds its rightful expression in the society in which we live. It is fitting that
we should remind ourselves of this in presenting Tseung Fat-Im as the hundredth honorary
graduate of this University.

He was educated at Queen’s College and the University of Hong Kong, where he took his
degree in Medicine in 1925. After further studies in London and Vienna, he returned to establish
his practice here. He has since devoted over forty years of his life in the service of the community
and has shown himself to be an inspired leader and an indefatigable worker in the fields of social
and medical welfare, and also that of education. He was a founder-member of the Hong Kong
Anti-tuberculosis Association and Director of the Association in 1949; founder-member and
Director of the Anti-Cancer Society since its inception until 1967. A past President of the Hong
Kong Chinese Medical Association, he has also written its history from its beginning in 1921. His
greatest single contribution in this direction is surely his successful fight to obtain the right of
the Chinese Medical Association to issue its own certificates, thereby securing international
recognition for the corporate activity of this most important sector of the community. A man
devoted to his calling, who still maintains a large and busy practice, he has remained in touch
with all levels of the people. He has given much of his time in support of the Po Leung Kuk and
of the St. John Ambulance Brigade, acting as its Commissioner from 1958 to 1963 and in which
Order he was accorded the title of Knight in 1964.



The efforts which he has made to offer his services at all levels of the community are also
evident in the field of education. In the higher realms of service, amongst other numerous
activities, he has served as Chairman of the Chinese Colleges Joint Council which did much to
bring about the establishment of our sister university; and he was also Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of United College of which he was President during 1956-1959. For 33 years he has
been a member of the Council of St. Paul’s Co-educational College. In closer touch with the
people, where much of his effort is apparent, he has founded schools for the poor and personally
lectures three times weekly to young people on the principles of Taoism.

He was elected President of the University of Hong Kong Alumni Association in 1940 and
has for long maintained his close connections with the University as a member of the Court and
Council and as Chairman of the Convocation for two successive terms between 1962 and 1968.

In recognition of the work of one of our graduates which has become so closely and so
successfully woven into the texture of our society, I respectfully request you to confer on him the
honorary degree of Doctor of Laws.

District Governor of Y’s Men International

Before joining Rotary, Tseung was a charter member in 1932 of the Y’s Men’s Club of Hong
Kong (4 /& % 4-) and had been continuously serving for five years on its Board of Directors,
having been once its Director, three years its Vice-President and in 1937-1938 its President. In
1939-1940, Tseung served as the Governor of the South China District, The International
Association of Y’s Men’s Clubs (& % # # 4+).

The International Association of Y’s Men’s Clubs (Y’s Men International) was founded in
Toledo, Ohio, U.S.A., in 1922 to support a local Young Men’s Christian Association (Y.M.C.A.),
and is now oriented to serving the worldwide Y.M.C.A., the world’s largest non-governmental
youth organization. Through it the communities in which it is present throughout the world.
The membership of the Association consists of affiliated local clubs known as Y’s Men’s Clubs,
Y’s Women’s Clubs, Y’s Men and Women’s Clubs or Y Service Clubs. The membership of each
local club consists of men or women or both. No one is denied membership status because of
race, creed, colour or national origin. As Y’s Men International is a world-wide fellowship of
persons of all faiths working constructively together, based on the teachings of Jesus Christ, in
partnership with and supporting the Y.M.C.A., its mission is to strive through active service to
develop, encourage and provide leadership to build a better world for all humankind.

The objectives of all affiliated clubs are: (a) To function primarily as service clubs for the
Y.M.C.A.; (b) To support other worthy organizations; (¢) To encourage justice in civic and
international affairs, abstaining always from party politics; (d) To keep members informed on
and actively involved in religious, civic, economic, social and international matters; (e¢) To
cultivate good fellowship; and (f) To support International, Area and Regional projects of the
Association.

In China, Y’s Men’s Club was established in Shanghai (_+ /%) in 1924, becoming the first Club
in Asia. And then followed by Tientsin (Tianjin) (* %), Tsingtao (Qingdao) (F % ), Peiping
(Beijing) (# ), Foochow (Fuzhou) (4% ), Nanking (Nanjing) (% # ), Hong Kong (% i#),
Kowloon (4 %), Amoy (Xiamen) (/& F*), Soochow (Suzhou) (# +'), Tsinan (Jinan) (#=s ),
Canton (Guangzhou) (3 “"), until all clubs were terminated during the Second World War.
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Commissioner of St. John Ambulance

In Hong Kong, the St. John Ambulance Association (3 i& ¥ ¥ # {c % € ) was established in
1884, followed by the Ambulance Brigade in 1916, the Council in 1949 and the Priory in 2015.

Since its establishment, St. John in Hong Kong has been operating under the Order of St.
John Ordinance Chapter 1047 in the Laws of Hong Kong, and in accordance with the regulations
given by St. John Headquarters in London, United Kingdom, with Queen Victoria---King
Edward VII---King George V---Queen Elizabeth II as the Sovereign Head of the Order.

St. John in Hong Kong provided emergency medical service to the British Hong Kong
military during the Japanese invasion of Hong Kong in December 1941 (Pacific War Theatre of
World War II). St. John Ambulance Association is responsible for training members of the
public in the principle and the practice of First Aid, Home Nursing and other allied subjects,
together with publication of textbooks to facilitate such instruction. It also organizes
examinations and issues certificates of proficiency to successful candidates. St. John Ambulance
Brigade, the service arm of St. John, is responsible for the organization, training and equipment
of men, women and young persons to undertake, on a voluntary basis, either as individuals or as
organized groups, First Aid, Home Nursing and allied activities in public places, or elsewhere as
occasions may require, for welfare to those in need. The service is free. Under the leadership of
the Commissioner, the Brigade has a strength of over 6,000 volunteers who are trained to be
efficient and competent at all times to perform public duties in various aspects.

In 1930 when the New Territories Medical Benevolent Society (#7 7 p¥ %5 ¢ ) was found,
Tseung was one of the founders and Honorary Secretary and Treasurer until the amalgamation
with the St. John Ambulance Association to form the St. John Ambulance New Territories
Medical Benevolent Branch (¥ % % #7 7 B¥ % ¢ ) and was Joint Secretary to the latter. The

Branch operated 9 clinics in the New Territories. He was also life member and Surgeon of the
St. John Ambulance Association and Brigade from 1932 until 1952. In 1949-1958, Tseung served
St. John as a Council executive member; 1952-1954 Assistant Commissioner; 1954-1958 Deputy
Commissioner; 1958-1963 the 7th Commissioner and Vice-Chairman of the Council. Tseung was
the first translator of the handbook (First Aid to the Injured) into the Chinese version ( % iﬂ"

KEF) .

In recognition to his remarkable services, Tseung was decorated The Most Venerable Order
of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem by the British monarchs:

(1) 3January 1947 — Officer (0O.St.J.)

(2) January 1948 — Service Medal

(3) 2January 1953 — Commander (C.St.J.)

(4) 1953 — Bar to Service Medal

(5) 1958 — Second Bar to Service Medal

(6) 12 January 1965 — Knight of Justice (K.St.J.)

Other Honors conferred by the British monarchs

(1) 1946 — The Defense Medal decorated by King George V

(2) 2 June 1953 -- The Queen Elizabeth II Coronation Medal

(3) 1961 — Officer of The Most Excellent Order of The British Empire (O.B.E.) decorated by Queen
Elizabeth 11
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The United College of Hong Kong inaugurated at No. 147, Caine Road, Hong Kong, 1956-1961
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The Chinese University of Hong Kong established in 1963.
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Dr. F. I. Tseung was the first translator in 1958 of the handbook (First Aid) into the Chinese version. This was
the basic learners’ manual for the training courses of the Hong Kong St. John Ambulance Brigade.
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