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Carlo Bos (1876-1936), a commissioner in the Chinese Maritime Customs Service (中國海關總

稅務司) (CMCS), respectively in Shanghai (上海), Amoy (Xiamen) (廈門), Tientsin (Tianjin) (天津), 

Republic of China, was an Italian who has lived for more than 30 years in China.  The Chinese 

Maritime Customs Service was a Chinese governmental tax collection agency and information 

service from its founding in 1854 until it split in 1949 into services operating in the Republic of China 

on Taiwan, and in the People’s Republic of China.  From its foundation in 1854 until the collapse 

of the Ch’ing Empire in 1911, the agency was known as the Imperial Maritime Customs Service (大

清皇家海關總稅務司).  

During the most of his life, Rotarian Bos has lived and worked in a cosmopolitan environment. 

Carlo Bos wrote in 1929: “I have worked side by side, with Britons, Americans, Japanese, Austrians, 

Germans, French, Italians, Belgians, Russians, Dutch, Norwegians, Swedes, Spaniards, Portuguese, 

and with Chinese of different provinces constantly around me.  And during these long years of close 

contact with representatives of so many countries, I have unlearnt many notions and teachings 

which were drummed into many new things, interesting and true.” 

Carlo Bos was born on 7 April 1876 at Obersalzbrunn, The Kingdom of Prussia.  After leaving 

school he served for five years in the Italian Army, and came out to the Ch’ing Empire (大清國) with 

the Italian Expeditionary Force in 1900.  In August of that year he joined the CMCS at Shanghai as 

3rd Class Tidewaiter.  From January 1903 to March 1909 he served at Lungchow (Longzhou) (龍

州), and while there in July 1907 was transferred to the In-door staff as 4th Assistant Commissioner.  

He served subsequently at Foochow (Fuzhou) (福州) for three years, at Tientsin Native Customs for 

six years, and at Harbin (哈爾濱) for over a year.  On return from long leave in October 1920 he 

was stationed at Hankow (Hankou) (漢口) for a year, at Shasi (Shashi) (沙市) for two and a half 

years, and then again at Hankow for a year and a half.  He was promoted Deputy Commissioner 

while on leave in April 1926 and appointed to the CMCS Appraising Department, Shanghai, of which 

Department he became Director in October that year.  In December 1928 he was promoted 

Commissioner, and in July 1929 was chosen to be first to fill the newly created post of Tariff 
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Secretary, a post which he held till May 1932.  In the following year he was Commissioner for six 

months at Amoy, after which he was transferred to Tientsin, where he remained as CMCS 

Commissioner until 15 June 1935 when he retired.  He died at Toronto, Canada, on 27 December 

1936, at his age of 60. 

Carlo Bos joined the Rotary Club of Shanghai (上海扶輪社) in 1926, and later he served the Club 

as President in 1929-1930.  When he was transferred to CMCS Amoy in 1933, Carlo Bos initiated 

the organization of a new Rotary Club in the city, and served the Rotary Club of Amoy (廈門扶輪社) 

as its charter president in 1933-1934.  Before his retirement in 1935 in Tientsin, Carlo Bos joined 

the Rotary Club of Tientsin (天津扶輪社) briefly. 

 

Productive Writer 
In the last 5-6 years of his life, Carlo Bos used to be a frequent contributor to《The Rotarian》 

magazine.  In these articles on international problems from the viewpoint of a Rotarian, was 

making a definite contribution, we believe, in behalf of better international understanding.  

Rotarians regardless of race or country will be interested in these articles.  Carlo Bos discussed four 

causes of war---racial, economic, religious, and dynastic---from the viewpoint of a Rotarian observer 

with a broad background of business experience, and with amazing frankness. 

    Six of the articles written by Carlo Bos are reprinted here on Pages 13-46: 

(1) January 1930 《Blind Patriotism and National Madness》 

(2) February 1930 《The Myth of Western Supremacy》 

(3) February 1931 《National Pretensions》 

(4) January 1932 《This Laughing World》 

(5) June 1937 《Opium Comes Home to Roost》 

(6) July 1937 《My Friends, the Chinese》 

 
12-14 June 1931 -- Fourth Pacific Rotary Conference was held at Honolulu, Hawaii.   

Carol Bos of Shanghai, China (front row folding arms) joined the group photo with other participants. 
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Voice for Peace 
 

The “January 28 Incident” or “Shanghai Incident” (28 January – 3 March 1932) (一·二八事變) 

was a conflict between the Republic of China and the Empire of Japan.  It took place in the 

Shanghai International Settlement (上海公共租界) which was under international control, and was 

also the home of the Rotary Club of Shanghai.  Japanese army officers, defying higher authorities, 

had provoked anti-Japanese demonstrations in the International Settlement following the Japanese 

invasion of Manchuria in 1931.  On January 18th, five Japanese Buddhists in Shanghai belonging 

to the Nichiren sect (日蓮仏教) allegedly shouted anti-Chinese, pro-Japanese nationalist slogans in 

Shanghai.  In response, a Chinese mob formed killing one monk and injuring two.  In response, 

the Japanese in Shanghai rioted and burned down a factory, killing two Chinese.  Heavy fighting 

broke out, and China appealed to the League of Nations (國際聯盟).  A truce was finally reached on 

May 5, calling for Japanese military withdrawal, and an end to Chinese boycotts of Japanese 

products.  It is seen as the first example of a modern war waged in a large city between two heavily 

equipped armies and as a preview of what was to come during the Second World War. 

With artillery flaying the heavens, and machine guns beating out a bloody staccato, at Shanghai, 

many Rotarians in other parts of the world wondered what Rotarians there do and think.  The 

answer was to be found in a recent issue of《The Pagoda》, official bulletin published by the Shanghai 

Rotary Club, wherein Past President Carlo Bos, well known to readers of《The Rotarian》, offered 

this counsel to his fellow members: 

 

While this serious and distressing situation lasts it is the task of every Rotarian to keep alive the 

spirit of goodwill and understanding within and outside the Club.  During national crises like this 

there is a compelling need for men who are superior to the influence of propaganda and general 

animosity and ready to envisage the situation with calmness.  Sooner or later the two contending 

nations, which have so much in common, will want to come to an honorable settlement and resume 

their normal relationships.  Then both parties will require men who during these hectic times have 

been able to face the situation without losing anything from their sense of justice and human 

sympathy. 

As to those of us who by good fortune are not directly concerned in the conflict, sympathy for 

our misfortunate friends who are at present divided by mutual misunderstanding, distrust and fear, 

should be the keynote of our mental attitude. 

Let our Chinese and Japanese fellow Rotarians rest assured that we have only a friendly interest 

for the two countries at heart and that we will not only avoid actions and words which might 

aggravate the situation and impede the revival of peace, but that we will individually do our utmost 

to foster the advancement of the peace which all desire so ardently. 

There is probably no city in the world besides Shanghai where more than 30 nationalities are 

thrown together in close daily official, business and private contacts, and where in such times as 

these an amiable attitude towards one another is of a mere compelling need. 

I would urge my fellow Rotarians to take heed and not allow themselves to be swayed by the 

propaganda that is carried on at present.  Let us learn a lesson from recent history.  Such mutual 

vituperations are justly hated among individuals, and it is a sorrowful commentary on our 

civilization that they should be carried on when nations are in conflict. 
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That was a document worthy of Rotary.  So,《The Rotarian》magazine published the text in 

the April 1932 Issue.  If Shanghai Rotarians could look ahead to the resumption of peace, a day 

when men would be needed “who during these hectic times have been able to face the situation 

without losing anything from their sense of justice and human sympathy,” should Rotarians 

thousands of miles from Shanghai do less? 

 

International Service Speech at Rotary Convention 
Carlo Bos was China’s representative to attend the 23rd Annual Convention of Rotary 

International held in Seattle, Washington, U.S.A., on 20-24 June 1932.  During the Convention, he 

served as the Vice-Chairman of the Seaport Assembly.  The Assembly was convened on 23 June 

1932, Thursday, at one-forty o’clock at the Washington Athletic Club, Seattle.  The Assembly was 

chaired by Rotary International 3rd Vice President John Nelson of Montreal, Canada. 

 

Chairman John Nelson (Montreal, Canada):   

 

     I want to say what a great pleasure it is to see such a large turnout at this meeting.  There are 

a lot of surprise in store.  I have not been able to read the agenda of this meeting until I came to the 

table.  That is how busy they have kept us.  However, I am very fortunate in the character of the 

crowd, second, in the fact that I have as my co-chairman and assistant, Carlo Bos, who two years ago 

when I was in Shanghai was the president of the Shanghai Club.  Carlo is high officer of the Chinese 

customs, the marine customs, and his experience in the Far East is going to be of extraordinary value 

to us.  We will hear from him a little later on. 

     I have also been extraordinary fortunate in getting Roger Preston of the Boston Club to act as 

secretary. 

     Gentlemen, I have to be frank with you.  This is an experiment.  We are breaking new ground.  

Indeed, we have been breaking new ground steadily since the international service committee was 

brought into existence at the Minneapolis Convention just four years ago.  It was a natural 

development of the evolution, if I might call it, of Rotary, through Club Service, then up through 

Vocational Service, then into Community Service and finally, just as logically as a flight of stairs, 

reaching what is really the apotheosis of Rotary, that is the International Service idea. 

     Since we have been studying International Service, it has been largely on an experimental basis.  

The name is unfortunate.  We have tried to get another name.  We have not been successful in 

getting one that really expresses what we want to express, so we must do with the terminology we 

have at the moment.  After all, it isn’t the terminology that is as important as the essence of this 

thing, what we are going to get out of it.  International Service really starts in your own little 

community.  No matter what we think of Russia or the relations between Europe and Asia, or 

anything of that kind, really, the first job in International Service is a very simple and homely job, it 

is just dismantling the town pump, outing it into the discard, where it has been cutting off the 

horizon in too many communities for a great many years.  It has colored our thinking.  In other 

words, we have been thinking in terms of our own community, and thinking in terms of superiority 

over other races and other countries.  That is the first thing.  But it is leading us out into a lot of 

wider fields. 

     In the Board this year I have had an opportunity of seeing just how this development of Rotary 

is being seized upon by men outside Rotary, men in office, men in governments, men who are 
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heading movements, men who have propaganda to forward, men who have causes to advance, men 

who will find an excuse in the set-up of Rotary, a justification, at least, for the particular idea that 

they are trying to foster, and also have an idea that we can tie as a sort of tail to their kite.  I do not 

mean that in any offensive way.  They have that opinion honestly and sincerely.  But one of our 

greatest troubles, or one of our greatest perplexities, has been to be quite sure we did not get 

ourselves involved in an activity under the head of International Service that might lead us on into 

very, very complicated ground, that might actually injure the movement.  You will have noticed 

that operating in the discussion of the resolution today.  It is very real danger.  I am glad to say 

the old, wiser heads in Rotary, some of whom held quite a different view a while ago are coming 

steadily to the idea that this is an individual members, leaving absolutely to them the application of 

that idea in all the activities in which they are engaged, and, in my humble judgment, the nearer we 

keep to that procedure, the more likely we are to keep off the reefs. 

     This year the program committee has launched a new assembly, namely the one in which you 

are now participating.  I am not going to try to even outline (I will probably ask my colleague, Carlo, 

to do that in a moment) the things that we are to discuss. 

     First of all, the question comes up in your mind, “Why a Seaport Assembly under the head of 

International Service?”  Well, the answer, I think, is that in the opinion of the program committee, 

a seaport is a particularly interesting clinic in which to try out the International Service idea.  

Seaports are acute points of contact with the world.  They are more cosmopolitan in their character 

than populations elsewhere.  Those great ships, those things that Kipling calls the shuttles of the 

world’s loom, bind us main to main; they are media through which other lands are being constantly 

brought to the shores of particular countries represented by these seaports.  Trade takes on a larger 

and more intimate form with other countries there. 

     Foreigners, foreign languages, foreign ideas, all have a place in a metropolitan or cosmopolitan 

city such as most of our seaports are.  Unfortunately, there are also those frictions which grow out 

of our curious prejudices, and antipathies find, perhaps, a more fruitful avenue of expression than 

in an inland town, certainly, an inland town with its insularity born of non-knowledge of these other 

towns.  In a seaport town it is probably an antipathy deepened and strengthened by an unfortunate 

experience or contact with other people. 

     That is the background against which we are placing this Assembly today. 

     There is the question of various languages.  There is the question of trade barriers, the helps 

and hindrance to trade which are felt first and felt most acutely at your seaport point. 

     There is the question of immigration and absorption of people from other lands.  There is the 

question of promoting understanding of other peoples, of their traditions, of their outlook, of their 

attitudes to the things in which we are interested.  There is the whole question of disarmament 

which comes into it. 

     I am only running over some of the things that come rather readily to one’s mind, in the hope 

that they will be suggestive to you, gentlemen, that when we settle down to have our little talk here, 

we will have, at least roughly in all our minds, the pegs upon which we can hang the intelligent 

discussion of this vital question of international relationships. 

     Beyond that I am not going to go for the moment, excepting to add just this one word: I think 

a great many of us have come to the conclusion that the greatest epoch in the history of Rotary lies 

not behind it but before it, that its great opportunity lies before it, and that opportunity is going to 

be found in the promotion of a saner, more wholesome, a better understanding among the people of 
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the earth.  The whole world has been drawn into the proportions of a small neighborhood by the 

inventions of science. 

     When you bring people who do not know one another, who may distrust one another, may 

actually dislike one another, into close relationships, as we are now brought by swift communication 

of voice and ideas and of transport, you are likely to have trouble unless the different peoples of 

these countries bring an understanding mind and a tolerant spirit to the consideration of the 

relationships with other peoples. 

     Having said that, I will call on a better man than I am, Carlo Bos, Italian by birth---I was going 

to say Mongolian by adoption---and a great fellow.  I want you to know him. 

     Tell us what you think about it. 

  

Vice-Chairman Carlo Bos (Shanghai, China):  

 

     In spite of what our chairman says about me, I regret that no able man was found to take the 

vice-chairmanship.  Besides, we have been rather rushed these days.  I came from Honolulu 

where they gave us a ripping time, and I have not found the leisure to study the cases, the problems 

which have been mentioned by our chairman, adequately.  Therefore, if you find that my statement 

of the case and of the problems is inadequate, I crave your indulgence. 

     This is the problem of tariffs.  All along, since the Great War, this world of ours has offered a 

more spectacle.  Everywhere there are political chaos and upheavals, class conflicts, insecurity, 

suspicion, fear, and, as a corollary, the present world depression.    

     This War which had united the nations of the world into two immense camps, not only failed 

to cement these alliances but produced disunion and conflicts, even among the erstwhile friends on 

both sides.  Failing to see that the wonderful achievements in the means of communication had 

reduced the world to one unit, our minds are unprepared for the startling reality, and we are still 

publishing statistics of American trade, Italian trade, German trade, et cetera, while all these trades 

have become in reality, world trades. 

     As to industries, we are also still speaking of national industries, while they likewise have 

become world industries, in the strict sense of the word.  There are countries like Japan, to cite only 

one, that produce cotton piece goods in great quantities, entirely from imported raw material.  

Others, like China, have great and variegated industries working exclusively with imported 

machinery. 

     Even this United States, a country of unparalleled initiative, resourcefulness and potential 

wealth in raw materials, produces finished articles made up of semi-manufactured parts or raw 

material collected from every corner of the world. 

     We know how industries, the producers of wealth, use the achievements of science in creating 

ever new and ingenious articles in increasing quantities to meet the rising standard of living of the 

masses, and we see how trade, the distributor of the products of human labor, is ever on the alert for 

new markets, scouring the remotest corners of the world to supply the needs of populations.  We 

observe that communications, the carriers of trade, have now reached a stage of efficiency un-

thought of even so recently as the end of the last Great War. 

     On the intellectual side we observe countless multitudes of intelligent mind and numerous 

institutions, such as the League of Nations and Rotary International, to name only two, occupied in 
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bringing home to humanity that our social, religious, political and economic conceptions must be 

adopted to the vast changes in human conditions that have taken place during recent years. 

     Truly, it may be said that no generation before this has ever realized so clearly the 

interdependence of all peoples of the earth, and that it is now necessary to work for the betterment 

of our own countries, not for the sake of self-glorification but for the sake of the higher ideal of 

human brotherhood, not at the expense of our neighbors but for the best interests of humanity as a 

whole. 

     And yet, what do we see beside the inspiring spectacle of a humanity trying to unify the world, 

to weld the nations and races into an organic whole, and to supply the needs of all, with the resources 

at hand?  We see everywhere new political and economic barriers impeding the exchange of goods 

and the intercourse of men, all of them conceived without regard to present conditions. 

     We see, on the part of our leaders, a distressing lack of comprehension of the multitude of 

common problems that face us, and a deplorable lack of international unity of purpose and 

cooperation in their attempts to solve them.  This is probably the first time since history was written 

that mankind has a surplus of wealth, food and industrial products, and yet we see men starving by 

the millions in Asia.  There is food in plenty in other countries, if we could only arrange to transport 

it where it is needed.  We have not yet realized that the old maxim “Love and let live” must now 

vanish to give place to a better one, “Live and help live.” 

     We have read of shiploads of coffee, bananas, wheat, et cetera, being destroyed, simply owing 

to the absence of international arrangements for their distribution, or owing to the alleged necessity 

of maintaining the price level.  We ask ourselves in surprise how such lack of foresight and human 

sympathy can express itself with impunity in this vaunted age of enlightenment. 

     In the case of international finances we observe that funds are always available when a war is 

to be started, but that there is no money when we are confronted with economic problems, such as 

those that afflict the world at present.  Indeed, Confucius was right when he said three thousand 

years ago: “In my experience, the governors are generally worse than the governed.” 

     National selfishness, prejudice and intolerance and a lack of understanding among the nations, 

seem to me the primordial causes of the present state of things, and they all are the children of 

ignorance. 

     It is ignorance that blinds us to the fact that as long as countries continue the policy of tariff 

warfare and unduly severe immigration restrictions, there remains no other way of free trade and 

immigration to meet the needs of an increasing population.  There seems to be no other possibility, 

without complete liberty of trade, free play of capital, and equal opportunities in the development 

of waste lands. 

     Another barrier to international trade is the different national standards of currencies, which 

fluctuate not only according to the economic situation of the country concerned, but can be made to 

appreciate or depreciate by a few private speculators who control the finances of whole countries.  

Here, again, the primary cause is ignorance on the part of the peoples of the world, which enables 

this state of things to exist, without the restraint of law. 

     The diversity of languages is another barrier to the free intercourse of men and the 

international traffic of goods.  Modern communications have a tendency to unify and standardize 

many of our ideas and expressions, and I have no doubt that in time, out of the requirements of 

modern life will be born in universal language for the expression of our thoughts.  The evolution of 

such a language is already apparent.  Newly invented words are becoming common property the 
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world over.  The principal languages are blotting out their dialects.  Words with a common root 

in several languages are being fixed in their original meaning.  The strongly inflected languages are 

being simplified. 

     That the evolution of a new language is possible is proved by the fact that English is a mixture 

of many tongues, the original Anglo-Saxon words which it has retained being less than 300.  The 

process can be accelerated by schools, textbooks and dictionaries giving emphasis to words with a 

common root and meaning in the various existing languages.  You heard the interesting lecture 

today on Esperanto.  Therefore, I need not return to that argument. 

     Mankind is struggling onward and upward, and has been doing so for millenniums.  

Ignorance has always been the greatest obstacle to human progress.  The great Viceroy Chang Chih-

tung exhorted the Chinese nation to “Learn, learn, it is your only salvation.”  And this applies to 

humanity in this era, which will decide the fate of our descendants: “Learn, learn, it is your only 

salvation.” 

     It has been said that people have the leaders and governments they deserve.  So let us learn 

the art of government, if only to the extent of fitting ourselves for the task of electing our leaders 

from among men with an outlook wider than the mere frontiers of their countries, and who are 

conscious of the necessity of applying the Golden Rule to all activities in industries and trade, as well 

as in the diplomatic dealings with our neighboring nations. 

     This is on the program disarmament.  I shall try to present that problem as briefly as possible. 

     When I was a young man and began to take an interest in human affairs, I often wished that I 

had lived in one of the ages when great things were done, when humanity was on the threshold of a 

new era.  Such was the time of Renaissance in Italy when a new political and social order was 

evolved out of the chaos and barbarism which was afflicting Europe.  Such was the time after the 

long period of religious wars which followed the Reformation, when people began to ask themselves 

whether it was really worthwhile to kill one another and devastate whole countries for the sake of 

religious questions and problems, which, perhaps, can never be satisfactorily decided at all.  Such, 

again, was the time of the French Revolution when the principles of democracy and political and 

religious toleration began to take hold of men’s minds. 

     We are living today in such an age.  We are standing on the threshold of a new era, in a period 

of conflicting economic interests, in which it will be decided whether it is worthwhile for the nations 

and races of the earth to fall upon one another with fire and sword and to cripple and ruin one 

another as they did in the last Great War, for the sake of domestic or national interests, rivalries for 

lands, trade or markets, or whether it is not more profitable to cultivate understanding, goodwill 

and cooperation in this shrinking and closely knit world of ours. 

     There is, however, this difference between the ages gone by and our present portentous century:  

While formerly the direction of human affairs was in the hands of a few men who by birth, fortune 

or understanding genius were the leaders of mankind, today, in this democratic age, every common 

man and woman bears his or her share of responsibility for the destiny of humanity.  History will 

record whether our children and children’s children, looking back towards us, will bless or curse the 

generation that lived at this turning point and shaped the future of mankind. 

     But there is much ground for hope in the future.  No generation before this has ever realized 

more fully the interdependence of all nations and races.  The League of Nations, however 

inadequate, is but one of a hundred facts pointing toward a growing tendency among the 

intelligentsia of the world, to deal with world problems in a spirit of conciliation, toleration and 
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goodwill.  Everybody seems to be penetrated by the necessity of a broader outlook upon mankind, 

of destroying national prejudice, fear and suspicion, and of adapting our social and political and 

religious conceptions to the vast changes in human conditions that have taken place during recent 

years. 

     There is also evident everywhere a more spectacular sign of the times, and that is the 

movement for the disarmament of the military machinery, which, like the sword of Damocles, 

dangles as a continual danger over the head of this distressed humanity and swallows up such a 

tremendous percentage of the resources of our already impoverished nations.  But the forces that 

are lined up in defense of the old beliefs and habits which ended in the Great War are many and 

formidable. 

     The apostles of the doctrine of “Si vis pacem para bellum,” “If you wish peace, prepare for war,” 

seem to have all the advantages on their side.  They point to history and say that for human nature, 

as it is, the terrible implications of war have never been deterrents; that wars are the natural means 

for keeping down surplus populations and for preserving nations from degeneracy and lethargy, and 

that, therefore, permanent peace is not within the limits of practical politics. 

     The enemies of total or even partial disarmament are principally those interested in military 

matters and in the manufacture of arms, ammunition and war material.  You may have read certain 

articles appearing from time to time in the press of the world which are written evidently with the 

purpose of keeping alive among nations the war spirit, and that fear, suspicion and animosity, which 

are the forerunners of war.  These people preach a patriotism of the narrowest kind but appear to 

make no pretense to love for their country. 

     Recently in “The Nation” a correspondent supplied some interesting information on the 

activities of some large munition makers during the Great War.  A French nickel concern supplied 

nickel to the German Krupp works, shipping from New Caledonia to Germany via Norway.  Copper 

was handled similarly through the intermediary of a British concerns during the war, and the Krupp 

works sold to a British firm a patented fuse for use against the German soldiers. 

     An Austrian arms factory supplied Russia with cannon to mow down the Austrian regiments, 

while the allies were confronted in the Dardanelles by rifles and bullets, cannon and shells supplied 

to Turkey by a British firm, while the war was going on. 

     The French deputy, Chouffet, reported in the chamber that during the war the conference of 

explosive manufacturers of all warring nations worked harmoniously in Switzerland.  Whole 

trainloads of chemicals were shipped from France to Switzerland, to be returned later to France by 

the German armies over the trenches in the form of phosgene for the killing of the poilus. 

     In January 1915, 200,000 kilograms of cyanide for war purposes were shipped from France to 

Germany, while the barbed wire in which thousands of Germans died at Douaumont was supplied 

one month previously by a German firm. 

     Now, to my mind this agitation for total or partial disarmament cannot produce definite and 

lasting peace unless the evil is tackled at its source.  Just as the traffic in narcotics which are 

poisoning whole nations in the Far East, cannot be stopped unless the various countries come to an 

agreement to stop their manufacture, so the traffic in arms and ammunition, which supplies 

indiscriminately friend, enemy, revolutionaries and brigands, will not cease unless the nations come 

to an agreement to really limit and control the output under the supervision of a properly constituted 

international body. 
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     Even this is not sufficient.  By scrapping guns and forts and ships and returning the soldiers 

to productive and more profitable occupations, we will have done far less than half of the work, for 

certain modern factories can, in a very short time be turned into arms and munition factories, and 

in cases of serious disputes, war-like nations will readily turn into warriors again. 

     The disarmament is indeed essential before we can beat the swords into plowshares.  I read 

somewhere that Poland presented to the Disarmament Conference at Geneva a draft convention 

binding states to severely penalize cases of incitements to war. 

     It seems to me educational possibilities offered by schools, radio and the cinema are a far surer 

factor of international understanding than compulsion by law.  We should have more world-

minded teachers in the elementary and middle schools where we are shaping the minds of the 

oncoming generation and where we could build up a higher conception of loyalties and international 

comprehension, transcending the frontiers of nations. 

     The cinema offers a potent means for furthering world peace.  Though it is still in its infancy, 

it has already penetrated so deeply into our social life as to constitute one of its essential elements.  

It is estimated that there are thirty millions of people crowding the picture shows daily.  Hence, no 

means for broadcasting ideas and facts stands comparison in its results with this most modern 

invention.  And there is no language as universal and eloquent in its appeal as that of the film, in 

which the image speaks to the city man as well as to the farmer, to the civilized man as well as to the 

primitive savage. 

     The problem of directing, improving and coordinating the production of films for educational 

purposes was promoted to an official status by the establishment of the International Educational 

Cinematographic Institute of the League of Nations.  It aims at converting the screen into a means 

of international understanding and social elevation, into an auxiliary to all forms of activities of 

social and school educational value.  This institute deserves all the moral support Rotary 

International and its clubs, spread all over the world, can give. 

     Last, but not the least, there are the churches who might combine in exercising their influence 

for world peace.  They must at last use their responsibilities in creating a new public opinion, a will 

to peace.  It was a shock to the world in 1914 when it was seen that the churches were quite 

powerless to prevent the Great War.  Have they learned a salutary lesson?  It is time that the leader 

of Christianity should turn back and rediscover in its doctrines that super-patriotism of the Great 

Peacemaker, who knew no frontiers and who embraced in His love all the peoples of the earth.  Will 

those who are the “salt of the earth,” “the light of the world” rise to their responsibilities?  Will they? 

     Only by the concerted action of all the forces that influence humanity, can a world opinion 

favorable to peace be created.  But, however, loudly we exalt world peace, we must not allow 

ourselves to be swept from our moorings and tossed about in a sea of idealism.  Peace propaganda 

alone, even on a world-wide scale, will not give peace to the world.  Nations are not going to lightly 

cast aside the instruments and methods of the old order until there is evidence that their economic 

needs will be adequately guaranteed by a new order. 

     Over-populated and poor nations, living from hand to mouth, like Italy and Japan, for instance, 

will not bind themselves permanently by any world treaty of peace as long as their surplus 

population are debarred from entering more sparsely settled areas offering greater opportunities, 

nor will they enter into or feel bound by permanent peace pacts and disarmament treaties with those 

countries who have reached the saturation point in the possession of rich and undeveloped lands, 

until there is freedom of communication, abolition of tariff walls and tariff wars, access to world 
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markets, free play of capital and equal opportunities in the development of the backward territories 

of the world. 

     Until the statesmen can safeguard these basic rights, people will fight, and the danger of war 

will ever be dangling over our heads like a sword of Damocles.  (Applause) 

 

     ***   ***   *** 

 

     May I just say one word.  It is difficult to decide how a Rotary Club can assist in doing away 

with barriers like custom barriers that have been established by the government after long 

discussions in parliament, and so on, but there are minor barriers, minor features of such barriers 

that can be mitigated through the influence of Rotary clubs. 

     For instance, I found in one seaport some years ago that it took five days to pass cargo, 

imported cargo, through a custom house.  That is a formidable barrier.  When a merchant orders 

his goods, he expects them to come at a certain period so that he can sell them at a certain price; 

then they are delayed for five days at the custom house. 

     The Rotary Club took up that matter and presented it to the proper authorities, and within 

about a week means and ways were found to pass the goods within one day, and pass all other 

imported goods within one day.  That shows how the Rotary Club can work to lighten the obstacles 

of barriers.   

     There may be other cases.  For instance, in a certain country in Europe, not a Rotary Club but 

another association suggested to the government that the government should make an agreement 

with Switzerland to have the passport barrier done away with.  Thanks to the movement on the part 

of that institution, I as an Italian can travel from China to Europe, all over Europe, whenever I wish 

to, without a single visa.  That means that I save at least $50 gold in visa and a great amount of 

trouble.  I need only present my passport.  They see that it is an Italian passport, and they say it is 

all right, except in America where there is a lot of trouble and delay.  In all countries in Europe I 

can travel without any passport barrier. 

     Those are two examples which occur to me just at this moment that the Rotary clubs could use 

their influence in. 

 

1932 – House of Friendship, 23rd Annual Convention of Rotary International 
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1933 – Rotary and its relations to problems of the Far East were chief points of discussion at meetings of these 

Rotarians on board the S.S. Conte Verde en route from Venice to the Far East.  Present were: Rotarians Carlo Bos 

(front center), past president of the Shanghai Rotary Club, China, and member of International Service Committee 

of Rotary International during the past years; Hans Frohlick, Bombay, India; Ernst Raimann, Penang, Straits 

Settlement; and Dr. Yen Te-Ching (顏德慶博士) (front right), past president of Peking Rotary Club, China.   

Mrs. Bos was the lady at left and Miss Bos was at center. 

 

 
1935 – Though busy winning fame in the 4-H Club Congress, in Chicago, these boys and girls (honored by Eugene, 

Oregon, Rotarians as state champions) invited Founder Paul Harris and President Ed. R. Johnson (extreme left and 

right) at Rotary’s Secretariat and heard a talk on Chinese youth by Carlo Bos of Tientsin (second from right). 
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