
1 
 

2,000 Rotary Clubs in China at the Hub of the Orient 

By Herbert K. Lau (劉敬恒) (Rotary China Historian) 

1 August 2015 

 

 

Service clubs are voluntary non-profit organizations whose members meet regularly not only 

for the purpose of engaging in service or charitable work, but also in part for networking purposes 

and the benefits of fellowship.  Some of the largest and best known service club organizations are 

Rotary International, Lions Clubs International, and Kiwanis International.  Rotary’s motto is

《Service Above Self》, while Lions’ is《We Serve》, and Kiwanis’ motto is《Serving the Children of 

the World》.  Service clubs do not advocate any specific ideology, nor do they engage in political 

activity. 

Rotary, Lions, and Kiwanis were all created at the turn of the 20th Century.  This was an area 

of fundamental changes in the United States due to rapid urbanization, industrialization, as well as 

immigration.  Americans had to move across the country to find employment, and this challenged 

traditional forms of social capital based on relationships with families and childhood friends.  The 

rise of service clubs and other organizations created at the same time such as the Boy Scouts, the 

Red Cross, etc., helped to foster stronger links in communities and new relationships that could 

replace some of the lost ones, in the case of service clubs, which started as business networking clubs 

and continued to serve that purpose, the organizations also helped to foster much needed trust 

among local businessmen. 

The first service club was the Rotary Club of Chicago, U.S.A., which was created in 1905 by Paul 

Percy Harris, a lawyer.  The first Rotary Club formed in China to share the ideal of Service Above 

Self was the Shanghai Rotary Club (上海扶輪社) in 1919 by 37 Americans.  Rotary went on its 

development gradually along those international trade ports and provincial capitals of the 

Republican China.  Eighty years ago, Dr. Chengting T. Wang (王正廷博士) did has the dream of 

developing 2,000 new Rotary clubs in China, when he was inaugurated on 1 October 1935 as the first 

Chinese to serve Rotary International as District Governor supervising 15 Rotary clubs located in 

the Republic of China, the British Crown Colony Hong Kong, as well as The Philippine Islands (U.S.A. 

Protectorate).  After the hard time of 8 years of war against the Imperial Japanese aggression, 

though still suffering from the civil war battles (see maps on Page 8), Wang still had the dream of 

establishing “2,000 Rotary Clubs in China”.  So, in November 1946, he expressed his dream again 

to the Rotary World in《The Rotarian》magazine (read the full text on pages 2-3).  Wang was for 

his whole life a true Rotarian who was the “great engineer” of Rotary in China including Taiwan, 

Hong Kong and Macao – from 1920 he first joined Shanghai Rotary Club until he died in 1961 as a 

Hong Kong Rotarian --- from north he participated in the organizing of Peking Rotary Club in 1922 

to south he served Rotary International as an Administrative Advisor to China while being a Hong 

Kong citizen --- from east he was the first District Governor in 1935 in Shanghai to west as a 

Chungking Rotarian he became R.I. Director 1944-1946 concurrently 2nd Vice President 1945-1946.   
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*****     *****     *****     *****     *****     *****     ***** 

 

 

Dr. Chang-Lok Chen (陳長樂博士) was a member of the Chicago Rotary Club, Illinois, U.S.A., 

where he was the Consul General, Republic of China, but he fondly recalled his halcyon days when 

he lived in his native city, Guangzhou.  He also had nostalgic recollections of Yale University, U.S.A., 

when he played on a champion soccer team. 

Chen was born in Toi-Shan District, Kwantung (now Taishan City, Guangdong) in 1886; 

Studied at Northwestern University, Yale University, and the University of Chicago obtained the 

degrees of Bachelor of Philosophy and Juris Doctor.  He was Professor of English at the National 

University of Peking; Nanyang College, Shanghai; and National Sun Yat-sen University, Canton.   

Chen also held the following official positions at various times: English Secretary and later 

Director of the 2nd Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the National Government in 

Canton.  From 1925 he served as a superintendent of Customs and commissioner of Foreign Affairs 

of Qiongshan.  In 1927 he was appointed Commissioner of Foreign Affairs of Canton.  

Since 1928 Chen held the post of a director of the Bureau of Propaganda of the Political Council 

of the Southwest.  The following year he was appointed Superintendent of Customs of Qiongshan.  

Between 1930 and 1932 Chen served as Ambassador to Singapore, and from 1932 to 1934 Consul 

General in San Francisco, U.S.A.  In 1937-1939, Chen was Consul General at Ottawa, Canada. 
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The Republic of China as in 1946 

 

 

Chinese Civil War 1927-1949  -- Nationalist Vs Communist 
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