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The “Wartime President” of Shanghai Rotary Club

William Zu-Liang Sung (;% f# %) was the “Wartime President” of Shanghai Rotary Club (*
/4 % #34+) from 1941 overcoming to 1946 the entire period of the Pacific War which was a chapter
of the World War II, and/or the Chinese War against Imperial Japan’s Aggression. He joined
Shanghai Rotary Club on 24 April 1928 (Classification: Recreation—Physical Training)
(Nickname: Bill) when he was the Dean of Studies concurrently Director of Physical Training,
St. John’s University (¥ £ # ~ £ ), Shanghai.

Bill was elected to serve as Club President in 1941. Unfortunately, Anglo-American
influence effectively within the International Settlement ended after 8 December 1941, when the
Imperial Japanese Army entered and occupied due to outbreak of the Pacific War. Because of
the hostilities, Shanghai Rotary Club could only hold one regular meeting on Thursday 11
December 1941. There was a fair attendance, total 54, of all nationalities represented in the Club
--including the 2 Japanese members. Subsequently, no direct steps were taken by the occupying
forces to suppress the Club. But in view of the fact that the authorities at an early date after the
outbreak of hostilities prohibited the holding of meetings without permission it was evident, that
it would not be possible for the Club to continue its normal activities, although the Japanese
Rotarians were inclined to believe that no objections would be raised by the military authorities.
At a meeting on the 13 December 1941, the Board of Directors decided, therefore, to go into recess
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for the time being “due to financial reasons and transportation difficulties”. It was considered
desirable, however, that the Club secretariat should be maintained.

To save the Club’s expenses, the secretariat was moved from Room 301 of the Metropole
Hotel (;’Kiﬁ 4% Ji. ) to the Nanking Theatre (= % = it %) (see photo on Page 8) (the same premises
of today’s Shanghai Concert Hall + /% § # &) at Avenue Edward VIl (today Yan An East Road)
(~w A § % T —4 # % L ). The management, of which was represented by Rotarian T. J.
Holt (i 2% ), very kindly placed office accommodation at the disposal of the Club free of charge.
When the Club’s paid-secretary was interned, the office was closed and put in charge of Holt who
had looked after all Club’s property and records and had been able to return them completely
intact at the end of the War. President “Bill” William Sung and directors met again on several
occasions during the first half of the year 1942. At these meetings various routine matters were
dealt with, inter alia, the distribution of renovated toys which had been collected prior to the
outbreak of the Pacific War but not delivered to the various orphanages and institutions, of which
the Club had been offering with thousands of toys each Christmas for several years.

The question of resuming normal activities, which would require establishing contact with
the Japanese military authorities, was decided against. At this junction, communication
between the Club in Shanghai and Rotary International in the United States was disconnected.
Rotary membership had to be ceased effective on 31 December 1943 according to the provisions
of the Constitution. Members, however, for a time maintained contact with each other through
informal meetings in each other’s houses by rotation---a procedure which in the circumstances
was found well suited for enhancing fellowship and for the promotion of goodwill and
understanding among the many nationalities of which the membership of the Club was
composed of. On one or two occasions enquiries were made by officials of the Japanese
occupation forces as to the nature of the Rotary Club, but these enquiries were rather easily
passed off.

A number of Allied Rotarians were repatriated in 1942 whilst the remaining American and
British members of the Club during 1942/1943 were successively interned in various
concentration camps in and around Shanghai. The other members of the Club maintained
contact from time to time, but did not attempt to meet in any regular or formal manner as
Rotarians.

Towards the end of 1944, when it was clear that the internees in Shanghai camps had a very
hard time owing to serious shortage of food, it was arranged to send each interned Rotarian and
each member of his family a special Christmas parcel with greetings from “Thursday Tiffin
Friends”, of which gifts were much appreciated.

In August 1945 at the end of the War, the question of again taking up the activities of the
Club was considered by Bill in consultation with various members. But owing to the difficulty of
establishing contact with interned members and the abnormal situation prevailing at the time
(both as regards finances, transportation and business in general), it was decided not to take
immediate steps to call a meeting of the Board of Directors or endeavor to hold Club meetings.
On the initiative of Bill, an informal get together was arranged in the grounds of St. John’s
University on the afternoon of 29 September 1945, when the majority of members interned
locally had been set free. About 30 members of the Shanghai Club and some 10 Outport
Rotarians spent a pleasant two-hour together, and the returned internees were greeted with
particular enthusiasm by their fellow Rotarians.
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On that occasion the question of resuming regular meetings was considered but the
consensus of opinion of those present was to the effect, that the taking up of the normal activities
of the Club would have to be deferred for some time owing to transportation difficulties and the
problem of finding suitable accommodation for holding weekly luncheon meetings — the
question of expenses being also of some importance in the prevailing circumstances.

In the course of the month of October all interned Rotarians were released —- those from
Haiphong Road, who had been sent to North China, were the last to arrive. A meeting of the
Club was called on 9 November 1945. This meeting was held in the Bankers’ Club and was well
attended —- too well for the accommodation available. There were present 44 members, 10
Outport Rotarians, 4 overseas Rotarians and several guests, some of them former members of
the Club. The members present expressed the opinion that steps should be taken to re-establish
the Club vis-a-vis Rotary International as soon as possible, and that regular meetings should be
resumed as soon as a suitable meeting place available. The last elected in 1941 Board of Directors
were requested to take the necessary steps in that direction.

At a meeting of that Board held on 15 November 1945, it was decided to enquire from Rotary
International’s Second Vice-President in Chungking (Chonggqing) (£ & ), China, Dr. Chengting

T. Wang (2 i 2£4% 1), as to the steps it would be necessary to take in order again to formalize
the Club’s relation with Rotary International. Dr. Wang in reply gave certain directions.

It was the view of the Board of Directors and members that the Shanghai Rotary Club as
such had not been dissolved —- they had simply discontinued to meet. According to strict Rotary
rules, they had, of course, ceased to exist as a Club in good standing when they failed to meet
regularly and failed to collect membership dues and Club subscriptions for four years. But a
large majority of the old members were ready to resume meetings as soon as circumstances
permitted after the end of hostilities.

On 5 December 1945, President “Bill” William Sung wrote to Rotary International enquiring
for the reinstatement of the Club Membership, stating that the officers and Board of Directors
elected in 1941, and whose activities were discontinued under force majeure in December of that
year, would continue to function until the end of the Rotary Year, i.e. 30 June 1946. The reply
soon arrived and that Shanghai Rotary Club was re-admitted to Rotary International on 27
March 1946, after the normal membership application procedures with 70 members on the
roster. The regular meetings were arranged as: (a) every second Thursday 12:15 p.m. at The
Oriental Hotel (+ & *z4+) located at the Wing On Department Store Building (- % == @ * );
(b) the other Thursday meetings would be in the afternoon but the venue would be rotating.

The “Wartime President” of St. John’s University

The boldness, responsibility and contribution that Bill devoted to St. John’s University
(SJU), Shanghai, during the wartime, parallel to that of Shanghai Rotary Club, were far much
heavier. Bill first joined SJU in 1921 as physical education teacher, then in 1923 concurrently
the Dean of Studies and Director of Physical Training. He was Vice President in 1929 under Rev.
Francis Lister Hawks Pott ( * %), and later the first Chinese born Acting President, and then
President, during the Pacific War (1941-1945) which was a chapter of the World War I1.

Bill was born in January 1896 in Ningpo (Ningbo) (% &), a port in Chekiang (Zhejiang)
Province (;#77x 8 ), south of Shanghai. Bill was the youngest son in the family, and had two older
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brothers and five sisters. The Sung family of Ningpo had a long tradition of service to the
Christianity with the Anglican Church in particular. Bill’s father Rev. Dr. Sung Tsae-Seng (74 §*

7% 1% 14 ) was an assistant bishop of the Anglican Church Diocese in Chekiang (Zhejiang) Province.
As a matter of fact, Bill’s father was the first ethnic Chinese bishop in the Anglican Communion,

and his grandfather was the first Chinese priest ordained by the Anglican Church. Bill’s younger
uncle was also ordained priest, and several of his aunts married clergymen. He also had one
older brother who became a priest of the Anglican Church as well.

Bill attended SJU in Shanghai from the fall of 1910 to 1919, starting in the Fourth Class of
the Preparatory Department (basically a middle/high school) in September 1910, and repeating
this class in September 1911. He had advanced to Third Class by 1912, and proceeded normally
from there. In 1915 he entered the college program, matriculating into the School of Arts. He
graduated in 1919 with a Bachelor of Arts, but he did not leave SJU right away, staying on for a
year as the physical education teacher.

Bill went to the United States on 27 September 1920 from Shanghai, headed to Oberlin
College, Ohio. According to the Chinese Students’ Association’s { Who’s Who of the Chinese
Students in America) of 1921, Bill was studying Physical Education at Oberlin and hoped to
earn his Master of Arts degree. He lived at 106 W. Lorain Street in Oberlin and planned to return
to Shanghai the following year to assume again his job as the physical education teacher at SJU.
But before his return, he married Lily Annabelle Yet-Oi Soo-Hoo (7 #_* &) (American born
Chinese, also an Oberlin graduate) on 21 June 1921 at Oberlin Christ Church (today Christ
Episcopal Church), Ohio.

Both Bill and Lily began work at SJU in the fall semester of 1921. Lily, drawing on her
premed coursework, taught chemistry and biology while Bill was still with physical education.
In 1923, Bill was appointed the SJU Dean of Studies concurrently Director of Physical Training,
and then in 1929 the Acting Vice President. It was a role he would only hold in person for one
semester, because in July of 1929, Bill returned to America to study college administration.

The entire family, consisting of Bill, Lily, and four children, left Shanghai on 27 July 1929 to
America in service of Bill’s day job: he did graduate work at Columbia University, New York, in
College Administration studies. It was paid for by SJU to prepare him better to take up the
deanship. Lily and the girls seem to have been headed to Berkeley to visit Lily’s mother.

When the Sungs returned from America, they had a few more idyllic years in Shanghai
before the War began. The 1937 Battle of Shanghai caused major upheaval in the Sungs’ lives,
closing down SJU and thrusting Bill into the role of Vice President. The University hoped to
open for the fall semester in October. Then, a mere 4 years later, the President of SJU, Rev. F.
L. Hawks-Pott, retired, and Bill took over the presidency in 1941 (see photo on Page 10). Bill
was not a popular president, from at least one account. The students “bitterly opposed” him and
he ended up resigning in 1946. Bill was even tried by the Kiang Su High Court on charges of
collaboration. Regardless, he kept SJU going during the Japanese occupation and was even able
to work with American missionaries until their internment by the Japanese in 1943.

The wartime life in SJU was bitter. In a personal letter of 1945 to relatives, Lily wrote:

Two thousand Chinese troops came to stay at our campus September 8 and the place is
humming with activity. There will also be about a thousand U.S. troops here, so soon we shall



see the last of the horrible Japs, I hope. They had finally taken three of our buildings again, and
we are certainly thankful that the Atomic Bomb finished off the war before anything else
happened around here. For the last eight years we never knew when we would have to vacate
the next hour. The whole city was honeycombed with the Japs, and this city was G.H.Q. for them
in this region, so in case of more fighting, we would surely have gotten at least one Atomic Bomb
if the war had continued. Physically Shanghai has not suffered too much, but morally, spiritually,
financially and nutritionally, it has not been so good. Those on top worked for the Japs (and
there were hundreds of thousands of them in the commandeered factories, etc., making war
supplies and goods, wherefore no servants since the war began) and have been sitting well, but
our middle class, especially teachers and those who did not work for the Japs have had a very
hard time. We have sold all of our possessions which anyone was willing to buy to pay for food
which reached such fantastic prices, as this funny money in which our salary is paid could not
buy much...

It has been very beautiful these days to see and hear the U.S. planes zooming over us,
bringing our troops from West China, and dropping food and supplies by parachute to the
foreign interns in the Jap prison camp very near us. All of our U.S. and British teachers are now
out and back on the campus or Jessfield compound .... The children are all fairly well, though all
below par physically. We all need to gain weight before the winter comes.

After the War, Bill was eventually accused of collaboration. In his trial, Bill claimed that
he had no choice but to co-operate with the Japanese military authorities in order to maintain
the normal operation of SJU, and that he was never a member of any “anti-British/American”
association, and that his participation in local sporting associations (which included teams of
foreigners, presumably Japanese) was due to his long experience with the sports world, and
not because he was raising money from foreign governments. The local Chinese press reported
the court case and sentence on 11 April 1947:

(Former St. John’s University president Z. L. Sung was charged with suspicion of treason and
sentenced yesterday morning at the high court. Sung walked slowly into the court, appearing
thin and pallid. The hair at his temples looking whiter than before. He wore a grey Western
suit and overcoat. Judge Xiao stood up and read the sentencing article out loud: “Z. L. Sung,
who schemed to communicate with the enemy and conspired to resist his own country, is
sentenced to one year and six months of imprisonment. He is deprived of his public rights for
two years, and his property will be confiscated except what his family requires to live.” )

First Chinese Chief Delegate of Olympic

Bill loved sports in his student days and was an all-around athlete. Especially in the college,
he was the captain of the St. John’s University football team and was a strong figure. In the field
of fierce competition, the students gave him the nickname “Elephant”, and he participated in
several competitions with the then Nanyang University (= * + 4 ) (now Shanghai Jiaotong
University + ;4 = id +* &) to win the championship. Other sports such as basketball and baseball,
Bill was also good experts.

After graduating from SJU in 1919, he stayed on as a physical education teacher. In 1920,
he went to the United States and to study at Oberlin College, where he specialized in physical
education and received a master's degree. Returning to China in 1923, he was appointed by SJU
as the Dean of Studies concurrently the Director of Physical Training. Under his training and
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coaching, the SJU football, basketball and baseball teams were led by Bill, representing the
Republic of China, to participate in the Far Eastern Championship Games.

In order to promote China’s sports activities, the senior sporting activists such as career
diplomat Dr. Chengting T. Wang (% i z£4% 1 ) (Shanghai Rotarian) and the founder of Nan Kai
University (= # + #), Chang Po-Ling (5 i© %), etc., established the China National Amateur
Athletic Federation (CNAAF) (¢ # > ®## ¥ #i& ¢ ) in Nanking (Nanjing) (& » ) on 24 August
1924. Chang was elected Honorary President, Wang the Chairman and Director, and Bill too
was appointed Honorary Chief Secretary (see photo on Page 11). The establishment of the
CNAAF was an important milestone in the history of Chinese sports with self-organizing and
self-governing to enter international games.

Bill made every effort to open up the work of the CNAAF. In view of no concrete financial
support, Bill ran through everywhere and anywhere to catch every chance in raising funds. He
also initiated the establishment of East China Sports Equipment Co., Ltd. for profit-making,
presided over the construction of Shanghai Stadium (now the Jiangwan Stadium 7z /848 5 3-),
and served as the first and second terms Chairman of the Shanghai Football Federation.

In 1925 Bill was selected to serve as Secretary for Chinese Olympic matters. This involved
a lot of international travel. Organized by the CNAAF, Bill led the Republic of China Sports
Delegation to participate in the 7th Far Eastern Championship Games held in the Philippines.
In 1927, the 8th Far Eastern Championship Games was held in Shanghai. That was the first
experience of the CNAAF to host the international games.

In 1932, CNAAF Honorary Chief Secretary Bill joined International Olympics Committee
Member Dr. Chengting T. Wang leading the Republic of China Delegation to participate in the
10th Olympic Games held in Los Angeles, U.S.A. This was the historical first show of China in
the Olympic (see photo on Page 12). And this show made Bill in history the “First Chief Delegate
of Chinese Olympic”. The Olympic delegation---including the sole Chinese Olympic athlete, Liu
Chang-Chun (%% % )---from that year’s Games returned in September.

There was a political issue happened behind China’s participation. Due to the Sino-
Japanese War, the Republican China government originally decided to abstain from attending
the 1932 Olympic Games. On the other hand, the Japanese puppet state in Manchuria,
Manchukuo (% 7 ), announced that two athletes Liu Chang-Chun (%] % % ) and Yu Xi-Wei (=
# ¥ ) would be the Manchu representatives to Olympic. Liu then denied and proclaimed in May
through the press that as a Chinese citizen, he would never represent a puppet state. Instead, he
decided to represent the Republic of China. Liu was lucky to have the finance of 8,000 Silver
Dollars (+ i¥) sponsored by “Young Marshal” Chang Hstieh-Liang (> * % & %) to cover the
travelling expenses. Thus, CNAAF was able to form the China’s delegation with one single
athlete Liu because Yu was detained by the Japanese, while Manchukuo’s wish to expose its
existence in front of the global eyes was perished.

In October 1935, the CNAAF held its third General Congress of Deputies and revised the
constitution. The post of “President” was deleted. The administrator would be the “General
Secretary” of which Bill was the officer to carry on. Both Chang Po-Ling and Dr. Chengting T.
Wang would stay on as seniors of the CNAAF.



The next Olympics, of course, were the 11th Summer Olympics 1936 in Berlin, Germany.
And again, Bill was there and Liu Chang-Chun was there too. CNAAF organized a Chinese sports
delegation consisting of 141 people. The International Olympic Committee Member Dr.
Chengting T. Wang was the Chief Delegate and Bill was the General Secretary (see photo on Page
12). The entries were football, track and field, basketball, weight-lifting, jogging, and swimming.
Although not a single medal was awarded from that Games, the opportunity had already opened
a wide window for the Chinese to view the Olympics. On the other hand, the CNAAF initiated
an Observers Group to go along and join in this world sports gathering.

A Pastor in the United States

After the War, Bill was eventually accused of collaboration and was sentenced to jail for one
year and six months commencing 10 April 1947. Bill was released earlier on 26 December of that
year, but he still appealed his case to the Supreme Court, trying to get his record cleaned.
Amazingly, despite of all those difficulties, the Sung family stayed in Shanghai for another two
years before finally fleeing the war-torn city and migrated to the United States in 1949.

Upon arrival, Bill entered The General Theological Seminary of the Episcopal Church in
New York, to follow his brother’s, father’s, uncles’, and grandfather’s footsteps at the age of 52.
He studied there for one year and then transferred to the Church Divinity School of the Pacific,
presumably to live with his family in California. Bill was ordained as an Episcopal clergyman in
1950 and began his second career as a Chaplin with the Diocese of California, which he held for
more than 15 years. He worked at the Chinese Center in Berkeley, which was a religious outreach
center for children and elderly. He and his family lived at the Soo-Hoo residence: 2116 Channing
Way in Berkeley. On 6 June 1967, Bill died at age 70 of heart attack and was buried in Cypress
Lawn Memorial Park in San Mateo County, California. On 11 September 1993, Lily Soo-Hoo
died and was buried with her husband in the same place.

Episcopal Clergyman William Sung /7 2 K f7
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The Nanking Theatre --- Wartime shelter of the Shanghai Rotary Club secretariat
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Oriental Hotel in the Wing On Department Store Building---Meeting venue of the Shanghai Rotary Club in 1946


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/08/Nanking_Theatre.jpg
http://www.google.com.hk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiPjrzrqJPgAhWt3mEKHetHBeEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.zsmuseum.cn/?attachment_id%3D4154&psig=AOvVaw2fnZEBY1h_vGLAIGJpWxdm&ust=1548862491754285

T g < FF St. John'’s University Campus


http://www.google.com.hk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj509KIyI3gAhVHPHAKHTb-DukQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.lib.sju.edu.tw/school_history/stjohn5-2.asp&psig=AOvVaw1l0Rotz0RCLOK-RYroIMaF&ust=1548664779015522

ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY
May 29, 1941,

To the Members of the Faculty and Staff
Ste John's University.

My deer Colleegues,

- I feel sure that you will rejoice with me in the fact that the Univer-
sity is able to conclude the mcedemic year 1940-1941 successfully without any
undue interruptions. At the same time I fully realize that without your co-
operation and the co-operation of all the members of the faculty and staff, it
would have been a very difficult tns): for me to assume the responsibility of
the Administration during the middle of the year. I wish in the first place
to express my personal thanks to you all.

Time has come agein for the Administration to think of the personnel
of the University for the coming year, and it is hoped that you will continue
to offer your services to the University.

Due to the present emorgency the basic salary of all teachers and mem-
bers of the staff have not been increased since 1937, The operating expenses
of the University have grown many times and whatever surcharges we have been
imposing on student fees are not adequate to meet the financial obligations
of the University. 1

In order to meet the high cost of living expenses of teachers and
other workers the University had made several adjustments in the form of per=
centage, bonus or children allowance.

As per my letter of February 24, 1941, I mentioned that the Mission
had given the University a special grant of $2,500 U, S. currency, and there~
by guaranteeing the payment of the inorease up to the month of July. I re-
gret to inform you, however, that we have heard from the Mission authorities
in New York that Ste John's cannot expect the renewal of this grant from the
China Bmergency Fund. I promise you, however, that we will try our vory best
to continue this special increase after the month of July. We ere hoping
that both Dre Pott and Chancellor Cox will be successful in raising some money
specially for Sts John's in the near future. At the same time it is naturel
that we will still have to oxercise very strict economy in all departments of
the University. For this reason the University is not able to increase the
salaries of tho teachers at the present time. However, to make certain ad just-
ments, especially in the view of long service the University proposes to
increase the salaries of all the members of tho faculty and staff who heve
served the University for more than two years, and who are of reguler standing
end who are on full time basis, of $10 per month on the basic salary.

Before preparing thc .ogular contract I wish to hear from you whether
you agree to continue your service according to the above understanding.

Sincerely yours,

B ] Ly

WZLS 1M0 Acting-President

1941 # R RL AFFL 5 FBF F D A0 P TG < B R FRR R o

Circular to faculties in 1941 by Acting President William Sung explaining the financial difficulties of SJU
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1924 # 7 FrPIRI T g PN T E LR BRA - FAFTY 0 BEP ZHEBE L - T TE
1924 — William Sung (front R1), Dr. Chengting T. Wang, (rear R1), and Chang Po-Ling (rear center), and other
directors of China National Amateur Athletic Federation

1952 & — A2 (2 ) fr2 PEE L R FRA T 10 5 REFE -
1932 -- William Sung (left) and Dr. Chengting T. Wang at the 10th Olympic Games, Los Angeles, U.S.A.
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At the opening ceremony of the 10th Olympic Games in 1932, the China Delegation---The national flag bearer
Liu Chang-Chun, the only athlete, followed by Chief Delegate William Sung and 4 delegates.

1936 # 7 Btk d 11 £ RE g 7 B L B ghis-—32 7 &fF L (G d ) frptff? (s 3)
Part of the China Delegation at the 11th Olympic Games in 1936, Berlin, Germany — Dr. Chengting T. Wang
(front sitting center) and William Sung (front sitting right 3)
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