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Taipei Rotarian James C. H. Shen

The last official Republic of China ambassador to the United States

By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#xl=2) (Rotary China Historian)
10 February 2024

Ambassador James C. H. Shen (74 & ix + i# ) (2 July 1909 Shanghai — 12 July 2007 Taipei)
was an Active Member of Taipei Rotary Club (% # # #;4+) when he was Director of the
Government Information Office (37# % % ). Shen was later a diplomat. He served as
the last official Republic of China (¥ # % &) ambassador to the United States before 1979.

The then Taipei Rotary Club was a member of the Rotary International District 345
which was compiled with 3 territories of different nations: (1) The Republic of China — Taiwan
Province (¥ # =% -4 % %4 ); (2) The British Crown Colony Hong Kong (& R 7 % ¥ 4 i%);
and (3) The Portuguese Territory Macao (§ % 7 4g & /£ ).
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James Shen was born in Shanghai of the Ch’ing Empire (= /# ®_t /4) in 1909. He was
educated in the University of Shanghai (& ;= < ), followed by Yenching University (# » =
#) in Peking (Beijing) (# #.). He earned his Master’s degree in journalism at the University
of Missouri, U.S.A., in 1935.



Information Services

Shen worked as a reporter and editor in his early career. He reported for media
agencies throughout the Republic of China (ROC) and the British Crown Colony Hong Kong.
He fled to Taiwan when the nationalist ROC moved its capital and administration to Taiwan
following their defeat by the China Communist Party (¥ &+ & ‘% ) forces in 1949.

Additionally, Shen began working as an analyst and commentator for the ROC
government. His early civil service positions included “section chief” of the Ministry of
Information’s International Department, and as a Department Director for the Government
Information Office (GIO). He also became the President of the then state-owned Central
Motion Picture Corporation in 1963, and so has multiple film producer credits to his name.
Diplomatic Career

Shen served for a time as an English-Chinese language interpreter and secretary for
President Chiang Kai-Shek (4 # i % %t). He was then appointed spokesman for the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and head of the Government Information Office.

Shen served as Republic of China ambassador to Australia from 1966 until 1968 before
returning to Taiwan to become Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs between 1968 and 1971.

Shen was appointed Ambassador to the United States in 1971. Shen arrived in
Washington D.C. to assume his post just months before U.S. President Richard Nixon visited
Communist China on an official visit. While in Beijing (# » ), Nixon signed a communiqué
with Mao Zedong (= # %) administration. The communique officially created the United
States’ “One-China Policy” which acknowledged The People’s Republic of China’s (¥ # + &
£ 4= /) position that there is but one China and Taiwan is part of China. The U.S. does not
recognize The People’s Republic of China’s position and insists on the peaceful resolution of
cross-Strait differences, opposes unilateral changes to the status quo by either side, and
encourages both sides to continue their constructive dialogue on the basis of dignity and
respect.

Shen continued his efforts throughout the 1970s to persuade the United States to
continue to recognize Taiwan and the Nationalists. The Nationalists and the United States
had been important World War II and Cold War allies until the Nixon Administration.
Shen’s diplomacy proved in vain. The United States, under President Jimmy Carter,
officially severed diplomatic relations with the Republic of China (Taiwan) in 1979 as part of
its One-China Policy.

Shen returned to Taipei (% #*) in January 1979 and retired. He wrote a highly critical
book about the U.S. withdrawing its recognition of Taiwan, the event of which he was a first-
hand witness. Shen died at his home in Taipei on 12 July 2007, after a lengthy illness. He
was aged 98 and was survived by his wife, Wei-Yi Shen (#]% i%).

Since 1979, the Republic of China (Taiwan) no longer maintains an embassy in the
United States, since there are no official diplomatic relations between the two countries.
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However, Taiwan continues to operate a representative office in Washington D.C., called the

Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office (%% & 4 #
United States, with offices in twelve other American cities.
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1962 # 10 " 31 p » %~ £ 5 EGFHEL WL FA7 BEPRIE[T ATF £ AGRIL(Z 2 )EE A 1 H
FrRIAFIRE T 2T A #FFR(ZT)
31 October 1962 -- The first Golden Horse Awards ceremony was held in Taipei. Government Information
Office Director James Shen (L4) served as the Chairman, and the awards presentation was officiated by the
Executive Yuan Vice President Wang Yun-Wu (L5).

1964 # 2 7 47 —£ [~ Z @R B AT A #ldn g £ FAF R PG 5 B 20 41 7 LG A A F R
Feow s BE 7L FyR AR B e
4 February 1964 - During the Second Taiwan Strait Crisis, James Shen, Director of the Government
Information Office, led a delegation of 20 plus foreign journalists to Matsu and Peikam to cover the artillery

facts. The delegation was greeted by the frontier army commander.
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1964 # 05 7 09 7 [Fre/ffe Rk ek (2 )F ATHE p A &AL £ DB ATHR TG § % -
9 May 1964 -- Executive Yuan President Yen Chia-Kan (right) and Government Information Office Director

James Shen jointly attended the press liaison meeting.
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1966 # —— 7P Z 3 BRI ERE BER () A FLEE 2 Fze ¢ FEOATE ARG K ER o
1966 -- Chiang Ching-Kuo (left), Defense Minister of the Republic of China, holds a press conference after

visiting the Republic of Korea, accompanied by James Shen, Director of Government Information Office.
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1966 # 10 % 5 7 A@ldcy Fpex v ERFAE= JI I < @ > FLRARBEL(P )AL FY T GREHF-
5 October 1966 — James Shen was sworn in as the Ambassador of the Republic of China to Australia. Vice

President Yen Chia-Kan (middle) administered the oath on behalf of President Chiang Kai-Shek.
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FL WP AR OR AT B W RE LA Y T2 ) y;mf;a b BRiE
4 .
UNITED NATIONS —  THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Resolution 2758 (XXVI) -- Resolution on Admitting Peking
Recalling the principles of the Charter of the United Nations.

Considering the restoration of the lawful rights of the People's Republic of China is essential both for
the protection of the Charter of the United Nations and for the cause that the United Nations must
serve under the Charter.

Recognizing that the representatives of the Government of the People's Republic of China are the
only lawful representatives of China to the United Nations and that the People's Republic of China is
one of the five permanent members of the Security Council.

Decides to restore all its rights to the People's Republic of China and to recognize the representatives
of its Government as the only legitimate representatives of China to the United Nations, and to expel
forthwith the representatives of Chiang Kai-shek from the place which they unlawfully occupy at the

United Nations and in all the organizations related to it.
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(The U.S. & Free China — How the U.S. sold out its ally) (1983)
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