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Nanking Rotarian Educator Dr. Chen Yu-Gwan

By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#«c2) (Rotary China Historian)
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PREEEE L — £ ERE (1927-1950)
Dr. Chen Yu-Gwan, President of Nanking University (1927-1950 )

Dr. Chen Yu-Gwan (45 & % 1), HonEdD (California), PhD (Columbia), MA (Columbia),
BSc (Nanking) (1893-1989 ) , was an educator, a chemist, a Charter Member of Nanking
Rotary Club (=% » # #:4+) (1934) (Classification: Education — Universities), and member of

numerous organizations and also took several official positions. He devoted his life to education
and was one of the earliest and longest-serving higher education seniors in China.

Chen was born on 7 March 1893 in Ningbo, Chekiang (Zhejiang) Province of the Ch’ing
Empire (+ i % B#7z 4 ®4 3 ). After his graduation from the Nanking University (£ i ~ )
in 1915, Chen devoted his time during 1915-1916 to the study of Chinese classics and in the
summer of 1916, he went to America as a private student and first entered the Case School of
Applied Science in Cleveland, Ohio, as a special student in chemistry. Chen took postgraduate
work under the direction of Faculty of Pure Science of Columbia University in 1917, receiving his
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Master of Arts degree in 1918 and Doctor of Philosophy degree in 1922 and being awarded in
1929 the Columbia University Medal, granted to graduates who have secured their degrees at
Columbia and have returned to their native lands and there rendered public service.

While in the United States, Chen was elected General Manager of the (Chinese Students’
Monthly) from 1919 to 1920. Chen was appointed Chairman of the Chinese Committee for
Famine Relief and drove to America between 1920 and 1921. He returned to China in 1922 and
was appointed Director of the Department of Physics and Chemistry at the National Peking
Normal University (R # # f# # + & %) in 1925. During this time, he also served as Dean of
the Administration and for two years as Chairman of the University Council, acting for a while
as President of the institution. In the fall of 1925, he returned to the Nanking University and in
1926 was made Dean of the College of Arts and Science.

Chen was elected President of the Nanking University in November 1927, and served until
October 1950. He was elected President of the Chinese Chemical Society in 1933 and one of the
ten specialists who were invited to attend the National Examination and Personnel Conference
of the Central Government in November 1934.

Chen was a respected Chinese educator who held numerous important positions in China
and was a member of privileged organizations, such as: Honorary Chemical and Scientific
Fraternity, Phi Lambda Upsilon, United States, 1919; Honorary Chemical and Scientific
Fraternity, Sigma XI, United States, 1922.

Chen was the eldest son of the 8 children. His younger brother Chen Yu-Hwa (f# 43 %) re-
chartered Nanking Rotary Club after the War (Classification: Commercial Banking), and served
as President in 1946-1947, and later Rotary District 58 Governor in 1949-1950-1951.
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Dr. Chen Yu-Gwan at the Nanking University Campus
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Nanking University President Chen Yu-Gwan received Premier & Mrs. Sun Fo, Repblic of China



(Z-%) £HFAEREMIBE P FAFFRIZIEFY I~ FRMRREF TG~ F5F £ P
Chinese premier visits Christian Nanking University
(left to right) Nanking University President Chen Yu-Gwan; General Chiang Kai-Shek, Premier of China; Mr.
Tai Chi-Too, President of Examination Yuan; Mr. Chen Shu-Ren, Secretary
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President Chen Yu-Gwan, Nanking University, Nanking, and

President John Leighton Stuart, Yen Ching University, Peking
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A graduate diploma issued by President Chen Yu-Gwan, Nanking University, in 1939.



1922 # - pip £ > pEE 29 Fi
Chen Yu-Gwan in 1922 at his age of 29.

1986 # - pip £ - pEE 94 f
Chen Yu-Gwan in 1986 at his age of 94.
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Dr. Chen Yu-Gwan Statue was erected in September 2008 by Nanking University Alumni Association at the
previous campus of the Nanking University (nowadays Nanjing University)
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