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Macao stamps commemorate the 110 years of Rotary

By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#=c2) (Rotary China Historian)
23 February 2015
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On 16 February 2015, the Macao Post and Telecommunications issued a stamp and a
souvenir sheet to commemorate the “110th Anniversary of the Founding of Rotary
International”. The stamp with a face value of MOP 5.50 is featuring the portrait of Paul
Harris, Rotary’s founder; and the Souvenir Sheet including a MOP 12 stamp, featuring
Rotary’s global mission to End Polio.



“Rotary International” is a federation of Rotary clubs around the world. Rotary is an
organization that unites leaders in business and professions around the world, provides
philanthropic service, encourages high ethical standards in the vocations, and helps building
goodwill and peace in the world. Rotary International is composed of Rotary clubs that
continue to fulfill the obligations imposed by their charter documents.

The purpose of Rotary International is to:

1) Encourage, promote, expand and monitor the Rotary Movement worldwide;
2) Coordinate and pre-direct various activities of Rotary International.

The mission of Rotary International is to serve others and promote integrity through the
network of business, professional and community leaders, and to advance the world’s
understanding of goodwill and peace.

Rotary’s organization is divided into three levels: Rotary Club, District and International,
which assist in realizing Rotary’s service projects.

Rotarians are members of Rotary Clubs, which are members of the global organization
Rotary International. Each Rotary Club elects its own officers and enjoys considerable
autonomy within the framework of the Model Rotary Club Constitution and the Rotary
International Constitution and By-laws.

The first Rotary Club was organized in Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A., on 23 February 1905.
Paul Harris, who was a young lawyer at the time, in pursuit of fellowship and professional
comradeship, invited a group of men from different professions to form this new society.
The basis of membership qualification---only one person can represent in each business and
profession in the community. Initially, members of the newly founded Rotary Club held
meetings by “rotation” at each other’s business premises. This is where the name “Rotary”
comes from.

Today, there are more than 1.2 million Rotarians around the world. There are more
than 35,000 Rotary clubs in more than 200 countries and geographical regions that share the
ideal of “Service Above Self”. The first Rotary Club in Macao was established in 1947. As
of 2015, it has developed into 6 Rotary Clubs with about 200 members of various nationalities.
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