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Ir. Dr. Joseph Chow Ming-Kuen, O.B.E., J.P.

The Hong Kong Rotarian ‘Wonderful and Gentle Soul’
By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#x]2) (Rotary China Historian)

1 December 2018

In an email to graduates, Professor Christopher Chao (4} ;4 1= ##%), Dean of Engineering at
the University of Hong Kong, appraised the School’s distinguished alumnus: “Dr. Chow ... ... ...
passionately and selflessly dedicated himself to his alma mater and Hong Kong,” the email read.
“His wonderful and gentle soul will forever remain in our hearts and he will be sorely missed.”

Ir. Dr. Joseph Chow Ming-Kuen (1 #% (7 % P 442 1), OBE, DEng, CEng, RPE, FHKIE, FICE,
FIStructE, FCIT, BSc(Eng) (HKU), JP, was a civil and structural engineer by profession. He was
a Senior Active member of Hong Kong Island West Rotary Club (% & & % 4 #4+) and served
the Club President in 1987-1988. He passed away in Hong Kong on 13 October 2018 after lung
cancer battle, aged 77. Chow is survived by his wife, former Hong Kong Urban Council, Executive

Council and Legislative Council member Selina Chow Liang Shuk-Yee (% 2% 7|5+ T % 1) GBS,
OBE, JP, and their two daughters.

Chow obtained a Bachelor Degree of Science (Engineering), in 1964 from the University of
Hong Kong (HKU) and had spent almost 50 years in the design, construction and management
of many major local and international infrastructural and building projects. He founded JMK
Consulting Engineers in 1992.

As a student, Chow was elected Chairman of the HKU Engineering Society and organized
its Golden Anniversary Celebrations in 1962 — a role he would reprise for the Faculty’s Centenary
Celebrations in 2012. He was the Founding President of the HKU Engineering Alumni
Association and had served the University, inter alia, as a Court Member, Founding Senior
Member of the HKU Foundation, and a HKU Mentor to its students. Chow was honored in 2013
by the University conferring the title of Honorary University Fellow, in recognition of his
contributions to the University and to the community. The Fellowships are a means for the
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University community to thank and salute the lives of those who have made important
contributions in their own unique ways to the University, to academia, and to Hong Kong.

Chow also held several public offices. In his profession, he had been the President 2001-
2002 of the Hong Kong Institution of Engineers; Chairman of the Hong Kong Engineers
Registration Board and the Hong Kong Construction Workers Registration Authority.

To the community, Chow had been Chairman (1996-2003) of the Hong Kong Examinations
and Assessment Authority; and Chairman of the Governing Committee of the Pamela Youde
Nethersole Eastern Hospital. He had also served, inter alia, as a member of the Housing
Authority; Hospital Authority; Chinese Medicine Council and Education Commission. He had
been the Deputy Chairman of Council of The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, which conferred
him Doctor of Engineering (honoris causa) in 1999. He was also a Senior Superintendent of the
Royal Hong Kong Auxiliary Police Force.

Chow was appointed a Justice of the Peace for Hong Kong (J.P.) in 1992 by the Hong Kong
Governor Chris Patten (#; #_% ), and was later decorated in 1997 by Queen Elizabeth II of the
United Kingdom an Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (O.B.E.).

Chow had over 40 years of experience in the planning, design and construction of many
major engineering projects in the United Kingdom, Middle East, China Mainland and Hong
Kong. He was the Independent Non-Executive Chairman of Joseph Chow & Partners Ltd., and
was also Independent Non-Executive Director of Chevalier International Holdings Limited;
Build King Holdings Limited; Road King Infrastructure Limited; and Harbour Centre
Development Limited, etc.
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Ir. Dr. Joseph Chow Ming-Kuen (left) receives the Honorary University Fellowship Certificate from
the hands of Pro-Chancellor Sir David Li Kwok-Po, the University of Hong Kong. (2013)
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The wedding photo of Joseph Chow and Selina Liang
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Facing the tight land supply in Hong Kong, in early 2018, some people proposed building houses on the Kwai
Chung Container Terminal. Joseph Chow expressed his support---that building houses atop the site has
advantages in time, cost and technology, and is not much different from building houses on other flat land.
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