Rotary under the Communist Guns

—- a Taipei Rotary Club outpost of mercy thrives

By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#x]z) (Rotary China Historian)
23 August 2018
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In the January 1965 Issue of (The Rotarian) magazine, there was a report from an American
newspaper columnist Tom Dammann with such a title: “Rotary Under the Communist Guns — on Matsu
within artillery range of the Communist China, a Rotary outpost of mercy thrives”. That was Tom’s
observation on a “medical aid project to the local community supported by The Rotary Club of Taipei

(& A # #4+)” in Taiwan (£ ).

Prior to reading Tom’s report on Pages 3-6, it is better to learn more about the historical
background on the reasons why such a medical post was so significantly needed which was resulted
from the Taiwan Strait Crisis happened in the summer of 1958. China’s civil war between the two
parties was practically not ceased though the Communist had already controlled the entire Mainland.

The Second Taiwan Strait Crisis 1958 (£ * ~ = = 9%)

The Second Taiwan Strait Crisis, also called the 1958 Taiwan Strait Crisis, was a conflict that took
place between the Republic of China (ROC or the Nationalist China) (¥ # =% &) and the People’s
Republic of China (PRC or the Communist China) (* # % % % {=[]) in which the PRC shelled the
islands of Quemoy ( £ ) and the nearby Matsu Island (5 4= ) along the east coast of the Mainland (in
the Taiwan Strait) to “liberate” Taiwan from the Chinese Nationalist Party, also called Kuomintang
(KMT) (¥ B % %), and probe the extent of the United States defense of Taiwan’s territory.

The crisis started with the 8.23 Artillery Bombardment at 5:30 pm on 23 August 1958, when the
PRC’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA) began an intense artillery bombardment against Quemoy. The
KMT troops on Quemoy dug in and then returned fire. In the heavy exchange of fire, roughly 440 KMT
soldiers and 460 PLA soldiers were killed. This conflict was a continuation of the First Taiwan Strait
Crisis, which had begun immediately after the Korean War was over. The KMT had begun to build on
the island of Quemoy and the nearby Matsu archipelago. During 1954, the PLA began firing artillery at
both Quemoy and some of the nearby Matsu islands.

The U.S. carrier USS Lexington (CVA-16) with a supply ship and USS Marshall (DD-676) were off
Taiwan during the crisis. The American Eisenhower Administration responded to the request for aid
from the ROC according to its obligations in the Mutual Defense Treaty that had been ratified in 1954.
U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower ordered the reinforcement of the U.S. Navy Seventh Fleet in the
area, and he ordered American naval vessels to help the KMT government to protect the supply lines to
the islands.
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Also, under a secret effort called “Operation Black Magic”, the U.S. Navy modified some of the F-
86 Sabre fighter planes of the ROC Air Force with its newly developed AIM-9 Sidewinder air-to-air
missiles (early models). These missiles gave the KMT pilots a decisive edge over the Soviet-made MiG-
15 and MiG-17 fighters in the skies over the Matsu Islands and the Taiwan Strait. The KMT pilots used
the Sidewinder missiles to score numerous kills on PLA Air Force MiG aircraft.

The U.S. Army’s contribution was to reinforce the strategic air defense capability of the ROC. A
provisional Nike battalion was organized at Fort Bliss, Texas, and sent via The United States Modified
Touring Series (USMTS) USS General J. C. Breckinridge (AP-176) to Taiwan. The 2nd Missile Battalion
was augmented with detachments of signal, ordnance and engineers, totaling some 704 personnel.

Twelve long-range 203 mm (8-inch) M115 howitzer artillery pieces and numerous 155 mm
howitzers were transferred from the U.S. Marine Corps to the KMT Army. These were sent west to
Quemoy Island to gain superiority in the artillery duel back and forth over the straits there. The impact
of these powerful (but conventional) artillery pieces led some members of the PLA to believe that
American artillerymen had begun to use nuclear weapons against them.

On 22 September 1958, the Sidewinder missile was used for the first time in air-to-air combat as
32 KMT F-86s clashed with 100 PLA MiGs in a series of aerial engagements. Numerous MiGs were
shot down by Sidewinders, the first “kills” to be scored by air-to-air missiles in combat.

Soon, the PRC was faced with a stalemate, the PLA’s artillerymen had run out of artillery shells.
The PRC government announced a large decrease in bombardment levels on 6 October 1958.
Afterwards, both sides continued to bombard each other with shells containing propaganda leaflets on
alternate days of the week. This strange informal arrangement continued until the normalization of
diplomatic relations between the United States and the People’s Republic of China in 1979.

The question of “Matsu and Quemoy” became an issue in the 1960 U.S. presidential election when
Richard Nixon accused John F. Kennedy of being unwilling to commit the using nuclear weapons if the
PRC invaded the Nationalist outposts.

L B fs K erde 4 friz+ o 2 October 1958 -- Fortified Home on Quemoy: Woman with four-year old son looks out from
entrance to one of the shelters in Kwan Li, Quemoy small village of some 45 families which is one of the hardest hit by Red
artillery fire from Communist China mainland. The natives are kept busy digging additional trenches and shelters to
protect them against heavy shelling by the Reds. (Photo source with caption from unknown American newspapers)

2



VL) QUEMOY
b %}o IS. &‘

%

TAIWAN

o0
Psscufﬁtss 4

PRRYS

ROTARY u&nder COMMUNIST GUNS

On Matsu, within artillery range of Communist China, a Rotary outpost of mercy thrives.

By TOM DAMMANN

URING the past three years, as newspaper col-

umnists, my wife, Harle, and I, usually accom-
panied by at least one of our three children, have cov-
“ered close to 100,000 miles in Europe and Asia, travel-
ling by donkey, camel, automobile, jet clipper, and our
feet.

We have met all kinds of people, and somewhat to our
surprise we have found Rotarians among them every-
where (excepting Kabul and Moscow).

A case in point is Taiwan. I went there to have a
glimpse of Nationalist China and to interview President
Chiang Kai-shek, and found myself being expertly guided
by Rotarian James C. H. Shen, who is director of the
Government Information Office and a secretary to Presi-
dent Chiang Kai-shek. San Francisco, California, Ro-
tarians will remember that he served as consul in their
city from 1943 to 1947. He invited me to attend a
luncheon meeting of the Rotary Club of Taipei—the one

Two faces of Taiwan: workers labor on a defense installation
(above left] as a farmer strolls along a new irrigation project
(above right). Meanwhile, across the Taiwan Straits, in clear
view of the island outposts, looms the Chinese mainland.
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out of the 23 Clubs on Taiwan which is English speaking.

The first order of business was a ten-minute showing
of color slides of the Matsu Island Complex and the
basic work that the Club is financing and sponsoring on
these small, struggling islands. Here I had run into a
story of civic activity far more impressive to me than
all of Taiwan’s military hardware. The Nationalist Chi-
nese are so proud of their formidable fortifications and
their Navy and Air Force that they tend to overlook
their vitally important accomplishments in other fields—
such as the Rotary-sponsored clinic within sight of the
menacing mainland of Communist China.

My journey to this story began with a visit to Quemoy.
Quemoy and its sister island, Matsu, are island outposts
of the Republic of China, nestled against the mainland
under the Communist guns and guarding the southern
and northern approaches, respectively, to the strategic
Taiwan Straits. Quemoy was in the headlines in 1958
when, between August 23 and October 6, Chinese Com-
munists fired 474,910 high-explosive shells on the island.
In the air they took on the Nationalists and lost 31 MIGs
to one and a half Nationalist planes (the “half” is used
because one pilot parachuted to safety.) The hollowed-
out island fortress withstood the attack, and since 1958
the only thing fired at it has been propaganda. Not a
plane has ventured over.

I was picked up before dawn at my hotel and taken
to Taipei’s airport where I boarded an ancient C-46,
the flying workhorse of the Burma Hump during World
War I1. Together with more than a score of Nationalist
naval and army personnel, I donned a life jacket and

strapped myself into a bucket seat in which I sat for the

next hour and a half, my knees cramped against a load
of freight piled to the cabin roof. We flew south at 5,000
feet along the coast to the Pescadores Islands, then
dropped to only 50 feet above the water so we could
approach Quemoy below view of Communist radar.
After 30 minutes of such water skimming we landed and
taxied to hide the plane in an open-air bunker.

Still trying to straighten my stiffened legs, I was hus-
tled into a jeep and whisked along a well-paved road
through neat farms and villages to the north end of the
island. There I was escorted through a series of tunnels
to an underground radio studio where a young man and
woman took turns playing records of Chinese classical
music, opera, and popular songs, and voicing newscasts.

It seemed an odd place for a radio station.

Outside, T was led to a lookout post surrounded by
barbed wire and bristling with machine guns. The air was
filled with the dissonant sounds of Chinese music, in-
terrupted frequently by voices. Then I realized that the
work I had watched in the studio below was not per-
formed for ordinary radio, but was going out over giant
loud-speakers aimed at the Chinese mainland 2,300
yards away.

During pauses in the blast from the horns behind me,
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I heard a similar tinny cacophony coming across the
placid water from the Communist side. The two giants
were shouting at each other through megaphones!
Searching with field glasses, I spotted several fishing
boats, bobbing around between the shores. I still won-
der whether the men aboard wear ear plugs or have sim-
ply become deafened as people do to the polemics of a
national Presidential campaign.

At a shelter exhibiting propaganda techniques, a man
stepped forth with a cluster of brightly colored balloons.
A dozen or so were bunched together and from them
dangled small packets containing food, medicines, and
matches. When the wind was favorable, they would be
released to float gayly across the straits to the Chinese
on the mainland.

Next I was shown an array of angry-looking guns
pointed menacingly toward the coast. This, I thought,
was more like it; more like the military preparations one
would expect to find in such front-line trenches. But
again I was in for a surprise. They pulled out an empty
shell, opened it, and showed me not a lethal explosive
charge, but a stack of cardboard disks bearing propa-
ganda messages waiting to be shot over the Straits to
scatter explosively down on the mainland.

Such is the strange never-never-land warfare that goes
on day in and day out in this offshore outpost.

But, lest I give the impression that this is all child’s
play, I was walked through miles of very businesslike
underground passageways with all the equipment for
serious warfare at a moment’s notice. Then, still under-
ground, I was given a sumptuous lunch in the officers’
club, hosted by Lieutenant General Wang, commander
of Quemoy’s defense.

This was all very impressive, but still, for me, the ex-
citing part of the Quemoy story is taking place above
ground, on the peasants’ farms. Twelve years ago, Que-
moy’s 40,000 civilians lived mostly by fishing and on
remittances from overseas relatives. Today Quemoy is
on the verge of self-sufficiency, actually exporting pork
to Taiwan.

AT an experimental agricultural station, which com-
pares favorably with the best in the United States, I
gathered some significant figures: in 1952 Quemoy pro-
duced 7,212 tons of sweet potatoes, while in 1962 it
produced 44,441 tons, an increase of 516 percent; the
rise in hog production in the same period was from 2,-
581 to 27,710 animals, or an increase of 974 percent;
wheat rose 64 percent, from 68 tons to 112.

These and similar statistics tell the real story of Tai-
wan, Quemoy, and the Matsu Island Complex. It is a
story of rural development, the direct result of U. S. aid
and technical assistance. It is an example of what the
United States hopes to accomplish in the strategic ham-
lets of South Vietnam and in the villages of Thailand
along the Laotian border.

The Matsu Complex comprises a group of tiny islands.
Like Quemoy it is primarily a military defense post. The
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Chinese Communists attacked it with artillery, planes,
and ships in May, June, and July, 1959, not so heavily
as Quemoy and with no more success.

Its civilian population numbers about 14,500, inhab-
iting the islands of Nankam, Peikam, Tungksichu, and
Tungying. The principal industry is fishing, and with
the help of the Central Government in Taiwan (sup-
ported by U. S. AID) the islanders have built up a fleet
of more than 300 boats, one-third of them motorized.
In 1961 the catch totalled 2,389 tons, compared to a
mere 100 tons in 1953. The islands suffer from a lack
of tillable soil, yet with improved techniques and Gov-
ernment assistance, more than 1% million pounds of
vegetables are now produced annually and the Com-
plex is self-sufficient in pork.
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But compared with people elsewhere in the Republic
of China, the Matsu folk are poor, with a real deficiency
in medical care. The Government has recently built a
health station at Fushing village on Nankam, and sub-
stations on it and each of the other four inhabited
islands. The medical service has been run entirely by
the Army Medical Corps, which supplies general prac-
titioners, a surgeon, medical corpsmen, midwives,
nurses, a pharmacist, and orderlies. However, these peo-
ple are also required to help in the care of military
personnel, who obviously outnumber civilians. So, in
1963, the Matsu authorities issued an appeal for help.

The Rotary Club of Taipei promptly answered, agree-
ing to supply a doctor, medicine, and other materials.
Under the direction of Hermann F. O. Noether, Chair-
man of the Matsu Project; Calvin C. Chang; Paul A.

On Matsu, principal indusiry centers in fishing villages such as the
one shown above at left. . . . The clinic (left) is badly needed to pro-
vide medical care for the 14,500 civilians of the Matsu Island Complex.
Dr. Ti and his assistants stand beside their ambulance (below) outside
the Rotary clinic on Matsu. . . . Taipei Rotarians (bottom) raised
$50,000, have agreed to supply a doctor, medicine, and other materials.

JANUARY, 1965

Collyer, of Taiwan Christian Service; and the then Presi-
dent Benjamin S. J. Cheng, the Club set about to raise
money in the ingenious methods familiar to Rotarians
the world over. By April, 1964, it had raised about
$50,000 (U. S.) and gathered a substantial quantity of
supplies.

In March, after months of search and interviews, the
Club signed a six-month contract with a civilian general
practitioner, Dr. Ti Chen, and established him on Nan-
kam to care for the civilians under the over-all direction
of the military chief of the health station. It is hoped
that he will be able to visit other villages and at least one
of the other inhabited islands every week, but when I
was there he lacked the transportation to do so (the
ambulance and jeep were both broken down and boats
were not readily available).

o N April 20-22 Hermann Noether and Paul Collyer
went to Nankam on an inspection trip. They returned to
Taipei bringing a seriously ill man who had been unable
to obtain proper treatment at the Health Center, demon-
strating one of the problems the Club faces: the evacua-
tion of people requiring better attention than Matsu
presently offers. At the meeting I attended the Club
agreed to share in paying the sick man’s medical and
hospital expenses as well as find 3,000 cubic centimeters
of blood necessary for his transfusions.

Rotarians Noether and Collyer reported to the Club
that Matsu authorities urgently request an obstetrician
or university-trained midwife, a dentist, and qualified
nurses.

“The five substations have only the most elementary
equipment and not even proper equipment for steriliz-
ing instruments and needles necessary for injections,”
they wrote.

“Neither the main health station nor the substations
have any plasma or blood bank.

“No X-ray equipment is available.”

In conclusion, the Chairman and his colleague stated
frankly:

“From the above observations it is evident that our
Club’s Matsu Project is of such magnitude that it ex-
ceeds the means at our disposal. Our Club, therefore,
must try to enlist help of other Rotary Clubs in Taiwan
or even our whole Rotary District. The Rotary Club of
Patchogue, New York, through the Chairman of its
Medical-Supplies Committee, John R. Shannon, M.D.,
has already offered us a shipment of mixed pharmaceu-
tical drugs, which is most welcome.”

I left Taiwan impressed with the array of military
might, but also with the strong conviction that the
economic progress and such work as that of the Rotary
Club of Taipei will have a more durable and telling effect

in the long run.
* * *

EpiTors’ NOTE: According to a later report from a Club
spokesman, Dr. Ti treated about 1,500 patients during the ini-
tial three-month period, operating an open-air clinic as he trav-
elled to isolated villages through the islands. He is known as the
“Rotary doctor” though he himself is not a Rotarian.
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Glossary

(1) President Chiang Kai-Shek = # ¢ i %% %t

(2) James C. H. Shen = 74 &z

James C.H. Shen (2 July 1909 Shanghai — 12 July 2007 Taipei), an Active Member of Taipei Rotary
Club, was a diplomat. Shen served as the last official Republic of China ambassador to the United States
before the U.S. A. switched its diplomatic recognition to the People’s Republic of China in 1979.

Shen was an under-graduate of Shanghai University, as well as Yenching University in Peking, and
was a post-graduate in journalism at the University of Missouri, U.S.A., in 1935. Shen served for a time
as an English-Chinese language interpreter and secretary for Chinese President Chiang Kai-Shek. He
was then appointed spokesman for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and head of the Government
Information Office in 1961, and followed by Ambassador to Australia in 1966.
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(3) Quemoy Island = &£ F* §

(4) Matsu Island = 5 4e §

(5) Pescadores Islands = i&# 71 §
(6) Nankam Island = & ¥ %

(7) Peikam Island = # % §

(8) Tungksichu Island = L ¥ &
(9) Tungying Island = 4 31 %

(10) CalvinC. Chang=3%&% &
President 1961-1962 of Taipei Rotary Club; Rotary International District 345 Governor 1970-1971
£ PG 1961-1962 & ALK 5 R 340 B R 1970-1971 # B 4%

(11) Benjamin S. J. Cheng = #% 4=
President 1963-1964 of Taipei Rotary Club 4 A #* #4+ 1963-1964 # B A& ; T - HEiF
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During the August 23 Quemoy Artillery War in 1958, the Nationalist army’s transport aircraft landed at Quemoy
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Airport to complete its transportation mission under the fierce bombardment of the Communist army.
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The Nationalist Army artillery position on Quemoy Island
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1964 # 27 47 — £~ @B/ 7 ELRFITE £ f ARG AR FAF R RIS 5 B 20 4 5
GRS AT BB TS iR - e
4 February 1964 - During the Second Taiwan Strait Crisis, Taipei Rotarian James Shen, Director of the Government
Information Office, led a delegation of 20 plus foreign journalists to Matsu and Peikam to cover the artillery facts. The
delegation was greeted by the frontier army commander.

|

- -
FZEF a7 g+ (LIFE #2:5)

The Nationalist army officer in a briefing session of artillery action (LIFE magazine)
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Armed with Sidewinder missiles, a US Navy Douglas F4D-1 Skyray patrols the Taiwan Strait.

AR 0 E BB Tg EE — ETRE K AR T S e
The USS Aludra is pictured with a destroyer and submarine near Taiwan during the Second Taiwan Strait Crisis.
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https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E7%B2%9F%E8%A3%95
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https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E8%B7%AF%E6%A9%8B%E6%A9%9F%E5%A0%B4

Gk o 1958 &8 0 18P 1 20p 0 ¢ EARBAES DRE B8 20 P o Ak
Bad Y Azgupp »igRg did o 89 22p > faicd g 5‘4*”%33% Ealaibta
FHSRFE G Bt M R ORI 08 7 23 P BRERAGELN 0 - P KFH
TREEZ LY RO L S e

r\:EE%JBN%ﬁWH%iW’% T T mmﬁ&ﬂaA% #Wﬁiwﬁ"
1979 e trg ARt S HFLE] I %) HPFEFBEERFEI LTI EHEMEARDE &
Brthial-F BUax 3 THEFEAIS, Uz AEL mm%rkmﬁw#@ B fs & pﬁﬁ@
2L B - A A B R BFR o

Rl AR o i A N - T

BfR B @ g T @R EPHFTALET S o S RERRER Y FARE M R
1958 & 10 * 6 pfacE g # Ll > wH Baf ~ BAS kA ~ 4581 18 RITE%p
buz)

£
SR LS LRTAB AN - R AR AL Y > G RLLAATFLA L @ T
% 554 TE ?ig&»oﬁ%ﬁﬁxiﬁaﬁ§Wﬂ§mw4’ﬂw%%Wif £ PRI R A E
B R FEWFOE R, 000 A% B R o R Y AU RARERFTE FE > BL
AAHE R A R R ZARER S B R i@*\aa%~&i%§%ﬁovfaémnﬁ&
A BARE R g e AP B A E T§ CRFERA AP N108 10" - Ak
FPa Ao 15% 6,500 A fepnid o i ;;A’LJ: %i-’fe’)‘““"f‘1$?e‘l/r° SR LAl

VAR B %R o AR AHES T ﬁJo;@%wﬂOﬁW 7 A28 100 F il b &
oo b el 7 B BB N s R EA ﬁmHgﬁﬁjﬁ&?mrgw%y o

LT

% W I 414 78+ 5 (University of Arizona)sciy % %42 & 1= (Allen Suess Whiting) 2% » ¢ B+
BMHAEPOERE AHERB(FREEAE L &+ {o®% Y Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)iz 3 = i@
TR TR ORI L & o Fpt ke A% 8 £ 4 (Nikita Khrushchev) » 38— 35 515 ¢ gkt 2 B LA
ISR HY R ao- BEL FF o

EMamy - BRI £ RS F (R & %20 % {o K] Federal Republic of Germany) sz 5 $u% =z
oo F PFALRALE A K R {rd jpik(West-Berlin) # £ ~ p & = 5 B 2045 MR 2 eh% fF 4 (Willy
Brandt)#£ %M1t H o WP BREFEIRETETE LA RELHETEP > TR o REZET A
Gtk e @k 1961 # L 46 (46 R & % 1 £ fr B German Democratic Republic) # & 4 kB4 - £ » 5 #
WELIETp S RBI A E R o TATL 35l M EF - o



https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E4%B8%AD%E5%9C%8B%E4%BA%BA%E6%B0%91%E8%A7%A3%E6%94%BE%E8%BB%8D%E6%B5%B7%E8%BB%8D
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E4%B8%AD%E5%9C%8B%E4%BA%BA%E6%B0%91%E8%A7%A3%E6%94%BE%E8%BB%8D%E6%B5%B7%E8%BB%8D
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E4%B8%89%E9%83%BD%E6%BE%B3
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E9%AB%98%E7%99%BB%E5%B3%B6

