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Chicago street named after Chinese Rotarian Dr. Wang Gung-Hsing
By Herbert K. Lau (#])# &) (Rotary China Historian)

1 October 2016

2004 F % B Z i &G PLE —HFHEH [ ZRTH] (el FBrp), URALERELEERGHH,
2004 — The Chicago City Council adopted a decision to name a street after Wang Gung-Hsing (red sign).

A street in Chicago City, United States, is named after Dr. Wang Gung-Hsing (£ #&f71# <) as
“G. H. Wang Street” in 2004 by the Chicago City Council as a permanent memorial to his
dedicated neighborhood renewal efforts to the community. G. H. first joined Rotary as an
Active Member of New Orleans Rotary Club, U.S.A., when he was the Consul General of the
Republic of China (¥ # K &) in New Orleans from 1938 to 1950. Later, when G. H. moved to
Chicago City in 1952 as a permanent citizen and changed his profession to real estates and
community development, he joined there the Chicago Rotary Club—the Rotary Club No. 1.

The youngest uncle (Z#) of G. H. was Dr. Chengting T. Wang (£ £ 21 4), Chinese diplomat
and statesman; the “Father of Chinese Olympics”; and Rotary International Director 1944-1946
concurrently the 2nd Vice President 1945-1946 when he was a member of the Chungking
Rotary Club (£ g4 #+4t). G. H. had also a Rotarian cousin (# 5.)---Dr. Wang Sih-Tse (4%
(4 %) B2 1), M.D., Superintendent of Peking Union Medical College Hospital (3t #= &
&) 1934-1946; Peiping Rotary Club President (dt-Fik# 44 &) 1934-1935.

Why G. H. was honored by the Chicago City? The story is better to be told by Maria Donato in
the next page:
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Gung Hsing Wang, 90, Civic Leader
by Maria Donato, { Chicago Tribute) Staff Writer --- 30 March 1999

Gung Hsing Wang, a foreign diplomat, city planner, philanthropist and real estate developer
credited with helping to revitalize Chicago’s Chinatown and other city neighborhoods, died
Thursday in Northwestern Memorial Hospice. He was 90.

A longtime resident of Chicago’s South Side Chatham neighborhood, Mr. Wang was born in
Ningpo, Zhejiang, China. He received a Bachelor of Arts degree in social sciences from the
University of Shanghai and then became an officer in Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the 1920s
in Nanking, China.

Mr. Wang was stationed in Chicago in the 1930s and served as a vice consul in the office of
consulate general for China. He was transferred to New Orleans where he served as Chinese
consul general from 1938 to 1950. He received a Master of Arts degree in American
institutional history from Tulane University in 1952.

Mr. Wang served in the Chinese delegation to the United Nations General Assembly in Lake
Success, New York, in 1946-47 and in 1948 served on the UN Temporary Commission on Korea
in Seoul and Paris, which was instrumental in the founding of the Republic of Korea, according
to his daughter, Nancy Wang.

Mr. Wang moved his wife and four children to Chicago in 1952 and embarked on a second
career of combining real estate and civic work.

He became a U.S. citizen in 1953 and became a founding member and executive director from
1952 to 1958 of the Chinese American Civic Council based in Chicago. He also began and ran
his own real estate development company until 1965, when he was appointed assistant director
of the Chicago Dwellings Association. He oversaw the development of low- and moderate-
income housing throughout the city.

In 1969, Mayor Richard J. Daley asked Mr. Wang to work in the Chicago Model Cities Program
and as city planning coordinator for housing and environment.

Known affectionately as G. H., he was credited with advancing more than 70 building
developments in and around Chicago, including one of his pet projects, a family learning center
constructed in the early 1970s on the city’s West Side, according to Thomas A. Volini, who
worked with Mr. Wang in the Model Cities program.

The project combined Mr. Wang’s passions: building and education to form solid communities,
Volini said.

“G. H. was concerned about the ideas of community and his ideas were so powerful he could
generate a spirit of community ... ... he taught scores of community organizations and church
groups how to be sponsors of low- and moderate-income building,” Volini said.

Although Mr. Wang ended his official city service in the mid-1970s, Volini said he “never really
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retired and worked up until a couple of months ago.” “He lived his live in service of all people
and his genius and heart together made Chicago a better place to love,” said his daughter.

In 1972 Mr. Wang found Neighborhood Redevelopment Assistance Inc., a non-profit group
that worked to revitalize the Chinatown area, Volini said. The projects included the 139-unit
Chinatown Elderly Apartments at 231 Street and Princeton Avenue.

Mr. Wang produced and distributed a video on Asian gi gung, mind-body exercises for senior
citizens and, with the Institute of Urban Life in Chicago, produced a lecture series on Chinese
and American culture.

He was founding member of the Chinese Community Center, a member of the South Side
Planning Board, the Chinese American Civic Council, Rotary International and the National
Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials.

He wrote several articles on the Chinese and American cultures and a book published in 1946,
(The Chinese Mind) . He was awarded three U.S. patents and recognized in { Who’s Who in
the World) . He also was cited by the Chicago City Council for his neighborhood renewal

efforts and was awarded an honorary law degree in 1989 from Loyola University Chicago for
his contribution to cultural understanding.

Survivors include his wife, Gladys Chen; two sons: Edward and James; another daughter, Jo
Ann Loi; a sister; three brothers; 11 grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren.

Visitation will be from 4 to 8 p.m. Thursday and Friday with a service at 2 p.m. Saturday in
Blake-Lamb Bridgeport Funeral Home, 544 W. 31st St.

FHKXKR KRKXHK KHERKKX* KHKXKR FHKKKK KHKHX* FRXXKKX

Wang Gung-Hsing (G. H. Wang)

Career Diplomat (Republic of China)
Urban planner, Real estate developer, Philanthropist (United States)

Born: 3 February 1908 in Ningpo City, Chekiang Province, Imperial Qing
Died: 25 March 1999 in Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A.

Academic Qualifications

Bachelor of Arts, Shanghai University (i X %), Shanghai, China, 1928
Master of Arts, Tulane University, New Orleans, USA, 1952

Doctor of Laws (Honoris Causa), Loyola University, Chicago, USA, 1989

Religion
Denomination: Presbyterian



Career

(A) Republic of China Citizen

1928-1930 Staff Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of China

1930-1038 Vice Consul, Consulate General of China in Chicago, USA

1938-1950 Consul General of China to New Orleans, USA

1946-1947 Secretary, China’s Delegate to United Nations General Assembly, New York
1948 Alternate Delegate of United Nations Temporary Commission on Korea
(B) United States Citizen since 1953

1952-1958 Executive Director, Chinese American Civic Council, Chicago

1960-1964 Managing Director, Chinatown Development Inc., Chicago

1964-1969 Assistant Director, Chicago Dwellings Association

1969-1973 Housing specialist, Model Cities Program, Chicago

Since 1972 President, Neighborhood Redevelopment Association Inc., Chicago
1973-1976 Director, Neighborhood Housing Services, Department of Human Services,

Chicago
Since 1976 Proprietor, G.H. Wang & Associates, Chicago
1977 Executive Director, South Side Planning Board, Chicago

Since 1989 Administrator, Fund for Intercultural Education NRAI

Author
(The Chinese Mind) (1946)

Famil

Wife : Gladys Chen (BR{&#t) (Wedding Date: September 10, 1938.)

Son : Edward Wang (E #3%)

Daughter : Jo-Ann Wang (£ # %)

Daughter : Nancy Wang (£ # %) / Spouse: Robert Kikuchi-Yugojo (¥ #& % 14) (both are
storytelling artists)

Son : James Wang (E£# F)

KKK**k KKKK*k KKKKX KRKK** KHKXXX KKKKkX KKKKkK

G. H. Wang attended the 35th Rotary International Convention in May 1944, at
Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A. He was invited to speak at the Second Plenary Session:

Chairman Tom J. Davis:

We next take the magic carpet of Rotary and fly back into the east, into that beautiful and
mysterious land of China. While I was President of Rotary International, I received message
from one of the Clubs in China in which they indicated that they had been blitzed 170 times.
The announcement which they sent said that they would meet that afternoon in the Y.M.C.A.



and, in the event of blitzing, that bombproof shelters would be provided. I present to you now
Rotarian G. H. Wang, member of the Rotary Club of New Orleans, Louisiana. His classification
is consular service. He is the Consul General of China in New Orleans. He is a nephew of
Director Nominee C. T. Wang, and he comes representing the Rotary Club of Sian, China.
Rotarian Wang! (Applause)

G. H. Wang:

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen: An outstanding feature of Rotary in China is its
international nature. In one single Club anywhere in China you can find in its membership
from two to eighteen different nationalities.

When the present conflagration broke out, two-thirds of the Rotary clubs in places where the
Japanese had occupied, had to be blotted out by enemy occupation, but new clubs in Free
China were established, and the Rotarians carry on, with the light of Rotary ideals burning in
China.

Now, the problems confronting Rotary are quite numerous. For one thing, it is very difficult to
fix a time for meeting because one never knows, when the time arrives, whether he will be in an
air raid shelter or he will be able to go to the building where the meeting is to take place. Even
if a Rotarian is able to manage to go to the building where the meeting is to take place, he
cannot be sure whether that building would be standing up erect or in shambles.

Now, one interesting incident happened to the Rotary Club of Chungking. It was announced
that meeting should take place on the fifth floor of a building, an air raid occurred. The next
noon, when the Rotarians went to the meeting place, they found, to their great amazement,
that that building had all floors blown in except the fifth one, which was still standing.
(Laughter) The Rotarians scaled the broken stairways and had their meeting as usual. This
shows how difficult it is to extinguish the light of Rotary, burning even in the midst of the
darkness of warfare.

Now, the Rotarians are not only doing their duty but, in addition, during the first four months
of this year, also organized two new clubs. Just to show you how Rotary is taking up this
challenge of the time, to be a part of the long struggle of China, seven and one-half years now,
with 5 million military casualties and 50 million made destitute — just to tell you the story of
how Rotary responds to that challenge, I would like to ask my colleague from Changsha. ... ...

PROUD TO BE A

ROTARIAN
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1944 £ 5 j7 19 B £ B ¥ ho3F B BB # £ 35 £-F 6
(£-%) ERT (REAHEFTRHEBA) (PERBEHEFRUFF);
e tPhit (BBEBRBEE),;, X2 (FPERBRIEHEAL)

At the 35th Rotary International Convention on 19 May 1944, at Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A., (L-R) G. H. Wang
(New Orleans, Louisiana, U.S.A.), John Ilott (R. I. Director), William Winston Pettus (Changsha, China)

FF IR ERTHL (£) BREBRBGHKH « Eid
Chicago citizen Dr. G. H. Wang (left) met United States President John F. Kennedy



EZRT BRI
Dr. & Mrs. Wang Gung-Hsing

1946 — ERFTHLFH#H G2 F# (The Chinese Mind)
Dr. Wang Gung-Hsing reading his newly published book (The Chinese Mind) , 1946
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EHHRAR ZATEL— G L T AT — Ay

£ B E ey —triE, AERTELHLFF L% [ G H. Wang Street |, &2 2004 5
YT THEARKALSEIRMTERABN AR, Kudheke, ERIT# 1938 F £ 1950 F
AHEABRRBETERBRLEAFH, dAMARER, RAHHLH R KEH 4 New Orleans
Rotary Club) #9 R4 8. #HR, EEIRTA 1952 FRETFTERAEEBANR, BERS
BERERRE, mNT #RE ——3F foF 3 &4 (Chicago Rotary Club) »

ERFHER, ARFTERBIXREARSGREIELEHE— [FEREZ L | . BEHKR
1944-1946 532 F 3 AE 1945-1946 5 F — &4t &k, &2 T & H &4k (Chungking Rotary Club) #%
HR. IRAMTEA G EA—IHR(ERAR) BEHEI—RAETH AR R K (1934-1946) ;
Jb-F it it & (1934-1935) .

ERTEF A%

IRTAEHTEENE, (RE=1TW5)1908 52 A 3 B AAKFRIITE EHMCLS
HILHEERT) AL BHEE. FHRRAERAENEHFIRE(ZAA), XKAIERERNSE
M TAE. 1918 FERITH &R, BXREBERM. 1920 F+T_RAFEBZEERHER T L
(Wayland Academy) (RARMNFTHF_FEM L), STRRT FREFEEGW 28 FHK
#, FETRAAANRADRLTH., £ 1923 &, FREERARNFELRRT —KXRE, AHX
REGHR—RFLELBRIKRE, BERTAE (BEERLAL) P, B Rt
A (AFRRIFEFIRATHER). RARRIAREZAHLEAREEEEH L (LE
KA R) AR EET, A1928FENIHRER. LFHANTHAT LS, ERITH
BREFAE LSRN INEAEALRE, RA—FRHERSSFHNIRLE, TRITEHT,
E A B E KA T,

1937 FEA£BAI I T ERBLAFHEETINAF, B0 THERGEHETLRAM
(Gladys Chen 1911-2008) s #. #&9X HR#K (Chin Fan-Foin) ¥ edFREE P LML,
# & Mandarin Inn #48|#A, #RGELTHLEZ; EBEFBARALT S POAKEZE, HE14
BREAAZEZEENEA, R T B Xl —LED 2 PEKE, 2HRARREATE,
BREXRE., LU ABFRRE. PHRAATRATTLOHRESHE, AWR. 4. B3R
H¥, EXFAORBLENEM, A EXABA] ZE, 1936 5, A —MBXEL, #R
H—RERKE, BFRERREINESTA—LENFR, F 2R T2 AALSE. &FREY
HLEh, ARAREPMRALSUTFEREERRE L,

1938 5, ERATHEELERHREHELH R (NewOrleans) 8EF, RRKLE L &4 L @k
BCWELARE, ANAF TWEIK., EHFERARGTFH, ERAFYAFERBREAE
7B B 1946 5 £ 1947 F 2489 ¥ (Lake Success) 2mBA& B X, E£4A 1948 5
EEBRBCRBEBLOBISENEHLATAEA, 2 RAFRBANR I,

1950 F ERATHERERY, B EM R T AN KX E (Tulane University) X3k £ B &
HERY, BXSHEALEE, Z2EHKN 1952 SRR o, TAYEASRLEBANK,
RETREEAALNGE _F. IATELREZEARAAEAW, 1952 F % 1958 F M it ¥
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% W& 8 (Chinese American Civic Council) #9478 245, RRIRMRAEER THE L L ¥, AT T
P AR B3, BRI R HA % Investors Diversified Services (Ameriprise #9737 %)
WBRTEM, BAY0EHF Lo bAE, 19656 F, IRTECEEAI T SEEMETIRE,
AT RELBFPIRMNEREE. 1969 5 2 m¥77 & Richard Daley 24 RAT & Z eS8 3
REERFEFZGFEE, ARARALRTHE, £RERELTERE.

BREIZFTAEALTFRTBLAR, BRI AIFTR. £ 1972 FEASABRETRIHE

(Neighborhood Redevelopment Assistance Inc.) ¥ %/B##, \NTFRH FZFELGFE —
teA 139 MRz ey Rk F € KE— [ LXK E | (China Elderly Apartments), #%/&AB8 &4
FRELAME, EHAMBHRE., 2004 FEXFTHRENRZ XA T el [ AT
£ ] (G.H.Wang Street), AKALAILE N,

IRTREERE, BAZFAERARA,; 1946 FFEEL 5, BR—EKEXLE (The Chinese
Mind) A FBERER; BFXRERIEBTF. 1989 FH & 45 X F (Loyola University)
BPLBEFHEE, RHRHAERT BN RG B REK.

1999 %3 A 25 H ERFT AL mFdi#, FENLTR. AAMRALTLS IR E, FETAYH
BT AE R AR IONHE . BIERBAAS E B B RF K, REA 2002 FE=FT R
o RAZFEBMKAFEKERGBFT, EATIROFEIANGRCES., I AT Hik
iTo PRIEE| TIRSF, RHEBLRIFLE, AP ERGHEIRE, AMNYO T Lo HERS
W &FTERF (Edward) X KREREREFRIN; =T 55T FRTHTFORIIRSE
(Jo Ann) Fe Z M EEFH X AREEZEIKEN; KX EHE (Nancy) EHFXXHEE
14 (Robert Kikuchi-Yugojo) =&, A WA LZBL LR FLAEE. KFTEHF (James)
BFEHFFMN, $E£IBMESAREA,

EHFGHRLFHRAIT (James Liang Loi) R B ERXKF PE—MAISIFERE, ¥4
(ABREXEFHINALHRANERSR. KNG LLZBEIREARETHEH 4, AAL
FREXGBEE—FHRE, ARTEANEEFY; RYALEBIIXFHOEE, YREBH L
SFR R B CSIS Y BMAGMEA; AT E ARIERRERREEER £ R GELRK.

IRTER

1928 5 & K B L& ix X % (Shanghai University) X £+
1952 F # B# L& RA W X £ (Tulane University) X £+
1989 F £ B ¥ mF & 41 X £ (Loyola University) ® £ £+

IRITBE

(A) F#RKEBEANEK

1928-1930 5 & R B IRERMAE

1930-1938 F T 2R BAELRALI T HUAFHIATF

1938-1950 5 T ERBEL AN LA REASE

19461947 F T E2RBARZXERE 2 EGONB LGB K&

1948 4 HEBRLBPEFLERFHELAATELA, 2 RFEAXERBIR,
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(B) £EBE2AK (1953 F574k)

1952-1958 5 2-HAI# F £ WL, KL,

19601964 5= 3 B AL HBE N T FHRET

19641969 5 T 5 ELFW S EE

19691973 & ¥ wdF R 2L HI T RT AR L ERRFERFEE
1972 45— FMEmFHETRIGE, 8K,

1973-1976 F ¥ mFFT B AELRBEHAELEETREE

1976 - ¥ A9 G.H. Wang & Associates 2 & £ £

1977 - FThFTHERD HIMITHE

ERTRE

AA - AR (Gladys Chen) (J§4% B #3: 1938 9 A 10 H)

&F - Z# &K (Edward) / % - %&£ XK

k¥ - ZHX (JoAnn) / F - BEE FeKER)

K% - T8 E (Nancy) / #% - H B/ (Robert Kikuchi-Yugojo) (B &)
XF - T®F (James)

KKeKKK KKKXX KKK KXK KKKK* KKKKXX

BT ARBHE & 2015 %4 A 20 B

IRTEABAQENTRERERE T FTRAEZ M TAF IR RS ETHEETH

4 A17 8B, ERTHATARAXIL—ATHRLBRITHEEE, FET 50 444 W EZR4T
IR, XF, MR BATHFHEELHR: T2FXAH IR EERRGRE. ZRT
REBAHBREEHEHEY AL ANSEREET. ERF, SXATHEFTLHH, Hrit
R EMTEGRE BAARBA B LARE.

ERTH)RETFERF(£Z), X REKE(B—). ERE (L), AXHEREE(F) HAELTHER.
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