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Dr. James Wu Man-Hon, OBE, JP

President 1957-1958 Hong Kong Island East Rotary Club

By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#x]=2) (Rotary China Historian)
1 April 2015

Dr. The Honorable James Wu Man-Hon (# < #/# &%) (18 November 1920 - 23
February 2006), OBE, HonLLD (HKU), HonDEng (HKPoly), BSc (Eng) (Sun Yat Sen), JP,
was President 1957-1958 of Hong Kong Island East Rotary Club (4 i# & % 3% #44).

James was born in 1920 in Pokfulam (& #* 4%44), the British Crown Colony Hong Kong,
given the name as Wu Ying-Jim (# & /&) by his father Mr. Wu Chung (#* %), a leading
merchant and founder of the Weatherite Industries, often nicknamed “King of Taxi” who
operated one of the major taxi fleets “Central Taxi”. His younger brother, Sir Gordon Wu
(# Ria &2 ), KCMG, GBS, FICE, is a prominent architect and real estate developer.

James received his elementary education at the Dun Mei School (371# ¥ &), a famous
Chinese school, and subsequently at the King’s College (& # 3 ) in the Hong Kong Island.
He and his classmates started free summer schools for underprivileged children in their early
student days. After graduating from King’s College, he went on to become an engineering
student of the University of Hong Kong (% /& ~ #) in 1940. But because of the Pacific War
and the Imperial Japan’s invasion and occupation, James was forced to continue his studies
at the National Sun Yat Sen University (& > # .+ #) in Canton (Guangzhou) (% ') and
obtained a Bachelor Degree in mechanical engineering. There he and another student
organized a Hong Kong University alumni association which helped over 100 refugee
students completing their studies.



After the War, James assisted his father to re-establish the family business by operating
taxi service, hotels, studios, theatres, real estates as well as air-conditioner and electrical
engineering. James had been trained as a cab driver as a teenager and worked as a
mechanical engineer for the Highway Bureau of the Kwangtung (Guangdong) Provincial
Government (5 & 4 7</). On the other hand, James also established in 1952 China Cold
Storage & Engineering Co. which became the first air-conditioner manufacturer in Hong
Kong under the Weatherite brand using licensed technology from Westinghouse. In the
business world, James was an industrialist and real estate owner. He was the chairman of
the Hopewell Holdings Ltd. (& f=% # 3 *3= ) and the Saiweite Industrial Co., Ltd. (= 4§
%% "= 7). Under his chairmanship, Hopewell expanded its infrastructural business in
South China, Thailand and the Philippines.

With his vocational services, James had been Chairman 1975-1980 and later Life
Honorary President of the Federation of Hong Kong Industries (4 /& 1 ¥ 3. ¢ ). Hewasalso
a vice-president of the Chinese Manufacturers’ Association of Hong Kong (4 i& * &7 % &
¢ ). James also had led the Hong Kong delegation to the conferences of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East on five occasions. He was also the
chairman of the Industrial Development Committee of the Hong Kong-Japan Business Co-
operation Committee, in which he attracted massive Japanese participation in technology
transfer in the field of high-precision tooling for electronics components. James was
recognized by receiving permanent membership of the American Society of Heating,
Refrigerating and Air Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) in 1987.

James had done much to help Hong Kong in the fields of educational and industrial
progress. He was a founder member and Vice Chairman of the Council of Hong Kong
Polytechnic (% &2 1 # [x) which was established in 1972 and involved himself personally in
the recruitment of its academic staff. He had also maintained his links with the University
of Hong Kong and donated money in 1991 to establish the “James Wu Computer Laboratory
for Systems Engineering” (#* < #% "a# 2% 5 SL1 29 % F ).

In recognition of his services and contributions to the economy and human resources
investment of Hong Kong, the Hong Kong Polytechnic conferred upon James in 1991 the
Degree of Doctor of Engineering, honoris causa. The next year, Hong Kong University
conferred upon James the Doctor Degree of Laws, honoris causa. (Read citation on Page 3).

James also served as an Unofficial Member of the Urban Council from 1968 to 1973 and
the Legislative Council from 1972 to 1979. He was vocal on providing the requisite
infrastructural support for the development of vast industrial estates. James had been
appointed to many public positions, including the Hong Kong Trade Development Council,
the Vocational Training Council, and the Hong Kong Productivity Council.

In recognition to his remarkable services, James was appointed by Queen Elizabeth II,
United Kingdom, Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (OBE) in 1974.
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144th Congregation (1992)

James WU Man Hon

Doctor of Laws honoris causa

"Jimmy Wu has many good ideas except they do not agree with mine".

That was a remark by a senior civil servant in the 1970s who thought James Wu Man Hon
was an idealist. This same idealist, who championed the establishment of industrial parks,
the need for technology transfer and the importance of applied research and product

development, must have been proud that many of his "dreams" are gradually coming true.

James Wu Man Hon has gone a long way since his pioneering days attending to his father's
taxi business and establishing Weatherite Industries. His engineering education at the
University of Hong Kong and Zhongshan University laid a solid foundation for innovative
enterprises in engineering, education and industry. His achievements were recognised by
the government in the 1960s and 1970s when he served on the Urban Council, the
Legislative Council, the Trade Development Council, the Vocational Training Council and
the Productivity Council. He impressed on the government the importance of providing the

requisite infrastructural support for the development of vast industrial estates. To Jimmy,
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good factory and product design and processing and quality assurance are all essential. As
Chairman of the Federation of Hong Kong Industries, he alerted the community in the
1970s to the need for diversification and sophistication in our manufacturing industries as
economic interdependence between China and Hong Kong grew. In a territory where there
was a dearth of financial support for research and development in technology, James Wu
was able to attract massive Japanese participation in technology transfer in the field of
high-precision tooling for electronics components when he served as Chairman of the
Industrial Development Committee of the Hong Kong-Japan Business Co-operation
Committee. International recognition of his work includes Permanent Membership of the
American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air Conditioning Engineers in 1987 and
Honorary Citizenship of Guangzhou in 1991.

James Wu's staunch belief in human capital investment led to two decades of total devotion
to the development of the Hong Kong Polytechnic when he served as Deputy Chairman.
His insistence on interviewing every single candidate for teaching posts must have cost him
dearly as he was expected to be making money for his family business. Support for
engineering education is one of his priorities and three engineering departments benefited
from funding for the purchase of equipment. Jimmy Wu was made Officer of the Most
Excellent Order of the British Empire (OBE) in 1974. Likewise, the Hong Kong Polytechnic
acknowledged his devotion in 1991 by conferring on him an Honorary Doctorate in
Engineering.

In the same way that the Hong Kong community has benefited from his valuable input, so
has the Wu family from his entrepreneurial skills. Hopewell Holdings under his
chairmanship has grown into a giant in capital construction and land development,
providing infrastructural support for a future megalopolis in South China and for Thailand
and the Philippines. As someone well exposed to the Confucian classics, the following from
the Book of Great Learning will be appreciated by our graduand:

"The superior man learns in order to reach the utmost of his principles. He may not be
without foresight and vigorous endurance. His burden is heavy and his course is long".

Mr. Chancellor, in honouring our student of 1940, the University acknowledges not only his
contribution to industry and education but also his vision for a better Hong Kong. It is
therefore my privilege to present to you James Wu Man Hon for the award of the Degree of
Doctor of Laws honoris causa.

Citation written and delivered by Professor Lee Ngok, the Public Orator.
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James Wu, the tallest young man standing, in the family photo with parents (sitting) and 8 younger sisters

and brothers.
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James Wu and father Wu Chung (R2), younger brother Gordon Wu (L1) and Mr. Li Ka-Shung (L2)



1957 & cr14 .38 5 FUIr b — BF o AT BT o mSiE < A P s AL e
The Victoria Harbour of Hong Kong in 1957---The highest building was the Bank of China, while the huge
building neighbouring was the Hong Kong & Shanghai Banking Corporation.
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1957 #7245 & %  Hong Kong Island Eastern District as in 1957.
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1957 #r7% £ 5+  Map of the Hong Kong Island as in 1957.
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The Hong Kong Polytechnic was formally established on 1 August 1972, taking over the campus and staff of

the Hong Kong Technical College located at Hunghom, Kowloon Peninsula.
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In 1978, Chairman of the Federation of Hong Kong Industries, the Honourable James Wu Man-hon,

announced the formal implementation of the Hong Kong Quality Product Certification Scheme.

1978 # 127 16 F ——FF 1 FEEIRF 2k £ "G " m>2 (z2) 2ERFELIEZFEF -
16 December 1978 -- James Wu Man-hon, Chairman of Federation of Hong Kong Industries, and “Miss
Hong Kong” Winnie Chan Man-yuk (left) touring the “Buy Hong Kong” Exhibition. (Getty Images)
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Credit: hma Morning Post

1978 # 1 % 290 — (z42) §E1 FHRELIRF B 22 g fMAF 1 FEEELN ~ £ FRA
7R RBE ST EiFE L - 29January 1978 -- (from left) James Wu Man-Hon, Chairman of the Federation
of Hong Kong Industries; Legislative Councillor Chen Shou-Lum; K. C. Yan, Chairman of the Industrial Week

exhibition; and Rayson Huang Li-sung, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Hong Kong, look at some of the
Industrial Week exhibits.
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Credlt South China Morning Post
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11 November 1983 -- (from left) James Wu Man-Hon, Chairman of the Metrication Committee; Miss Hong

Kong Cher Yeung Suet-Yee; Shum Choi-Sang, Chairman of the Urban Council’s Market and Street Traders
Select Committee; and Yip Yeuk-Lam, Chairman of the Metric Weighing Counter Working Group, officiate at

the opening ceremony of the Metrication Campaign at Bowrington Road Market to promote public awareness

of metric measurements.
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