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Co-Founder & the First Chairman of the College Board of Governors 1951-1955

In the name of Christ, there were 3 Christians initiated to establish the Chung Chi College
(% X #2) in Hong Kong in 1951: (1) The Right Reverend Ronald Owen Hall, Bishop of the
Victoria Diocese and South China Mission, Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui (i.e. The Anglican
Church in China) (FRF > ¢ 23 JILT K ®FFEY EF ¢ Fa K ® PP 21 %); (2) Mr. David
W. K. Au (% i¥ &), Representative of the Board of Regents of St. John’s University of Shanghai
(1 »F 9%~ % 3% ¢); and (3) Dr. Lee Ying-Lin (% & 1+ 1), President 1938-1948 of
Lingnan University in Canton (B ' = # % * # &£ 1938-1948). Among them, there were 2
Rotarians: Au was an Active Member of Hong Kong Rotary Club (% /% #* #4+) while Lee was
Charter Member 1931 of the former Canton Rotary Club (§ ' # #4+), and later Club Secretary

in 1937-1938.
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In the beginning of the 1950’s, the British Crown Colony Hong Kong was undergoing rapid
growths in population and economy, resulting in an acute need for tertiary education.
Recognizing the need, Mr. David W. K. Au, Dr. Lee Ying-Lin, and Bishop Ronald Owen Hall,
together with Dr. Edwin E. Walline (#:# { X ) (representative of the American Presbyterian
Church in Hong Kong) (# M & £ % ¢ 5:.4 /& ©* £ ) and others decided to establish a local
institution of higher learning that would follow the Christian mission and traditions of the 13
Christian universities and colleges in China Mainland where the graduates of Hong Kong’s
secondary schools used to continue their studies before 1949, and were all disbanded after the
establishment of the People’s Republic of China: (1) St. John’s University (¥ % # ~ %), Shanghai
(1879); (2) Lingnan University (4 = ~ &), Canton (1888); (3) Nanking University (£ i ~ ),
Nanking (1888); (4) Hangchow University (2 /= ~ ¥ ), Hangchow (1897); (5) Soochow
University (X £ + #), Soochow (1900); (6) Shantung Christian University (Cheeloo University)
(b K AEHEfox §) (24 < £), Tsinan (1904); (7) Shanghai University (& iz + & ), Shanghai
(1906); (8) Women’s College of South China (# = + + < 12 ¥ ), Foochow (1908); (9) West
China Union University (% - & * &), Chengtu (1910); (10) Ginling College (£ 1~ + < 2%
f), Nanking (1913); (11) Fukien Christian University (4% 4=+ %), Foochow (1915); (12)
Yenching University (# % < £ ), Peking (1919) ; (13) Huachung University (#* + &), Wuchang
(1924).

In August 1951, Bishop Hall submitted an application to the Hong Kong Government for
permission to establish a Chung Chi College on a trial basis, i.e. to open temporary evening
classes in Arts and Science for one year, using Chinese as the main medium of instruction.

Permission was granted in the same month. Au was elected to serve as the first Chairman of the
College Board of Governors, while Lee was appointed the first College President.

Chung Chi College had a very modest beginning with only 63 students in the first year. The
College used borrowed and rented premises, namely St. Paul’s Co-educational College (¥ % %
g 4 ¢ &) at No. 33, MacDonnell Road (% ¢ # if ) (evening classes); the Social Hall (formerly
also known as “Cathedral Hall” and currently “Li Hall”) of St. John’s Cathedral (¥ % #% & %)
(morning classes); and later on at No. 147, Caine Road (%-if ). By September 1953, classes for
the College’s 279 students were still scattered in the aforesaid buildings. In March 1954, when
the second term opened, the College rented the Bishop Hoare Memorial Building (¥ = ¢ 7 9 &
% A %) at No. 1, Lower Albert Road (™ I/ £ i ) near the Bishop’s House. From then on, the
College gave up the classrooms in St. Paul’s Co-educational College and the Cathedral Hall.

It is interesting to note that, among the students in those years, one of them is Rotarian Dr.
George Hung (- # % ¥ 1) today. George Hung joined the Hong Kong Island West Rotary Club
(4 & & % 4% #4L) since 1978 and served as the Club President in 1993-1994. From 1993, George
Hung has served as Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Chung Chi College and a Council
Member of the Chinese University of Hong Kong (4 & ¢ ~ < §). In 2001, the University
conferred George Hung a Doctor Degree of Social Science (honoris causa).

In 1953, the Board of Governors of the College proposed to provide four-year courses, and
approached the Government for a grant of land at Ma Liu Shui (5 #-k), Shatin, New Territories
(#7 % 75 v ), an interest-free loan of HK$1 million to the Board for the building works of a



permanent campus and a railway station along the Kowloon-Canton Railway (4 A 4##:) by the
eastern coast of Tolo Harbour (- & j#) to be constructed by the Government. In August 1954,
the Government replied the following to the College Board for consideration:

(1) the Board would be granted an interest-free loan of HK$1 million for building works which
would be repayable in 10 equal annual instalments;

(2) the Board would also be granted land at Ma Liu Shui not exceeding 10 acres in area, with
conditions to be set out, after the Board had been incorporated; and

(3) a railway station would be constructed and maintained by the Government.

Eventually, the United Board for Christian Higher Education in Asia (representing churches
in the United States and Canada), the Association of Christian Universities and Colleges in Asia
of London, and the American Foundation of Lingnan University in New York provided funding
for the construction works. Therefore, in November 1954, the Board withdrew their application
for a loan and submitted to the Government a block plan on the proposed site of the College.

Unfortunately, Lee Ying-Lin passed away due to illness on 22 August 1954. David Au took
the obligation to serve concurrently as the Acting College President for 6 months until the second
president Professor Ling Tao-Yang (i i 4§ % #) was appointed on in February 1955. Au then
stepped down both positions of College Chairman and Acting President simultaneously. His
successor, i.e. the second Chairman of the College, was also a former Rotarian --- Dr. Leslie
Gifford Kilborn (¥< 2 if # L), Charter Member of Chengtu Rotary Club (= ik #%44) in 1939,
Szechuen (Sichuan) Province, Republic of China (¥ #=x ez "' 74).

From then on until 1959, the College Board liaised with the Government on the actual area
to be allocated for the new campus and the exact buildings to be constructed, and accomplished
the incorporation of the Board. The Board was incorporated in July 1955 under the {Chung Chi
College Incorporation Ordinance) (% 7 % 22 ®i% &]) of the Hong Kong Laws. The draft
Conditions of Grant for around 10 acres (40 thousand square meters) of Crown Land at Ma Liu
Shui to be made to the College was drawn up in October 1955 and accepted by the College one
month later in November. After further discussions with the Government, the College, on 5
January 1956, submitted a new layout plan for the construction of the College buildings. The
Government raised no objection, in principle, to the latest proposal and agreed to make a
provisional grant of land with a total area not exceeding 10 acres to the Board, and whereas the
Ma Liu Shui Railway Station (5 #L-k * & L) (currently University Station < # #t) was opened
to traffic on 24 September, the same year.

Brief Biography

David W. K. Au (% ¥ ®) was born in Sydney, Australia, on 6 October 1899. He was the son
of Mr. Au Ben (%< #), a Cantonese of Kwangtung Heung Shan (§ & % '), a prominent merchant
who was one of the founders of the Sincere Co., Ltd. (<t *# 7§ = #) in Hong Kong and Shanghai.

David was brought back in his minor years to the British Crown Colony Hong Kong where
he took his first education in St. Paul’s College (¥ %% 2 ). He did not stay there long but
followed by completing his high school education at St. Stephen’s College (¥ X # » ¥ %). Then,



he proceed to Shanghai, Republic of China, and continued his higher education in St. John’s
University, where he obtained his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1918.

Starting his business career as Secretary to the Sincere Co., Ltd., Hong Kong, in 1918, David
was promoted as Manager of the Sincere Co., Ltd. in London, England, in 1921. He stayed there
and attended The London School of Economics and Political Science, until 1925 when he was
transferred to Shanghai and became Chief Secretary to the Sincere branch there for four years.
In 1929, he was employed by the Shanghai Commercial and Savings Bank, Ltd. (} /# % ¥ & % 42
7) as Assistant Manager. The Bank’s Founder and Chairman was a Shanghai Rotarian K. P.
Chan (f# 3£ # ). Since 1934, David was transferred to Hong Kong as the Bank’s Branch Manager
there. When the Bank of Canton, Ltd. (B 4 42{7), Hong Kong, was re-opened in 1936, David
joined the Canton Bank as Manager. David has been connected since 1938 as Sub-Manager of
the well-known shipping firm --The China Navigation Company (* + #4; = 7).

David was very active in social and public affairs. Other than being an Active Member of
the Hong Kong Rotary Club, he was President of the Chinese Young Men’s Christian Association
in Hong Kong (% i# ¥ # &K % 7 # ¢ ), and concurrently, the President of the Chinese
Benevolent Association (4 i& ¥ ##% £ ¢ ). He has also served as the first director of Aid Refugee
Chinese Intellectuals (# M4 ¥ F4ra 4 L2 §) --- a philanthropic organization under the
leadership of George Ashmore Fitch (% % # ) (Shanghai Rotary Club President 1930-1931;
Chungking Rotary Club President 1942-1943). David also served the Anglican Church as the
Honorary Treasurer of the Hong Kong & Kwangtung Diocese, Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui (¥
Z o ¢ B4+ &%), as well as President of the St. John’s University Alumni Association in Hong
Kong. The list may be longer. As a devout Christian, David was called upon to serve more civic,
educational and philanthropic institutions in previous years. These include: Chairman, Court of
Deacons of the Cantonese Union Church of Shanghai; Member of the Board of Custody, Church
of Christ in China; Member of the Executive Board, National Young Men’s Christian Associations
of China and the Shanghai Y.M.C.A.; Chairman, Board of Governors of St. John’s University,
Shanghai; Member of the Executive Board of Kwangtung Provincial Association and Cantonese
Communal Guild.

Married in 1921 to Frances Louie (% % %) who was a graduate from St. Mary’s Hall,
Shanghai (% 35 4| &y -~ 12), they had three children.

Grand Lodge of Free & Accepted Masons of China

David Au was the FIRST Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Free & Accepted Masons of
China (Grand Lodge of China) (¥ B £ 2 % ¢ 7 % ¢ £ ) established on 16 January 1949.

Freemasonry or Masonry (# # ¢ ) consists of fraternal organizations that trace their origins
to the local fraternities of stonemasons that from the end of the 14th Century in England
regulated the qualifications of stonemasons and their interaction with authorities and clients.
Freemasonry has been the subject of numerous conspiracy theories throughout the years.



The basic, local organizational unit of Freemasonry is the Lodge. These private Lodges are
usually supervised at the regional level (usually coterminous with either a state, province, or
national border) by a Grand Lodge or Grand Orient. There is no international, worldwide Grand
Lodge that supervises all of Freemasonry; each Grand Lodge is independent, and they do not
necessarily recognize each other as being legitimate. The Grand Lodge in the Republic of China
originally chartered on 26 January 1939 as Sun Lodge No.114 P. C. (The Philippines Constitution)
in Shanghai. Many of the Shanghai Rotarians became brothers of this organization.

David first saw the light of Masonry on 3 February 1930 when he was initiated in Amity
Lodge No 106. He was passed on March 3rd raised on April 14th in the same year, elected
Secretary of the lodge on 1932 and Junior Warden in 1933. On being transferred to Hong Kong,
he immediately became active in the formation of Pearl River Lodge 109 in Canton and was one
of the founders. In recognition of his services to the lodge, he was elected Warden Master in
1935. By that time the Grand lodge of the Philippines Islands had formed the China lodges into
a District Grand Lodge and David became its first Deputy District Grand Master. In the following
year (1938) David assumed the District Grand Mastership and held that position until the lodges
in the District surrendered their Charters to the Grand Lodge of F. & A.M. of China. During his
term of office, David rendered yeoman service to Freemasonry in general and to Philippine
Masonry in particular.

The creation of the Grand Lodge of China was achieved under the patronage of the Grand
Lodge of the Philippines, being consecrated on 18 March 1949, in Shanghai. For the existence
and operation of the Grand Lodge of China, six Lodges that until then were constituted and
subordinate under the Grand Lodge of the Philippines were handed over and relocated under its
jurisdiction.

With the formation of the Grand Lodge of China, David became its first Grand Master (1949-

1950). Sun Lodge (¥ /&) was one of the six lodges to establish the Grand Lodge of China in

Shanghai on 16 January 1949, then Sun Lodge was transferred and re-chartered with his original
name but were re-numbered as Sun Lodge No. 6 under Grand Lodge of China. When the
Communist Government came to power, the Grand Lodge of China had ceased to function in
Shanghai by 1952, and decided to declare darkness had fallen upon the Grand Lodge of China.
The Grand Lodge of China was re-activated in Taiwan (4 /#) in 1955, then Sun Lodge re-

activated in Taipei (& #* ) on 27 July 1956.

Following the foot-steps, many of the former Rotarians from the Chinese Mainland had also
joined the Grand Lodge of Free & Accepted Masons of China located in Taiwan. Several of them
were later became Grand Masters, namely: (1) 1950-1956 “Charlie” Wei Tsen-Fu (& 3 4% )
(Shanghai Rotary Club President 1946-1947; Governor 1948-1949 of Rotary International 97th
District); (2) 1956-1957 Bishop Ralph Ansel Ward (% % % 2 %) (former member of Nanking

Rotary Club and Chengtu Rotary Club); (3) 1958-1959 George Ashmore Fitch (% £ # ) (Shanghai
Rotary Club President 1930-1931 ; Chungking Rotary Club President 1942-1943); (4) 1959-1960
Kwo Keh-Ti (3% 5 1#) (Shenyang Rotary Club President 1948-1950; Taipei Rotary Club President
1952-1953; Rotary International District 345 Governor 1960-1961).
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Ma Liu Shui Railway Station was built on August 1955 to serve the new campus of Chung Chi College.

FTRFIR

CHUNG CHI COLLEGE

: e o
.. | Fa it B
50 # 5 60 # i AR
Chung Chi College Campus in the 1950s-1960s.

6


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjY58Tj_-jgAhVSAogKHc5kC3kQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.wattis.com.hk/gallery/4330/hong-kong-ma-liu-shui-railway-station-near-shatin.html&psig=AOvVaw1Qk_3GYQzvkKoB9C9BU2Lz&ust=1551805678986390
http://www.ccc.cuhk.edu.hk/en-gb/
http://www.google.com.hk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiU5-Do2PrYAhWEmpQKHVCYB4cQjRwIBw&url=http://humanum.arts.cuhk.edu.hk/~hhho/ccedu/www_hbgt_s3_2.htm&psig=AOvVaw3DYYM7eMDiaW6D3EiK1RzT&ust=1517230122860604

Py T

THE SINCERE (¢ IT®

(SHANGHAI BUILDING)

REROREHESR
BN

1900 # =+ # R A K F EpIPErE R |27 A% 7
The Sincere Co., Ltd. (department store) was first established in the British Crown Colony Hong Kong in 1900.
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