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Dr. The Honourable Ts’o Seen-Wan, CBE, LLD, JP

The First Rotarian Commissioner of Hong Kong Police Reserve
By Herbert K. Lau (%]#x]=2) (Rotary China Historian)

1 September 2015

Dr. Ts’o Seen-Wan (= L ¥ 2 § £ = 1) HonLLD (HKU), JP, was appointed by Hong
Kong Governor Sir Reginald Edward Stubbs (% 7 34 7 4% # 1) to serve as the first-ever
Honorary Commissioner of the Hong Kong Police Reserve Unit (3 i& & # # %3 %2 3. T ) from
1920 to 1939, which was the first generation of the Hong Kong Auxiliary Police Force (3 i # £+
¥ %1% ) today. While few years later simultaneously, Ts’o was appointed by Hong Kong
Governor Sir Cecil Clementi (3 i# BEE£~ 3 & 21 ) to serve as Unofficial Member of the Hong
Kong Legislative Council (4 % = i# & 27 < % R ) from 1929 to 1937. In between during the
year of 1932-1933, Ts’o was the President of the Rotary Club of Hong Kong (3 % #* #4+).

In 1930, invited by the then Hong Kong Governor Sir William Peel (4 & 375 . % & 1), Ts’o
joined the organizing of the first Rotary Club — The Rotary Club of Hong Kong — and was elected
to serve as the Charter Vice-President on 8 December 1930. Later, he was elected to serve as
Club President in 1932-1933. With such a position held, Ts’o made the historical record of the
FIRST of a Rotary Club President to serve as: (1) Hong Kong Police Reserve Honorary
Commissioner, and (2) Hong Kong Legislative Councillor, in the same year. Certainly, no doubt,
Ts’o was the FIRST ethnic Chinese Rotary Club President as well as the second Club President
in the Rotary Hong Kong history.


https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Dr_Tso_Seen_Wan.jpg

Since 1943, Dr. the Honourable Ts’o Seen-Wan, CBE, HonLLD (HKU), JP, was also the
father-in-law of another eminent Rotarian -- Dr. Tseung Fat-Im (%5 ¥ 382 ¥ 1), OBE, KStJ,
HonLLD (HKU), MBBS (HKU), JP, (Hong Kong Rotary Club President 1947-1948). Thus by
1947, they made another historical record for the Club — the FIRST father/son-in-laws Club
Presidents.

Solicitor — Law Enforcement Officer — Lawmaker

Ts’o Seen-Wan, ethnic Cantonese of Kwantung Heung Shan (& 4 % .:) was born in the
Portuguese Territory Macao (;% ) on 10 November 1868. Styled himself “S. W. Ts’0”, he was a
distinguished lawyer and educationalist in the British Crown Colony Hong Kong (% i&).

S. W. Ts’o was the eldest son of Mr. Ts’o Wai-Chuen ({ ¥ 5 ), a well-known and wealthy
merchant of that Territory who was the first Chinese Macanese decorated by the King of Portugal
with the Order of the Immaculate Conception of Vila Vicosa (Ordem de Nossa Senhora da
Conceicao de Vila Vigosa), and who was also bestowed in 1880 the honour of the “Second Degree
with the Red Button and Peacock’s Feather = 5% %% ' i~ 42” by the Imperial Qing Emperor
Guangxu (+ 7Rk %2 7).

After finishing his early education in Macao, Ts’o went to Shanghai (* ;% ) where he received
higher Chinese education. He went to England in 1886 and entered Cheltenham College. In due
time he passed his law examinations and was connected with well-known law firms. He was
enrolled as a solicitor of the Supreme Court of Judicature of England and Wales before returning
to Hong Kong in 1897 where he set up his own law practice. He was joined by Mr. P. M. Hodgson
in 1927 under the firm name of Messers. Ts’o & Hodgson (§ & i % /3 =f# ). Through his
association with two leading members of the Chinese community, Sir Kai Ho (# fx & < ) and Sir
Boshan Wei-Yuk (& # # & - ), he soon became a leader in the public affairs of the British Crown
Colony Hong Kong.

Law Enforcement

Dr. Ts’o Seen-Wan was honoured by the police historian as “Promoter of Hong Kong Police
Reserve”. The Hong Kong Police Reserve was the lineal descendant of the temporary Police
Reserve authorized by Ordinance 27 of 1914. Ts’o was appointed by Hong Kong Governor Sir
Francis Henry May (% & 3,15 7 3L & 1) to serve the Hong Kong Police Reserve Unit in 1914
as a commandant. This Ordinance envisioned the creating of a special Police Force in an
emergency and in the course of its operation when three such emergencies occurred: (1) in the
1914-1918 World War; (2) in the Seamen’s Strike of 1922; and (3) the Canton-Hong Kong
General Strike (4 & < % 1) of 1925-1926. On each occasion a temporary Police Reserve was
created and did valuable and disciplined service until the emergency’s end. Volunteer part-time
constables were recruited from local Chinese citizens. Altogether temporary Police Reservists
served for nearly seven years in these three emergencies.

After the Canton-Hong Kong General Strike, the Head of the Regular Police, Captain
Superintendent E. D. C. Wolfe, and Dr. S. W. Ts’o, the Chinese Labour Controller, recommended
that a permanent voluntary Police Reserve should be created. Their recommendation was



accepted and put into effect by Ordinance 24 of 1927 repealing Ordinance 27 of 1914. The new
Ordinance authorized the immediate creation of a permanent Police Reserve, to be mobilized
wholly or partly whenever the authorities saw fit. Recruiting began the same year and the Police
Reserve governed by the 1927 Ordinance has been in existence ever since.

Mention should be made, before proceeding further, of some of the deeds of the pre-1927
Police Reserve which formed the tradition that gave birth to the Police Reserve. Notable among
these were the saving by Police Reservists of many lives, at great risk to themselves, in the Race
Course fire of 1915, the emergency digging work, when every moment counted, by Police
Reservists in clearing the debris and rescuing victims at the Po Hing Fong Collapse (¥ & 3* £ }
4 53 ) in 1925; and the driving of motor buses in face of menacing strike pickets, by technically
skilled Police Reservists (most of them Chinese) during the General Strike of 1925. The last
called for high moral courage, for the pickets were well-organized and had orders to put a stop
to the work of every Chinese engaged in the public utilities. These orders were completely
effective for a time, for all transport on the island, both trams and taxis (there were then no buses)
were stopped on the island, for a considerable time.

From 1927 until World War II the Police Reserve consisted of four units, a Chinese Company,
an Indian Company, a Flying Squad, and an Emergency Unit. Dr. S. W. Ts’o and Mr. Bishen
Singh were the first Honorary Commissioners appointed by Hong Kong Governor Sir Reginald
Edward Stubbs (% i 344 # #4¢ & 1). Although nothing of special note occurred during these
years the work of the Police Reserve was satisfactory throughout. Asthe Annual Reports of the
Police Reserve Commissioners and the chiefs of the Regular Police show, they fulfilled their tasks
of relieving the Regular Police from various duties, as occasion required, arid of maintaining
their own efficiency in the various branches of police work, by so doing.

S. W. Ts’o retired from the Police Reserve in 1939, and his second son Ts’o Tsun-On (§ *&
%), O.B.E., J.P., was appointed by Hong Kong Governor Sir Geoffrey Alexander Stafford
Northcote (% & %78 % % ® & 1) to succeed the Honorary Commissioner position from 1939
until 1957. With the merger of the ‘Special’ and ‘Reserve’ formations, the Hong Kong Auxiliary
Police Force was officially established in 1957. From 1969 until 1997, the Force was bestowed by
Queen Elizabeth II, United Kingdom, the title of “Royal Hong Kong Auxiliary Police Force”. The
Force Commandant (2 74 /& #f 2 & %} 4 & ) from 1983 to 1987, Nylon Leonard Ts’o (¢ # ##),
M.B.E., Q.P.M., C.P.M., was the grand-nephew of S. W. Ts’o. The official ranking of such
“Commandant” in the Force was “Senior Assistant Commissioner of Police”. The appointment
was given by Hong Kong Governor Sir Edward Youde (% i 3.7 % 1€ #-2.). Nylon joined the
Force since 1947 as a part-time volunteer constable of the Police Reserve when his uncle Ts’o
Tsun-On was the Honorary Commissioner.

Politician in the City Administration

On 17 April 1918, Ts’o Seen-Wan was appointed, by Hong Kong Governor Sir Francis Henry
May (% i& 575 % 3 2L & 1), an Unofficial Justice of the Peace for Hong Kong (% i 2£F = ~ ¥
¥ 1). In the same year, Ts’o was appointed to serve as an Unofficial Member of Sanitary Board
(%% &) (the forerunner of the Urban Council # z &) until 1929. After this service, Ts’o was
appointed by Hong Kong Governor Sir Cecil Clementi (% 7 %75 £ ~ % & 2) as an Unofficial
Member of the Hong Kong Legislative Council (3 & = ;* & 2£F = 2% i ) from 1929 until 1937.



Recognizing of his remarkable services to the Colony, in 1928, Ts’o was decorated Officer of
the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (O.B.E.), by King George V, King of the United
Kingdom and the British Dominions, and Emperor of India. Later in 1935, Ts’o was decorated
again with higher Order of Commander (C.B.E.).

Protection against Sale of Women

If the strikes of the 1920’s demonstrate that new ideologies fermenting in post-First World
War China were bound to have an impact on Hong Kong, the dispute over the abolition of the
mui-tsai (4 i#), Chinese girls sold into domestic servitude, indicates that Chinese traditions
persisted in Hong Kong, and deeply rooted in the family system, they were not to be readily
purged.

The abolition of the practice was made the subject of legislation in 1923. The Hong Kong
Government fully realized the ineffectiveness of legislation in curbing the practice, but had
succumbed to firm decisions made by the Colonial Office of London. In Hong Kong, the Colonial
Office’s decisions became the subject of heated emotions. Supporters of the legislation formed
themselves into an Anti Mui-tsai Society (5 %% 4 ¢ ), opponents set up the Society for the
Protection of Mui-tsai (/7 § =4 € ). Gathering were held by both supporters and opponents.
Considering the administrative difficulties of abolishing a practice that had deep roots in Chinese
custom, successive Governors of Hong Kong sided with the opponents. But the British home
government could in no circumstance tolerate the continuation of a practice that could be
construed as slavery. The law (Female Domestic Device Ordinations) ( #Jze* =P 5]) was
passed on 15 February 1923, and supplemented in 1929 and 1938.

The use of domestic servant girls, no longer known as mui-tsai, continued in Hong Kong
into the 1950’s. Eventually, it gave way, probably less to legislation than to rising wages from
the factories. The law-making in the protection against sale of women could be evidenced by the
document { Expert opinion given by the Hon. S. W. Ts’o, O.B.E., LL.D., Chinese member of the
Hong Kong Legislative Council, in a mui-tsai case tried before the Hong Kong Police Magistrate
on 26 September 1929 ) . (See excerpted below the first portion of the Opinion)

In order to understand the answers to the following questions it is necessary first, to have
some knowledge of the real mui-tsai system in China. The term mui-tsai, literally translated
into English, is ‘small sister.” The reason for employing such a term for a class of servant girls is
partly explained by the Chinese method of teaching young children to be polite and to treat those
below them with consideration. Mui-tsai, though a servant, is not considered to be like a paid
servant and merely a member of the household, but a member of the family. It is difficult to
trace the origin of this system, but from descriptions in old Chinese books this class of young
girls was probably the daughters of paid servants employed in rich or powerful families. For the
advancement of their young daughters these servants would deem it fortunate if their daughters
were allowed to be admitted into such families as attendants to the ladies of the house, where
they would be well looked after, having good food and good clothing, and where they could
acquire good manners and gentleness and, as personal attendants or companions to the young
ladies of the house, they could also learn needle-work, embroidery, reading, writing and other
accomplishments. Being personal attendants to the ladies they were never required to perform
any domestic or menial work, as in such families there were plenty of paid servants to do the
menial work. Having attained a certain degree of accomplishment, these girls acquired a status



far above that of their parents. When they grew up to a marriageable age, they might and
invariably did, through the influence of the master, marry into well-to-do families. In such cases
the parents would be too thankful for what was being done for their daughter to interfere with
the arrangements made by the master or mistress for the girl. A connection by marriage with a
well-to-do family would mean also the advancement of the family of the parent, although the girl
might not be married as a wife but as concubine. Girls having been brought up in such a way
became deeply attached to their mistresses and were greatly trusted by them and the whole
family. Instances have occurred, we are told, of such girls making great personal sacrifices for
the sake of their mistresses when the master’s family got into trouble.

This system of servant girls or mui-tsai became so satisfactory and beneficial to both sides,
particularly to the girls, that poor parents were quite willing to part with their daughters to any
well-to-do family to be a mui-tsai, leaving absolutely in the hands of the master or mistress the
care and control of their daughters. On the other hand the well-to-do families, finding this class
of servant girls so trust-worthy and so much attached to the family, being reared up in the family
from quite a tender age, began to appreciate this class of girl servants. Hence the mui-tsai system
came into vogue. Poor parents being in need of money would, on parting with their daughter,
ask for some compensation for the expense they had incurred since the child’s birth, not as a
price or vale of the girl, but as a refund of such expense. The amount was usually a nominal sum.
Unfortunately by taking money the transaction became at once a case of buying and selling of
children. However, in such transactions the following conditions attached even to this day for
tradition, that is to say:-

(1) That the master or mistress should be responsible for the welfare and the person of the
child by giving her proper food and clothing, and in case of illness, medical attendance.

(2) That the girl should be considered to be a member of the family, and not as paid servant.

(3) That when she is old enough to be married, she must be properly married by the master
or mistress as a wife or concubine.

(4) That no girl should be sold as a prostitute and this should apply to a mui-tsai as much as
to any girl.

(5) That by custom, when a mui-tsai is engaged to be married, if her parents be then living,
the master or mistress should notify them of the fact and the circumstances attending
hereto. If the parents desired to do so they would associate with the family of the girl’s
husband as if she had been married by them. In such a case the responsibility of the
master or mistress would cease but if her parents be dead the girl, after her marriage,
would be treated in her master’s house as a ‘quasi daughter’ and her husband as a ‘quasi-
son-in-law’; and all the thousand and one Chinese ceremonies relating to child birth and
annual festivities, etc., would be performed by and at the expense of the mistress as a
mother-in-law.

There is one point I omitted to mention in memorandum to H. E. the Governor on the
question of mui-tsati, that is (6) a mui-tsai wears mourning on the death of her master or mistress
for the same period as that of a daughter. This is custom and is usually done but is not provided
by law, as the law only prescribes the period of mourning of persons related to the deceased
within the 5 degrees of consanguinity. This point is very important as it shows that a mui-tsai is
treated by the Chinese as a foster-daughter.
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Kai Tak Bund Reclamation

Hong Kong saw an influx of refugees around the time of the 1911 Revolution. To solve the
serious housing problem so caused, Dr. Wu Ting-Fang (~ T ¥ 4 iz z£% 4 1) LL.D., J.P,,
initiated the proposal to reclaim Kowloon Bay for the construction of a residential district. In
1912 the cause was taken up by a group of Chinese merchants, including Sir Kai Ho (i £z & L),
C.M.G., M.R.C.S., J.P., Au Tak (% 1t), Ts’o Seen-Wan ({, & /¢), Chau Siu-Ki (% >+ T ¥ 1),
J.P., Chow Shou-Son (% & § + T % 1), J.P., Wu Ch’ao-Shu (i3} +%), etc., who founded the Kai
Tak Investment Co., Ltd. (x4t ¥ ¥ 7 *¥2 @) and applied to the Government for a reclamation
permit concerning Kowloon Bay in furtherance of an upper-class residential area. The name of
the company, “Kai Tak”, came after Ho Kai and Au Tak, the leading figures of the group. It
followed that the reclaimed land was called “Kai Tak Bund”, the same as the company’s name.

In 1914, Sir Kai Ho passed away leaving behind the financial difficulties. Ts’o took up the
steering position of the project Kai Tak Bund (¥4t /% ) Scheme which was commenced in 1916.
It proceeded smoothly at first, but the wave of mass strikes in the 1920’s and the Canton-Hong
Kong General Strike (4 /& = ¥ 1) in 1925 ignited an economic recession so damaging that the
Scheme came to an abrupt halt.

Among the project’s three phases only the first was completed, by which the western part of
the reclaimed land became a residential district. Other parts were either abandoned or left
untreated. The first phase of the project produced an area of unused reclaimed land of around
40,000 SqM, which was leased in 1925 first to the Abbott School of Aviation and then to HMS
Hermes, a Royal Air Force aircraft carrier, for the staging of military aircrafts that made way to
Hong Kong. The leasing laid the foundation upon which Kai Tak Bund was later developed into
an airport. In 1927, the Hong Kong Government purchased the Kai Tak reclaimed land, using
the financial crisis of the Kai Tak Investment Company to good advantage. The remaining
reclamation was accomplished and an airport, known as the Aerodrome at Kai Tak, was built.
(see photo on Page 13)

Many regional-history and anecdote books tell that “Kai Tak Airport fzfg #% 3~ was so
named to commemorate Ho Kai and Au Tak, the alleged founders of the airport. The fact is, Ho
Kai died in 1914 and Au Tak in 1920, respectively, and they had nothing to do with the
construction of the airport. The reclaimed land of Kowloon Bay (4 #: %) had been called “Kai
Tak reclaimed land” or “Kai Tak Bund” as early as the 1920’s; “Kai Tak Airport” was as a matter
of fact named after the place, instead of the men who made no direct contribution to the aviation
development of Hong Kong. It is the same as today’s Hong Kong International Airport is named
after the land of Chek Lap Kok Island as “Chek Lap Kok Airport # ## % # 3.

A True Rotarian in Public Affairs and Community Services

While practicing Vocational Service via his profession as a solicitor, Ts’o exemplified himself
a true Rotarian by participating actively in many and various public affairs as well as community
services throughout his life. Including but not limited to, here are some of those remarkable as
listed below:



(1) 1901-1903: Organizing the establishment of St. Stephen’s College; (2) 1902: Member of the
King Edward VII Coronation Celebration Committee; (3) 1903: Financial Director of the Alice
Memorial Hospital; (4) 1903-1906: Organizing the establishment of St. Stephen’s Girls’ College;
(5) 1904: organizing the establishment of Alice Memorial Maternity Hospital; (6) 1906:
organizing the establishment of Ho Miu Ling Hospital; (7) 1909: Member and Honorary
Secretary of the Chinese Sub-committee to raise the Endowment Fund for the Establishment of
the Hong Kong University; (8) 1911: Member of the King George V Coronation Celebration
Committee; (9) 1911-1941: Chairman of the Board, West Point Chinese Public Dispensary; (10)
1914-1920: Commandant of Hong Kong Police Reserve; (11) 1914-1951: Member of the Council,
University of Hong Kong: (12) 1918-1929: Member of the Sanitary Board; (13) 1919-1953:
Honorary Director, The Board of Management of The Chinese Permanent Cemeteries; (14) 1920:
Member of the Sharp Commission, University of Hong Kong; (15) 1920-1939: Honorary
Commissioner of Hong Kong Police Reserve; (16) 1920-1940: Member of the Education Board,
Hong Kong Government; (17) 1922-1953: Co-founder and Supervisor of Tsan Yuk Hospital; (18)
1925-1926: Organizing the establishment of the Government Vernacular Middle School; (19)
1925-1941: Gentry of the District Watch Force; (20) 1925-1953: Advisor of Tung Wah Hospital;
(21) 1926-1953: Co-Founder of Munsang College and Chairman of the College Council; (22)
1928-1935: Organizing the establishment of the Confucius Hall; (23) 1929: Member of the Gollan
Committee, University of Hong Kong; (24) 1925-1937: Unofficial Member of the Hong Kong
Legislative Council; (25) 1929-1939: Member of The Court, University of Hong Kong; (26) 1929:
Vice Chairman, Hong Kong Society for the Protection of Children; (27) 1929-1953: Permanent
Director of Po Leung Kuk; (28) 1930-1941: Chairman of the Board of Directors, Alice Memorial
Hospital, and Non-Executive Chairman of the Hospital Executive Committee; (29) 1937: Hong
Kong Chinese Representative attending the Coronation of King George VI; (30) 1951-1953: Life
Member of the Council, University of Hong Kong.

St. Stephen’s College

Prior to the 1840’s, school education in Hong Kong had long catered to locals in villages and
taught in accordance with Confucian classics. The development of Western style education in
Hong Kong started in the late 19th Century when the religious missions started playing an active
role in the development of local education and the relatively well-off Chinese started to yearn for
the establishment of schools providing modern education.

In 1901, a group of eight Chinese businessmen and community leaders wrote to Hong Kong
Governor Sir Henry Arthur Blake (% 7 %7 * 4 & 1) asking him to open an English school for
Chinese children residing in the Colony. Through the concerted efforts of Sir Kai Ho (= £x & 21.),
Ts’o Seen-Wan (4, & it), The Right Reverend Bishop Joseph Charles Hoare (7 4 % - %) and
Archdeacon Rev. William Banister (37 5 § ¢ 2 &) of the Anglican Church, St. Stephen’s College
(¥ L #% ~ % 1+) was a boarding school run by the Church Missionary Society, and was opened
on Western Street (& i# i) in 1903, with six boarders and one day pupil, as a Christian boys’
school. The objective of the founders was to offer an opportunity for Chinese boys to acquire a

highly regarded education similar to that provided by well-known English public schools of those
times. It soon attracted overseas students, particularly Chinese students from Southeast Asia.



Expansion of the school led to its re-location to Bonham Road (4% # ¢ ) in 1924 and to the present
Stanley (7 +1) campus in 1930.

Construction of the existing school premises of St. Stephen’s College started in 1928. The
foundation stone was laid by the then Hong Kong Governor Sir Cecil Clementi (% i .5 £ ~ %»

&2 ) on 27 April 1928. School House was the first building completed under the project and
was opened by the then Acting Governor Mr. Wilfrid Thomas Southorn (G£32 4 i 741 %) on
25 March 1930. (see photo on Page 15)

Outbreak of the Pacific War in December 1941, shortly before the Japanese Army attack on
Hong Kong on 18 December, the British Military took over School House of St. Stephen’s College
and converted the building into an emergency military hospital. Early on Christmas Day, the
Japanese Army captured St. Stephen’s College, broke into the school building and initiated the
“St. Stephen’s College Massacre”. During the Japanese Occupation (1941—-1945), St. Stephen’s
College, together with the nearby Stanley Prison Warders’ Quarters, were used as the Stanley
Internment Camp, which is the only remaining internment camp in Hong Kong.

At present, there are eight pre-war buildings in the secondary section of St. Stephen’s
College, including the School House as the oldest one, Martin Hostel, the Old Laboratory and
five bungalows (staff quarters). The H-shaped School House comprises an east wing and a west
wing connected by a central block. It is in late transitional Arts and Crafts style bearing
Modernist influence, with external walls of granite on the ground floor and plain rendered and
painted finish on the upper storey. Rough-cast rendering, wide overhanging eaves, arched
windows and doorways and arcaded verandahs are typical features of the Arts and Crafts style.

School House of St. Stephen’s College is not only the oldest surviving school building which
still provides boarding service in Hong Kong, but is also one of the very few remaining sites of
the Stanley Internment Camp. Thus, it is an important reminder of the history of development
of local education and bears testimony to the sufferings endured by the internees in the wartime
period. The School House was declared a monument in 2011.

The University of Hong Kong

The origins of The University of Hong Kong (4 i ~ £ ) (HKU) can be traced back to the
Hong Kong College of Medicine for Chinese (% i& & * & ¥ Z 1) founded in 1887 by Dr. Ho Kai
(= kz %5 4 ) later known as Sir Kai Ho (7 #x & 2 ), which was later incorporated as the
University’s Faculty of Medicine. It was renamed the Hong Kong College of Medicine (% i& & ¥
% 1%) in 1907. In 1911, Hong Kong Governor Sir Frederick John Dealtry Lugard (% i 3.4 jp #
& 21 ) had proposed to establish a university in Hong Kong to compete with the other Great

Powers opening universities in China, most notably Prussia, which had just opened the Tongji
German Medicine School (F 34t < %ﬁ # % )in Shanghai (* /%).

Sir Hormusjee Naorojee Mody (/%3 & 2), an Indian Parsi businessman in Hong Kong,
learned of Lugard’s plan and pledged to donate HK$280,000 towards the construction and other
costs. The Hong Kong Government and the business sector in southern China, which were both
equally eager to learn “secrets of the West’s success” (referring to technological advances made



since the Industrial Revolution), also gave their support. The Government contributed a site at
West Point (& # ). Swire Group (+ + & ®) contributed £40,000 to endow a chair in

Engineering, in addition to thousands of dollars in equipment. On the other hand, Dr. Ho Kai
was elected as the Chairman of the Chinese sub-committee to raise the Endowment Fund. Ts’o
was one of the members and served as the Honorary Secretary.

Along with donations from other donors including the British Government and companies
such as Hong Kong & Shanghai Banking Corporation (3 i& } /% % ¥ 42{7), Lugard finally had
enough to fund the building of the University. (see photo on Page 29)

As Governor of Hong Kong, Lugard laid the foundation stone of the Main Building on 16
March 1910. The University was incorporated in Hong Kong as a self-governing body of scholars
on 30 March 1911 and had its official opening ceremony on 11 March 1912. It was founded as an
all-male institution; women students were admitted for the first time ten years later.

Ts’o had been an active member to the University management --- 1914-1951: Member of
the Council (#i+% R ¢ ); 1920: Member of the Sharp Commission; 1929: Member of the Gollan
Committee; 1929-1939: Member of The Court (# & ¢ ). He was also a member of the Board of
Control of both St. John’s Hall (¥ % # ¥ ) (relocated as St. John’s College ¥ ¥ # % I+ in 1955)
and Morrison Hall (5 4 5t % ), the University’s boys hostels.

In 1924, Ts’o was conferred the degree of Doctor of Laws (honoris causa) by the University.
And finally, in 1951 Ts’o was honoured the Life Member of the University Council until he passed
away on 20 January 1953.

Munsang College

Ts’o Seen-Wan was a co-founder of Munsang College (% # 3 %), and the Life Chairman of
the College Council, in Kowloon City (4 #53%).

Beginning Period (1916-1938)

In 1916, in view of the lack of schools for children in Kowloon City, Ts’o Seen-Wan suggested
raising funds to build a school. In 1920, Mr. Au Chak-Mun (% # =) (also known as Au Tak %
%), one of the two people who reclaimed the land at Kowloon Bay and founded the Kai Tak
Investment Company, died and bequeathed a donation of HK$10,000 to support Ts’0’s plan.
Later, Mr. Mok Kon-Sang (% #% # ) donated HK$10,000 as the founding fund of the school. Rev.
Arthur Dudley Stewart (¥ 42 3 #<E# ), the Principal of St. Paul’s College (¥ i % 2 [x) was
entrusted with the work of preparation. In 1924, Mr. Rufus Huang (§ p* #X), a teacher of St.
Stephen’s College, was appointed as the first principal of the school and he rented a three-storey
building at No. 2 Kai Tak Bund (¥x4g, ;% ) as the school building and the open area near the school
building as the playground. In commemoration of the contribution of Mr. Au Chak-Mun and
Mr. Mok Kon-Sang, the school was named after them as “Munsang College”.

On 8 March 1926, classes were opened. At that time, there were only 4 teachers and 18
students. Only boys’ junior secondary section was set up. There was one class each in junior 1,
2 and 3. Besides, there were three preparatory classes, Pre A, B and C for children who didn't
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reach the level of junior one. That winter, the College Council was set up and Dr. Ts’o Seen- Wan
became the chairman of the Council. In 1927, the kindergarten section was set up. There were
totally 60 students in the secondary section and 17 students in the primary and kindergarten
sections. In 1928, the boys’ senior secondary section was set up. Owing to the increasing number
of students, Nos. 45 and 47 of Kai Yan Road (¥z i= #.) near Kai Tak Bund were rented as school
buildings. In 1930, the first 3 students graduated in the secondary section. In 1932, a girls’
secondary section was set up and the number of students increased to 426. In 1933, a hall with
a capacity of 200 students was built at the back of the main school building at Kai Tak Bund. In
1934, owing to the outstanding performance of Munsang College, the Hong Kong Government
started to subsidize the school as a special grant school. In the autumn of 1937, the girls’
secondary section was closed and all female students were transferred to Heep Yunn School (1

¢ &), In 1938, the first Home-Coming day was held.
Campus Relocated Period (1939-1940)

In the preparation of the 10th anniversary ceremony, it was suggested that a piece of land
at the end of Grampian Road (#.4k:# ¢ ) should be bought to build a school campus instead of
renting houses. HK$11,000 was raised to purchase most of the land for the new campus. In
September 1939, the first phase of building the school campus, including a hall and 12
classrooms, at the present location was completed. There were totally 525 students.

Resuming Period (1945-1954)

The Pacific War extended to Hong Kong in the winter of 1941. The Japanese Army occupied
the campus. School activities were suspended. In August 1945, the Japanese Army surrendered.
However, the school campus was still occupied by the British army troops. Civilian houses at
Hau Wong Road (# 2 ig ) were rented and the primary school resumed. There were totally 94
students. In May 1946, the campus at Grampian Road was returned to the school authority but
only the primary section resumed. The number of students increased to 200. In 1947, the main
road in the school campus and the school gate was rebuilt. The school applied to the Government
and became a non-profit-making private school. In 1949, a co-ed secondary section was
established. In the summer of the same year, one additional classroom was built and in winter,
two extra classrooms were built. In 1950, the Student Association was set up and the total
number of students increased to 500. In 1953, with the addition of seven classrooms, the
secondary school resumed up to S5 and there were totally 17 classes and 785 students. In 1954,
five students participated in the first Hong Kong Certificate of Education Examination (HKCEE)
(4 %7 & € %) after the World War II

Chinese Public Dispensary Committee

After the control of the 1894 plague outbreak, a commission of enquiry was convened to
report into the Government Medical Department. The question of starting government-funded
public dispensaries for providing outpatient medical services to the Chinese population was
raised by the commission, with the suggestion that graduate of the Hong Kong College of
Medicine could be put in charge of these dispensaries and given a certain quota of medicines to
dispense to the patients coming for treatment. Unfortunately, the scheme not only received no
support but instead attracted a great deal of criticism from the Government medical officers who
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gave evidence at the enquiry. Thus the scheme was not steadfastly pursued by the Government,
although there might have been some pilot schemes started, including the dispensaries in the
newly acquired New Territories (37 % ). However, this negative response from the Government
Medical Department did not stop the Registrar General (% % 3z F ) (the title of this post was
changed to Secretary for Chinese Affairs # % yci% 7 in 1913) to work with enlightened and

public-spirited members of the Chinese community, such as Ho Kai and Ts’o Seen-Wan, to start
public dispensaries in the heavily Chinese populated areas of Hong Kong and Kowloon.

These dispensaries were placed under the management of a Chinese Public Dispensary
(CPD) Committee (& 4 %5 k¥ 3®% E ¢)formed by local Chinese community leaders, including
the Chinese members of the Sanitary Board, and chaired by the Registrar General himself. Dr.
Francis W. Clark, as administrator of the Government Midwifery Service, he was also able to
mobilize trained Chinese midwives to be based at the dispensaries and to attend to domiciliary
delivers in their neighbourhood, thus boosting their usefulness and appeal to the community.
The CPD Committee were successfully in fundraising for the building of the premises (while land
was provided free by the Government), as well as providing for medicines and other public health
services including vaccinations. With this support from the Chinese community, only a
minimum subvention was required from the Government to keep the dispensaries going.

So it was that the first CPD was opened on First Street (% - #) in Sai Ying Pun (& § %),
followed by others in both of the Hong Kong Island and Kowloon Peninsula, which were all under
the auspices of the Chinese Public Dispensary Committee chaired by the Registrar General, with
Dr. Ho Kai as vice chair. Ts’o was appointed to fill up the Vice-Chairman vacancy after Ho Kai
passed away in 1914.

Through the CPD system, the licentiates were able to provide valuable medical outpatient
services to the Chinese population residing in their immediate surrounding district. Serious
cases were transported to hospital by ambulance, and deaths were certified, with the bodies
transferred to the public mortuaries. The CPD in Sai Ying Pun, known as West Point Chinese
Public Dispensary (& % & 4 = = %5 B)(F 52 %5 #1) was rebuilt in 1909 on Third Street (% =
#) (see photo on Page 17), and was distinguished by the fact that it had a small district plague
hospital on the first floor, while the dispensary occupied the ground floor. This building is now
still standing, being used as The Conservancy Association Centre for Heritage (£ %4+~ i* +
Tihe o).

From 1911 until 1941, Ts’o was elected to serve as the Chairman of the Board of Directors,
West Point Chinese Public Dispensary---a government-subvented non-governmental
organization. When a patient was brought into the dispensary with suspected plague, the
attendant doctor would be asked to examine the patient and, if the diagnosis was confirmed, to
admit these patients to the hospital under their care, without the need for transferring them to
the special plague hospitals in Kennedy Town (% £ # 33). This was one of the innovative
measures started by Hong Kong Governor Sir Henry Arthur Blake (% & 3.4 " # & 1) to
address the problem of ‘dumping’ of dead bodies or of serious ill patients on the streets, which
was much too common. It also had the effect of encouraging family and friends to bring the sick
to be seen and cared for in a facility that was close by, where they could visit, without the stigma
or terror conjured up by admission to the special plague hospitals outside the city areas.
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The CPDs also served as centers for promoting public health, for providing maternity and
child health services, including vaccinations for children, as well as registration of births. There
were also personnel engaged specially to provide public education in health matters to the
Chinese. All these activities were making inroads into generating trust and familiarity with
Western medicine and public health measures among the local population, including most
importantly, its womenfolk.

Tsan Tuk Hospital

Having a Chinese doctor and Western-trained Chinese midwives at the dispensaries
undoubtedly was a key asset in this aspect. The Western-trained midwives who were providing
a domiciliary maternity service, back up by the Chinese doctors at the CPD, were able to
demonstrate convincingly to the womenfolk how their ability and skills could assist them not
only in childbirth but also in bringing up their babies and children with a lower mortality and
with better health. The start of the maternity hospitals attached to the CPDs allowed for training
of more midwives as well as giving a safe place for the mothers to give birth when domiciliary
deliveries were not feasible.

In the decade of the 1920’s the maternity services provided by Government midwives
stationed at the CPDs proved so popular that it was deemed necessary to add a maternity hospital
to some of them, at first at the Eastern CPD at Stone Nullah Lane ( % -k & %) in Wanchai (;% 7 ),
and later in 1922, to the West Point Chinese Public Dispensary (the hospital came to be known
as the Tsan Yuk Hospital), thus expanding their sphere of service.

Tsan Yuk Hospital (§ 7+ ¥ F) was originally located at the cross-section of Western Street
(& % %) and Third Street in Hong Kong’s Sai Ying Pun District. The land on which the Hospital
was built was donated by the Government and the HK$94,000 construction fee was donated by
Mr. H. M. H. Nemazee, Sai Ying Pun Kai Fong Association (& § % #3 ¢ ), the Fishmongers’
Guild (4 F=7 ¢ ), and Fruit and Vegetable Sellers’ Guild (i % &~ 7 = ¢ ). The 30 beds plus
HK$50,000 Endowment Fund were donated by Tung Wah Hospital (% :‘f%ﬁ f), another non-
governmental charity hospital located in neighbouring Sheung Wan District (_+ 7).

The Hospital was opened by the London Missionary Society, of England, on 17 October 1922.
It was originally opened as a maternity hospital, with the intention to meet society’s increasing
demand for neonatal services, including the training of midwives and obstetricians. The London
Missionary Society recruited the first foreign female doctor in Hong Kong, Dr. Alice D. Hickling
(%ri= 14 “?55 4 ), and appointed her as the director of Tsan Yuk. In her development of obstetric
services, she quickly recognized the abundance of women eager to become professional
midwives in Hong Kong, and had the notion to provide such training through the hospital. She
suggested this to Ts’o Seen-Wan, Chairman of the West Point Chinese Public Dispensary and
Vice Chairman of the Chinese Public Dispensary Committee. Ts’o supported her proposal to
help the establishment, and served as the Hospital Supervisor until 1953.

Its first building (see photo on Page 18) was a simple three-storey structure in Western
Street, in the heart of Hong Kong’s poorest district. With 1,100 SqM in area, the British-colonial-
style building comprised a three-storey hospital block with a basement, a two-storey staff
quarters with annex and a one-storey servant quarters. Though it had only 30 beds it recorded
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436 patients in its first year. Dr. Alice D. Hickling gave inspired leadership. She made Tsan Yuk
to become the leading teaching institution for nurses and midwives, as well as for the Hong Kong
University medical faculty from 1927. It has since attracted most of Hong Kong’s leading
obstetricians who were either trained there or served in senior clinical or academic positions.
Tsan Yuk Hospital has been regarded as one of the leading institutions in Asia.
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SERVICE Above Self

BT G2 foped A7~ (£ 7 £) (1930 # #)

The Kai Tak Bund residences and the Kai Tak Aerodrome (front right) (1930’s)

13


https://www.google.com.hk/url?sa=i&url=https://zh-cn.facebook.com/MeckSouthRotary/photos/rotarys-motto-is-service-above-selfif-serving-the-world-is-a-passion-in-you-then/2067822886564660/&psig=AOvVaw26ELkBuZ8MgrLK561Y_eg9&ust=1590770476431000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKj08_z_1ukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/348114246190246453/&psig=AOvVaw2Nk4sgRrBvbt5_IRDG2VjE&ust=1591100040470000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJioyN3L4OkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD

1912 # 14 X B FG# (F8454)

St. John’s Hall, Hong Kong University (1912) (Boys’ Hostel)
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1913 # H15 5+ EF5% (§5454)

Morrison Hall, Hong Kong University (1913) (Boys’ Hostel)
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The School House of St. Stephen’s College opened on 25 March 1930.
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The original front gate of Munsang College

E30]935 £ ol T F

The Confucius Hall built in 1935
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231909 & o5 i EA 2N F

The West Point Chinese Public Dispensary built in 1909

1906 # 7 v F i Ho Miu Ling Hospital built in 1906
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The original Tsan Yuk Hospital built in 1922
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1917 & irog 6 1 § ERIF — L F (1914-1920) ~ #FEE (1920-1959) L g F v+ T ¥ L

%
Hong Kong Police Reserve Unit in 1917 ---Ts’0 Seen Wan was the Honorary Commissioner (1920-1939)

194] # § B F ERIFA2MER — TFF L FHERGE G RE T L
Group photo of the Hong Kong Police Reserve in 1941
Front central sitting (non-uniformed) was Ts’o Tsun-On, J.P., Honourary Commissioner
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Property of Special Collections, University of Washington LUbranes. Photo Coll 8

BEAL A g [9]12# 370 1] P EFEFLAE T 7 -
The University of Hong Kong Main Building was officially opened on 11 March 1912,

BFEEL 1924 £ 1937 AEEFESERE T3 1930 1932 # R $EE B ERBGALLIEALEL -

Sir William Woodward Hornell was the Hong Kong University Vice-Chancellor in 1924-1937, and who was the
Charter President of the Rotary Club of Hong Kong in 1930-1932.
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