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Paul P. Harris visited Shanghai and Hong Kong in 1935 

By Herbert K. Lau (劉敬恒) (Rotary China Historian) 

23 February 2015 

  

 

Paul P. Harris greeted Dr. Fong Foo-Sec (鄺富灼博士) of Shanghai Rotary Club, China, at the 25th Rotary  

International Convention, 25-29 June 1934, Detroit, Michigan, U.S.A.  Fong was the Club President in 1931-1932.   

Though had not the chance to serve as a district governor, he was appointed by R.I. a director in 1933-1934, 

concurrently the China’s representative to participate in the Inaugural Council on Legislation of R. I. in 1934.  

   

“Rotary has satisfactorily demonstrated the fact that friendship can easily hurdle national and 

religious boundary lines.”         ~~ Paul P. Harris, Founder, 1935  

  

  

FEBRUARY is the anniversary month of Rotary.  The February in 1935 was the 30th Anniversary 

which was very remarkable to the 2 Rotary clubs in Shanghai and Hong Kong, respectively, because 

they had the visits of the most distinguished guests: Rotary International President Emeritus Paul 

P. Harris and Mrs. Harris, together with President 1934-1935 “Bob” Robert L. Hill and Mrs. Hill.  

Bob was the Alumni Director of the University of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri, U.S.A.  However, 

these 2 oriental cities were not their final destinations, but were 2 stopovers of their journey to attend 

the 5th Pacific Regional Conference held in Manila of The Philippines.  Originally, Shanghai was the 

designated host city elected at the 4th Conference in Honolulu, Hawaii, 1932.  But the host club was 

later changed to Manila, perhaps, due to the political and social environment was not so favourable 

then in Shanghai.                                                                                      
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The Voyage  
The voyage of the two couples was on board the ocean liner “President Coolidge” sailing along 

this sea route: (United States) San Francisco == (Hawaii) Honolulu == (Japan) Yokohama--Tokyo-

Kyoto--Osaka—Kobe == (China) Shanghai == British Crown Colony Hong Kong == (The Philippines) 

Manila.  

Following the January 1935 Board Meeting of Rotary International in Chicago, President Hill 

returned to Columbia from whence he and Mrs. Hill departed on January 22.  They visited Rotary 

clubs en-route.  At San Francisco they had a tremendously fine meeting of some 1,500 to 1,800 

persons present.  Bob met Governor George W. Olinger of the 7th District and Mrs. Olinger, Director 

Tsunejiro Miyaoka (宮岡恒次郎), Rotarian and Mrs. Ralph F. Walker of Chicago, and all en-route to 

Manila.  Bob also had the pleasure of having the company from San Francisco to Manila of President 

Emeritus Paul P. Harris and Mrs. Harris who were en-route to attend the Rotary Conference in 

Australia and to visit clubs there and also in New Zealand.  

On board the“President Coolidge”they met George A. Fitch (費吳生), President 1930-1931 of  

Shanghai Rotary Club (上海扶輪社), who was accompanied by his wife Geraldine and two sons.  

George gave the world leaders an insight into Rotary activities in China.  Bob and Paul held many 

conferences with George between San Francisco and Shanghai.    

For seventeen days of the sailing, they had the roughest sort of sea and weather and it was said 

by the captain to be the roughest Pacific crossing in all of his sea-faring experience.  The first call 

was at Honolulu, Hawaii.  Honolulu Rotary Club President Rev. Edward Tanner Brown, Rotarian 

George Armitage, and others greeted the guests who were practically showered and smothered with 

leis, all made of the most beautiful flowers of the Hawaiian Islands.  

 
  

1935 – A-lo-ha!  Welcome at Honolulu, Hawaii --- (L-R)  #1. Mrs. Jane Harris; #2. Paul P. Harris; #6. Mrs. Hill;  

#8. President Robert L. Hill; #5. (back roll) George Ashmore Fitch with his 2 sons standing at the front  
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After a typical Hawaiian dinner with typical Hawaiian food, music and dancing, i.e. “hula” 

dancing, hosted by the Honolulu Rotarians, the next day they visited the Governor of Honolulu and 

paid courtesy calls to prominent officials of the Hawaiian Islands.  Then they sailed for Yokohama, 

Japan, where the arrival on February 9 – a full day late, due to encountering typhoon, hurricane.   

Accompanying from Honolulu were also two fine Rotarians of that Club, Charles R. Frazier and Rev.  

John P. Erdman, who stayed all the way through the Manila Conference.  

Upon arrival in Yokohama, the group were met by Everett Frazar of the Tokyo Club, Shun 

Mizushima (水島俊), and others.  The group had morning tea with the Yokohama Rotary Club, then 

went by rail to Tokyo, spent the day there.  In Tokyo, Paul planted a Tree of Friendship in the garden 

of the Imperial Hotel.  The next day, the group went by rail and motor to visit clubs in Kyoto, Osaka 

and Kobe and in each place they enjoyed an inter-city meeting.  

  

In Shanghai  
The schedule was to sail from Shanghai on 12 February 1935, but on account of the rough 

weather the steamer was one day late.  This did not alter the arrangements previously made by the 

Shanghai Rotary Club in giving a wonderful dinner reception at the Astor House Hotel (禮查飯店) 

to all the Rotary delegates, men and women, passing through Shanghai---18 from the United States 

and Hawaii; 16 from Japan; 4 from Hangchow (杭州); 4 from Nanking (南京); 1 from Peiping (北平); 

2 from Tientsin (天津); 1 from Tsinan (濟南); and 1 from Tsingtao (青島).    

All guests had a great evening in Shanghai where they were greeted by the 2 Rotary International 

Honorary Commissioners for China, Hong Kong & The Philippines --“Peter”Ernest F. Harris and 

Dr. Chengting T. Wang (王正廷博士).  There was also Past R.I. Director Dr. Fong Foo-Sec (鄺富灼博

士).  All three gentlemen were from Shanghai Rotary Club of whom Club President Percy Chu (朱博

泉) was accompanying.  

Regular luncheon meeting at the Metropole Hotel (都城飯店) was held on the next day noon so 

as to give the Rotarians of the China clubs an opportunity to get acquainted with the Founder of 

Rotary, Paul Harris, and the President of Rotary International, Robert Hill.  The meeting was 

conducted by President Percy Chu.  Both Paul and Bob gave some very impressive speeches.  The 

meeting was well attended.  In addition to the Shanghai Rotarians with multi-nationalities 

represented, there was a great number of visiting Rotarians and their families.  

Before the luncheon meeting, all were invited to the Kiaochow Road Park (膠州路公園) where a 

Friendship Tree was planted by Paul Harris in the presence of Honorary Rotarian Harry Edward 

Arnhold, Chairman of the Shanghai Municipal Council (上海公共租界工部局), as well as many 

distinguished residents of Shanghai International Settlement.  In fact, Paul Harris planted a lot of 

trees on his trip.  He made the planting of a tree a Rotary custom.  He had set out “Trees of Friendship” 

all over the world.  These “friendship trees” on the global continents would stand for decades and 

speak with living tongues of peace on earth, goodwill to men.    
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Today, the Kiaochow Road (膠州路) was already renamed as Changping Road (昌平路), and the 

Park was already transformed into Shanghai Federation of Trade Unions Jing’an District Workers’ 

Stadium, No. 888 Changping Road ( 昌平路 888 號，上海市總工會靜安區工人體育館 ).   

Unfortunately, the tree planted by Paul Harris was no longer survived.  (REMARKS:  In his 

memoir, Paul Harris mentioned that he planted a tree in “Gordon Park”.  That was a “mistake” in 

his memory because there had never been a park or garden in Shanghai named “Gordon”.)  

  
February 1935 in Shanghai -- Group photo after the Friendship Tree Planting by Paul Harris (L-R) 

Harry Edward Arnhold (Chairman of the Shanghai Municipal Counci)l; Mrs. Jean T. Harris; Rotary’s  

Founder Paul P. Harris; Percy Chu 朱博泉 (Shanghai Rotary Club President 1934-1935); Ernest F. Harris (R.I.  

Honorary Commissioner for China, Hong Kong, Philippines 1933-1935; Shanghai Rotary Club President 1932-1933)   

  

In Hong Kong  
Fourteen Shanghai Rotarians joined the delegates of the China clubs, and then all departed 

Shanghai in the afternoon of 13 February 1935.  On board the steamer “President Coolidge”, there 

were about fourteen members from the United States and Honolulu besides Founder Paul Harris 

and President Bob Hill and their wives, and about sixteen members from the Japan clubs.    

From Shanghai to Hong Kong, the weather was marvelous and the sea was very calm.  Every 

passenger on board the steamer was naturally a good sailor.  Deck games, Mah-jong, dances, movies, 

tea and cocktail parties were in full swing both day and night.  Everybody was having a wonderful 

time.  

When reached Hong Kong, they picked up five Rotarians from the Amoy (廈門) Club, five from 

Canton (廣州), one from Foochow (福州), and eight from Hong Kong (香港), making a total of forty-

six members and their families from all the China clubs.  Out of the twelve clubs in China with the 
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exception of the Hankow (漢口) Club, eleven clubs were represented at the 5th Pacific Regional 

Conference, which included was an excellent record.  

When in Hong Kong, a special program was prepared by the Hong Kong Rotary Club (香港扶輪 

社) for the delegates.  They were taken for a ride around the Island and wound up with a tea party at 

The Hong Kong Hotel (香港大酒店), where Founder Paul Harris and President Bob Hill again 

addressed Rotarians and guests.  On the other hand, both Paul and Bob garnered much helpful 

information relative to Rotary in Hong Kong.    

The steamer left Hong Kong at 9 p.m. on 15 February 1935.  Paul and Bob were accompanied by 

representatives of every club in China and Hong Kong, with one exception.  In the morning of 

February 16 at ten o’clock, Rotarians of the China clubs met President Bob Hill informally in the 

writing room of the “President Coolidge” to discuss certain problems confronting the China clubs.  

The agenda was prepared by Honorary Commissioner “Peter” Harris from replies received to a 

previous questionnaire sent out by him, containing the following items: club dues, classification, 

translation of Rotary literature into Chinese and possible appointment of a District Governor.  Every 

item was thoroughly discussed by the members with President Bob, who in closing the interview with 

a most sympathetic and inspiring talk hinted that no hard and fast rule was attached to the 

classification list, and that some elasticity was permissible to meet particular cases.   With regard to 

the appointment of a District Governor, Bob emphasized that the only logical outcome of the position 

was the formation of a District, and surely the time had arrived to study seriously this question in the 

light of the progress wished for and expected of the clubs in this part of the world.  This proposal was 

brought back to Chicago.  In the first Board Meeting of Rotary International 1935-1936, it was 

resolved that the 15 clubs located in 3 countries: The Republic of China, the British Crown Colony 

Hong Kong, and The Philippine Islands (United States Protectorate) would be granted to form a new 

district---the 81st District with effect from 1 October 1935.  Dr. Chengting T. Wang (Career Diplomat) 

was elected the first Governor.  
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Aerial view of the Hong Kong Central District at the Victoria Harbour Front -- 1935 

The huge tallest building (lower left) was The Hong Kong & Shanghai Bank (香港上海滙豐銀行) 

 

 

Shanghai International Settlement as in 1935 
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