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American Bureau for Medical Aid to China—China Committee




ABMAC China Committee, Chungking. Back Row, from left: Dr. Berislav Borcic,
Dr. James K. Shen (7% i 2£), Dr. C. K. Chu, Mrs. Eleanor Brown, Dr. Hsu Su-en. Front row,
from left: Dr. Sah Pen-tung, Lt. Gen. Robert K. S. Lim (4#++ %), Dr. Han Li-wu, Dr. P. Z. King
(Chin Pao-Shan), Dr. J. Heng Liu (%133 12).

ABMAC = American Bureau for Medical Aid to China was founded in November 1937 during
the Japanese invasion of China Mainland. The co-founders were Dr. Farn B. Chu, Dr. Frank
Co Tui, and Mr. Joseph Wei. It was the first American organization to respond to the health
needs of China and the embattled Chinese people at that critical time. Through ABMAC’s
services, Americans and Chinese in many parts of the United States supplied China with
millions of dollar worth of medical and hospital supplies and medical equipment. Towards
the end of the War, ABMAC started to help China’s medical advancement by developing a
Fellowship Training Program that has later been proven to have a very significant influence
on China's medical development. Until 1949, ABMAC had not only invited U.S. medical and
nursing specialists to guide China’s health care education and public health, but also
supported sending China’s medical and nursing professionals to the United States, for
advanced education or training. Most of these trainees, after returning to China, became
pioneers and authorities in the post-war medical development in China. When the Republic

of China government moved to Taiwan in 1949, ABMAC terminated its mainland operations.

ES J;E]-Tgﬁ #4 5 ¢ (ABMAC) (American Bureau for Medical Aid to China) » = =+ 1937
110 > d FfAY FARSERENRFT T R FIR0 42 HRNIRENT FES
°3%¢ 1 " 43 3 + HumanityaboveAll | 5 7 if > EEF § E4 2 F R FA Lt 45
#é%!é .iz KT ¥ BB A R AME T e gki,}u,l]tﬁ,,ﬂfng%‘f]rm?( B2k
s LEFE <<F§'iz % 4 ) dF $fc F 7 s+ L (Pearl Sydenstricker Buck)# 8 (# %2 %) #
ﬂ'.vi'%? CRPpE R RIR T ST o

ABMAC # # i vs » 4 L EHFWFRF 7T 52 S ABMACH Fenhfei & 567
Bt F g2 B RadE Rl R E A L EREARTE AL c LR HL S SR
SEE R AR kP ERAF S AL e ABMAC i B 2 FHED RS R fhet B
EAA T o B 13T #F 2 A g g2 WG 8,900 F 2 -2, T40 mHEH A
B ~3,700 b ALz 575 gk d o S48 R { BT @ RAFE AR H Ao 20 Rk
gyt R BEE L MR eF B IfE 2 LA ARl BT e S ORI 2 R
M AR B wIRNF %5«%1’%""\; CABMAC RIS 2 BB RP$ B o L oh s RB B T4
& (Columbia University) ¥ % J & % 7_Dr. John Scudder ** 1943 & #224 ABMAC % # %9
BIA 2 B2 R4 R 01949 & 50 0 B s R 2 %0 ABMAC b § - RS E T
BUB LA TR A - 2 ER o



¢ '; World Health
(&89 Organization

1946 & R i < ¢ oY B R %

China’s Proposal at the International Health Conference 1946

James Kofei Shen (74 7. #2£), M.D., F.I.C.S. (Republic of China)

The Chinese Government presents through its delegation greetings to the International
Health Conference, and desires to express its high hopes for the success of the Conference
and the early establishment of the World Health Organization.

International health cooperation has always been a matter of special interest and
concern to China. With the establishment of the United Nations we saw the opportunity to
create a single world health organization in close relationship with it and other allied agencies.
China was indeed happy, therefore, to be associated with Brazil in proposing at the San
Francisco Conference the first steps towards such a world health organization. Since then
it has been the privilege of China to follow through on this initial action by introducing at the
first session of the Economic and Social Council in London the resolution of February 15,
1946, which resulted in the convening of this Conference.

The Technical Preparatory Committee has labored conscientiously and ably in drawing
up a draft constitution for the World Health Organization. We have given to this draft
constitution much study and thought, and it is the opinion of our Government that it is a
creditable piece of work, which can well serve as a suitable basis for discussion at this
Conference. ~Mr. President, we feel that the members of the Technical Preparatory
Committee are to be congratulated, and should receive from us all a hearty vote of thanks for
the work.

Our delegation has been granted plenipotentiary powers by our Government. We shall
participate in the deliberations and discussions with an open mind and in a spirit of
cooperation and mutual assistance. We shall endeavor, to the best of our ability, to facilitate
general agreement, to the end that the World Health Organization may be speedily and firmly
established.

We may perhaps be permitted to observe that no international organization has been

perfect at its birth. The World Health Organization will prove no exception. But, let us
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have one as nearly perfect as we can make it under present circumstances, and above all on

supported by all. Perfection will be approached as experience accrues and further

agreement is obtained.

Chinese Proposals on the W.H.O. Constitution

Now, let me express the views of the Chinese Delegation on some of the more important

points of the Draft Constitution:

1.

We are of the opinion that membership in the World Health Organization should be open
to all nations---members as well as non-members of the United Nations. Some provision
should also be made for the fullest possible participation of trust territories, protectorates,
colonies and other territories which are not eligible as States for separate membership in
the United Nations but which possess their own separate health administrations, and
whose territories and populations are large enough to warrant special representation.

Perhaps some restricted form of membership, which we might call Associate Membership,

might be created for such units.

We are all of the opinion that regional arrangements, including the setting up of regional

committees and offices, are not necessary, but should find an important place in the

structure of the W.H.O. We feel that the two alternative views, embodied within a single
formula, and towards such we shall bend all our efforts of conciliation.

Concerning the Far East, in which China is especially interested, we would like to make

the following observations:

(a) Conditions in the Far East have certain peculiarities, not the least of which is the fact
that the population of that area constitutes one-half of all the people of the world.
Such factors demand special recognition. We therefore attach prime importance to
the principle of balanced geographical representation with due consideration of the
interests of the Far East at all time.

(b) The term “Far East”, as generally used, has come to cover the two continents of Asia
and Australasia. We recognize the fact that the standards of living and health
conditions of these two continents are sufficiently different to warrant possible
separation of these continents in the consideration of regional arrangements in the Far
East. We would therefore welcome making with our colleagues from Asia and
Australasia a careful study of this possibility.

(c) Many of the areas in Asia may be regarded as among the less developed in terms of
health and sanitation. It would be most appropriate for the World Health

Organization to make it one of its chief concerns to extend technical assistance to these



areas in order to raise their standards as quickly as possible to a level comparable to
that of the rest of the world.

4. We lay special emphasis on the importance of setting up immediately an Interim
Commission in a form which will permit it, without delay, to take over the functions of
other existing international health bodies, to negotiate the transformation of existing
regional health organizations into parts of the World Health Organization as well as to
prepare the necessary agreement with the United Nations.

5. We also attach great importance to the choice of an outstanding health administrator as
the first Director-General. We feel that the success of the World Health Organization
may well hinge on the selection of the right man.

6. The question of the permanent site of the Headquarters deserves our -careful
consideration. We are open-minded on this point, but if the Conference decides to
postpone the final decision, we feel the choice of New York City, already the seat of the

United Nations, as a provisional headquarters would be the most practicable one.

AREFR (2) EZP FAFAZBFAAE o DF 196 E 6 LB L g EFE A g
Professor James K. Shen, M.D., (left) served as the chief delegate of the Republic of China attending the

preparatory and inaugural meeting of the United Nations World Health Organization in June 1946.

SERVICE



Ehe New York Times

Cut Birth Rate to Lower War Risk, U.N. Health Parley Observer Urges;
Trans-Jordan Expert Holds World Is Too Small for Swelling Population
--—- Parran Is Named President by Acclamation

By C. Brooks Peters / June 21, 1946

Control of the birth rate is as important to the maintenance of international peace as
control of the atomic bomb, Dr. Djamil Pasha Tutunji, Trans-Jordan observer to the
International Health Conference, suggested to that body yesterday. In a general discussion
of the aims and objectives of the future world health organization Dr. Tutunji advocated the
inclusion of birth control as one objective. Advances in the fields of public health and
medicine, he stated, inevitably will lead to overpopulation in fifty to 100 years in the absence
of a birth-control program. Overpopulation, he added, inevitably leads to war.

At the second meeting of the conference, held in the Henry Hudson Hotel in New York,
Dr. Thomas C. Parran, Surgeon General of the United States Public Health Service and chief
United States delegate, was elected president by acclamation. In his address of acceptance
Dr. Parran recalled that this was the first international conference called by the United
Nations. He stressed the non-political nature of health and medical collaboration by saying:
“We know that international co- operation in our field-the field of health-works successfully.
We have worked together in friendship and mutual respect---on world-wide and on regional
bases through at least four decades. Our cooperation has weathered the storm of wars.

“It is now our task not to initiate international cooperation in the field of health but to
spear-head new and expanded spheres of cooperative action; to explore new territory which
the nations of the world can accept as added bases for lasting peace. Our success in this
respect may then be emulated in other fields. This is a task which challenges our
imagination and will tax our wisdom during the succeeding days. It is a task we approach
with confidence.”

Inclusive Membership Urged Pointing out that the “over-all problem of international
team work for peace seems difficult at the moment,” Dr. Parran expressed the view that “there
are parts of the whole which can be separated and analyzed and for which sound bases for
agreement can be found” and that health was one of these parts. After the election of the
president, the meeting turned to a general discussion of the preamble, aims and functions of
a world health organization, as formulated for the conference's consideration by the technical
preparatory committee that met in Paris this spring.
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The Chinese delegate, Dr. James Kofei Shen, recommended that the world organization
be open to all nations of the world, whether or not members of the United Nations. This
would include Spain, which was not invited to attend the conference. “The fullest possible
participation of trust territories, protectorates, colonies and other territories” not yet eligible
as States for separate membership in the United Nations, but that possess their own separate
health administrations and whose territories and population are large enough to warrant
special representation also was recommended by Dr. Shen. Many areas of Asia, Dr. Shen
declared, may be regarded as among the less developed in terms of health and sanitation.

“It would be most appropriate,” he added, “for the World Health Organization to make
it one of its chief concerns to extend technical assistance to these areas in order to raise their
standards as quickly as possible to a level comparable to that of the rest of the world.” Iran
has forbidden growth of the opium-producing poppy excepting where controlled and for
medical purposes, Dr. Ghassem Ghani, told the conference. She has done so, although it
affects adversely her economy in a period in which that economy is suffering from the effects
of war because of the international desire to control traffic in opium. Social Security
discussed the most sensational speech of the day, however, was that of the delegate from the
Hashimite Kingdom of Trans-Jordan.

“War is due to the over-congestion of the world population,” Dr. Tutunji told the
delegates. The surface area of the world is limited. The medical profession and health
organizations are unconsciously contributing to this congestion by suppressing epidemics,
increasing birth rates, and decreasing general and infantile death rates. “To control
overpopulation we must control natural increase by limiting the birth rate,” Dr. Tutunji
concluded. In another fifty to 100 years, he said, “The world would be too small for its
population and war would be inevitable no matter how wise politicians may be or how scaring
the atomic bomb or any other future weapon of destruction may appear. As physicians, we
have to diagnose war etiologically and treat it accordingly. The control of the birth rate is as
important as the control of the atomic bomb.”

The controversial issue of social security came in for considerable discussion yesterday.
But, as with all the other discussions, representatives expressed merely general views.
These will be considered in detail in committee meetings, which will begin sessions at Hunter
College on Monday. Hunger and starvation will be the major health problems confronting
the world for at least the next year, Dr. Parran said at the press conference that met after
adjournment of the afternoon conference session. “Malaria is the greatest long-term evil
plaguing the international community,” Dr. Parran said. “Next in order come tuberculosis,
particularly in the areas devastated by the war, and venereal dis- eases,” he added.

At today’s session, the conference will elect four vice presidents. Vote on these offices
was postponed because seven of the delegations, including the Russian, have not yet arrived
but are reported en-route.
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19 June-22 July 1946 — Republic of China’s delegation attending the International Health Conference.
Chief Delegate Dr. James Kofei Shen is the fourth from the right.

Delegates--Dr. James Kofei Shen, Deputy Director-General, National Health Administration, Nanking; Dr.
L. Chin Yuan, Director, Institute of Epidemiology, National Institute of Health, Nanking; Dr. Szeming Sze,
Senior Technical Expert of the National Health Administration of China, Chinese Embassy, Washington
D.C.; Advisers--Dr. Shao-Hwa Tan; Dr. Lan-Sung Woo, Secretary-General, Chinese Red Cross; Dr. Robert
T. Huang; Technical Expert--Dr. Chang-Yui Shu, Special Member, National Health Administration,
Nanking; Secretary-General--Mr. Tswen-Ling Tsui, First Secretary, Chinese Embassy, Washington D.C.;
Deputy Secretary-General--Mr. George Y. L. Wu, Consul, Consulate-General, New York City; Secretaries--
Mr. Allen Lau; Mrs. Min-Hsien Yang Kiang; Miss E. Irene McMullen
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James Kofei Shen signed the Constitution of the World Health Organization
on behalf of the Republic of China.
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