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In the June 1947 Issue of ( The Rotarian ) magazine, there was an article ( Confucius’
Dream...and Rotary’s) written by Paul H. Hsu, President 1946-1947 of Kunming Rotary Club (% f? 3*
At R AL £ 1946-1947), in capital city of Yunnan Province. How could the Rotary Spirit be related

to the philosophy of China’s ancient Great Teacher Confucius of few thousand years ago? For the
readers’ easy reference, the said article is reprinted herewith on Page 3.

Hsu Pei-Hwang (aka Paul H. Hsu) (# % ) (Class of 1914, Chemistry, MIT) had been a Chinese
government official who took different positions in the Republic of China (® # % &).

Hsu was born in Wu Xian (Suzhou), Kiangsu (Jiangsu) Province, Ch’ing Empire (= 7 B/ # 4 =
%%), in 1888. He received his early education under private tutors, followed by finished in 1909 the
study at the Preparatory School of the Shanghai Industrial College, Ministry of Posts & Telegraphs (£~
@it s 3 %9 £5 %) (forerunner of Shanghai Jiao Tong University * /= 2 i& ~ & % £ ). Hsu went
to the United States for further study which was sponsored by the Boxer Indemnity Fund. In 1910 he
graduated with honors from Williston Seminary, Easthampton, Massachusetts. Later he graduated
from Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), Boston, with a Bachelor of Science degree in 1914.
He then took advanced courses in Chemistry and Chemical Engineering at MIT from 1914 to 1916,
concurrently he served as an assistant in the Chemistry Department. Between 1916 and 1918 he was a
research chemist with the Larkin Company, Buffalo. From 1918 to 1920 he served as a chemical
engineer with the Procter & Gamble Company, Ivorydale, Ohio; from 1920 to 1921 a research chemist
with Miner Laboratories, Chicago.

Hsu returned to the Republic of China (* # = F]) as a consulting chemist and chemical engineer,
and served as a superintendent of the International Soap and Drug Works, Shanghai (* /& 7 ¢ & j
1 #% %), during 1921-1923. He was considered the best soap and oil expert then in China.



From 1923- to 1927, Hsu worked as a professor and dean of the Middle School of Nanyang
University, Ministry of Communications (2 i€ % & % < & g & ¢ 4 ) (the forerunner of today’s
Shanghai Nanyang Model High School t /5 & 44 ¢ ).

When the Nationalist Revolutionary Army launched the north campaign in 1927, Hsu joined the
political world. From February to May 1927 he was appointed Secretary-General, Shanghai Branch of
the Central Political Council. When the Branch Political Council was dissolved in May 1927, he was
appointed Chief of Division, the City Government of Greater Shanghai (* /% # s /-4 %) and
concurrently, Director of Native Products Museum and Director of the Municipal Industrial Testing
and Research Laboratory (1927-1928).

Hsu was promoted to a counsellor of Mayor’s office in 1928. Between 1929 and 1930 he served as
a senior counsellor. He was ordered to take charge of the Bureau of Education (} /7% %% /& & &) in
October 1930. From 1929 to 1930 Hsu took up the post of the President of Technology Club of China
(" W% ¢ ¢ £). From 1930 he became the President of the Nanyang Alumni Association (= ¥ &

LEgE)

Also, Hsu served as a chairman of delegation of the Chinese Engineering Society to the World
Power Conference and the World Engineering Congress in Tokyo, Japan, in 1930. The same year he
became a member of the National Congress of Commerce and Industries. Later he was a member of
the Civic Center Construction Commission, City Government of Greater Shanghai. Then he was known
as a commissioner of Public Utilities of Shanghai (+ /275 =% 5 & £).

When serving as the Commissioner of Public Utilities of Shanghai, as a member of the Construction
Committee of the downtown area, Hsu’s first attempt was to pave the tramway network across the city
but was not realized. He left behind a book written in Chinese -+ # % /4% 2% § ¥2 ;%) (1937)
(Evolution of Public Utilities in Shanghai in the Past 10 Years).

Three times Hsu was appointed the President of the Chinese Engineering Society (¥ % /25 ¢ ¢
+). Between 1931 and 1933 he resumed his office as a Director of the Chinese Institute of Engineers
(" W42 ¢ 2% ). From 1931 Hsu acted as the President of the Shanghai Branch of the Chinese
Institute of Engineers (¥ W1 f2fF 5 ¢ + /24~ ¢ ¢ £). In 1934 Hsu was elected President of the
Chinese Institute of Engineers (¢ ® 1 #2(F 5 ¢ ¢ £).

During the Anti-Japanese War (1937-1945), Hsu moved to Kunming of Yunnan Province (£ %
.. # ), and began his industrial operation as director of a chemical materials plant as well as Yu Tien
Phosphate Fertilizer Plant (45 /E#%*® §: B % ). He joined the Rotary Club there and later served as
Kunming Rotary Club President in 1946-1947.

E

After the establishment of the People’s Republic of China (® # 4 % % 4= &) in October 1949, Hsu
served as deputy chief engineer of Light Industry Bureau (% f # #£1 ¥ £ & %%,1 427 ), Kunming; Vice-
chairman of the Industry & Commerce Federation of Yunnan (£ % 4 1 # ¥ % & ¢ #2124 );
Deputy of Yunnan Provincial People’s Congress, Sessions 1-3; Deputy of Kunming People’s Congress
and Member of China People’s Political Consultative Conference, Sessions 1-5. Hsu was retired in 1966
back to his birth place Suzhou (# +') and died in 1973.
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Confucius’ Dream ... and Rotary’s

By Paul H. Hsu

President, Rotary Club of Kunming. China

tONF‘UCIUS said that within
the four seas we are all brethren.
He planted in the minds of the
Chinese people thousands of years
ago the great ideal of world fel-
lowship. Our late leader Dr. Sun
Yat-sen again predicted a world
utopia in advocating a Chinese
democracy along the lines of
Three People’s Principles. So the
spirit of international codperation
such as the United Nations and
the United Nations Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organiza-
tion (UNESCO) is not at all new
to the Chinese people, and is
deeply rooted in Chinese history.

But the world is not so rosy as
our forebears thought. Despite the
fact that many nations in the past
half a century suffered two minor

and two major wars, every one of

them seemed to be fought on an
increasing scale in manpower,
magnitude, duration, and new
weapons. The Sino-Japanese War
brought Japan into ascendency
with further aspirations, leading
to the Russo-Japanese struggle,
which again gave the Japanese
more imperialistic outlooks and
which became a detonator of
World War II. World War I gave
both the defeated and the vic-
torious nations a new angle of
heretofore-unheard-of political ex-
periments and a new set of bal-
ance of power resulting in a ter-
rible conflagration. If another
war should ever come, it would
produce such devastation that
only God knows.

Let us ask ourselves, then,
what is the underlying cause of
wars among nations? The open-
ing sentences of the Preamble of
UNESCO ably say that it is due
partly to the ignorance of each
other’s ways and lives resulting
in suspicion and mistrust between
the peoples of the world which
too often have all ended in war,
and partly due to political “propa-
ganda . . . through ignorance and
prejudice, of the doctrine of the
inequality of men and races.” The

Jung, 1947

If the friendlier world both envision is to be,
then men of faith and goodwill must pioneer it.

old method of making peace based
exclusively upon the political and
economic arrangements of Gov-
ernments would not cure the evil
of mankind in fighting another
battle, and pressure of force alone
would deter but not eradicate the
ambitions of war lords.

But a war lord, no matter
whether he is from the Kast or
the West, cannot wage a total
war without his peoples. Here
lies our hope of preventing future
conflicts.

To my mind, all human beings
of this world in their inner souls
are the same. All have a big
heart, love for righteousness and
justice, and an understanding of
right and wrong. It is due to the
differences in geographies, histo-
ries, resources, and social and eco-
nomic orders of the different peo-
ples that distinct groups form the
different nationalities. On the sur-
face, they differ in many respects,
but in fact they have much in
common.

When a man tries to under-
stand a man of another country,
a line of acquaintance is estab-
lished. If more lines are secured,
then a bridge of friendship is sup-
ported, which will take the place
of the road of suspicion, even-
tually leading to a pathway of
goodwill and service. From
friendship grows the flower of
understanding, and from mutual
understanding we can create an
enlightened world opinion for re-
moving fears and threats. Thus,
in time Confucius’ dream will be
realized and all peoples of the
world would come under a world
federation of mnations living hap-
pily together as brethren.

This is not a mere vision. It
will come if we all will make an
effort to reach that goal. The

United Nations is a good sapling
which the participating countries
have planted for that glorious fu-
ture of which we all are dream-
ing. Now the UNESCO has a
program whose purpose is to add
water, sunshine, and fertilizer to
this young tree.

All this is beautiful! But the
work cannot be accomplished in
a day. We need volunteers and
workers to carry on this impor-
tant nursery work for a long time
to come. We need men of un-
wavering faith and confidence to
persevere in this work of world
reconstruction.

Above all, we need pioneers of
experience to set an example as
to how this work can be carried
out day by day with ever-increas-
ing momentum. Among these
pioneers are the Rotarians all
over the world.

HOTARY has now 300,000 mem-
bers in 6,100 Rotary Clubs in
more than 70 countries. Long be-
fore the recognition of interna-
tional understanding as a basic
factor in promoting world peace,
Rotary has been doing the work
of world fellowship through its
Fourth Object, which reads, “the
advancement of international un-
derstanding, goodwill, and peace
through a world fellowship of
business and professional men
united in the ideal of service.”
Those 300,000 men constitute a
tremendous force in all the coun-
tries where the 6,100 Clubs are
situated, and can serve as a pat-
tern for creating real interna-
tional goodwill. )

The responsibility is ours. Let
us all redouble our efforts to build
a lasting peace through our own
practice and by helping UNESCO
in its many difficult tasks.
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Paul H. Hsu (front right 2) in the Class 1909-1910 of Williston Seminary, Massachusetts, U.S.A.
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