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Henrique Nolasco da Silva (1884–1969) was the Charter Member 1947, and later 

President 1953-1954 of the Rotary Club of Macau (澳門扶輪社).  He held the classification 

of “Pharmacy” when he was the proprietor of the Farmácia Popular (Pharmacy Popular) (便

民藥房 ).  The Rotary Club, then, was non-districted, and was supervised by Past R.I. 

Director George Ernest Marden (馬頓) (Hong Kong), Administrative Advisor of Rotary 

International.  Later in 1959-1960, Henrique served the Club as President the second time 

when the Club was still non-districted.  The administrative Advisor of Rotary International, 

then, was Dr. Tseung Fat-Im (蔣法賢醫師) of Hong Kong Rotary Club. 

In 1895, Henrique Nolasco da Silva opened Macao’s first Western pharmacy, housing it 

in a two-storey European building in the centre of the city.  More than 120 years later, the 

pharmacy is still serving customers and is today one of the city’s biggest providers of medical 

services.  The Farmácia Popular (FP) stands in a 400-year-old building close to the fountain 

and the Central Post Office in the historic centre of Macao, part of the World Heritage Site 

declared by UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) in 

2005.  This location and its service have earned a place in the hearts of Macao people, with 

ten branches now operating across the city. 

Henrique, ethnic Portuguese, was the son of Pedro and a member of one of the most 

prominent families in Macao.  Pedro had been the President of Leal Senado (Municipal 

Council) (市政廳); Patron of the Holy House of Mercy (仁慈堂); Founder and Principal of the 

Escola Comercial Pedro Nolasco (Pedro Nolasco Commercial School) (澳門商業學校). 
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The Farmácia Popular at 16 Largo do Senado  新馬路議事亭前地 16 號-便民藥房 

 

Henrique was trained as a pharmacist in the Portuguese Colony of Goa in India and 

returned to Macao to open the business.  Initially, most customers were the expatriate 

community.  The local population relied instead on Chinese physicians and Chinese 

medicine.  Gradually, Western drugs were accepted by the Chinese population, and the 

market grew.  FP was the first pharmacy in Macao to separate treatment from drugs.  

Patients consulted a doctor who prescribed medicine which they bought at the pharmacy; FP 

staff sold them the medicine and explained how they should use it and the possible side effects.  

Photograph above shows the Western pharmacists in white coats and the Chinese staff in long 

dark gowns during the early years.  The shop received certifications from the Portuguese 

Government as well as the Chinese Chamber of Commerce.  Henrique died in 1969. 

For decades, FP was a family business that changed little; its employees stayed there for 

their whole working life.  In 1983, the Novel Group of Hong Kong bought 90% shares of the 

business, leaving the remaining 10% in the hands of the founding family.  The family gave 

up the management of FP and later sold its stake.  Novel brought in a more modern style of 

management and began to expand.  

 

*****     *****     *****     *****    ***** 

 

While Henrique was the owner and operator of the Farmácia Popular, he was also the 

publisher of a Portuguese newspaper《A Voz de Macau》(澳門之聲) from 1 January 1931 until 

16 August 1947 when the newspaper was closed due to the death of Captain Domingos 

Gregório da Rosa Duque (杜格上尉).  Rosa Duque was the actual proprietor and editor-in-

chief of the newspaper.  Rosa Duque was also a charter member of the Rotary Club of Macau. 
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Top margin of the newspaper《A Voz de Macau》shows both the names of Domingos Gregório 

da Rosa Duque as Proprietor, and Henrique Nolasco da Silva as Director: 

 

 



4 
 

Macao lifestyle as in the 1950s 
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