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Shanghai Rotarian David Kwok

From Textile Industrialist to Deputy Provincial Governor

By Herbert K. Lau (£]% 1) (Rotary China Historian)

1January 2019

R#7t § 35k % Rotarian David Kwok

David Kwok (3r4#%) “Dave”, a textile industrialist who was the last guardian of the Shanghai
Rotary Club (L #k#+4t), though it was terminated on 16 October 1951, until 1958 he moved to
Guangdong Province (& £4) and accepted the appointment by the Central Government to
serve as Deputy Governor, Guangdong Province, The People’s Republic of China (¥ #& A R &A=
BERAEANER).

Dave first joined the Shanghai Rotary Club on 25 June 1930 (Classification: Cotton Factory —
Cotton Goods Weaving). During that era, he was the Sub-Manager of the Wing On Textile
Manufacturing Co., Ltd. (5k %4 &% 42 A FR2 8] ) which was one of the largest textile mills in the
country. Though Dave had never been a president of the Club, he maintained his constant
dedication to the First Avenue “Club Service” throughout his membership with Rotary though
there had been various difficult times in the Republican China.

After the outbreak of the Pacific War in December 1941, the Shanghai International Settlement
(E#H A 2EAR) was captured by the Imperial Japan’s Forces. Shanghai Rotary Club was not
feasible to function normally under the military administration while some of the American
and European members from the allied nations were detained in the concentration camps.
Being the local industrial and commercial leader from the Wing On group of companies, Dave
and his Kwok brother Rotarians were able to survive and helped coordinating with some other
members into the humanitarian refugee relieves.
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Upon the War Victory in September 1945, Dave, together with his Kwok brother Rotarians,
joined the leadership of President William Zu-Liang Sung (##] B.) to reorganize the broken
Shanghai Rotary Club. On 5 December 1945, President Sung wrote to Rotary International
enquiring for the reinstatement of the Club Membership, stating that the officers and Board of
Directors elected in 1941, and whose activities were discontinued under force majeure in
December of that year, would continue to function until the end of the Rotary Year, i.e. 30 June
1946. The reply soon arrived and that Shanghai Rotary Club was re-admitted to Rotary
International on 27 March 1946, after the normal membership application procedures with 70
members on the roster. The regular meeting venues, prior to a suitable location be selected,
were generously arranged by Dave as: (a) every second Thursday 12:15 p.m. at The Oriental
Hotel (k & 3#t) located at the Wing On Department Store Building (k4 & # 2 8 x4£); (b) the
other Thursday meetings would be in the afternoon but the venue would be rotating.

The Club went on functioning well with its normal activities even after the establishment of
The People’s Republic of China on 1 October 1949. However, the outbreak of the Korean War
on 25 June 1950 made the two nations of the socialist China and the United States in hostility.
Communications between was disconnected. Non-Chinese residents were encouraged to leave
China, and that the dropping of membership made the Rotary clubs almost dissolved. There
was no option for the Shanghai Rotary Club to go on and decided to disband, and that the Club
was eventually terminated by Rotary International on 16 October 1951. The Club Secretariat
located at Room 103, Metropole Hotel (No.180 Middle Jiangxi Road, Huangpu District) (#53%
)8 - X H B ILH P % 180 %) was then closed.

At that moment, Dave shouldered the responsibility to be the “last guardian” of Shanghai
Rotary Club secretariat to keep safe all the property and archives inside the warehouse of his
own family business operation — Wing On Textile Mills -- which were later in 1956 transformed
into a State-Private Ownership of Wing On Textile, Printing & Dying Company (A#4-8 K 4%
&5 8% ¢p A ) under the socialist state policy. The entire Rotary property was then kept inside
the warehouse until 17 May 1965 when The Shanghai Municipal Archives (£ # 7 4% £4)
accepted to be the permanent custodian.

The Kwok Family in Rotary

The Kwok Pui-Fun Family (387 # % #), beginning from David Kwok the third generation, is a
provider of many Rotarians in the Rotary China History:--

(1) Edward Kwok (3r##8) “Eddie”, younger brother (f& %) of Dave, joined the Shanghai
Rotary Club on 17 November 1948, with classification “Cotton Industry — Cotton Goods
Finishing & Dying”. He was the Manager of the Wing On Printing & Dying Works (& %
PP R).

(2) David Kwok, Jr. (38 & &), the eldest son of David Kwok “Dave”, was born in Shanghai
and joined Shanghai Rotary activities when was a boy, is a former Rotarian for 27 years
prior to retirement: Hong Kong Rotary Club (1970-1980, 1983-1992); Midland Rotary
Club, Midland, Michigan, U.S.A. (1980-1983), and Vail-Eagle Valley Rotary Club, Vail,
Colorado, U.S.A. (1992-1997).

(3) Allen Gokson (3¢45%) “Allen”, was Dave’s younger clan-brother (% %) of next family
branch, and so the family name in English is differed for easy identification. Allen was
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the eldest son of Gok Son (¥/&) (¥s#=4%) --- a founder and General Manager of the Wing
On Textile Manufacturing Co., Ltd. Allen joined the Shanghai Rotary Club on 4 April
1939, sharing the same Classification with Dave: “Cotton Factory — Cotton Spinning”.
Therefore, his membership was “Additional Active” (3% %8 ZL#& 4t 8 ) (an old fashion
category abandoned in this century). Allen was the Manager of the Wing On Textile
Manufacturing Co., Ltd. He was a well-known philatelist.

(4) Dr. Philip Kwok (3 & #1§L), S.B.S., J.P., nephew (& 4&) of Dave, was President 1980-
1981 of Hong Kong Rotary Club (## 4 #+4t), and who was traditionally the convener to
preside the monthly Joint Presidents’ Meeting of Hong Kong and Macao. At one of the
joint presidents’ meetings during the year, it was then decided a need of an independent
office of Rotary Information Center (RIC) to serve 20 to 25 clubs collectively in Hong
Kong and Macao, with a paid executive to run the supporting services directed by a
supervisory committee. Philip was invited to serve as the first Chairman of the
Supervisory Committee. Under his generous offer, the RIC was located, free of charge,
inside the Wing On Life Building (k%A # X &) in Central District, Hong Kong. Such
sponsorship by the Wing On Group was carried on until 1985 when a permanent
premises was purchased in Causeway Bay to house the RIC (14/F, Capital Commercial
Building, 26 Leighton Road, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong).

(5) John G. O. Kwok (3¢ &%), nephew (#4%) of Dave, affectionately known as “Long John”
who is a tall man, was President 1985-1986 of Hong Kong Island East Rotary Club (&%
R Bk #4t). John used to be the first voluntary front-line supporter of the Rotary
district events, such as conferences and assemblies, by offering the physical setting
designed and produced by the Art Room of his Wong On Department Store (kK %& &%
&2 3]). He usually was the last one to leave the venue after clearing.

(6) Russell Kwok (35 &4=), nephew (#4%) of Dave, was President 1985-1986 of Hong Kong
Rotary Club who was traditionally the convener to preside the monthly Joint Presidents’
Meeting of Hong Kong and Macao. Russell has been chairman of several district-wide
conferences and assemblies.

(7) Linnet Kwok (3r4%:#), daughter of Russell Kwok and grand-niece (#4£% %) of Dave,
President 2018-2019 of the Shanghai Rotary Club is the fourth member from the Kwok
Family to serve the Club. Born in the United States, Linnet joined the Club in April 2014
with classification “Human Resources”.

Other than these 8 Kwok members served Rotary in Shanghai, Hong Kong and the United
States, respectively, there had been another 2 Kwok brothers from the same Guangdong native
Kwok Clan of Heung Shan Xian (% #%) also served the Shanghai Rotary Club:--

(1) Percy Kwok (38 & #) “Bo”, President 1948-1949 of Shanghai Rotary Club, joined the
Club on 27 October 1927 with classification “Finance - Exchange Brokerage”. He had
been Vice President in 1930; Director in 1931-1934, 1941, 1945-1947; and served
Sergeant-at-Arms in 1935, 1939-1941, 1945-1947. His father George Bew Kwok (3§4%)
was one of the 5 founders of the Wing On group of companies in Hong Kong and
Shanghai, operating department stores, textile mills, banks, insurers, hotels, etc.

(2) Leon O. Kwok (354 %) “Leon”, younger brother (& #) of Percy Kwok, who joined
Shanghai Rotary Club on 15 May 1939 with classification “Dry Goods & General
Merchandise - Department Stores”, when he was the Managing Director of The Wing On
Company (Fed. Inc., U.S.A.), also a director of Shanghai Wing On Co., Ltd.
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Unless more historical facts are recovered, the KWOK is considered at this moment, in the
Rotary China History, perhaps to be one of the remarkable families which provides the most
number of members to serve Rotary China -- at least 10 across 3 generations. Linnet is the first
Kwok lady, and the second woman president, to serve Shanghai Rotary Club since its inception
in 1919.

From Industrialist to Statesman

In about 1900, Dave’s father Kwok Kwai (3r 3% /3r454%) followed 3 brothers, all Guangdong
native from Heung Shan County (#:L4#%) (nowadays changed as Zhongshan City # .4 7), to
work as shopkeepers in the fruit-wholesalers operated by their eldest brother Kwok Lok (3k4/
3¢ % #%) in Sydney of Australia. Dave, the eldest son, was born in Sydney on 19 October 1904.
His father died in 1916 in Shanghai during the Wing On business project. Dave was brought to
Hong Kong by mother at the age of 12 to have the middle school education at St. Stephen’s
College (2+# £ ¥1%) at Bonham Road (£ 8i&) . In 1918, Dave was admitted to the High
School of the Canton Christian College (4% # % ¥ # & + %) in Canton (Guangzhou) (% #) for
preparation to the university education in the College (forerunner of Lingnan University 4 & X
£). After graduation in July 1923, Dave advanced his education in the United States at the
New Bedford Textile School, Commonwealth of Massachusetts, paving his career path to the
Wing On Textile Manufacturing Co., Ltd. which was established in 1922 in Shanghai by his
uncles Kwok Lok (F54) and Gok Son (F¢)&).

After graduating in 1926, Dave returned to Shanghai the next year and served as operation
advisor at Wing On Textile Mill No. 2. In 1928, he married Miss Ma Kam-Chiu (% 4%42), the
daughter of Mr. Ma Ying-Piu (% & ) who was the founder of Sincere Department Store (st
B ® 2 4]), and became the chief engineer of the Wing On Textile Mill No.3. In 1929 Dave was
promoted to Deputy Manager of Wing On Textile. In 1941, Dave was appointed to Assistant
General Manager in-charging of the corporate affairs when his uncles Kwok Lok and Gok Son
were away to the United States. After the Victory of the Pacific War in 1945, Dave served also
as a director of the Board in addition to his normal duty as the Deputy General Manager.

After the establishment of the People’s Republic of China (¥ # A K ##=8) on 1 October 1949,
Wing On Textile Mills were later in 1956 transformed into a State-Private Ownership of Wing
On Textile, Printing & Dying Company (™ #44-# K 445 45 & /7 % A& ) under the socialist state
policy. Since then, Dave was no longer a share-holder of the mills but a government servant of
the corporation. A couple of years later, Dave was changed his profession from an industrialist
to a statesman in the new era of the People’s Republic. He was appointed two times Deputy
Governor of Guangdong Province (1958-1966; 1979-1986) totally 15 years supervising textiles
and light industries, as well as a member of the Basic Law Drafting Committee for the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region since June 1985 until the end of his life on 9 April 1986.

The People’s Government honored him with a national grade funeral service on 18 April 1986,
led by Guangdong Province Governor Ye Xuanping (3:&-F) with tributes from many very
senior officials in Beijing.

Additionally, Dave held a long resume of commercial, community and political services,
including all these but not limited to:



(1) Executive Director, Bank of China

(2) Chairman, Guangdong International Trust & Investment Corporation (GDTIC)

(3) Director, Chinese International Trust & Investment Corporation (CITIC)

(4) Chairman, Guangdong Overseas Chinese Investment Corporation

(5) Chairman, Guangdong Federation of Industry & Commerce

(6) Executive Committee Member of the National Federation of Industry & Commerce
(7) Chairman, Guangdong Democratic Construction Association

(8) Vice Chairman, Chinese Democratic Construction Association

(9) Executive Committee Member of the Guangdong People’s Political Consultative

Conference
(10) Executive Committee Member of the National People's Political Consultative
Conference
(11) Vice Chairman, Standing Committee, Guangdong Provincial People’s Congress
(12) Deputy of the National People’s Congress
(13) Vice Chairman, National Returned Overseas-Chinese Association

The Last Mission as Member of The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
Basic Law Drafting Committee

Parallel to his official position as the second time Deputy Governor of Guangdong Province,
Dave was appointed a member of The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Basic Law
Drafting Committee (BLDC) (& # X A kA& ¥ £ H #) since its inception in June 1985.
Regrettably, he was not able to complete the mission and passed away on 9 April 1986. Sitting
in the same Committee, there were also 3 Rotarian colleagues: (1) Lau Wong-Fat (%] 2 #) (New
Territories Rotary Club #7 R4k #+4t); (2) Dr. Wong Po-Yan (¥4 iki#+) (Kowloon West Rotary
Club #L#E % B # $#44t President 1974-1975); (3) Dr. Raymond Wu (&r 4 /& & 4) (Kowloon West
Rotary Club /L#E % B 4k # 4t President 1980-1981).

The BLDC was formed in June 1985 for the drafts of the Hong Kong Basic Law for the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) to be established on 1 July 1997. It was formed
as a working group under the National People’s Congress (£ B A KA % X&). The BLDC had
59 members, of whom 23 were from Hong Kong, and 36 were from Mainland mostly the
Chinese government officials. The BLDC was dominated by Hong Kong businessmen with a
share from different social sectors. The decisions of the BLDC on the political structure and
legal system of the HKSAR had a great impact on the politics of Hong Kong today.
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Wing On Textile Manufacturing Co., Ltd., office building of Mill No.1, Shanghai
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Share certificate of Shanghai Wing On Textile Manufacturing Co., Ltd. issued on 1 February 1930 with David
Kwok countersigned in his position as Deputy Manager
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The Oriental Hotel located at the Wing On Department Store Building was the regular meeting venue of
Shanghai Rotary Club in 1946.

REFHIR, BREFEBTE.
Brand label of Wing On textile products
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Share certificate of Wing On Textile Manufacturing Co., Ltd. issued on 1 January 1948 shows David Kwok was
one of the five Directors of the Board.
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State-Private Ownership of Wing On Textile, Printing & Dying Company, share certificate signed and issued by
Chairman David Kwok on 1 July 1958.
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New Life in the New Socialist China

A painting shows David Kwok holding badminton racket in the courtyard of his residence in Shanghai.
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Plenary Session of the First Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference, Peiping, September 1949
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Guangdong Province Deputy Governor Guo Dihuo (David Kwok)

$#E (David Kwok) R&E&B|ITXE, & E#HHk#H4 (Shanghai Rotary Club) #9R#&—%
FHEA. BEZACA 1991 F 1016 BERT, —AFHFN 1958 FHERMNT, BL PR
BRehiEa, BEFTEARELPBERAEIN LK.

IAREA 1930 F 6 A 25 Bk AN LigRmit (RESHE: MEX) . §F, fERE
GERBEOABNANINEE, ZRAARLARANG BRI —. BERABLERREREE,
BELRBANRTERTHSBRE, FREFLETRAT, TREBE RS ERY [425
%] . EFTaMmELY, QEREEFFIELATIR.

1941 £ 12 AXFERFRER, OAFBERLAT LEXN AR, —RLXBAFRMNAR
BHROKRAER, HOAEGMITEARTE. EEFEHT, LERRAAMEZETENS, &
HABRKBAELTOBE. fAHFRIHEAHOREZREE, FHEREORAALLS KBRS
ARG, BHALBAL T REK, EL2HBIHER.

1945 5 9 ARFHAK, RBEEFREGTFRALSHBLE, —RmATRARMARNAE
L, FHETRUG EESEL, 1945 512 A58, AMRARZIARSE, 2L KB LE
KHANET AT, BB 1M FEENRAFEFS, AFZFN2ARRTHRAGERNT /T
Bried), ARG ESE, BB FELER (194656 A30RH) %k, BEKBNEER
hHBT, FHEBIAGTAVYHEF. CARBRKRIHAR I FEHLOEET, LERBAA
1946 3 A 27 BERMAEH L ABRBRLE, 2B LA 70 L4 8. AHE B SHEGE P B
BZA, SIMERTERE, MEAEHT: () FR—MEEHOFHF 12:15 BAKETE XE
Mk R RITHE; (b)) RRBWHE$EF SRIT, 2588 H,
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PPAEE 1949 10 A1 B P EARLEFRBEBRMK, LERSAMREETMRES, BL5G
EHEFTARBEM, ERGOZ, 1950 56 A 25 B S BRFRE, A I ATHRELE AR
#, TRALAZHMNERETE. ¥5A4ARERATYR, GARXSELEERER. RiLH
MRk, BB FAAREBE L ES, LERBALLE RIFHRE, RARRBE,
BB A 1951 10 A 16 A& A F 4. RAERBAE 103 F (X HELHF % 180 35)
W EERBART R, CRAREEEWMHNET, EANY.

EEEERZL, FREFFEALLEEBBARTRE [ RBNREA] 9FE, T AMES
BERGEATHREALDERLEGEREANE BT . 1956 FHH, BRBAGTIRAREHART,
KEAEDERE BENRLES RGBT LM BRIEWY, RRBBANTEREENR—F
BBAENMASOELERERT, B T196555 4170, FRERZBILEETARIA LE
TAS R, KAKREALEAS K,

IR K ALK
HHBRARFEROIRERNE, RYERBE LR R RS RBE RO F 4

(1) fef—FHB (Eddie Kwok) RAKEEPFEMEGEEE, 441948 5 11 A 17 B\ LR
i, REDIBA [ MG XL R ERLE] .

(2) &F—3E M/ (David Kwok, Jr.) $£#A L&, JEEARME KRS EEKRGE
$, BKRZAT, EABFERLER 27 FHRGBERE: & BH %4 (Hong Kong Rotary Club)
(1970-1980, 1983-1992) ; % B & HARM &9 K& &k #4L (Midland Rotary Club, Midland,
Michigan, U.S.A.) (1980-1983) #=% BA}# 5% M &9 8 5k #&4L (Vail-Eagle Valley Rotary

Club, Vail, Colorado, U.S.A.) (1992-1997) .

(3) #%H—3f4F% (Allen Gokson) , RRZE&E&EIEA RN S GGEAHEAKLREAZIE (Gok
Son) W&F. EXBURALR, AEREAT KRG ELF [GokSon| . IFHEFA 1939 5
40 4 BNkt EFARFEEMRAGREIBR (ARG E] . Bk, RBFA, Y
AR HA [BERAKAER | (Additional Active Member) (A#4 Bz [HERAKLE |
ER) o FPHFAREGEULBARNINEE, REFLWERE.

(4) #4&F-—3REHEL (Dr. Philip Kwok) , S.B.S.,J.P., RFEHAT. FHEHET, &
BEAL 19801981 FE AL R . #BMAG, RINFARTHBAKBARBREERYBEA,
FP—KkARBEERLE, R EE2—AKEHFHN TS (Rotary Information Center) (RIC) ,
BIHAREEBARITG20-25 REBARERYE., RZBEBLHARE, -2 HBRA N
To PEHRERERELTENE—HLF., ARGBREEIFT, %4 RIC REBRANE,
i E B P BREAFELKE (Wing On Life Building) M. KEZ£BeZAEE, ¥ 1985
F, RICEAFBEBRE T RKAMENS AT (FHMARBHAFE 206 RIAFERE 1448) .

(5) & F—HKE% (John G. O. Kwok) , RHELEH. FMLKNKT. FERXEHHA
1985-1986 K itk , REZHME-F, £ NEAR [ Long John] . T {EE & T a9+ 2SR,
EHSHBABEHT, RHLE—MIMTRIAS. REFRABIXTHRBHE, &
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ZRENFR. BLZE. S, BER. KRTHG LK. BESE. AT TRAYAH G
#ZA, BRA—EARIYIHE, FEXEEAE, BRRIFHREZA T AN ETRLI
R, Herhl, PEIHE, RELRaEFRYE, KRETE. &7, LERT—X25
WAGFLRHE; RAVLRBETRABGH—EA, ERGFHFE,

(6) #2F—35&E4 (RussellKwok) ZIFR%T. MKW KT, FHH%w4L 1985-1986 F
Bitk. BRMA4%, RIFFABRTHELBBARBETERNBEA. REIHTLARE
EE A KT,

(7) #4123 X——354%:% (Linnet Kwok) £ I &6k 2, LEHk#EH4 2018-2019 F B4t &k. I
S AER A, 2014 5 4 AlALEBEd REPEIANTRE] . FHEEHEAFRKE
RO E=REBA, LEE—LGHEELEFBAAROIFFTHE AR . ALERBALGEL
F, WA ERR S S AE,

BRTALZESLERRKRANAELE, FFXARGBRBAZI, LERBALZR F I
WAL R A LRI ER, B BT 8 Tk

(1) 385 # (Percy Kwok) , L4t 1948-1949 At &k, BREV>HA [2BE—IIER
4] o A7 1927 510 A 27 BAe A Lk, 1930 FH4E314&; 1931-1934, 1941, 1945-
1947 5 AL E; #44 1935, 1939-1941. 1945-1947 FZ HAEH K, 65 XRIAZ (George
Bew Kwok) RAREZEBEF B LENELABAZ—, BREBNNEBHESOEFTY
AE. 8. BRIT. Rig. REF ¥,

(2) FsA 2 (Leon O. Kwok) , BRI FHNRS . RERZEANSG (£R) TFMEE/ LiEK
ZHARNEEF, #1939 F5 A15 A AN LEbéit, BRE¥SPBAH DR EX S ERBE ]| .

BRIERIZSHBELFREE, FABNEFERRELY, RRELONRATRATRR
REBRBAROBHEFERI ——=ZRAFESH 10 4; RERR AL E LERERBAARE
FEXLo

RGBT XKL S 2BURE A
45 B TAL T 8 3%

AE, XALIPHE, AEERA L, 1904 5 10 A 19 B & A48 K5 & & £ T (Sydney,
Australia), RHFAMERF=ZARE; RELWAKZEBIRELHE —_REA, TFHEIE,
KE4E 1900 5, FRRFEMHXRIE (Fr4a8) MM IMAUAIE GREHE) . IE GRAHE) .
IR GREE) R KA ZHE, AFAME, BAALTRAREEM, REFEELE. ¥
HERMESHOREMEREFTHERER. HAFLERASLRRFABRETARERARELT
BNE, BEFERNBXRFEAEFLE.

1915 5, IREMF B LFFARLNE, KFRil. BFEFLORBF 12 RO TG K%,
3 P A4 R (Bonham Road) 8% 148 B & % (St. Stephen’s College) . 1918 £ 2| & M & &
¥ A A4 &F ¥ (Canton Christian College) (48 & X% Lingnan University a7 %) »
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1920 FHIRE. SPRALHFABSRN. FHB. FMN. LBREASELRELR L LEHK
ZHBARNE, BRERAAH400FZ T, SFLETFRAEEHR, SPRALERE, TTHEEIA
REFE, 1923 5 7 ANBERAGELEE, ARRIVANH A TATELBEE, LHA
Fhd B e 8 F e (New Bedford Textile School, Commonwealth of Massachusetts) o
1927 55, BE¥ZELZRE—, REBMRGREXAZE R, AFEE, EREHE _BELF,
AF, BREMERELAGHRLERE (£%EE H Sincere Co., Ltd. £1#A) . HRAEKIEZHE
3, RAERRELEBFL, 2EFEXHBLFMA, RMEAAKELLIEH]T, FAKFER.

1928 SRR EHIERZGE BB ITAEG, LK, REAHTHLRERFHELBREXHE
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